
ROXANA QUICKSILVER 

702 Woodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

Gold Hill area 

The present operators have had no quicksilver experience and 
only one Mr. Beard, has had any mining experience. his has been 
in gold 1n the Mother Lode area, so he reports. He is quite talka­
t1Te and is rather certain of his ability an4 his "connection". Ac­
cording to his story, the Bettles' secured a lease from the owners 
and were wa.able t.o make good. so they secrued :t'i1umoing trom the 
Broy-Stric~ler et al outfit to continue prospecting and get out 
some money. The Bettles then began work in the early pari ot 1942 
and according to the story they went around to the numerous outs 
and trenches, etc.• - wherever there we1·e 11 ttle bunches ot high­
grade that had been yarded out, - and retorted this easily available 
highgrade. They sol& 7 flasks tb.ru the Medford bank and it is Te­
ported that they peadled a lot ot quick to dentists, ato •• so that 
there is no way to check on the total production. When they hud 
finished with the easily accessible highgrede and it became neces­
sary to do some hard work to secure the ore, they folded up. 

Beard claims he is supplying the money~d. the "connections", 
and I interred that he would inalude bra~ th the d6al. Just 
how Welling and Alvernaz cut into the~} on•t lmow. Anyway, 
they haTe hired Bruce Force to dot~;· peoting work. Force 
is a hard worker and knows about ~~~I er, which is something 
his employers do n8'. Force~ e as being quite sincere and 
honest. He ah:>wed Wells an~ the property and his yerious 
stories seemed to check~~~ ater (or cinnabar). 

At present, th~ ~o~ent consists of sinkins a pit at the 
"north workings"•~ the •1a1·ge pit" of the sketch. Force 
is down about~ • Cinnabar concentration seems to be very spotty. 
I out two swnpI one on the northwest wall near the bottom 
(15') and the ot on the southeast wall about tour r~et above the 
bottom. (11') lhey represent 60 inch channels. 

The operators aaked tor suggaa,1.ons; an.cl the suggestions are 
rather ebTious. Frinoipally that they should clean out tbe old trenches 
with cut across the hillsides in all directions. At one time the 
pz·operty must have been t.b.oroly prospected, but if the stories are 
correct, it was neTer assayed. The property should ~surveyed, and 
an assay map mate ot the results of the ltallpling of the various 
trenohes. Other .minor points were included, but these were the 
principle things. · 

The property is very interesting and it might well be that it 
would deve.Lop into something· worth while. It does seem a shame, 
however, thtit someone capable of intelligently developing the pro­
perty hasn't ahold ot it. I·believe that the present operators 
only hope ia to quickly make a good showing that will impress scme 
ot the "connections'' who might take over. 

Ray c. Treasher, 
. »ovember 15th, 1942 
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ROXANA GROUP (quicksilver) Gold Hill area 

Owners: il, o. and Vena Force, E:. W. Hewitt, and H. H. Sharp estate. Leased to 
A, E, and A. J, Be ttlea, This lease has been assigned to D. '1. B ,1 

~ roy, h. C, Werle p 
Letus Strickler, and A. C, Graham, This ussicnmont with ortion to purchaoe leas e has 
been transferred to F, H. Welling, A. Alvernaz, ana' 1-1. L B d h · • ear, w o hnd no formal par~-
norsh ip agrcomont at the time of this report (1942). 

!,o t:u tion: l'o!"tlonG of the E:-d!- sec. 5, T • .311 s.; R. 2 w. , on the rid ge between 
Morrison and ¼vans ~re eks, and north of the War Eagle property. 

The proper t y may be reached from ~edford, Grants Pass, or Gold Uill. At the present 
time, Camp .,'hlte activities have clo!led the road to '',cdford ·•nd Gold • - Hill by way of Sams 
VA.lley. lt is necessary to travel by v,ay of the tor,n of f\ogue Rive?•, up E:vans Creek i nto 
Snms Valley, nnd to continue up :.-vat's Creek t ld l ( • • o an o ogging rend about 2 miles beyond 

the hlorrison Creek crossing) that takes off up the hill to the left . Distance from the 
town of Rogue f\iver to the logging road ls 25.l milos; it is two miles by logging road up 
the hill. Gold Hill is the nearest railroad point available in peace-time, 

Area: Three unpatented full - sized minine claims and two fractional mining claims . 

Histori: Schuette (38: 121) reported as follows: 

"North of the iVar Eagle mine in Sec . 5, T, .34 S. , a, 2 W., is the Roxana 
c roup of claims owned by E, w. Hewitt, B, O. Force and H. H, Sharp of Beagle, 
Oregon. Fig. 17 is a sketch map of the location as furnished by Mr. Sharp. The 

claims are located on a well - timbered ridge between Morrison Creek and Evans 
Creek , 

"Those ;,respects were discovered and located between 1919 and 1937. To 
date there has been no production as no retort has yet be en installed on the 
property . All claims aro held by location. Tho ore occurs in fractures in the 
May Creek schist and local ly the wall rocks wore altered by the mineralizing 
solutions. The ore-bearing fractures have a northwesterly strike. 

"La Vena claim has a good s pring of water on it . On this claim ore is ex­
posed by cuts for about 60 feet at the extreme north end, 

"Roxana claim has ore exposed by several cuts at the south end for a distance 
of 150 feet and this continues into the adjoining Hanna property , At the north 
end of Roxana several cuts expos e ore for a distance of 200 feet approximately in 
line with the exposure at the southern end of the claim. 

"Roxana No. 2 claim has ore exposed by cuts at the south center of the claim 
for about Go feet and also at the southwest corner which continues into Roxana 
Ho, 4, 

"Roxana No • .3 cl a im. On the south end of the claim, ore is exposed by sever• 
al cuts over a distance of some 200 feet . At the north end a 100- foot tunnel 
crosscuts ~h e ridge. Fifty feet f r om the west portal, ore was found and drifted 
on towards the south f or 50 feet . This ore continues into Roxana No. 4 . A 
stringer of ore was c ut at the east portal of the tunnel. 

"Roxana No. l~. '!' his has ore exposed by cuts over a distance of Boo feet and 
this runs across the sideline into f\oxana No , 2 , Somo 60 feet below this ore, 
at the north end, another and parallel ore occurrence is exposed by open cuts . 

"Roxana No. 5. This fractional claim has ore exposed but it is not certain 
whether this is ore in place or a slide from the claim above. 



"The cinnabar is the heavy crystalline variety and some beautiful specimens 

of •solid cinnabar• have been obtained," 

Later the property · was leased as indicated under ownership. The Bettles did a small 
amount of work on the property and used the retort to recover some quicksilver, Recorded 
production is 7 flasks, produced in the early part of 1942. Some of the quicksilver is 
reported to have been sold directly to users . The present operators are developing the 

property to determine whether or not they wish to exercise their option to purchase the 

lease. 

Development: The development is much as reported by Schuette (38:121). This work may 
be summarized by grouping the workings . At the northwest portion of the group {southeast 
center of Roxana No. 4) is one group of ~renches and two pits. About 570 feet to the south • 
ea st at the south center line stake of Roxana No. 4 and the north center line stake of 
Roxana No. 3, there are two small cuts and a short 40-foot adit . At the southeast end of 
the workings {but north of the La Vena claim ) is the 120- foot adit. Scattered about the 
claims are numerous other showi~gs at outcrops and in small cuts and trenches, 

Equipment: Only hand tools have been used , The retort is a two - tube Rossi type , the 

t ubes measur1nc 18 inches in diameter and 10 feet long. Each tube is reported to have a 

r ated capacity of 750 lbs o of ore . 

~eol~l : The country rock is May Creek schist, as defined by Diller and Kay, 24, and 
as mapped by Wilkinson, 41 , Some of the schist has a gneissic appearance, produced by bands 
of mafics alternating with bands of lighter-colored minerals, and knots of each "wound up" 
in the other , Locally hydrothermal (?) solutions have intensely altered the schist . Out ­
crops are badly weathered and though it is difficult to eet any positive picture of the 
structure, the schist bands appear to strike about N, 34° - 45° W. , and dip 55° - 70° NE . 

At t h o "north workings," the larger pit shows intensely altered schist. Some portions 
have been kaolinized; other portions , ~ilicified, "Iron ribs" of short extent occur in 
t h e clayey mate r ial . The type of alteration, the iron ribs, and the silicified portions 
mi gh t be compare d with those of tho Black Butte quicksilver mine, near Cottage Grove, Along 
th e t op or the r i dge at these "north vrorkings 11 the schist has been crushed, and alteration 
has been intense . Feldspar minerals have beep kaolinized, Farther south on the ridg e the 
schi s t is fractu r ed and silicified with chalcedonic boxwork ~ndi in places, the schist 
mine r als have been removed. ln the tunnel at the south workings {the 120-ft o adit) the 
s chist has been kaolinized and softened, nnd some has been silicified, At a point 114 f t . 
fr om the portal a small sulphide stringer is reported to assay Bo cents in gold. 

Beautiful crysta lline cinnabar both coarse and fine is found with the chalcedonic or 
silicifi ed portions of the Ma.y Creek schist. In the larger pit at the "north \fOrking s" some 
cinnabar was seen in the kaolinized schist when the samples were out, In general however, 
the cinnabar seems to be more prevalent in the chalcedonio portions than in the kaolini zed 
portions, but careful sampling and assaying will be necessary to verify this statement . 

It ap pears that the May Creek schist has been fractured by northwest - trending she a r 
zo nes and that hydrothermal solutions produced kaolinization and softening of some portio ns 
whereas t ho solutions silicified and hardened other parts. The cinnabar- bearing solutions 
may ha ve accompanied one of these epochs of alteration and if the idea that there is more 
c i nnab ar in the chalcedony is correct, it is probable that the cinnabar mineralization 
acc ompanied a n epoch of silicificatian . 

~in in~: Pro specting by means of pits and trenches is the only activity at present 
( 194 2 ·, 

References : Schuette 38:121 (Claim map on p, 118) (quoted) 
Wilkinson 4o:8 

Informants : R. C, T, and F. G, Wells, November 13, 1942. 
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