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BRATCHER OPALITE LEDGE 

702 Woodlark Building 
Portland 5, Oregon 

Jackson Co. 
Ashland Area 

Visit was made at tie request of L.A. Bratcher, Rt. 1, Box 17, Ash­

land, Oregon. One half day was spent on the inspection. 

Location: NW~ of Sec. 24, T. 38 s., R. l E. The main pit is reach­

ed by going N. on Oak Street for 5 miles and turning right on a private 

road for 1.3 mileso 

Development: Several small pits on opalite bed. Pits dug with hand 

steel. 

Geology: The opalite is an interbed o:( the Tertiary basalt flows 

which cover the NE & E section of the Medford quadrangle. The bed is 

from 30-40 feet thick and is a pale yellow or cream colored rock which is 

heavily iron-stained in places. The opalite is badly fractured in some 

places. 

The attitude of bedding is near N. 30° W., 40° N.E., which is general­

ly conformable to the attitude of the enclosing volcanics. 

Assays on a 10' channel sample (PG-256A) and a grab sample (PG-256B) 

were as follows: 

PG-256A 
PG-256B 

Ignition Loss 1!& 

Nil 
Nil 

The samples were taken with the possibility of mercury being present, 

so heavily iron-stained were assayed. As most of the loss on ignition 

was undoubtedly wa.ter, the remainde·r ·is probabtY all hematite. 

There are essentially unlimit.~.d. ~, as the outcrop is about 1 
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Property Visitea•\'J:.i., -29, 1955. egrt written: Oct. 6, 1955 
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1069 State Office Building 
Portland 1, Oregon 

Jaekaon ONlt.,' 
Aahland. Dietrl.~ 

O,,.t•• L. A • ...,teher and Charle• Book.er., .lahland. 

L9e,1., . Kit HO. 2.5, T. 39 s., ll. l w., at, about 4,100 fMt. •1-

na.Um on the IIOllt.hwat aide ot · 11om Ow.ch, a trimtar,- to lfaper ea.-. 
The pnspeot is reached 'ti.a the W'apr Creek road• .5 mile• IOU.th of Tel.eat 

ancl t.hen to t.ne left • ) ail.ea ot road to the pro1pect. !ha last l ndl.e 

of road a'boft Horn Ow.oh 11 quite at.Np and puaaltle b,r jeep onq when 4J7. 

I!!Yfl•JPM$: 1 Working• ccuiet of a 170-toot tunnel and. a new IIV'f&N 

--.Tat.ion whieh upoHa t-he win in the guUJ-. Three 1Mller out.a wzre 

mad• at 'ft.l"ioua place• on the Tein northwat of the main vorld.np. 

{aoloqt Th• clepoait i• a pepati\ic quans win in a ~ 

ed._. dark-colored quarts diorite oontaining aburld.&nt biotit.e and hornllltllllle. 

1M win at.rik•• N. ,o• w. and dips 57° RI. When expoMd. 1a the~··· 

ope cut a.bow the t\lMel the vein 1• 8, feet thiek. The nort.heut aide of 

\he wia oouiat.a ot 4 feet of highq fraatured ircm-ataine4 quarts, &114 

the aa\hwat halt 11 a tractved iron-atained pepatite with 111.nor nl­

paidea including )V'l"ite and IIIDll'bdenite. The quart.s win 1• expoNd ia\ff-
·, ; ,i. 

aittentq <m1r a distance of &D011t 1000 t .. t along thl strike. It out.rope 

-~ nl7 on the • hill.aide nort.hwat ot tbl aull7, where wicltha of a w 12 

tnt ot tairq pare quarts are exposed. A prGllinent joint pa.ttem baa 

clneloped. parallel to the walla ot the Tein. A 10-foot chip euple waa 

taken aero•• the win at the cut -l9cated on the nort.hweat 114• ot the 

ridp about aoo feet northwat ot the 1'1111'• The Maple (llQ..,5001 P-22167) 
, - •., 

ueqect 99.3S pel"CClt s102 anc1 0.02 pez-eent eao. 

The tunnel tnnde ahloet due wet fop 90 f•t wblre it internet• 



Jbt&teher #llJ Prospect 

· the win. It. then clrifta te the northwat al.ong ti. vein tor ,0 f•t, 

aa4 fNa t.hia point tuma wat. into the teot.llllll.1 a diata.ace of ,0 feet.. 

Where u:po,ed in the tunnel the nin 1a troa leu than 2 feet, to abou.t. 4 

tee\ thick. The pepa.tite pertion ot the vein waa not reoogniHd. in the 

tunnel. A m:laor &JI.O\l1lt. ot eopper stain we.a noted. 

Ana,- aaaplea include the followings A 4-toot ohip eaaple aaroA \he 

pepat1te (80llthwat. aide ot win in gulch out., RG-SOl, P-22168) &8aqN 
. . . ' 

0.02 os./ton Au, Trace Ag, and 'hue Mo. A 4-toot obip u,-1 the qurts 

vein at the gu.leh cut aeU,J'9d Bil in both gold and silver aa did a 2t-foo\ 
chip Na:ple on the vein in the tunnel. A. hiah-and• •tap.le of pepa.tite 

v.lt.h aol.Jbdenite on the tractuNa (R0-336, P-21661) aa-,.ct 2.00 pereent. 

Mo. 

Additiou.J. aaapllna ot the vein eapeei.alJT 1n t.bl tunnel_,. indicate 

zones or ahoot.a in the w1n which contain better gold n.luea. 'lnm.cld.Dg 

ot the apparentq wider port.ion■ ot the qurts w1n to •• it gnater 

v.ldt.ha &N available u a pouil»le eoura ot silica mq alao 'be aclTiaaala. 

Vitpi\tJJt 10/l8/S7 - v.lth L. A. Bratcher ancl Charles Rooker. 

~;ort, Jqa L. R. - ll/U/57. 

****** 



Addendum Report 

BilATCHm SILICA lo, 10 (S102, Mo) 
Aslilmd Dj strict 
Jackson County 

lew dnelopaent work b7 Brat.cher and Bob Sarna haa e:xpoaed the per­

aiewnt quarts win tor at leut lSOO feet alon,c the ■trike and up to 

lS teet depth. 'l'blt nin a:nl"&ge■ about 8 teet wide 'but 1• up to 1, -

20 teet wide in ))lac••• Post win faulting is apparent am alickenaid•• 

ahow:l.ng dip-Blip •• wall aa small ottaeta haw been exposed. A sample 

or iron-stained gouge at the contact ot the vein and hanging wall -.. 

aaeayed with Nault• u tollow, 

VG-lOS - Trace 

Part. or thl excauticn work wu done by a group tr• Roaeburg rep.. 

reeented bJ" H. tc. Thurber. 

v1gtec.t1 s/12/6/J 

Ii 



E.n.t.Linc;.tion 
2;35G6tz 

1:l:1-S 'l\,H~lM ... .;.J,ou.:.~,.':i:0.cl =s 
2527 ~resno St~eet., ~resno, C~lif. 

1'or· - .i.Jr. L • .b • . ;:::L.b.tcLer· 
Ht. l, Box 17 
.Ashlo~~u., Greg on 

Lot t7l of scuaelitb ~onc0Lt~b.G~ ll3 CGLS) s~rr.pl~~ by ~ouinic Botta 
of 1'.r..e 'I\,inint::: J.,;::co01c.to1ies, on June 20, J..'J•..:9. 

~oi~:u~c------------------------------------------------Nil 

Gr·oss...: - ----- -- -· --- -3.1:.c. ~ 7 lbs. 
~&ia-------------- 78 lbs. 
~ositu~e---------- 111 lbs. 

Let Qij/ Vveif1~-c-----3·cc.9 lbs. 

units oi ~J3 -----------------------------------------lu9.l0029 

bE (~oG~) -------------------------------------- 0.36fo 

SliLfhUL (b) ------------------------------------ 0.O8~ 

0o~per lCu; ------------------------------------ 0.01~ 

By J!'rsu W. 'I'winint 

v~ /ss 
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'l'J.:i.E 1',ili', .:i.1\l.. .LA.Bo .. ~.,, Tuh: ~s 
2b~? 1resno Street, ~resno, C&lif. 

June 2?, 19':i:9 

~Xc1hlinc:. ti on 
2~:::ie99 

For· - i.1r. ./..J. b. D1 a tci..6 I· 
rtt. l, box 17 
.Aslllunu , UI'ef;O n 

::i&w.:ple - 'l'c:iils 

- fercent b~ weight 
Tungsten trioxiae, W03 -------------------------- O.l~ 

By ~rect W. Twining 
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MEMO REPORT BRATCHER SOAPSTONE PROSPECT 

Owner 

L.A. Bratcher, Ashland, Oregon. 

Location 

1069 State Office Building 
Portland 1, Oregon 

ASHLAND DISTRICT 
JACKSON COUNTY 

North edge sec. 18, T. 39 s., R. l E. at about 3700 feet elevation. 
The main cut is about 40 feet south and 400 feet west of the t corner between 
secs. 7 and 18. It is reached via the Ashland mine road and a branching dirt 
road to the southeast up the ridge. It is about 4~ miles from Ashland. 

Development 

To date only shallow cuts have been made exposing several small bodies 
of soapstone and minor occurrences of vermiculite. At the time visited 
excavation work was being done to deepen the cut and improve the exposures. 
The excavated area was about 60 feet in diameter and up to 10 feet deep. 

Geology 

The soapstone occurs as selvages and lenses as much as 8 feet thick at 
various places along the margins of pegmatitic to dioritic dikes which pene­
trate a body of serpentine. The outlines of the body of serpentine have not 
been accurately determined, but it appea~s to be about 1,000 feet wide and 
more than 2,000 feet long. It is completely surrounded by granodiorite and 
quartz diorite of the Ashland stock and appears to be a type of roof pendant. 
The soapstone occurs as selvages and as lenses of altered serpentine along 
the dike contacts. Some of the soapstone contains abundant tremolite inter­
mixed with the talc. 

At the main cut, soapstone is exposed along the contacts of a branching 
Y-shaped diorite dike. The dike strikes northerly and its 10-foot wide branch­
ing arms extend southward into the hill. The widest area of talc alteration 
appears to be in a zone about 15 feet lying between the branching dike arms 
near their point of convergence. Some serpentine is also present in this 
interior zone of soapstone. The outer edges of the dikes appear to have less 
alteration and narrower soapstone selvages. The outer or eastern edge of the 
eastern dike arm has about 8 inches of soapstone along its sheared contact 
and the outer or western edge of the western dike arm has as much as 4 feet 
of soapstone along its contact. 

Mining 

Mr. Tom Carrithers was working with Mr. Bratcher. They were deepening 
the cut to better expose the soapstone_ Carrithers, who is from Santa Cruz, 

.. 
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- 2 -

· California, planned to operate the mine (open cut preferably) and put the 
soapstone on railroad cars in Ashland for a certain agreed price. They 
were somewhat disappointed with the limited exposures and the intermixed 
nature of the diorite, but intend to produce or salvage as much soapstone 
as can be readily'mined to return some of the development expenses. If 
sufficient improvement of the appearance of the deposit occurs with further 
development, mining will continue. 

Visited: 5-19-64 
Report by: Len Ramp - 5-22-64 

, ... ., 
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cStatE- 'De 'aitJnent o · §'eoLo 
702 Woodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon \ 

6Rosswf. 
AP~-/, I LIO TtJ"I l 

PW.tCBAEE STATE.MENT, Turrgsten Ore Concentrate 

Bishop, dalif., Dece~bet 28 1949 

Seller__, __ =B~r~a~t~c~h~e~r-=M~i~n~i~n~g~C~o~~---------------------

68 E. 11/1:ain St., Ashlend 1 · uregon 

Ma ter·ial. 2203 lbs. Scheeli te (Joncentrbte ~ot or Delivery No •••••• __ 

Assay:58.132 1o W03 6".t.032 Units W03, Under oO%W03 ••••• Penalty ~0.1868 /unit 

_0_._18 _ _.% Molybdenum .•....•.••••••.•••...•.••.... 

.153 ~ Phosphorous ••••• ~ •••.• ~ •••••••••• ~ ••••• 

__ • _l_l_....,.o/o Sulphur. • • • • • .......•.. ~ . ~ ...... ~• ..... . tt 

/unit ----· 
1.03 I " ----· 

I " ----
• 0 l . o/o Copp er •.•••••••••••••••••••••• -~. • • • n 

% to • ,:,o· l• y •• C
0 

0° r·,p· • F. J.: n° a· l·~·. ~ ~~ • • • • • • " ____ / : 
(W03 Units aujusted = ;~ 

, Handling Charge ••••• 50 / 

.~ Total DeQuctiona ••• l.7168 / " 

Pay per Unit: f23.,50 , less -~ •••••••• Deduction •••••••••• $21.7832/ " 

Provisional ___ % $ ___ _ 

Char·ges: Fi:·eig11t f~. pgr'ading ~----· •••••••••••••••• 

-Sarup.Ling-Ass1:J.,ying tlo.00 &.35.00 rllenQing 'tl'll.02 Pkgs. ~---····~141.59 

Net to Seller i 1253.23 

Acivance Paym.E-nt __ l_O._/_l"'""'O ..... -......_1 .... ·3_2_8 ____ .2_8_,._·_l_l-'-/_2_6-'._4...;.9_-___.,,li..;;.6..;;.5...;.3..;. • ..;.0...;.d __ 

\5 981.28 

Halance of ~~ovisionbl ·· Final X --- Settlellient to baller J271.95 

C. W • .Jones 
Owner or· Author·izect .Agent, Seller. .Assignee,sand/or .buyer. 



.. ,$lalc, (])q,.attmw1 of §eofo9:1 ~ c:A1uuuJJ:!ndu~bue!. 

(-,42c," l,ot. 
1:,,,p~t'. 11/-IJ r,uv J, 

702 W oodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

FURCH.AS!: S'l'.A'I'&,IENT, Tungsten Ore Concent1·ate 

Bishop, Calif. , December 28 

beiler ___ ;;;;B.;;;r.;;;"-t_c,;;;h..;;e.;;;r_·_M;.;;;1_n_i_n;J..gi...· _c-o_. ____________________ _ 

68 E • .Main 6t; • Ashlti.ri<i. Oregon 

Meteridl 2~03 lbs. ScL~elite ~oncentrbte .Lot or Deliv:cr~, No •••••• _ 

_ o_._18_· _ _,ft, .Molybuenum ••••••••• · •• ~; ~·; •••••••••••• ;. If UJ:lit ----
" _l_."_0_3 __ / " 

_._ •. _l_l_-~ Sulphur•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• " " 
'fo co,,per ...................... -~~ .. . 

___ ___.% •••••••••••••••••• ·~~ ~ •••••• 
,,,--.__; .· '\) 

(W03 Units t:1u.justea. to 1:01:y Corp Final~' 
~ ~ Handling Cil&rge. • • • • 50 / 

W\. "-0 Total Dao.uotions ••• l.7168 / 

P1:1y per Unit:· j23.t>O , less ~~;.;;.;s;,~::r..~ •••••••·D8auction ••••••• •••121.7832/ 

" " 
" tf 

" 
,, 

Gross Pay: o'J:.032 Uni ts ~ '' .. ~~.=.z;.;;;.... Unit ••••••••••• ,jj:1394. 82 · 

Cnar·ges: Freignt 

~ Pr·ovisional _ ____,% $, ___ _ 

i~ Upg1'urli11g itii ____ ••••••••••••••••• 

Net to Jbller i lib~.23 

.Au.van c e .P a;y wt.;Il t __ l_0...,/_1_0_· ____ ,_3_2_8_· • __ .;d __ b...,, ___ l_l.._/_G_o __ ~ __ ':t...,9_-__.f,.;;6..,;.b_3-•_o_o __ _ 

S~ttlewe~t to ~aller ~2?l.9b 

c. w. Jones 
0\lv'UBr O.L Authorl~eo. iit,ent, Seller. 
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PLAN St ate of Ore8on 
Department of Geo lo8y and 

Mineral 

~• FAULT OR FRACTURE 

~ECTROGRAPHIC ANALYSES 

............. ........ APPROX I MA TE 

DEVELOPMENT 

LIMITS OF MINING 

WORK APRIL 1951 

Indus t r ie s 

AND 

----- DEPTH OF DEVELOPMENT WORK, AP R IL, 1951 

SCALE 

30 60 
E---3 E----3 E----3 

90 Feet 
E----3 FIG.3 

PLAN AND SECTION OF THE MAIN TACTITE LENS AT THE BRATCHER MINE 



CRIB HlNERAL ~ESDUKCES flLE 12 

Nt~E ANO LCClTI DN 

RECORD IDENTIFICATION 
REC □ RD N□•••••••••••• MU61~77 
RECJRD TYPE•••••••••• llM 
COUNTRY/ORGANIZATION. USGS 
MAP (OOE ·NO. OF REC •• 

REPORTER 
iAIE••••••••••••••••••••••••••• SMITH. ~DSCOE N. 
DAT=••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 78 08 
UPOlTEO •••••••••••••••••••••••• 80 12 
BY ••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••• F~RNS, f'ARK L.; (BROOKS, HOWA.F:O C.) 

DEPOSIT NAME••••••••••••••••• BRATCHER O?AllTE LEUGE 

COUNTRY CODE••••••••••••••••• JS 
COUNTRY NA~E: U~ITEO STATES 

STAlE CCOE.•••••••••••••• OR 
STAIE NAME: JRE;QN 

COUNTY...... • • • • • • • • • • .. • • • JACKS ON • 
QUAD SCALE 
1: 62500 

LAilTlJOE 
42-15-20N 

UTM NORTHl.NG 
'tb78000. 

TWP' •••• •• 
RANGE •••• 
Sl:.Cf I Ohl.• 
MERIDIAN. 

!.8S 
OlE 
lit 
WB &. K 

QUAD NO OR N~ME 
LAKE CREEK 

LONG HUDE 
122-39-16}J 

uni EASTING 
528500. 

LOCATION CDKMENTS: NW 1/4 

COMMODITY INFOR~ATION 
COHKDDlTIES P~ESENT•••••••••• SIL 

ANALYTICAL DAfA(GENERALl 
ASSAYED AT 94~ SI U2, NIL HG 

ElPLCRATION lNO OEVELOPHEHT 
STATUS OF EXPLOR. OR _OE~. 1 

UT N 2CNE NH 
+10 



CO!~MENTS(DESC~IP. Of WORKINGS): 
i lTS 

PRODU CTION 
N □ PRDOUCTIOJI: 

GEOLOGY AND MINERALOGY 

A&[ OF HOST ROCKS•••••••••••• OLl&L- KlD 
HOST ROCK lYPES ......... •••••• TUFft ANDESllE 

LOCAL GEOLOGY 
HAHES/AGE JF FDRKATIONS.UNITS.DR ROCK TYPE S 
l) NAijE: LlTTLE B~TTE VOLCANIC SERIES 

AGE: OLIG'.l-MIO 

GENERAL REFERE~CES 
l) BRATCHER DPALITE; DDGMI UNPU BLISHED FILE REPORT 
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