
BAXTER LIMESTONE 

702 Woodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

Gold Hill area 

Mccroskey started work on the Beeman quarry which was ninspected 11 

in August, 1941. At that time I suggested that the lens was too sil
iceous, a point which was concurred upon by Miles Belden, who was then 
doing the actual engineering. liowever, Mccroskey indicated that he 
knew what he was doing so that was that. 

Subsequent development proved the conclusion was correct and the 
quarry was abandoned as the rock was too siliceous. Arrangenl3nts were 
made to secure the Baxter property and to develop those lenses. 

Some 5200 feet of road was built to the 11uppe1· quarry a. This road 
was almost completely ruined by the winter rains and will have to be 
largely rebuilt. The outfit built roads all over the hillside and in 
some cases failed to arrive at any limestone deposit. So they began 
another road. 

The upper quarry exposes a nhorse 11 of silseous material at the 
east side which rather discouraged that par~·c operation. Bull
dozer was resorted to, to clean off more li to the northwest, 
and trenching was done at aosenber~' s _ su~~t'i to :prove ~imestone 
over a length of 500 feet. I examinea y~ feet of this length. 

The limestone is cut by nwner~l sions of schist, including 
this one large body mentioned int i paragraph above. It is my 
impression that the rock is goin~ er difficulties for a low cost 
operation to produce paper roe~~ 

The ore bin is built~~~rs and 2 x 10 planks. Rock is dropped 
over 10 feet onto the slo g_~oor of the bin. Loading ''man-sized 
rocks" is rather tough~- floor and after two carloads were loaded 
out the floor looks "ve a"· The bin is not tied to anything except 
the breeze and it wil~ teresting to see the bin completely filled 
some time. It may co~o rest far down the hillside. 

Mccroskey hinted at re-organization of the Company. Isgrig has been 
approached. to operate the quarry. .i:ie tells Bristol that 1,,rccroskey is 
trying to get some Medford capital to take over the operation. 
I haven't a greatdeal of confidence in 11cCroskey' s ability to operate 
the q_uarry, and I would be rather afraid of his general management. 
There are a number of peculiar stories floating hl'ound about him. 

~' 11 keep in touch with the outfit and.see what develops. 'l1his 
report is hurriedly prepared so thst it might make the Jackson County 
catalog. Sketches, etc., will fol~ow, later. 

Ray C. Tre&sher, 
.Field Geologist, 
Feb. 25, 1943. 
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