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fAME DISTRICT COUNTY 

Pyx Mine Greenhorn Grant 

Frank Klein has a small crew sinking a shaft at the Pyx mine, in 

the Greenhorn district of Grant County. He is operating for 

Young and Edwards, of Baker, and expects to continue through the 

winter. 

E. & M. J., Feb. 1946 



Pyx Mine (Gold) 

l"c>reword: 

Operator: 

Owner: 

:Loeation: 

B1.stog: 

Development: 

I 

Preliminary Report on 

702 Woodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

Greenborn District· 
Grant County 

Report By: N. s. Wagner 
Date: J'Uly 22, 1946 

The :following report is submitted by way ot keeping Departmental 

records ot active operations up-t.,.dateo A complete report Will be 

made after prospect development has advanced to a stage where something 

significant exists to report. 

The Siern '?ale Company, Spring street, Los .Angeles, Cal.it. 
This company has a sub-lease from Mr. Jes\\ Edwards and Dr. YOUJ18 ot 
Baker, Oregon. ~ ~ 

B"ranlt stewart, Baker, Oreg~ ~~ 
Bl.M unpatented cla~ ~~S; ll35 K1 Section l (tbs foregoing 

subject to correeti~~ "0 
This mi~~ idle and caved for JD.llll7 :,ears. No records 

coveri~~~duction are known, but reports by those who worked 

in the~ all claim exceptional richness. 

The present ope~tors are opening up the mine by a crosscut designed 

to penetrate the old workings to the south of and about 80 teat under 
I 

the old workings. This crosscut is practically completed and should be 

finished with another 10 days or so. .l Mr. Wright, M.K. or geologist 

bas bean engqed by the company and I have been promised a copy ot the 

report and maps he is mald.DC• 

... 
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702 Woodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

Greenhorn District 
Grant County 

T. 10 S., R. 35 E., 
Sec. 1, 2. · 

The following coD1D1ents a.re designed to accompany the green paper report 
prepared by N.S.Wagner, January 15, 195;. · 

I have visited this property several times and have been kept advised, 
or have managed to keep a;yself ad.vised, concerning at least some phases of the 
activity that ha.a transpired on the property during the course of three 
attempted operations which have occurred during the past ten years. 

Th:e ability to write the present green paper report for this property 
stems directly from the id Hendryx file of early day news clippings which 
now provide tangible reference to certain of the controversial }ilases of the 
propert71s early history and thu provide us with something tangible to fall 
back on vi.th respect to names and dates and situations should any of the 
property's many- aspiring boosters feel inspired to take issue with us over 
the lack of inclusion in the report or their sponsored version of the 
propert71s early history. 

For the records I wiah to point out here that all the various informant's 
versions of the a.mount, depth and•&ven direction of the early workings, which 
were prevalent up to the time the Sierra Talc company reopened the mine, 
were disclosed by the Sierra Talc's developaent to be substantially erroneous 



- 2 -

on almost every point. The informant I s reports on the dates of various 
phases of early' day operation likewise conflict with the information in 
Ed's clippings 'Which also serYe to halve the informants reported capacity­
of the old Geiser mill. 

Regardless of how inaccurate most or the informants' reports have been 
demonstrated to be, there is one informant whose story ot early Pyx histoey 
has consistently- checked out in all essential particulars. This intonnant 
is Frank Klein., now deceased, 'Who was mill man during mst of tlte Mew Pyx 
operation. Because I personally- know that :ms.ey responsible people ot Baker 
held Mr. Klein's complete honesty and sincerity- in genuinely' high esteem; 
because Mr. Klein always told his story in a. simple, uneftected manner with 
never an;f att,emp't to preHnt it· in a/ high-pressure, sensational sort of a . 
wq; because Mr.· Klein was the kind ·ot -a man who actively' mined, milled and 
shipped ore to well pa.st the age of eighty- and did so mostly' alone or with 
no more ,titan one partner, and witHout fanfare; becaue I J>e?'&Onally- know 
that he · tr.Led to- lease th•· properi:, ·rrom Stward. several times·· p,ior to 
the tiae that Jas Edwal'ds finally' succeeded in getting it; ·and becaus'e 
ot the accuracy with whi<m Kleitf1 a·aecountat large has been bourn out by 
the information in Ed's records, I offer here Frank's comments on the Rew 
Pyx production. This .is simply' that he •stimateci' the hw Pyx production as 
being in the neighborhood ot $300,000. Also that :m111 rans ot 10 tons &° 
day which , plated ♦130 per ton were maintained •f'or a period of several 

-months without significant interruption and with 4 ol' 5 men working \mder­
ground. 

Knowing Mr; lleiri ·a!! I ti"<t;'llltd''khowi~'-ano ·th·at -'th~ 1'1"0~1 is 
situated in rich-pocket ccountey, lam personally inclined to accept the 
above coat:trits as being substantially- '.true although I • :.Otherwise clearing 
the·f'ile of all·the "fl>luml:$>us,notes covering the ·certified recollections 
of all other informants·.. For t1- record I might add however, that llein 
al.so stated that the field superintendent, Mr. Charles Parker, sy-stema.tically' 
robbed owner Chapin at every turn, that when Chapin folded the mine be 
-pu.blicly' denounced· Parker te-- all the· crev ·as thtt thief tilo· had stolen 
everything and. did ao ilf Pa?'k&r'""a' · presence:; but . th at Chapin ttever did 
prosecute Park.er and ·th1t.cireUD1Sta:nces seemed·to indicate the realion was 
that Parker had· eomething on hill~ . •· · · 

)(y' act ot cleaning the tile of unreliable data applies also to the 
supply- or so called technical data for the recent operations peddled to 

. me verba1J.7 by Dr. Young who al.ft18 promised to back up hie tales of 
assay results, e&r•sutpling,· etc.·, by giving me· a eopt Wrigbt•a· 'report 
and asaq map, which he nwer did ®• · 

Dr. · Young was always· supposedly- quoting Wright• s report and his 
• current fimlings·wken he told• the atutt he tid but m.r 'sk•pticiam. · 
concerning the val.iclit)' ot muc~ of this· eon:atituted. another reason wh)" 
I never:beforetriecl w-write any- summaey statement covering the technical 
phases of the recent developaent. 'nle wisdom of being thus hesitant to 
precipitate into• pri.nt ·arr, neet:U.eaely-·unfound.ed account' of th• property's 
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recent developaent was disclosed to me recently by Mr. Ingle who personally 
told me that he had been under official orders to not show me underground 
or otherwise supply me with various bits of technical data when he was 
superintendent of operations during the period of the Joy McCartney 
lesseeship. This restraint I have good reason to feel originated from the 

.owners more so than it did from the operator, and represents Dr. Young's 
influence most]J as using his personal charm and affability to peddle 
a person aline of bull was one of the Doc's techniques when he wanted to 
spread a rumor which might be advantageous to the developnent of one ot 
his deals to have spread.. This is lmY" the present report is limited 
almost sole]J to a chronological account of the histor.r and sequence of 
operations with essentially no comment whatsoever on the technical phases 
of any of the recent work. 

IOUUOO( Jl JHOU 101 U 

Report by: N.s. Wagner 
Date: 1-26-55 
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PT.l MINE ( Gold ) Greenhorn District Greenhorn Area 

Owner · Frank Jtewart, 2515 Valley Ureet , Baker, Oregon. 

Location: Between forks of McWillis Gulch in sec.2, T.10 S., R. 35 E. 

Area : Six unpatented claims. 

Development: All workings are caved . \ drift on the old ?yx claim was 
driven 600 feet. .\. drift on the new Pyx claim is 150 feet in length , A 
shaft 150 feet in depth is full of water . 

"Development consists of several tunnels and shaft, totaling 500 feet . 
Vein is argillite . Vein minerals are pyrite in quartz. 11~0 milling record-
ed; small production" . 

Reference: Hewett 31:20 (quoted ) . 
--------



1069 State Office Building 
Portland 1, Oregon 

PrX KID (Lode gold) Oreenhorn Diatriot. 
GrautC..V 

Forewords 

Logationa 

Area.and 
Ownenhip: 

Hiator;r: 

The following report has been prepared tor the purpose of 

recording th• random bit ot exiatent information on th• property'• 

hiator;r in an organized lllllllDer. While th• amount ot anUabl• 

doowaentar,r data tor doing thi• ia J18&ger there appears to be little 

reaaon tor entertaining azJ7 continued hope ot securing more in th• 

foreseeable future especially so that tor the ujor phasu ot earl.7 

dq operation. Scant aa it therefore ia 'When it COIIIN to aigniticant 

production figures, comprehensive description ot the workings, etc, the 

history- eumarized in the tollold.ng paragraph• repreaenta the aum­

total ot what can now be ottered u nritied to a reaonable extent bJ' 

&Tailable record■ ot a reliable aort. 

'l'he approximate location, aubject. to tut.UN correction, 1a T. 10 

s., R. 35 E., sections l and 2. Thia is a mile and a halt to two 

miles northeast of the old townaite ot Greenhorn and 54 miles troa 

Baker Tia Whitnq and Suapter. 

The property is reportedly' comprised ot 10 unpatented lode claiu 

owned bJ' Al Ritchie, Walla Walla, Washington, s.J. Cbmidling, Baker, 

Dr. E.B. Young, Cornad.a, California and Don Kempher, Shoahone, Ne'Y&da. 

The Pyx is one ot the older lode mines in the Greenhorn area. 

Otficial records ot its earliest histor;y are entirely lacking but it 

ia gener&ll7 known that the firat operation or consequence was 

conducted by Al Geiser during the closing decades of the last century 

on 'What is now known as the "Old" Pyx. Geiser•s principal operation 

--- -----------------------------------
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1fU oondaoW \bro,ap a 2,0 teot --r, 111.11!14,0 feet, ot 1 .... i. and. nea.,.... 
tAJOONiag to a ... "1 ... • appaari.na 1a t.A• BYaing M-.na tor Decaber as. 1199. 

11ai• art:Lcle al.ao stated tllat. the .P,x wu at that, U.. inao'U.n amt '-' Oeia,r 

wae -.paecl 1n th• out.a tdll1ng of.,,... troa t.he Banut,te ~ throqh --·• ti..,_ 
atup PJ:x.W.. 

wtq, Geiaer oeuecl aot.1Te operat,ion ot t.h• Pyx ie•t. preaenU, clear.. ~tiler 

1a it, pnaei1U, clear who hie part.nera or th• propert.y• • ...,._.n ld.gbt, _.._., 

been•· btlt another article 1n the Blue Mountain. AMrioan tor Oct.oNr •ztth, ·· 19'0 ' .... ·· . • ·· 

&eCOIUlt- ot •• t.rouble bet.wen t.h• ownen." ,_-- · . ' . ·::;:_: :::,:ti·_-. \:'._, 

Other lat.er new• 1~ imlicate that, the propertJ' coa\irmecl 1wt4,..; .. U 

the Jlext operation began 1a lW, tolloving purch&H et the pnpeft7-, a lllt-,,Cupia 

ot lew York 1a 190S or 1906. !he ator., 1a that Cu.pin vu alreaq ... rot th• 

nearby fhoe1\1x lCben he bought th• P.Yx. that hia obj•tin 1a purohuing .\U•· Pp 
,5:.·· . . 

wu to aecve t.h• a:111. and that h1a tint, ottioial act u owner of ta• Pp _.Jl'lo -­

.,.,. the 11111 \o \.he Phoenix properi,J'. Suaequent, d1aooft17 of a uw lad • ~• 

'1x pollDd. led to th• ..... nt.ul denloiaent ot llbat ia DOV known u \he ••--• 1J1x 
•·····: I 

wrlc:1ap. Thia new di■COTfl'T didn't •t•ri&U.•• till after the aill 11a4·..._1 

•net;;~• and thu Chapin vu l.rt fand. with the need. of treipUag ~· on 

to tbe.Jlboenix dving the early' atapa of \he lev PJx Uftlopaeat. • 

......... leu\. partial -nr¥1cation ot the foregoing acooat, 1• oont.aiMK\ A',~ --• 
, ;,J: 

&t"Ucl.e in the Blue lfoatian Alleri.oan tor lo..-..ber 30th, 1907. 1lda ~ "~• 
~- ,, " ' ' . ' :: '':}y~~ ; :\ :- t 

tu . ..,........t wit.h a direct ql10te 'Nhich et&tecl wngat other thiDc• t.1ri\''\~ 
.,... •tov tew on the road all •• \iu b.aul 1ng ore troll \he Pyx to t.-. Jihti>nn!~ 

.w.• amt ..., pl.au aiatecl tor the erection ot a nn llill oa th• Pp ~ v._ 
tollovJ.ng ,ear. 

Opitra.Uon ot th• lew P,rx 1a undentood to haw contimlld tor 'the •~!•t -th1'M or tour ,..an. 'ftlere are again no authori.tati.Te reoom lb.__ '111111 ta• opefth. . 

vu terainatecl bp;. a w14el.T told •torr originating tn• indi:f'iclul.• llho ._. 

peraonalJ.T acquinted wit.h the operation whm it vu actiff ia that .,.. .. t.10 



and 1ar, .... oa1. ~- bJ' Chapin'• fiebl n.peria\adeat .. '-~ 

t&Otor ot major illpo:tt.aace. ilao a labor lien b:ro\11ht. a"v.t. by th• tiel.4 · 

n.peri.ntend.ent,1 a :ainppropriation of the J)ll'l'Ollo 'Whateffr the cue MT M t:b• 

propert.y enntually cam under th• oont.rol ot Prank Steward of Baur • J.t ill 

aaid ae original.17 retained 'by Cbapin a.• ifat.ehllan and then later bought. 'Q. "1• 

labor lien. 'the propert7 remained in Steward•• oont:rol, and inactive .-ept<tor 

...U acal• wrk \>7 Steward above until the spring of 1945, at whioh U.·an. 

option to purchue was oPta1ned b7 I••• Edward• of Baker. 
f 

Other handed clown at.oriel have ae:rnd to aurrcnmd the property with a loc.i 

reputa1.ion ot ha"ring prod'W)ed 1Utained yielda of ll1De ND ON cnt•:1 a1 QI tr. 

gold Tal.ues of tuul.ou proportions, e1peciall.7 ao troa the lw P;rx operatioD. 

eonduoted by' Chapin. Whereu tiae bas verr pl"O~ ••ned to crich tn ... • 

recollectione there ia neverth~eaa evorr Nuon to bol.ieft that ... ~ul.17 

rich ox-. vu uncloubtedq .co1111tered as the p:ropert;r ia sit.uat.ed 1a u. ...... . ilDW 
' ·~-

tor rioh pockets. In arv- eT8flt. there vu no turther large nale aot.1n'1' c>a.\.lle~ 

propen;r till th• auaer ot 1946 at which tin Edward.a and hi• aaNCiatn _.. 

a d.eal with Hr. Doclu or the Sierra Talc COllJ)&Dl' of Cal.i.tornia to r.,pea t.he .t-. 
;awnnce Wright., B, of San Francisco, was engaged "7 the coapanr to llake a 

?, 

&'9lOQ.C report on t.he propert7, and under the direotion ot J.B. H&lllle!', engineer 

tor the Sierra Talc 00llp&IV', a 300 toot croaa-cut vu nn d.urin& th• .-r of 

19,.6 to 1"9T9&l the vein on the Kew P.vx bet.wen the 150 and. the 100 too\ lfflla. 

Bight7 seven teet ot nw drift waa aleo run on the ftin. While a prclld.Ncl cow 

of the Wri&ht report vaa never given to the Department it, ean be aaicl ._t,._ 
aesq reaults tor au.pl.es taken trom the nelfl.T a:.poaed 't'ein wre npol"Mid to :be 

yer., aatiataowr.,. '11• Sierra Talc OOIIPIU\V' rel.inq\tishN. their intereat. lata• 

p:ropat,ytollow:tng the death of Kr.~ in 1<14'. 

Another group of potential operawra headed b.,' a Mr. Joy~;~~· 

Antonio, raaa, beeaae interested. in the property att.r t.ne ~ierra !al.« 'i111p 
. \ 

re~all• thttir interest. A considerable &IIOU.t ot work ia la»•· tiQ .. ~ .... 
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been done by this group during 1947 but here again no information ot a.rrr 
i 

kind/ was made available to the Department and all that can be said with 

certainty is that an underground shatt was sunk on the nin trom a point 

in the Sierra Talc Comparrr's dritt and that a ventilation raise was put 

up to the 100 toot level of the old -workings. 

There was considerable litigation between the owners beginning during 

the period when the Sierra Talc was lessee and extending through the 

time of the McCartney lease. This litigation terminated with a settlement 

which lett Mr. Edwards with ownership of the Phoenix property, but no 

longer associated with the Pyx. 

The propert7 is currently under lease to the Greenhorn Mountain 

DeveloJ:lllent Company, Box 908, Baker, Oregon. Mr. Ward L. Hill is general 

• manager and Glenn Ingle or Baker is superintendent. This compaiv commenced 

developunt ·and the construction of a 25 ton mill early in the spring ot 

1954. Most work was centered around the New P,x workings but attenUon 

was given to deTeloi:ment plans which might ultimately serve to connect 

the New Pyx and the Old Pyx wrkings. Some test milling was done during 

the summer and exploratory development was continued until the weather 

eonditions became adverse. All activity was then suspended and the 

property- is currently idle but it is/R~~tirent plans call for a 

resumption of exploratory develo}:lllent work in the spring. 

)I l(l(Jll(IUIUIUUI 

Informants: 'lbe Hendryx Mining Newe' files, Frank Klein, Ward Hill 
and assorted notes ma.de on the advice ot various 
of the owners active during the period of the 
Sierra Talc--Joy McCartney lesseeships. 

Date: 1-15-55 
Report bys N.S. Wagner 
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