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Owner of Owl and Red Bird 
Turns Mine to New Interests 

;. 

V.l. R. O'Keefe of Portland, and associates 
have taken over the E. E. Petty n1ining prop
erty in the Greenhorn district on a contract of 
purchase. 

C. W. Cooper, also of Portland, who for the 
J. past year has been operating at the Snow Creek 

mine in the same district, is associated with Mr. 
O'Keefe in the deal. 

O'Keefc and Cooper have been in . Baker 
~ending supplies to the mine to start operation, 

and plan to continue work during the winter. 
It is their plan to sink the shaft on the prop

erty 100 feet and develop ore on that level. Fred 
Rosenberg and M. B. Belden, mining engineers 

4
of Portland, are at the mine getting the wor_k 
under way. 'Mr. Petty will be in charge of the 
work for the present. 

The property is known as the Owl a:nd Red 
. • ,Bird. It is equipped with a 5-stamp mill, ~nd 
~ Mr. Petty has operated for several years domg 
f'~ the work himself with the help of one m'.'m, an_d 
l Q working six months of the year. Vlorkmg this 

way he has made profitable cleanUJ?S with the 
mill and demonstrated the value of the prop
erty. 

The new operators plan to expand the work 
and through development bring the mine into . 
larger production. 

0~ /(. ~ '"'-I. 
An active mine in the Greenhorn district 

during the winter will be the Owl and Red 
Bird, which have 1been contracted to W. R. 
O'Keefe of Portland. 

E. E. Petty, owner of the property, is in 
charge of the work which was started in De
cember. The plan of development during the 
winter in_cludes the sinking of the shaft from 
the present depth of 60i feet 100 feet additional 

• and drifting on the vein from the new level. 
Mr. Petty has been operating the property 

for several years, working an average of five 
months a year and m.ore or less on a one man 

~asis. His sales of bullion since his first milling 
trn 1932, to the U. S. Assay office show a pro
~~ction on this basis of $14,405.64. His· work 
-~pears to have demon strafed the merit of the 
. property sufficiently to justify more extensive 
development which is now being done. 

At present it is the plan to complete the 
development program to the point Where mill
'ing of the ore can be undertaken in the spring. 
The first milling will probably be clone at the 
Snow Creek mine which is about two and a half 
miles from the Owl operation. 

The property was taken over by Mr. O'Keefe 
on the examination and report of Fred J. Rosen
berg, a mining engineer of Portland. A corpor- . 
ation comprised of Portland people will be 
formed to operate the mine,:____ ____ _ 

The Red Bird and Owl mines in the 
Greenhorn district of Baker County, Ore
gon, were recently acquired by W. R. 
O'Keefe .and C. W. Cooper, 4038 Haslow 
Street, Portland, Oregon, from E. E. Petty 
of Whitney, Oregon. Machinery is being 
insta1led and development work wjll be car
ried on. The shaft will be sunk 100 feet 
and the mine opened at that level. Petty, 
who has been operating the property for 
some years, will be in charge for the new 
interests. 

Owl-Red Bird Mining Company
The stamp mill at the Owl mine in 
the Greenhron district west of Bak
er is running. Fred Rosenberg and 
:\L B. Bellen, mining engineers of 
Portland were at the mine when 
the mill was started. :\fr. Rosen
berg is consulting engineer for the 

~Owl~Red Bird Mining Company, 
: ·which is operating the property 
,under lease and option from E. E. 

etty. Mr. Petty is superintending 
e work. A new Ingersoll-Rand 

ompressor was recently added to 
~ e equipment and development 
.. which has been under ,vay for sev-
0 era! months will be speeded up. 

The Owl-Red Bird :\lining Compa
ny was recently incorporated with 
John n. Dodson, Portland, presi
dent and A. L. Gordon, secretary, 
Yeon Building, Portland. 

The Owl-Red Bird Mining Company has · 
been organized by W. R. O'Keefe and C. 
W. Cooper, 4038 Haslow Street, Portland, 
Oregon, and associates to operate the Owl 
and Red Bird mines in the Greenhorn dis-
trict near Baker. O'Keefe and Coope1• f 
leased the mines about six months ago and · 

' E. E. ~ett_y of Whitney, Oregon, former 
' owner, 1s rn charge of operations. John 
R. Dodson, 3641 North East Couch Street 
Portland, is president and treasurer of th~ 
new company and 0. L. Gordon Yeon 
Building, Portland, is secretary. 'A new 
Ingersoll-Rand compressor has been in
stalled and a crew of 10 men is employed . 
~red Ros~nberg, Postal Buildi:pg, Portland, 
1s consu ltmg engineer . ..,,_r · 'r/11/.,,• 
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OVIT, (RED BIRD, VIRGINIA) MINE Greenhorn District Greenhorn Area 

Owner: E. E. Petty, Whitney, Oregon . 

Location: N½ sec.10, T.10 S., R. 35 E . , 2½ miles northeast of Greenhorn. 

History: The Red Bird Mine was located in October, 191.5, and produced 
about $12,000 from two veins. One lode is said to have run as high as ~l.50 
per ton with $20 in the tails. This pro perty was developed by 700 feet of 
shafts, raises, drifts, and one crosscut. A small 3-stamp mill is on the 
property. 

The Owl was located in 1921 and has had a total production of $13,896 
(all since 1932). 

Geology : The vein strikes about N. 3.5° iii . and dips near the surface 75°s., 
becoming steeper with depth , being 85° at 50 feet. The ore consists of a high
ly sheared and altered, iron-stained granite mixed v;ith angular quartz frag
ments . This zone is at lea st 22 feet in viidth, o.nd a sample along 22 feet 
of crosscut assayed $3.20. Hi gher values appear on the hanging wall in more 
massive quartz from 8 inches to 2 feet in width (5 feet at one point). High
est values are said to be in quartz in a matrix of green (mariposite?) clay, 
highly stained with manganese and sometimes of rose variety. Lenses of a 
hard calcareous nature accompany the values in Quartz. Gold is said to be 
about 700 fine; the average ore to the mill runs $18.00 to the ton in free 
gold. 

Equipment: Hoist run by automobile engine; 5-starnp mill (2k tons capa
city) fed from 65-ton ore bin and pov1ered by Ford son tractor; 4xl0 foot a-nal
gamation table and V: ilfley concentrating table. 

Development: A. shaft in ore has been put down 50 feet and a drift run 
75 feet to the NW; a r3i se 35 feet distant was driven t o the surface und all 
ore stoped out between shaft and raise . A 22-foot crosscut on the 35-foot 
level and drifts betv;een the shaft and raise on the 15-foot level have been 
driven. The surface outcro p of the vein is develo ped by shallow pits for 
several hundred feet and appears to be offset to the north. During 1940 
the shaft v:as sunk an additional 100 fe et and a 30-foot drift driven to the 
north. 30 tons of ore were milled. 

"This property (Red Bird ) owned by Abel and Petty is located near the 
town of Greenhorn. The shoot uncovered in 1915 is reported to be about 80 
feet long, from 6 to 14 i nches wide , and of high grade free gold ore, said 
to have avera ri;ed $500 to $800 gold from a few tons which have been milled" .y 

The Virginia claim is included in this group. "This property is located 
in sec . 10, T.10 S., R, 35 E. , about ½ mile east of Greenhorn. It ha s a shaft 
about 200 feet dee p in coarse , partly crushed gabbro (greenstone). A i20,ooo 
pocket v1a.s ta}(en from this property in the 90 1 s but the prospecting done since 
then has failed t o find anot her. It is not ac tive". y 

Informant : Z . .:::. Petty; J.E.A. (6 / 30/38); H.K. L. (10/ 21/40). 
References: Lindgren (01:696) 
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