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POTATO PATCH CHROMITE 
(Norway and Smith & Geitsfield) 

Location: Sec. 3, T. 14 s., R. 31 E. 

702 Woodlark Building 
Portland 5, Oregon 

G~ant County 
Canyon District 

Owners: Einar P. Olsen, Mrso Charles Surfus,•and Edgar G. Olsen. 

Leased by: The Tri-County Mining & Concentrating Corporation, John Day, 
Oregon. 

Westgate (1921) and Thayer (1940) reported on the Norway and Smith & 
Geitsfield properties. The properties occur •n low barren serpentine hills about 
2 miles west of Canyon City. The deposits consist of sheared lenses and kidneys 
of chromite, some of which is better than 42 percent Cr203. The method or 
mining used was locally called "digging potatoes" as much or the ore recovered 
was from near-surface float. The area is now called the Potato Patch mine. 

Previous mining discarded ore averaging 15 to 25 percent Cr203 which has 
recently been recovered from the dumps and milled by the Tri-County Mining & 
Concentrating Corporation. They shipped about 42 tons of concentrates from the 
Potato Patch ore in 1952. The concentrates averaged about 45 percent C?'203, 
with 2.1 to 1 chrome-iron ratio. Further mining on the Potato Patch is expected 
in 1953. 

References: Westgate, L. G. (1921), Deposits of chromite in eastern Oregon: 
U. s. Geolo Sur,vey Bull. 725, p. 37-60. 

Thayer, T. P. (1940), Chromite deposits of Grant County, Oregon: 
Uo So Geol. Survey Bull. 922-D. 

Infonnant: E. R. Wells, Mt. Vernon 

Visited: 11/8/52 by N.s.w. & L.R. 

Report by: L.R. 
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Canyon A.rea - Grant County 

Potato Patch Mine (Chrome) 

During 1942 and 1943 this property was developed by Messrs. Isgrig and Lilley 

and Preecott am Mason. Thi latter shipped by tar the bulk ot the 170 tona 

aecred.1 tad* to t.be property. 'J!b.e grade of this ore ranged between 35.08 and 

48.0% Cr203 With the prepondel'8.D.ce ot the tonnage shipped being in excess ot 

40.j 0ra030 The Cr:le ratio varied between 3.4:l am 2.22:1. The property

is not nar being worked. 

* From records ot ores purchased at Seneca depot or the Metals Reserve. 



POTATO PATCH MINE 

702 Wood.lark Building 
Portland 5, Oregon 

CUJW& AN& 
Grat c.._. 

Th• following is a record ot concentrates ailled troa thie p:roperi.7 and 

shipped to the govermaa.t lJIVing depot in Grant• Pa•• durillg 19S2. Thia "pre

sents the only' known production sine• that made to the Seneca depftt dvlq 

1942 and 194.3 u recorded in a report under the abon naae compiled. b7 •• s. 
Wagner ill 1944. Th• following tiga,res wre supplied. b7' Mr. J. A. Curson, 

General Maaapr of the Tri-Ccnmt,- Mining & Concentrating Corporation, NO'NIINJ" 22, 

19S2. 

Potato Patch ON 

JM4 lo. 1 & 2(coabinld.) 

let dJ7 weight. - 19.29.33 long tons 

Chrome add• Iron -
Loll& It, J 
let d17 wight - ll.47.SO long tone 

Chromic oxide Iron -
Load Ho. 4 
let dry weilbt - ll.5750 dr;r tons 

Chromic mtide Iron -

Chrolli\111 to 1Nn 

2.0S.3 to l 

Chrold.u to iron 

2.ll7 to 1 

Ch£91d.• to iron 

2.J..?9 

Aqut. 12-18, 19,2 

Silica 

August 29, 19,a 

Silica 

f1Ujg1 

6.08 

Total concentrates Dlill•d frOJll Pot.at<)_ Patch or• - 42.3433 lcmg tou dr;r w1pt. 

a.pon '!{: N. s. Wap.er 
Date: NOflllber 24, 1952 -
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