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Mr., Rowland King, Fleld Engineer
Sunshine Mining Company
Exploration Division

611 Peyton Building

Spokane 8, Washington

Dear Mr, King: e

This refers to your letter dated Angust 10 concerned with the asbestos property
owned by Mrs. Flora Winsenberg.

This property, known as the Llberty asbestos, is located in the northern part
of Jackson County and that is the reason you could not find it described in our
Josephine County catalog. You will find it on page 85 of our Bulletin 14=C,
Vol. 2, 8ec. 2 on Jackson County.

I think about all of our information on the Liberty asbestos property is con-
tained in the bulletin referred to., I have not seen the property myself but 1
have been told that the deposit contains some very good grade white tremolite
asbestos suitable for filtering in the chemical indusiry. A% one time during
the last war thie type of asbestos was in demand and & shipment was made to
some point in Texas., I understand that instead of sorting out the white desir-
eble ashestos, shippere included impure material so that the bulk shipment was
not satiefactory. Whether or not it was used I do not know,

There is another deposit of white tremolite asbestos down on the Rogue River in
the region near Agness., I believe that this latter deposit would be rather
inacceasible. The sample we received was quite white and probably would be
suitable for the chemical industry.

If this Department can supply any further informatiqn, please feel free to call
upon us. .

Very truly yours,

5 LD AL S

Director

FWL: jr




August 10th 1950

Mr. F. ¥. Libbey, Direetor

Department of Geology & Mineral Industries
702 Woodlark Building

Portland, Oregon

Dear Mr. libbey:

n’/(
~

We have recently received some information about a deposit
of asbestos, probably anthophyllite, that occurs in Seetion 36,
Township 323, RiLW. Ve find no reference to this in your State Bulletin
No. l4=C, Josephine County. The land is owned by Flora Winsenberg.

Do you have any data on this deposit that is available to
us? ’

We have been told that some small amount was shipped from
the deposit during the last War, and that it commanded a good price.

Ve will appreciate any assistance that you cean give us.
Yours very tmiy,

SUNSHINE MINING COMPANY
Exploration Division

Rowland King
P;old Engineer

;. €1 ]
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ATRMATL June 12, 1950

Mr. Rowland King,
Sunshine Mining Company,
Peyton Building,
Spokane, Washington.

Dear Rowland:

Last fall I was told to report to Bozeman, Montana to meet
a Mr, H, F, Beyer, 3100 North Sheridan Road, Chicage, who was inter-
ested in looking at an asbestos deposit at Karst Kamp south of Gallatin
Gateway., I met Mr. Beyer atid we looked at the depogit., He later told
me he was in the asbestos tile business and that there would be a good
market for asbestos in asphalt tile. The asbestos at Karst Kamp met
specifications, but its accessability, size, etc., was not so good.

This spring, Don Walters, who is in your building, asked me
> about asbestos and I referred him to Mr. Beyer.

A Carl Warren at Spokane had recently taken a state lease on
the Kamiah, Idaho asbestos deposit and Don was interested in developing
it in connection with a possible asphalt tile plant in Spokane. Pro-
bably you had better keep this latter information confidential until
I see you. .

I have, for the past several days, been talking with Mr, Beyer
here in Chicago and he told me of tests they have been making on the
Kamish deposit. The tests, so far, indicate the material is too short
fibre when ground, but probably could be blended with longer fibre to
make it usable, On the other hand, their tests are not yet conelusive.
From all I can gather, there is a very good market for short fibre
asbestos all over the United States for use in asphalt tile, under-
coater paints, wallboard, asbestos shingles and conecrete pipe. It
appears that in the last few years these uses have skyrocketed and
where a few years ago this type of asbestos was a drug on the market,
it is now much in demand and is selling in Chicago from’ twenty-five
to about eighty dollars a ton after it has been ground to the various
sizes,




v !
)

I have just tried to get Mr, Beyer on the phone but he is
not in, I was going to eall him to see if he wo:1ld be interested in
any samples you might send,

I am leaving for Milwaukee in a few minutes and returning
through here tomorrow some time and will try to get hold of him
again, In the meantime, I suggest you say nothing about it., I will
write you from here tomorrow night after talking with Mr, Beyer.,

This is a long-winded letter, but I am trying to give you all
of the details, It is my understanding that if tests prove out on the
Kamiah deposit, the grinding plant will be set up in Spokane and
possibly an asphalt tile plant, Of course there is nothing definite
because the tests on the stuff are not complete,

Expect another letter from me within the next few days
after I have had a chance te talk to Beyer., In the meantime, don't
show this letter to anybody.

Sincerely,

o/ Dbl o

J. W. Melrose Z%a‘
Geologist

jwm £




June 10th 1950

Mr. Harry Eowyer
Pox 206
Yreka, California

L
el

Dear Harry:

The three samples of the ssbestos rock came yesterday;
while I am no judge of this kind of mmterial, the specimens
certainly look attractive.

Pefore there is any indication that Sunshine Mining
Company might be interested, it would be well to get some sort
of an option, with price and terms. 1 would suggest that you, or
you and Holloway, see what you can do with ths owner. You might
111 out the enclosed form with as much information as you now
bhave, or can get.

hAssuming that the deposit might look attractive, our
next consideration is to find a steady outlet at a figure that
will permit of a profit. I will explere this in the meantime.
If you are suegessful in getting & reasonable deal I would then
plan on a trip to "look-see".

Sincerely,

Rowland King
RK:B

Enclosure
ce RDL
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June 9th 1950

Mr. Jo. V. Melrose
C/o L. H. Robbins
736 Union Station
£16 Vest Jackson Boulevard
Chicago 6, Illinois
P

Dear Walt:

I just received some very interssting samples of
asbestos rock from a deposit in Oregon. While discussing
this with "Fed" Stephens he remarked that you had recently
been in touch with people who were looking for a& source of

supply.

¥e have not seen the deposit yet and our information
is very sketchy; furthermore, we know very little about such
deposits, and nothing about the market outlets., If this should
prove to be worthy of some exploratory work wq will be starting
from soratch in every sense. , ;

Your office advises that you may be away for the
balance of this month, hence this letter. If you have informa-
tion that an asbestos operation here in the west might be of
interest, I will appreciate hearing from you. In ths meantime
I may be able to visit the property and get first hand data.

Yours very truly,

Rowland King.
RK:B

cc HDL,



June lst 1950

¥r. Harry Eowyer
Box 206
Yreka, California

Dear Harry:

I have your letter of May 3st about the asbestos showing northeast
of Hogue River, Oregon. Like you, I know very little about asbestos, and
from your brief doscription it isn't poasible to form any opinion about the
deposit.

It would appear from your figurss about shipments made during
the War to Baker & Company, N. J., that the total tons would be something
between 1li and 20, The current market for crude Ko. 1 F.0.B. Quebec is
from $960.00 to $1,050.00 per ton, or from 48¢ to 5244 per pound. Such
prices are, of course, intereating, but is there any chance to get any
tonnage?

Is there any way in which you could get more detailed information
about the deposit? Did this small production come -from epen pit work? You
speak of & maximum mined depth of 16 feet. Has the State Buresu of Mines
reported on this? How about a representative saaple of the material as it
mbot:nd? We would like to bave a look at one if you can get it
without ch troutble,

Off hand I would say that there must be something wrong.
Asbestos is in short supply in this country, and it would seem that any
deposit worth while would be worked right now,

If you do get additional informetion I would be glad to hear
-about it,

With btest rogarda; o

Fowland King
RKsb

cc RDL
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