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BEEMAN LIMESTONE Gold Hi 11 area 

Owner: Mrs, Hattie Beeman, Portland, Oregon. 

Operator: Oregon Limestone Co., 411 Postal Bldg., Portland, Oregon o Chas, Wagne r , 
president ; Edwin Amme, secretary; Fred Rosenberg, engineer; T. Eo Mccroskey, manager ,, 

Location: NE¼ NE¼ seo, 11, T, J7 S, , R, 3 W., southeast of Gold Hill, (Total dis­
tance from Gold Hill is 6.4 miles.) From railroad ramp in Gold Hill east on Hwy, 99, 
o.4 miles; turn southeast on Old S~age Road to Kanes Creek r oad, . 3.5 miles; turn south on 
Kanes Creek road, 2, 0 miles; turn east on priva~e road to qua r~y , 0. 5 miles. 

Area: 40 acres of deeded land , Quarry is in extreme no r theastern part of the trar.t • 

History: Several gold "pockots 11 have be en r emoved fr,om the contact of the argillite 
and limestone, The famous Rhotan Pocke t was about a mile t o th e south. The mine on the 
property was known as the "Alice Group. 11 

"The Alice group, 4 miles south of Gold Hill on Kane Creek, owned by 
J, H, Beeman of Gold Hill, is in NE;\: se ".lo 11, T. 37 s . , Ru 3 W. , not faro from 
limestone quarries, at an elevation . of 2300 to 2400 feet by ba~ometor. Lessees 
are now (1913) taking out a footwall streak of high grade oxidized ore near the 
surface next to old workingso The main vein consisting of solid quartz is not 
being mined, as it is too low grade for lessees ; it str ike s N. 12~ E, and dips 
about 60° E, An old adlt about a quarte r mile to the no~theast d~scloses about 
250 feet ~f workings on a verti oal quartz vein averaging 2 t o 3 feet in thickness, 
containing some pyrite, abundant pyrolusite, and some gypsum. A lower adit open3 
a 3-foot quartz vein whic~ strikes north and dips 48° E.; it is on or near an 
irregular contact between dark argillite and an ande s iti c int~usive. As shown 
in the drawing, the crosscuts from the main drift ar e wholly or partly in quartz 
which is supposed to be part of a large vein which is represented in the main 
crosscut entry by quartz seams in wall rock." 

Development: Half a mile of road has been bulldozed to the quarry site, with about a 
400-foot rise in elevation. A quarry face about 70 feet long has been carried back into the 
hill . The limestone outcrop has been traced up the hill. Work on this quarry has been 
temporarily abandoned in favor of the Baxter quarries (which see). 

Geologi: The country rook is metasediment as indicated by Wells, 4o. Small lenses of 
limestone are included in the old sediments. The particular lens being opened is not on the 
geologic map, although it lines up with the group as shown . 

The limestone has alternate light and dark gray bands about one ~eighth-inch wide along 
which the stone tends to cleave, Grain texture is medium coarse to medium fine. Inclusions 
of metasediment are common. The banding trends N. 10° w., with high angle dips to the 
northeast or southwest. Bands in the limestone on the Baxter property to the north in sec . 2 
trend N. 30° E. 

The lens being opened on the Beeman property has inclusions of metasediment that cut 
down the available limestone materially . There is a fairly persistent though narrow outcrop 
of limestone trending N. 10° w. up the hil~ parallel to the banding. Other limestone 

outcrops cast of this suggest that metasediment inclusions are common, The better grade 
limestone is reported to analyze 96+ percent Caco

3
• Exploration indicated that the lens 

had a silica content that was too h~gh for the production or 11paper rock11 , so work was · 

stopped. 

Informant: R,C,T., August 28, 1941 and February 24, 1943. 

Reference: Parks & Swartley, 16:8 (quoted) 
Wells, 40. 



REVENUE POCKET (gold) 
see Alice Group; Rhotan Pooket. 

£!!!:!!. : Gold Hay Realty Company, Medford, Oregon . 

!:2~: NE} and E½ Si:¼ sec. 11, To 37 S., R. 3 IY. 

g__~~}.: Parks & Swartley reported as follows: 

Gold Hi 11 area 

"Tho Revenue I pookot 1 , 5 miles south of Gold Hill on Kane Creek, is near 
th e center of soc • . 11, T. 37 s., R. 3 w., nearly at the top of the ridge at an 
elevation of 2570 feet as measured by barometer . It is about 100 feet east of 
an outoro'p of limestone interbedded with a.rgillite which ·strikes N. 10° E. and 
dips 70° E, This •pooket 1 was worked out years ago; it is said to ha.vs produced 
$100,000, At present tho vein is being explored by Butler and Higinbotham; the 
vein is opened for about 35 feet and shows about 2 feet of quartz," 

This is one of the more famous "pockets" taken out by the Rhotan brothers, Almost 
legendary stories have developed about the richness of this pocket . Subsequent attempts 

t o loc a. te more or e hnve been rela.tivoly un sucecsful, 

Re ference: Parks & Swartley, 16:193 (quoted). 

Inf orma nt: R. C.T,, 1942. 



ALICE GROUP (gold) Gold Hi 11 area 
see Revenue Pocket; Rhotan Pocket 

Location: NWi sec. 11, T. 37 s., R • . 3 W. 

"The Alice group, 4 miles south of Gold Hill on Kane Creek, owned by 
J, H. Beeman of Gold Hill, is 1n NE,t sec. 11, T. 37 s., R. 3 IV., not far 

from limestone quarries, at an elevation of i300 to 2400 feet by barometer . 
Lessees are now (1~13) taking out a footwall streak of high grade oxidized ore 
near the surface next to dld workings. The main vein consisting of solid quartz 
is not being mined, as •it is too low grade for lessees; · it strikes N. 12° E. and 
dips about 60° ·E. An .old adit about a quarter mile to the northeast discloses 
about 250 feet of workings on a vertical quartz vein averaging 2 to J feet in 
thickness ll containing some pyrite,- abundant pyroluslte, and some gypsum . A lower 
adit opent~ J - foot ~uartz vein which strikes ?orth and dips 48° E.; it is on or 
near the irregular contact between dark argillite and an andesitic intrusive . As 
shown in the drawing, the crosscuts from the main drift are wholly or partly in 
quar tz which is supposed to be part of a large vein whi c h is represented 1n the 

• main cro sscut ent r y by quartz seams in wall rock . u 

Referenoe: Parks & Swartley, 16:8 (quoted). 
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Equipment: 
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Portland, Oregon 

Page 2 

A small compressor, jock hammer, steel, and a bulldozer, 
are temporarily on the property . 

Geology: The country rock is metasediment as defined on the Grants 
Fass Geologic map . Included in the old sediments are 
small lenses of limestone. The particular lens being 

opened is not on the geologic map although it lines up \Uth the 
group as shown. 

The limestone has lternate light and dark gray bands 
about 1/8 inch wide and it tends to cleave along these bands. Grain 
texture is medium coarse to medium fine. Inclusions of metasedi­
ment are common . The banding trends N. 10° \ ., vdt high angle nips 
to the N.E. or s.~v. Limestone on the ~axter property to the north 
in Sec. 2 has its bands trending N. 30 E. 

The lens being opene on the Beeman property has inclus­
ions of me tasedirnent that materi lly cut down the available lime­
stone. T eri;, is a t · l pers1.stent though narrm~ outcrop of lime­
stone up the hill~. 10° ~., parallel to the banding. Other lime­
stone outcrops east of this suggest that metasediment inclusions are 
comm.on, if not persistent. The better grade limestone is reported 
to analyze 96 f % Caco3 • 

The Baxter property to the north has two openings in 
limestone. Tne lover quarry is at the same elevation as the Beeman 
quarry; the quarry face is 30 feet vide and 20 feet high and the 
banding trends N. 30° E. The limestone is reporte to analyze 
97 t ~ CaC03. The upper quarry is 260 feet higher in elevation 
and apparently is opened in the same lens .. The quarry face is 
ab out 30 feet wide an~ 15 feet . high with one sm 11 assessment adit 
of 25 feet 1n & badly sheared metasedim.ent inclusion. 

Informant: Ray C. Treasher, August 28, 1941. 

Report B;y: : R. c. • 9/2/41 

Reference: Parks and 0 ~artley 16: 8, 1. ines Handbook. 
V ells 40, Grants Pass Geologic Map. 


	BeemanLimeston001
	BeemanLimeston002
	BeemanLimeston003
	BeemanLimeston004
	BeemanLimeston005
	BeemanLimeston006
	BeemanLimeston007
	BeemanLimeston008

