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Report by H. M. Dole 
september 13, 1946 

trnolassitied Mining Dist • 
.Taokaon County 

, Lessee: 
\: .Paoifio Portlu.4 Cement Co. Gold Hill, Oregon 

'. owner: / 
'f Nion fucker Prospect, Oregon 

~Ai-ear · 
I: 8 acres l$ased. Full extent or depo~it unknov.rn.. Patented land. 
I 

rLocation: 
.· Wea't t ot SE¼ ot D¼ Seo. 23, 'l'33S, RlE. The deposits border the north 

and wost aide of a,ate Ii1ghway 62 one tenth mile southwest ot Lost creek. 
The quar17 ia l.2 miles aouthweat of rroapeat and 10 miles aorthea.t.t ot 
Trail • 

.li1a-torr: 
The quarry wua opened 1n 1930 when the property was owned by Mr, T. A. ~-·:i:["" ton. It waa leased to the Paeitic l)ortlSDd Cement· co. tor 10 years 

- in 1940 was z·e-leased tor 10 years. In 1945 the property v.-aa sold 
io Mr. Nion Tucker. Production w~s sporadic up to 1942 at which ti.me it 
oeaae4 altogether, Total production ia unknown but must amount to severe.l 
lheuaand tona. 'l'lle Pacitio Portland Cement Co. -lent At Gold Hill has 
••en the eole uer. 

f topography: 
.llevation l&30. 

The pumice oocura aa a benoh or terraoe epproxi.metely 60 to 70 feet above 
,he cultivated terraoeabf the Rogue River. It abuts against the lavus 
and agglomer&tes which ~o.rm this part ot the Cascades. 

I>evelopmen t work: 
see map. 

One open out 1n the shape ot a mitten • 

.Maxi:m.um. 111hauremente would. be approximately 150' long by 120• wide 
b7 4s5t cleep. 

Ceolq;y: 
lJl·hia "ReeoJlllaiaaance Geologic Map of the Butte Fall• Q.uad:rangle" 
W1lk1naon haa majpecl this area as Older Basalt Flows ot the Tertiary 

,?--.'Voloanioa. He ahowa an agglomerate or tutt underlying the basalts and 

~

·f ~•d in the llmf.tll valley tormed by Loat Creek, a stream a few hundred -~ t..- .- northeast ot the quarr7 • 

'. h v .. a. -G"eologioal Surve7 Bulletin 875, •,xonmetall1c Mineral Resouoes 
f'. ot laat•rn Oregon", B. N. Moore olaaaities this deposit aa belonging to 
(,, ,. 
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the Old;..;r Pumice ot Crater .Lake and gives tor the mechanical analyses of 
._. tiner portions of a sample trom this quarry the following: &•-32 mm.--
3.-, 32"'."l&.mm.- l.4~ ... 16-S mm,-o•t~1 ~ ~•-• l,4~. 4-2 mm.-- 2.~. 
2-1 mih~-&4~r l-Q5ma-6.5~, .o.6- o,BO ma.et,- 12Ja~. o •. 25- 0.120 mm.a9 
a.~. l••• .. ,han o.l.26 mm,-51>14f., ~or• al•o gives ·a (lhem.ioal e.nalyais 
« a ••ple ot l,wap ,pwdo• ot the Older l?waioe. . . . . . 

Hewell Willi~• 1a. hia map· on 'ihe "Vistribut1on and 'l'hicknes$ 6t crater 
lteke t'Wlliot". e"naicl•r• the pumice ·or ib.ia arta aa part ot .a pw.rdoe tlow 
(Bllee'a Ardent•)•· · 

A composite ae~tion ot the quarry is aa follows (all percentages are 
estimated): Feet Inches 

1 ... -Put••o•• soil.•••••••••••••••••••••••·•·•·••••••• 3 
.2. Fuiuo• au'1 sQJI• aoil, Pebbles up to l inch. 

linea., ,9t~ • ••·•••. •. • • • • • •• •••.................... 2 2 
3, 2um1~• Peoblea with oobbl~s up tQ 20" 1~ diameter 

•19~ fines--aoJ. Charred wood-1% ••••••• ~....... 20 O 
4. Well rounde4 pumice pebbles from l"-10" in 

diameter -85~. Charred wood (Pieces up to 12" 
x 20") -a-4i. All in a pumioeous soil mstrix-
,l.1•121',._,. • ••• • • • • • • • ••••••••.•••• • • ••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 10 

6. Well round•d pumioe pebbles up to 8" in die.meter 
0 

in a matrix ot t'ine pumice. Basa not exposed. ••••• 12 f: 
Tota1 ••••••.••••• -t~,~,""""""---5-

There 1a a pronouaaed break in the section between I and 4. Thia is 
clue to a higher degree ot rounding, the uniformity of size and greater 
.. rcentage ot pebbles, and the higher _percentage of charred orga.nio 
matter ot the material of 4 in contrast to 3. 

Although the base or the aeotion was not seen it is not likely that it 
attains a depth 1~uoh greotar than that recorded. Moore gives 60 teet 
e.a the maximum depth or pumice fall in the Hogue Valley. Also9 north 
ot the quarry and on the benoh formed by the pum.iee there are occasional 
hill,:;cks capped w1 th sizeable pieces ot bLtsal t float. It is very 
poeaible that these mark contacts with the underlying bt;.St.lt a very 
short dl stance below the surfuce. In any event an i:r-1·egular surfuce 
below the pumice would be expected. 

~aterally the pumice of thie deRosit should exten,, with occasional gaps 
ot course, northeast to Crater a.ke proper/ Both Moore and Williams show 
1 t tr,us and outoropa a.long the highway ind.ice. te 1 t. Southwest e1long 
the highway pumice is seen for appr·oximately 10G0 feet; this is the 
oontinulition of the flat ln which the qut:i.rry is looated. Beyond this, 
outoropa along the highway become soarce and are not seen after approximate~ 
one mile. Therefore it is thought that this quarry marks the first 
acoeaaible deposit from Medford ot the pumioe flow from Crater Ltike • 

. l,,..,..-,~.,_ 
·· ' ;.;t'~1D& ia very aim.pl•. A bulldozer is used to push the pumice down to 

the mouih of the cut whore it is put into the storuge bin by a continous 
bucket elevator. T.b.e buckets are 10" x 16"• Capacity ot bunker is 
unknown (see .B.Uip for size). l.arge "cattle" trucks are loaded at the bunker 
tor transportation ot tho rook to Gold Hill. Fifteen to twenty tons are 



-·~'-
: / hauled eaeb load. One truck oan make two trips a day. 

Remarks: 
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Portland, .Oregon 

Aocording to Mr. c. w. Martin of the Gold Hill plant the pumice is uBed 
•• an ao.m~.Xttu~e 111 the preparation ot a "Speo1al" plaster cement which 
they formerly produced. Dua to goverm.ental reetr1et1one and the graa t 
demand tor ord1:wa.ry cement the plant is not producing "Specials" at the 
present. Theretore they are not operating the quarry. The Yalue ot thia 
depoalt aa an admixture tor cement is not only- for the puruoe but for the 
charred organio matter which is mixed with it. The proportions of pumice 
to Gh&rred organic matter are such that it not only gives added strensth 
to the oement but it also makea it easier to &l)ply when made into a pleater • 

. R•ttJrelic:es: 
l. Reoomiaiasance Geologic Map of the Butte FE'tlla (iuadrangle, by 
B. w. Wilkinson an4 othera. 
a. u. s. Geologio survey Bulletin 875. 
z. Map ot th• Distribution and Thickness or i.;r&ter Lake Pumice, by 
llowell Wil.liaa1s. 

Intoraanta: 
.ur. T. A. C&rlton 
flrJ c. w. Mart111. 

-----------------------=--------------=~· .~ 
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