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702 Woodlark Building
Portland 5, Oregon

MIN-A-RAY PROPIRTY Ashland Area Jagkson County
(011 shale & medical water)

Qwper: Masthew P, Thommes, 1816 W, 8th Street, Los aAngsles 5, Califernia,
FProperty known as Nin.A-HRay Laboratories,

m‘x‘“"‘“‘ %metmm 16, T. 38 5., B 2 %., and B§ NU} and

Wi S% sec. 16, 7. B., R, 27, 0Of the latter bleck, Thommes owne only the
north 15 acres,

Area: 120 acres in the first dlock, and 15 icrn of the second bloei,

Eistory: The propepty has had a varied history, as rageived from various
reports. It was originally opensd for the production of a medical water.
Certain portions of the tuff vere lesshed and the leachings were used for
variouns medieal preparations, later an attempt wvas made to distill oil from
the reperted oil shale, A retort was built, ut insacurely anchored so that
it blew over during a heavy wind storm. Another retort wvas tmils, An sxten-
sive eopen cus, nearly an eighth of a mile long was opened, with small under-
ground workings. This project ultimately failed because of the mmall oil
content, and principally beeanss of financial troubles, About 1938, full title
to the property was vested in M., P, Thommes, who prepares a ‘“medical water. "

The property has had wvarions names, At one time it was called Rallways
% Industries Corporation., About 1927 it was imown as Facific Lumber &
Shaleries, Inc,, with Chas, D, Cronch as president, Ashland, Oregon. Later,
(1936-19381) 1t was known as Medice Minerals Company with ¥, C, Hurd of
Ashland, as president. There is a record of a lease for oll shale, known as
011 Shale Leass, Rosedurgz O144&4, This leass finally was terminated at the
request of the Company as they were unable to keep up the lease payments.

At one time there were 32 cadins at the preperty, the locality bveling
nown as Shnle Cisy. It in so maried sn the Nedferd topaographie Qquadmrangle.
Unly four or five of the cabins remain. The retoert building is in ruins,
Rails hun bean nﬂppod Listle or no equipment remains,

The propsrty ws mnnigutml by the USGE durisg the Medfaoxd geelegle
napping. VYells was mast unenthusiastie abous the of) shale, ¢ his yrim&pul
statsnent ie -~ “the white tntf member contains some organic matter.”

Development: Blecussed hrgoly mQr “Rntm "

'~ . The sowntry reeke of the area are the "Tvf" Lava Series of
Valls (30) censisting of dominanily dark-gray andesite flowe with local lay-
ars of tuff and wrescia, Within the "Pvf" series is a White Tuff member
eomaisting of fine~grained whise rhyolisic tuff, The tuff is indurated to

e



prastically shale that weathers into 1/8 inch shals plates, Ocoasionally
‘layers of goarser material ocour within the "shale™; they contain small
pebbles which may be pumice,

The "oil shale® is found at two horiszons. The uppar stratum ocoure
abovs a poorly consolidated coarse-grained tuff that i{& dark cclored in wpots.
The wpper atratum is very peorly axposed and n¢ samplee were obtained., <he
coarea~-grained tuff gives off a distingt odor of sulpbur, and a suggestion
of arsenic, This material forme the tasis of the “"wedical wmter.® The lower
stratum oceurs bdelow 2 ten~ (1) foot interbed of the coaree $uff, It is well
compnoted, and appesars bhrewvnlsh to almost bleck from incluvded organic matter.
Dry pieces of this shale will hurn, Twe samples were chiainsd of this materisl.

vnterope are poer, and old workings are caved and slumped g0 that neo
thickmess of "eil shals® conld be cetemminsd withent sonsideradle sxcavation.

The age of this white tuff is reported by Chansy (3C. as beiag middle
Miocene on the basis of leaf foseils, do diagnostic fauna have Veen found,

: A 'sjpnclm;f,m reportedly from this loocality showed & little oil
qualitatively. Two samples of the shale submitted subsequently failed to
show any oil content,

Befarencen:
Wolls (39) Medford Cecloglc Map

Chaney (30) Chaney, R, W. Suggestions regarding the age of the Southern
Cascade Range: abst,, 8.5.A, Bull,, v, 41, pp. 147-148, 1930,

iInformante: M. ¥, Thommes and R, C. Treasher, July 23, 1943,
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Appendix

The property was visited oa July 14, 1950 by Hollls ¥, Dole and David J.
White, Departmsnt geologists. Thsy reported that thers had been nc recent
activity at the proparty and that the rsport prepared by Treasher in 1343
needed 1ittle or no revision. Dole, in a leatter dated July 15, 1950 to the
Fortland office, stated that "I do not believe thers is any great tonnage
involved no matter vhat grade of “oi) shale® it is,’ Hy reason for dalleving
4% s this: The exposnrs is in a saddle, no more than a fev hundred yards
long and no more than a few tens of yards wida, Stream dlssection would have
ent throvgh and sroded away any Quantity of "oil shala" that might have been
presant in an %% direction and the hills rise sharply on aither side of the
saddls so that the lavas and pyroclastics would form an extremely thick cover
in a H-5 direction, But -~ thare is no reason for bellsving the areal extent
is very great, And then it ie quite wmlikely that the “oil" wearing beds are
very thick, The whole section may be 30'-40' thick tnt the black shales are
probably mmch less than that - probadly no more than a fow fest thick,®




Samples sutmitted by Dele and White resturned the follewing:

do,
F-1009%

F-10096

E-17097

F-10038

TFicked sample of white and brown shale from open out
above logging road

Brown t9 black shala. chipy sample along channel in
upper 3-ft, of face of open pit below logging road

Tan and white poorly censolidated coarsa-grained suff
with dark spois and shale layers

Shale and'}uﬂ

Patrolewum

~Rergenk
2.78

0.81

0.92

2,30




MIN-A-BAY CLAIMS ASHLAND DISTRICT
(011 shale)

(share @, v‘y)

i

(See Confidential File)

JACKSON COUNTY




26 Oregon Metal Mines Handbook

"In summary, the mineral waters of the Ashland district belong to two
chief classes; the Colestin and Soda Springs waters are dominantly carbonate,
while the Lithia and Sulphur spring waters are chloro-carbonate. As compared
with similar waters found elsewhere many of the Oregon springs show an unusual
quantity of potassium; the salinity of the sulphur springs is low, but that
of the Lithia springs is high. The sulphur springs are quite rich in silica
and the Soda springs in magnesium. Finally, the Ashland lithia waters are
remarkably high in their tenor of lithium, and deserve recognition for that
fact," :

Reference: - Winchell, 14382, 98,99,100,104, 105. (quoted)
4

L/‘LNDY MINE (coal) Ashland area
see Beoson Mine

Locations sea, 17, T; 38 8., Re } B

“In sec. 17, T. 38 8., R. 1 E,, at an olevation of about 2,400 feet, some
thln seams of coal have been opened by J. F, Mundy, ¢f Medford, The develop-
ment work included several dr{ll holes and tha results indicate the presence
of at least 2 coal seams about 500 feet apart.

-

"In sec, 16, T. 38 S.,R. 1 E,, a coal seam has been opened by Emmett
Beeson of Talent by means of a slope or incline shaft following the coal
nearly on its dip, This coal outorops in a ravine at the foot of a sandstone
eliff at an elevation of about 2,600 feet. Fossil improssions of leaves were
collected from shaly sandstone at an elevation of about 3,050 feet near the
top of the cliff a little south af east of the coal seam, The sandstone strikes
about S. #5° B, and dips about 25° N. E. at the place whare the fossils are
found. The coal seam has a etrike of N. 53° W, and a dip of about 16° N. E.
The slope opening this coal discloses a fault at 70 feet from the portal which
strikes N, 10° W, and dips about 62° E. The hanging wall of the fault is dis-
placed vertically downward about 6 feet, At about 120 feet frow the portel
the coal seam is narrowed to about 3 inches by the doming up of“the floor; at
the breast, about 130 feet from the portal, the coal is again nearly 2 feet
thick."

Referenge: (-Parks & §wartley, 161159 (quoted),

F e . iy P PR

M/NO NA!!“ (gold) - 7 Ashland area
kgcgi;ohz soo.‘;7,:r. uo's},'a, 2K, L : ; . ‘
Rgforogeo:“ﬁ.olll (39); No. 39 on Medford Map.

J : o

NO NAME  (gold) Ashland area

Losation: sec. 23, T. 39 S., B, 1 ¥.
This may be the Snapshot claim,

b// Reference: 0'611{ (}?). No. 33 on Kedford Map,
NG NAME  (placer) Ashland area
Location: seey: 36, T, 38 8., R. 1 W,
Reference: Vﬁbllua(jso. No. 23 on Medford Map.
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702 Woodlark Building
Report by: Ray C. Irreasne’ortland Oregon

Date: July 23, 1943.

- PRELEMINARY
(pendIng reports on samples)

MIN-A-RAY PROPERTY (0il shale & mediaeil water) Ashland area
Jacksan County
"Medical wgter"™ was prepared by leaching minerals from a
tuff. A% one time, the tuff shale was retorted éq an oil shale
for the recovery of oil but the venture failed. Some $300,000
is reported to have been spent on the property. Workings are
caved and slumped so that no estimate can be made of the thickness
of the "oil shales". Analysia of the aampfgsfgndioates
<§§?484 Ashland, Oregon.
PrOperty knolm as Min-A-Ray La os. c o '
Location: N} NW} and NW ec. 16, T, 38 S., R. 2 E,, and
Ei NE} and W4 SE} sec. %®; S., R. 2 E. 0Of the latter bloock,

Owner MattheW'P Thommes P.

Thommes owns only th 15 acrés.
. Area: 120 a <§§§n the first block, and 15 acres of the second
block. | o |

History: The property has had a varied history, as received
from various reports. It was originally opemed for the production
of a medical water. Certain portions of the tuff were leached and
thé leachings were used for yarious medicel preparations. Later

an attempt was made to distili oil from the reported oil shale.

A retort was"built, but insecurély enchored so that it blew over
during & heavy wind storm. Another retort was built. An extensive
open cut, nearly an eighth of a mile long was opened, with small




P - i Bl
Famadipiiun Tt om B ~
- L memra -

. B N
Y : .

state %s/za'ufmsnf 0/[ gso[oit/ and dl/(uzs’za[ ﬁnc[uﬂfus\

Min-A-Ray (2)

702 Woodlark Building
Portland, Oregon

underground workings. This project ultimately failed because of the
small oil content and principally because of financial troubles.
About 1938, rull title to the property was vested in M. P. Thommes,
who prepares a "medical water.

A certain portion or the tuff bed is dug out, gir dried and
then leached. The leached material 15 evaporated to dryness, and
solutions of varylng strength are prepared for the trade. The
watertzs is reported to cure various ailments, all under a doctor's
presoription.'

The property'has had various nemes . At one time it was called

Railways & Industries Corporation. Abou it was known as

Pacific Lumber & Shaleries, Inc., <§gi* . D, Crouch as president,
Ashland Oregon. Leter, (195&-1‘ was known as Medioo Minerals
Company with E. C. Hurd of A s president. There is a

recond or a lease for oil known as 011 Shale Lease, Roseburg

014464, This lease <£§§} was terminated at the request of the
e

Company as they wer to keep up the lease payments.

At one time gﬁgge were 32 cabins at the property, the locality
being known as Shale City. It is so marked on the Medford topographic
quadrangle. Only four or five of the cabins remain. The retort
building is in ruins. Ralls have been stiripped. Little or no
equipment remeins. |

The property was investigated by the USGS during the Medford

geologic ﬁspping. Wells was most unenthusiastic about the oil
},f“* shale, but his principal statement is -~ "the white tuff member
contains somo organic matter."

& | Dexelopment. Discussed largely under "History"
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702 Woodlark Building

Min-A-Ray (3) ' Portland, Oregon
Geology: The country rocks of the area are the "Tvf" Lava

Series of Wells (39) cdnsistins of dominately dark-gray andesite
flows with local layers of tuff end breccia. Within the "Tven
series is a White Tuff member consisting of fine-grained white
rhyolitic tuff. The tuff is indurated %o practically shale that
weathers into 1/8 inch shale plates. Occasionaly layers of coarser
material occur within the "shale"; they contaln small pebbles which
may be pumice. o

The "oil shale™" is found at two horizons. The upper stratum

occurs above a poorly consolidated coarse grained tuff that is
dark colored in spo®s. The upper stra§sé§§§very poérly~exposed

~~ and ho samp1es wére obtained. The 6g§55 ;grained tuff gives off
a distinet odor of sulphur, an <§§§gestion of arsenic. This
meterial forms the basis of jcal water". The lower stratum

occurs below a ten (?) rqgéfigterbed of the ocoarse tuff, It is
weil compacted, and a brownish to almost black from included
organic matter. & ces of this shale will burn. Two samples
were obtained of gggg material.

Outcrops are jpoor, and old workings are caved and slumped so
that no thickness of "oil shale" could be determined without
considerable excavation.

i The age of this white tuff is reported dy Chaney (30) as being
: middle Mlocene on the basis'or leaf fossils. No diagnostic fauna
é’ hase been found. | -

| Samples

DG 165 1s a sample of the ooarse grained tuff that is being used

for medical water, It was sent to Portland for spectirographic
analysis
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Min-A-Ray (4) 702 Woodlark Building
. Portland, Oregon

DG 166 is a sample of the oil shale that occurs immediately below the
coarse~-grained tuff. |

DG 167 is a sample of the oll sheale that occurs about four feet

~below DG 166. Both these samples were forwarded to Portland

for assay for oil.
Pictures: Two picturea were taken. One shows detqil of the

pit where samples were taken. The other shows the ruins of the

0ld retort building.

Referecnes

Wells (39) Medford Geologlc M&p

Chemey ( 30) Chaney, R. W.; Sugges Tegardlng the age of
the Softhern fxugs Cascade Range Q§§§§§S. A., Bull., v. 41,

pp. 147-148, 1930.

Other material whiech sh§§§§é§, checked are included in the

Bibliography of Oregon der the following abstract numbers:
§ 232 - Cheney
% o

Informents: M. P. Thommes end RCT, July 23, 1943.
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