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Orai.eo (Hamish) Bentonite 

Owners 
Ormico Product• 
Harry Hamish, pres. 

Wilford Long, Seo. 

Area: 
400 acres of' deeded ~~ 

_._/.-' 

Location: , 

702 Woodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

Report by H. M. Dole 
September 10, 1946 

Ashland Mining District 
J'ackson County 

P. o. Box 345 
Medford, Oregon 

401 Pittock Block 
Portland, Oregon 

In sections 4 and 5, T·.38S, R.2E. Camp is at the former location 
or Climax P. o. The headwaters of Antelopt3 Creek run through 
the property. It is 28 miles from Medford and 18 from. Ashland 
by road. 

History1 
Bentonite was first recognized in 1944. Prior to this ti-::e property 
was worked for the medicinal values obtained from the clays and 
springs, from which the Ormico Products are made. Present work 
consists of leaching the •medicine" clay and preparation of their 
product. •., 

;. 

Topograohyt 
Typical landslide topography. 

Development 1rork1 
One amall (l' wide by 8 1 deep) cut. and several hflnr1 auger holes 
for the bentonit,e. The "medicine clay" has been "opened up" by a 
few sme.11 cute. There are several sheds to hold. the "crystals" of 
the •medicine clay" and one building for the curing an 1'l bottling 
of the tonic. 

Geologys 
The PrAHginary Geologic Maj:' of the Medford Quadt;angle (Wells • 39) 
sho11rs this to be a landslide erea 1n the Tertiary lava series of 
the Western c~scades. A .fault is mapped at this locality as 
forming the contact between the lava series and the overlying white 
rhyolitic tuf'f'. One mile to the southeast is Sha.le City where 
Wells reports a "Very thinly laminated, carbonaceous, tuffaceous 
shale containing leaf prints", and Ir. Hamish stated that coal 
seams are found on Grizzly Peak one mile to the southwest. 

Aa far as could be determined, the bentonite and "medicine clay" 
has been explored only along the fault zone. 



702 W cod.lark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

'!,he area that was visited and in which the explor&tion has been 
done is typical landslide topography: hummocky, small blocks 
tipped at all angles, disrupted drainage, an11 uneven slopes. 
Springs tu1,1 seeps are common and evidently mark tl-ie fault 
mapped by T11ells. It is believed that percolating waters along 
the fault have been largely responsible for the alteration of 
the ash. Throughout the shifted blocks there are spots of 
altered material which appear to be of a fairly good grade of 
bentonite and much better quality than the cut visited. These 
spots were not continous and were m'xed with the soil so are not 
of' economic size. However, they indicate that alterat:l.on and 
saturation by solutions is the reason for the bentoni te nnd +,he 
landslides. The efore if' any bentoni te is to be "'ound lj'rill 
be near the fault zone and its 4uantity WO';ld be determined by 
the amount left after-jiovement. 

,..·., 

Mining: 
None. 

Economics, 
The continuity of the bed exposed by the cut I saw is questionable. 
But if tests prove this to be a good grade of bentoni t,e it is 
likely that the horizon could be found in place Without too 
much expense. 

Mr. Hamish states that in the cuts made, a thickness of 15 1 to 
20' is indicated. He also stated that a small drift in bentonite 
w1."a driven last year about a mile north of the one ·~rt visited. 
This dri.f't is now caved so was not seen. But: if this is also of 
good quality considerable tonnage is indicated. 

If possible several new cuts and drifts are to be made this autumn 
to try and determine the exact attitude of the bentonite horizon. 
If this work is done I Will revisit the property. 

At the present time the road f'rom Medford tot.he property is only 
a fair weather road and in many spot,s is very rough. '!'he last 3/L, to 
a mile must be made on foot. Next month, October, a logging 
outfit is supposed to start putting in a gravelled road which will 
connect with the road to Ashland. If this is done' the property 
will be readily accessible. 

Samples: 

P-5218 From the 4' x8' cut visited. This has been ex-".'osed "or some 
time and is somewhat weathered. The material is light yellowish­
green in color, somewhat sticky, and has a "soapy" feel. 

P-5219 Float from just below the bunkers of the "medicine clay". 
W1i'e in color, unctious, and hns a conchoidal fracture. This 
ie probably just a common clay. Mr. Hamish thought it might 
be dessicated "medicine clay". 



702 Woodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

P-5220 Float :f.'rom various places along the trail froru end of the road 
to the mineral sprinr,s. Similar to #2. 

Note: It is thought that, insufficient exposures were seen to warrant 
anything but Eo. cursory examination. As a result it is but a preliminary 
report and should be recognized as such. Also the whole thing seems quite 
11iffy11 to me but I believe it is worthy or some kind of e. report • 

., 
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Hamish tientonite 

lieniar1'& 

702 Wood.lark Building 
Portlanci, Oregon 

J!'ebruary 10, 196:'d 

This I'eport is intended .J:ll·ima1·ily as h means 

of recoruing the various test work muae on 

t.u.e cluJ , until such tin.e as a ret;..ulur report 

is justified. 
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vevel~~ wori,; since Dole's report coi.&ists 

~ ~rel locstion cu ts. Most of tLese are iu 

~~o~s slide m.ate.rial emu ol' little v;or·th in 

~etermining the extent of the ue:;,osi t • 
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