
SYLVABITE MINE Gold Hill Jackson County 

Shaft is being sunk on incline about 100 ft. for purpose 

of prospecting vein at Sylvanite Mine near Gold Hill, Jackson 

County, Oregon, by George Tulare; Sylvanite Mine has production 

record in excess of $700,000 in gold and the run consisting 

of quartz and some pyrite is said also to contain some 

scheelite. 

Taken from Mining and Industrial News, May, 1948. 
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SJ.L'fAKITE ,@I (gold.) COLD HIIJ. DISTRICT. 

211!£: .Leased b7 Imperial Golci Minea,lao., an Orego11 oorpo:rat1on, Zul7 

ltat. w. D. Mo»ona14, preaidant; F. 7. su..on, 'rice-preaideni 

Dollald MoDona14, aeore,aJ:7-IN..urer; J. It. Jaokson, general pr; 

l. 1. Morrison., chief engineer; J. a. coou, superintendent. 

I 

h99a»,ea: ••• 2, T. H s., R. 8 w .. • 138 aerea of patented ai-oun4J •toar 

hll a1.nlna ol.eSaa aa4 tn tn.011...i olama ...,.., b7 i.aae 

JU,a)qp:: Moai of the lilato17 .. ntera arow:&4 ore on the tooftall ot a 

tnoive thai ·outa the Cox-LJaaa 'NiA. Tlle Imperial Gold Mines 

baa pho'°8ta.t1• record• ot aoma $700,000 ot mint receipt• and it is re­

porte4 that il'l.e ore shoot pe.14 $1000 per foot tor a cU.at.anoe ot 900 feet. 

Parka • swartl.97 atate: · 

~- S7l...S.'4l Jd.ae 1• 1a aeo. a, ,. Z6 s. lt. 3 w., about 8 
allea nor~eu, ot Gol4 RS.11. It 1a oaed by E. T. si.;na. The Yein. 
atrlku •• 12• 11 • ., uA 41Ja alNAli o 0 •• an4 th.e-•ou.UJ" rooll:a l\an \he 
•- at ti 'twla; tlJ87 an araUU u »arl.11' al ,area to ohlon te and ser­
pea 11ne. Ta v•ia ooa-.Sas ~- •6ft71»a IIOJl9 p,a-1•••.; The world.qa, 
now be.4lf oave4., are reported to eozud.at ot a 4ritt 1200 teet '1cna a• 
an elns.tion.. ot l.ZM teet bJ lla-..iar and a eroueu, io 1l1e vein at e.n 
elffe.tiOA ot 1650 t .. , 1 w1,>:i e. 8hatt 'I<> 'the lower lewl. AooorcU.JJS to 
w. 1.. Kan'1a 1dMt waa a o1aa»aa ot -. mat at one ,1ae. the on contain­
ed no w11vl,e t.:!' a Utile -p.l•aa an4 moll »7r1 le in ql&U'\Z; the 
tall., C011P ••• · -. a~ou'i P 1IOl'th ot gold u4 ailwz per wn, hip 
srade gold ooovre4 1a 'bftldera' not in pla" at.I, dep~ trma 80 to· 
160 tee•1 ..i»h14• ore "PD w a,pear a• a1HJat UO te.• 4e;pth ad wu 
I tMt wide a.<t 281 teet depth; Ille banglng wall was a al.at. an4 the toot-
wall a limealo••" ' 

- . 
"Oou14e:tole u-.r•• ha.a kea attached to tll.1• proper• 

aiaoe the 41aeove%7 in. llatcll1 ltla. ot tu.ngaten alona w1 Ill the gold orea 
1a the tom d NbuUte. f» ameral oooua 1n mall aU'inaer• with 
quartz. Samplea he.'YG nen \ek8Jl trcm these quartz led&•• ,,h1oh run as 
h1&h as 40 ))81:ffllt -..u• ae14, at 1 t 1• ola1me4 'bf 'tM •••..-.uit 
'1\a, the Y&in. a.a a whole nna less than 2 percent. The veins earrying 
the net grate ot. anaatea haw been 4ewlo:ped. to a nell eztea•- and. 
the 1nueeten reaOU'Ms ot the m1De haw not 7et Men determ1Jle4." 

•'l'.be proper'>" 1a wuler leaae an4 'bod. to stone aD4 .A.Tena, or 
Den~, Oolora4o, who ara4o1Jaa aoae further 48T;.)lopaeat ....-.k." 



dylft.D1te (8) 

Sinoe 1916 the record. 1• not oom.ple'te, but it ia known that 

1n lt28, tho Oregou.-F1t,abvc COllP~ worked ille mtu., ln 1950, the 

Diaooa .ti.in.ins C011p8D1', direoted by f.. D. Coul ier 46ftlo.:ped the hi&h· 

graae are ahoo' along the cox-.Lf'JIU win.. weakrn united. Gold 1ropor­

"-•• hA4 '\ha JdM tor a ,1-, aD4 from l.936 to 195'1, the SylYWlik 

Mining COIQM1' wo:rke4 4u.riag the &Pmh•r mo11tha. Imperial Gol.4 1:1.nea, 

IAO. 1 •• 1aoorpora'8d. h Jul.7 • J.93t, all4 "Pl& 'the "1s1c of oleani»c 

ou.t the o14 working•• oon•truoting a ad.ll • and aiar't1J:&& denlop•nt 

tor aei1•• Jd.D.1ng. j,Y' 

The naN ttSyJ..ftD.iw" 1s unfortunate aa 1 t i,ivea w:;. 1.llprea-
. ' 

aioa ·of a oex-taia type of ore. No ore of thie nature he.a been found 

and 1 t is repor\ed ihat the nae ori&ine.te4 tr.I. ih the 41scoverc ,..,tao 
had. worked ia a mine oalle4 tile S7l'RJS1 te. 

R•vfA21B!&!: Bo. 3 wxm.el, oallecl the OZley tunnel ha.a a leng"11 ot 250 

tee-.; No. a "1nnel has &00 feet ot;drit't an4 oroae-oa.taJ 
' ,. 

Ho. l tmmel baa 450 feet ot OJ.'0880Ut, 6SO faei ot 411.f't, 

and eoa tee• ot ,u0 al.ope. A 11'0 ton mill 1a 1n oonai.no­

tloa 'for n.. ~ng or i-ne ad•• ee. II will 'be eqllipped. with 

Itr•I flotation oella. In a441'l1on to thia 48'"lopact, thee an a 

mmd>er ot llherta and. 8ho1-t &Aiu \ba'l •r• oped '7 "pooketj mmie.ra" 

tro• U• to 11M. Jloat ot theae are oa.194 8.114 ineueu11tle. 

In the late apr.1.ng ot ltfD, the ?-Jo. 2 "1Jmel was open to 'the , 

Syl'Ym11te "'ftia" alth.Ollgb. the "flin" 1 l•lt we.a relat1Tel.7 inexoeseible. 

The No. I tunnel waa open to 'lhe 1ateneot1oll ot the ooz-~ vela 

an4 the Syl'ftU'dte "Teill" wt here again, little ooul4 bl cle~ed ot 

V. SylftJlite ..._ill... The alope ha4 'been p11JIW84 ou.t end some prosP9ot-

1ng waa 1a prop,3as io 4ete1'111D8 whe"1ler there are any extensions ot 

the 1"1oh ore shoot. 



9!2Jao: The rocks ot thia ,area an •ta-ipeou end meta-aedimen.tU7. 

Gre.n1to14 rook ou,eropa etaoo.i a m.U.e to the eoutlloaat. TM 

etrt.1ctural al.igtJa9nt 1s ienerally sliahtly ea.at of north. 

uet.-1gneoua rooks are tounf. eu t of \he sylftllit• "Tein n or 

iOMlar zone. They have been 1D.tenealy ab.eare4, taul.ted.,, amt invwled. bf 

l,aaio igneous Ukea. Bydrotls atlioe.tee reaabllq aerpen\1.ne have dey. 

eloped 1n some shear zonea. Meta-ae41.Jlentfll"'Y rooka oecu in the toot­

wall o'f th.• S7l"f'allite ehear sou an4 11 1s pre8\1'1Hd that \hey oon~inue 

wanrar4 al'tho a.eeeaeitd'e uu4ergrOtt:n4 \\Ol'k1nga do not peneuate this 

&Na. Hytlrou• Bilioatea nave d•v•lo»-4 in these aeta .... ae4imeats to an 

ex-tent that maku tial.4 1dent1t1oa t1 on 41ftioul t. 

some o'f the ahear zone• ha.Te been mineralized w:1th quarts, 

oalolk, aa4 ..-e ailft4ea, w1\h aaall ..._,. ot gol4. .Althoqh theH 

abttar IIQtlea are kDo1m. looalq as ••in.a, they are more :properly ealla4 
-

abear zonea. 

The area haa a OGr4PleX h1 st017 Of sbe~:rl. Ilg and falll ting. 

The ll01"G peraiatent abeara tren4 al1gh'tl.J' east or north and 41p a. E. 

al>Gtt 4.1•, u4 ar• oharaowriMlt b7 "11.e SJ'l-vanite shear zou. AD.o'ther 

•t • .._ a.J..a:>•t. TC'U•al.17 an4 veD.4 a, riaht a.nglaa to iha SJlY&Di t• 

••• TM coa-1,pum pear aou ia Oharaote1at1.o of this set. In 

uoesBibl.e wl:kinaa no aequenoe of taul"i»c oould. ba detormine4; the 

bo ••• ba-.e out an4 41splaoecl eaoh other, an4.·oonaiderabl.e cuetul 

mayping will 'be uoeaaary ,o wrk 011t rela't1onahipa. 

The Sylvanite "vein" or shear zone is a wifle ahear zone 

between meta-igneous md. meta-ae41nai tary rocks. The ab.eared material 

alutts ba4ly &114 -work 1• juat atar'te4 at re-tiJueriD& ao that little 

4a'la are aTailula on 1u oharaoter1a,1oa. W14'11 1• ftrioua extimated 

at I '° la feet; quarts an4 oaloite oarryiDC galena• ohe.loopyri •, and 

--~-~ -----~----

---

\ 

_______________ .;;,;;.........;-..,;.,--=-~-;._· ·;.;.,---.......... --======------



pmte, hu 'been 1nlroduoe4 1n'kl the al:lear ao•• A•887• are reponect to 

anrage be._.a fl &ll4 tll. 

TH ooa:-Ipdm. "vela" tnnl.• ellahtl.J' 90\ltil. ot eaat. aD4 ia 
I 

. a ••• ._. 1a ••-ll,1'496118 rOltk. lk w14tll will a-nrage au teet. 

A IW-toot. 4.laoon.liJmou.a, eeaa ot Cl1IU'U llaa been 1nJeote4 into the 

aone. Thia "ftia" u praetioalq harren ot Taluab1- mineral.a, al.though 

ill a few p1uea, W&J'• ot ia l&aW •• e1>'81Ae4: The 1ni ..... i1on ot 

tlle cos-..,.._. an4 SylYaaile ia oaYe4 aD.4 relationah1»• an o'bscve. 

A traotve_.:.JO• tb&t 1a r""8,)ll:, parallel to the 871 Y&WJ. t• 

aheu •••thee..,.~ "ftin" &114 41.apla••• the •at or bancina wall · 

porU.oa ooal 11 teel 'lo ,he north. An ore ab.hoot clewlopd Oil tm 

Jumgiiag wall of lhia traeture -•• a, 11a 111teraee'1.oa w1 th tba coa-
1 ·~ y . I + • .1A i 1 

lpaa, _, 1 t ia th1• ... ahoot \hat 4't\lepd:l.7 pl'Od.ue4 e1000 per foot 

ot alope-wi.ue. The ore &b.001 dipa 4rl' h the southeut. About 600 

teut below ihe aurtace thEt •• gaff out• hut 41aont1;uoua "pockets" 

wor• toW'14 1n 'Ille b.aoS,ac wall tor another S00-~tee1i. The alope....S.nze 

bottomed too feet 'below the mrtaoe, G4 et'tor•s ere being mak9 to 

piok-u.p the ore IJhoo't. 

lnfOJ."m.aut: J. K. Jackson, an4 nay o. Tre&shsr, 1,~~ 28, 1940. 

Report by: R6.p' c. Treaaher, ~ 30th• 1940. 

-tet: f' ,_,/.. d" ~ J Jot· ~, q • a•, I '1 lo 



coN:tn:BEr'1:rm 

It ie a ma.iter ot oonjeoiure aa to the auceess or this COl!l.P&nJ. It 
al)peara that the company 1s somewhat top-bee.Ty with 3Xeout1ve peraonr;.el. 
Mr. Jaekson is general superintendent; lfr. Morriaon is chief ens1neer; If.il'. 
Coona is mine superintendent; and I l.Ulderstnnd that tllere is a mill superin­
'1,-1.,JI,. tendent. I raoeived the im:i;,resaion of a number of people I'UXUling around, 
gettlng 1n eaoh oihera way, w141le Yalu.able til:.1e was being lost c..nd important 
details overlooked. Mr. M.orri son aeems to be the only ~ on the Job wt..o h£..s 
his taet firmly on the ground and knows ·what he is doing and t.rhere he 1 s 
going. 

The mining progrw.1 seems to lean toward 1;1·ospeotins on the cox-Lyman vain 
'to ~ee whether theres le a e0ntinua'ti011 ot the ore a.hoot at d.ept.h. u.r. Morri• 
sen 1. try1.r1'; to bend all uct1vit1.ee towr,rd opening up the Sylvanito slleH;;r 
&O!le and thus aeou.rtng so1,e ore fo:.:.~ the mill. It ap.i;;ears to oe that more 
energy should. be u1:.ent in gettiuf ore \ban should be syant in :prospecting for 
high grade pookets at the pr~.~nt stage of development. 

Construot1ou ot the mill .is beinc rushed. and 1 t 1s :probE...ble th;;;t the r1ill 
will be oo&pleted and ready to run before ore 1s available tor t1',e mill. 
Thero is some rather pec:u.liul' e .:,u.1pnent. One _piece 1£ known e.s/Displosion 
mill. ~• 1• a sort ot a modified mdng ham. or rdll. I unde.rstend that it 
is the pa.rticulai· 11et o:t' one ot the vrina1:pa.l. Gtock holde1·s, end. tho.t he ;put 
money inlO the oompany in order to develop and .,,;.rove his cx,.uu.;.ing dovice. There 
is som.u sood equipmen·t wHl ,;or:ie of it i.'..: >el:n.e:,; ne,nui.'1.:i.ctured on the job r,iece 
by ,t~ piece as work develops. 

It semna to ne tlu .• t it is inf;.Jvis&ble to c1;uwti-uat a r.dll be1'0.1e tLere 
is hny wry defin1 ie idea. as to the quF.nt1 ty and. type of ore and i::i th the 
top•he&'f7 management wid un}.roven gudget£ i.n tL.e m.ill.,. it looks us if the 
oor;;11any is in tor tout;;h_ aleclding unless t/ get, all the ~'l#;l,J br&aks. 

Ray c. Tree.sher, 11a; 31, 1940 

• 



'YLV.ANITE ·TN~ (gold, tungsten) 

702 Woodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

Gold Hill area 

Lessee: Property was leased July 1939 by Imperial Gold 
Unes, Inc o , an Oregon co11)ora tion; W. D. McDonald, president; 
F. F. Stimson, vice-president; Donald McDonald, secretary­
treasurer; J. K. Jackson, general manager; J.E. Monison, chief 
engineer; J. H. Coons, superintendent. 

Location: sec. 2, T. 35 s., h. 3 I., 132 acres of patent­
ed ground; four full mining claims and two fractional claims 
secured by lease and bond. 

History: Most of the history centers around ore on the 
footwall ofa fracture that cuts the Cox-Lyman vein. The 
Imperial Gold ines hes photostatic reoords of some 700,000 
of mint receipts and the ore shoot is reported to have paid 

1000 per foot for a distance of 900 feet. Operation was dis­
continued in 1940. 

Parks&. Swartley, 1s; report: 

"The Sylvanite mine is in Sec. 2, T. 36 So, R. 3 W., 
about 3 mile3 northeast of Gold Hill. It is owned by 
E.T. Simons. The vein strikes N. 22°E., and dips about 
65 ' E. anu the oountry rocks have the same attitude; they 
are argillite partly altered to chlorite and serpentine. 
The vein oont ins quartz carrying some pyrite. The work­
ings, now badly caved, are reported to consist of a drift 
1200 feet long at an elevation of 1360 feet by barometer 
and a crosscut to the vein at an elevation of 1650 feet, 
with a shaft to the lo er level. According tow. A. arvin, 
who was in charge of the mine at one tiwe, the ore contain­
ed DIBU no telluride, but a little galena and muoh pyrite 
in quartz; the fault gouge contained about 3,00 worth of 
gold and silver per ton; high grade gold occurred in 
''bouldersu not in place at depths from 80 to 160 feet; 
sulphide ore began to appear at about 160 feet depth ana 
was 5 feet wide at 225 feet depth; the hanging wall was 
a slate and the footwall a limestone. 

"Considerable interest has been attached to this 
property since the discovery in March, 1916, of tungsten 
along with the gold ores in the form of soheelite. The 
mmneral occurs in small stringers ith quartz. Samples 
have been taken from these quartz ledges which run as high 
as 40% tungstic acid, but it is claime by the management 
that the vein as a whole runs less thhn 2%o The veins 
carrying the best grade of tungsten have been developed 
to a small extent and the tungsten resourc s of the mine 
have not yet been determineQ. 



.;;)YL V .P NI TE INE (gold, tungsten) Gold. Hill area 

Page 2. 

The property is under lease and bond to Stone and 
Avena, of Denver, Colorado, who are doing some further 
development work." 

The record since 1916 is not complete, but it is known 
that in 1928, the Oregon-Pittsburg Company worked the mine. 
In 1930, the Discon Mining Company, directeu by A. D. Coulter, 
developed the lligh-~1ade ore shoot t:1long the Cox Lymun vein. 
Western United Gold Properties had the mine for a time, and 
from 1935 to l'J37, the Sylvanite Mining Company workec. it during 
the summer months. Imperial Gold Mines, Ina., was incorporated 
in July l'J39, and began the task of cleaning out the old work• 
ings, constructing a mill, und starting development preparatory 
to mining. 

In the late spring of 1940, the No. 2 tunnel was open to the 
Sylvanite vein although the vein itself was relatively inaccessible. 
The No. 3 tunnel was open to the intersection of the Cox-Lyman 
vein and the Sylv&nite vein but here again, little could be eter­
mined of the Sylvanite vein. The slope h d been pumped out and 
some prospecting for extensions of the rich ore shoot was in 
progress. 

Development; loo 3 tunnel, c · lled the Oxley tunnel, ie 850 
feet long; No. 2 tunnel contains 600 Ft. of lateral work both 
drifts and crosscuts; Uo. l tunnel cont ins a cross-cut 460 feet 
long, together, 1th drifts totallint 650 lineal feet. In add­
ition, a 45 degree incline bhaf't has been sunK 602 feet. Ii. num­
ber of shallow shafts and tunnels, most of which ~re caved, hove 
been opened from time to time by pocket hunters. 

Geology: Country rocks are both meta-igneous and meta 
sedimentary. An outcrop of granitoid rock occurs about a mile 
to the southe&st of the w.ine. The structural trend of the min­
eralized zone is generally east of north. 

eta-igneous rooks which occur east of the Sylvanite vein 
or shear zone have been intensely sheared, faulted, ana intruded 
by basic igneous dikes. Hydrous silicates resembling serpentine 
h&ve developeu in some shear zones • .Meta-sedimentury rocks occur 
in the footwall of the Sylvanite shear zone and are presume~ to 
extend westward. 

Some shear zones have been mineralized with quartz, calcite, 
sulphide, and small am.oun ts of gold. The shear zones e.r·e known 
locally as veins. 

The ore deposits are related to com~lex shearing &nd faulting. 
The most persistent shearing, &s represented by the Sylvanite vein, 
trends slightly east of north and dips south-easterly &t about 
45 degrees. lnother zone of shearing trends at right angles to tbe 
bylvanite shear zone and stands nearly vertical. The so-called 



&YLVANITE INE {gold, tungsten) 

Page 3 

Gold Hill area 

Cox-Lyman shear zone is an example of this type. Evidence 
available shows no sequence of faulting between the two 
systems. Eaoh has out and displaced the other. 

The ~ylvonite vein is a wide zone occurring between meta­
sedimentary rook. Openings in sheared material are caved bad­
ly &nd close timbe:t:ing is i·equired. 'I'herefore, sides and backs 
of these openings may not be easily examined at present. Es­
timates of the size of ore shoots are given as f~om 5 to 12 
feet; they contain quartz bnd caloi te carrying gal ens, chal­
oopyri te, and pyrite. Assays of the shoots are reported to 
average between 5 ana i16. 

The Cox-Lyman vein, which trends slightly south of east, 
is a shear zone in meta-igneous rook. Its average width is 
about 6 feet. A discontinuous seam of quartz about 2 feet 
wide has been formed in this zone. This seam is nearly barren 
of values, &lthough in a few pl ces, assa s u; to ,.;2 to the 
ton hbve been obtained. Openings on the intersection of the 
..;ylvanite and Cox-L;ymBn shear zone is now caved and relation­
ships are obscured. 

A fracture zone th~t is roughly parallel to the ~ylvan­
ite vein cuts the Cox-Lymhn vein and displaces the east or 
hanging ,all ~~xxim. portion obout 15 feet to the north. An 
ore shoot was found on this ~~nging wall of the Sylvanite and 
its intersection 1ith the Cox-Lyman. It is reporteu that 
ylOOO per lineal foot of winze was produced from this shoot 
which dipped 45 • southeast. The end of this shoot was about 
600 feet below the surface but discontinuous pockets were 
found in the hanging wall for an additional 200 feet of depth. 
'I'he slope winze in the ore shoot was sunk to a depth of 900 
feet below the surface. 

Equipment: ln 1940, a mill hav.ing t,. co.p a ci ty of about 
140 tons per d.ay was built. .Kraut flotation cells wer·e in­
stalled • 

.Heference: Y.arks &. 0wc:.1·tley, 16: 219-220 (quoted) 

Informant: J •. h ... Jacks~n, 10.y 28, 194.0. 

Ieport by: R. C. T., May 30, 1940 



Sylvanite, page 5 

o ON;ftbEN t1A1: -
It is a matter of conjecture as to· the success of this company. It 

appears thut t:t.e company is somewhat top-heavy·with executive personr.e l. 
Tuir . Jackson is general superintendent ; 1.rr . fuOrrison is chief engineer ; :0:' . 
Coons is mine superintendent; and I understand that there is a mill superin­
ft~¢~ tendent . • I received the impression of a number of people running around, 
getting in each others way, while valuable time was being lost and important 
details overloo ... :ed . Lr.Lr . Morrison seems to be the only man on the job who has 
has feet firmly on the ground and knows what he is doine and where he is 
going . 

The nun1.ng program seems to lean toward prospecting on the -Cox-Lyman vein 
to see whether there is a continuation of the ore shoot at depth. Mr. Morri­
son is trying to bend all &ctivities toward opening up the 6ylvanite shear 
zone and thus securing some ore for the mill . It appears to me that more 
energy should be spent in getting ore than should be spent in prospecting for 
high grade pockets at the present stage of development . 

Construction of the mill is being rushed and it is probQble that the mill 
will be completed and ready to run before ore is available for t~e mill. 
There is some rather peculiar equipment. One piece is known as/Displosion 
mill . This is a sort of a modified swing ham .er mill. I understand that it 
is the particular pet of one of the principal stock holders , and that he put 
money into the company in order to develop and prove his crushing devict. There 
is some good equipment and sorr~ of it is being manufactured on the job piece 
by Pt¢¢¢ piece as work develops. 

It seems to me that it is inadvisable to eonstru.ct a mill before there 
is any very definite idea as to the quantity and type of ore and with the 
top - heavy management and unproven gadgets in the mill, it looks as if the 
company is in for tough sledding unless tha_yget all the ~fi't.~t/ breaks . 

, 

Ray C. Treasher, May 31, 1940 



SYL VANITE MINE (3) 
Gen era l 

G-0 LD HILL A R"SA 
J c1c .te s on Co. 

The Sylvanite mine is located about 3 miles nort~east of Gold Hill i n Jackson 
County in sec. 2, ~, J6 s ., R. 3 W. The property , owned by George Tulare, Route 29 Box 371, 
Gold Hill, Oreg on, con sist s ~f 132 acres of patented ground wh i ch i nc l ud es four full mining 
claims and two fractional clai ms 

This is primarily a gold prop~r t y 
incidental to the 5ol~mining operation& 

Scheelit•e wa s 1iscovered as a result of and 
Parks a~d Swartley (1916:219) reported: 

" • • • The vein strikes N. 22° E ; a n- dips about 65° E. and the country rocks 
have the same attitude; they are arg1l li te p~rt ly altered to chlorite and serpen-
tine. The vein contains quart z .~rrying some pyri~e. The workings, now badly 
ca ved, ar e reported to co nsi~ of a drift 1200 fee t ~e ng at an elevation of 136~ 
feet by barometer a nd a cros scut to the vein at an elevat io n of 1650 feet, with 
a shaft to the lo ,•·~r leve l. According to W, A. Marvin, who was in charl:le of the 
mine at one t i~e. th e ore contained no telluride , but a little gal ena and much 
pyrite i n 'i'lar .,z ; the f au 1 t g ouge contained abou t $ .'.3 worth of gold a nd s 11 ver per 
ton; hi gh-grade gold occurred in •boulders • not in place at depths from 80 tc 160 
f eei, sul phide ore began to a ppear at about 160 feet depth and was 5 feet wide a· 
225 feet depth; the ha nging wall was sl a t e a nd the footwa ll a limestone , 

"Considerable interest has been attached to this pfoperty since the dis­
covery in March 1916 of tungsten a.long with the gold ore~ in. the form of soheelite. 
The mineral occurs in small stringers with quart&. Samples have been taken fro• 
those quartz ledges which run as high as 40 percent tungsti~ ~oid, but it is 
claimed by the management that the vein as a whole runs less than 2 percent. The 
veins carrying the best grade of tungsten have been developed to a small extent 
and the tungsten resources of the mine have not yet been 'determined." 

The r ec ord since 1916 is incomple~e. In 1928 the Oregon-Pittsburg Company worked the 
mine , and in 1930 the Discon Mining Company developed the high-grade ore shoot a.long the 
Cox-Lyman vein . Western United Gold Properties had the mine for a. s~ort period, and from 
1935 to 1937, the Sylvanite. 11.1.ning Company worked it during the sumaa,r months . In 1939 
the pr operty Ya.s re-opened by the Imperial Gold Mine s , Inc., but opel:',ations were disoon­
tinu ed ~n 1940 . A limited .amount of development wor k has been carrl,d on since that time . . . 
by the pr esent owner. There apparently ha.a been little , if any, development work aimed at 
exploring the tungsten-bearing veins during thi s pe r i od. 

Geology 

The gener al area. in Yhich t he Sylvanite mine is l ocated has been mapped by Wells 
and others (1940) large l y as metavoloani o and meta.sedimentar y rooks of the Applegate group. 
A prominent band of metasediment a ry rook mor e than a mile in width oc cur s immediately to 
the northwest of the mi ne . Thi s band s t r ikes southYe s t th r ough Gold Hi ll to the Foots 
Creek a r ea o I n t he mine area th e meta.sedimentary ro cks consist largely of argillite . 
Further t o the sout hwest in t he Gold Hill-Foots Cr eek a rea a. oonsideraple number of small 
lens es of limes t one are inc luded . A prominent g r ani t ic intrusive c omposed largely of 
gabbro and granod io r ite occurs about 1 mile southeas t of the mine, 

The gold ore deposit s a r e r e l ated to comple x shea r ing and f aulting. One of the more 
persistent of these shear z ones is the so- called Sylvanite vein whi ch trends slightly ea.st 
of nor th and dips s ou th ea s tward at about 45°. Generally speaking rocks west of this shear 
z one are metasedimentary and tho se east of the zone are metavoloanic. 

One quartz vei n containing the soheelite i s exposed in a. orossout to the northeast from 
the so- called Half-Tunnel whi ch trends N. 34° W. on the Hammersley vein. At a point 80 feet 
from the porta l of t he Half-Tunnel a crosscut extends N. 48° E, cutting t wo quartz veins 
which parallel the Hammersley vein . The second vein which oontains scheelite is intersected 
at 11.'.3 feet . It is 10 inches in width, striking N, 30° Wo and dipping 72° NE, Scheelite 
appears spottily along a 2•inch band in the quart z vein . The ac heelite vein is reported to 
have been traced by panning at the surface for about 200 feet al ong the strike to the northwe s~. 

(;. • .L • I . uhor t 

., 



SI'f'F, NAME: SYLVANITE MINE 
SYNONYMS: LAST CHANCE 
OWNER: 
7,0CA'i'1nll · 

MINING_DIS:GOLD HILL 
BLM_FS_DIS: 

COUNTY: JACKSON 

QUADl: GRANTS PASS 
QUAD2: GOLD HILL 
R1VER BASIN: 
PHYSIOG: 13 

SCALE: 100000 
SCALE: 62500 

TOONSHIP:036S 
RANGE:003W 

SECTION:02 
SECT_FRACT:S 

USGS N!JM: 0001342 
DOGAMI MLR: 
REPORTER: ELLIOTT, JAMES E. 
AFFILIATION: USGS 
REP_DATE: 73 06 

UPDATE BY: FERNS, MARK L. 
AFFTIIATION: ODGMI 
UP DATE: 80 12 

YR_DISC: 
PRODUCTION:YES 
COMMODITIES PRESENT:AU AG PB W 
YR_lST_PRO: 
COf1MODfflES PRODUCED:AO AG PB W 

LAT:42-27-48N 
LONG:123-0l-19W 

UTM_N:4701000 
UTM_E:498200 
UTM_Z:+10 

ALTTIUDE:1400 FT 

STATUS: 4 
PRODUCTION SIZE:SMALL 

YR_LASTPRO: 

ORE_MAT: SCHEELITE, GALENA, PYRITE, GOLD, STIVER 
GANGUE: QUARTZ, CHLORITE, SERPENTINE 
DEPOS_TYP: VEIN/SHEAR ZONES 
KIN_AGE: 
HOST_ROCK: ARGTILITE, METAVOLCANICS 
HOST_R_AGE:PERM-TRI 
ALTERATION: 
IGNEOUS_R: GRANODIORITE 
IG_R_l\GE: LJUR-CRET 
ORE_CN'l'RL: HIGH GRADE ORE SHOOT DEVELOPED ALONG VEIN fflERSECTIONS 
DEP_DESCOM: 
GEOL_COM: 
TYPE OF WORKINGS: UNDERGROUND 
WORKINGS DESCRimON:OVER 2200 FEET ON 3 LEVELS WITH l\ 600 FT INCLINE SHAFT 

LEMMON, UNPUBLISHED DATA; USBM 

COMUI..A'rIVE PRODUCTION (UNITS IN lOOO'S) 

ITEMl: ORE ITEM2: AU ITOO: l\G 
llMTl: 1.613 llMT2: 1. 490 l\MT3: 0.324 
UNI'rl: TONS UNIT2: TOZ UNIT3: TOZ 
YEARl: 1931-1959 YEAR2: 1931-1959 YEAR3: 1931-1959 
ITEM4: ITEMS: ITEM6: 
00'4: AM':rS: AM'l'6: 

UNIT4: UNITS: UNIT6: 
YEAR4: YEARS: YEAR6: 

GENERAL COMMENTS: 

REFERENCES: 

BROOKS, H.C. AND RAMP, L., 1968, GOLD AND SILVER IN OREGON; 
ODGMI BOLL. 61, P. 243, 264 
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DATA { 6) OREGON METAL MINES HANDBOOK, 1943, ODGMJ BOLL. 14-C-, 
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I 
STATE OF OREGON DEPAR'I'J'.[Th.'T OF G30LOGY :.ND ~UNER;J, INDUSTRIES 

,!SSAY LABORATORY 

rtE1U-EST FOR Sl,MPLE INli.,ORMATION 
l<)O 

The State Law governing free annlys'is of samples sent to State Assay Laboratories req_uires 
that certain information be furnished the La,boratory regarding samples sent for assay or 
identification. A copy of the lnw will be found on the back of this blank. l)lease fill 
in the information called for as completely as possible, and submit it along with your 
sample. .Keep a copy of the information on each sample for your own reference. 

Your name in full Eli L . ~m.i th 

Post . office address Gold Hill, Oregon 

Are you a citizen of Oregon yes Date on which sample is sent - 21-51 
------------

Name (or names) of ov;ners of the property George Tulare -----------------------
Name of claim sample obtained from Sy l v&n i te ~ine --------------------------
Location of property or source of sample (describe as accurately as possible below}: 
{If legal description is not known, give locat ion with reference to knovm eeoe;raphical point.) 

County .JaCKSOll .Mining district Gold Hill 
---------------- --------------

Township 36S Range 3W Section 2 -~uarter section ------ ----- ----- ---------
How far from passable road and name of road rood to property ___________________ ___,.__ __ 

Channel (length) Grab Assay for Description 

Sample no. l X _f0_.3....__ __ quartz 

Sample no. 2 
(Samples for assay should be at least 1 pound in weight; clay samples 1'or ceramic testing, 
at least 5 pounds.} 
nfi>ORTANT: A vein sample should be taken in an even channel across the vein from wall to 
wall. Location of sample in the workings, together with the width measured, should be recordec 

(Signed) El i L. Smith --------------------
DO NOT VffiITE BELOW THIS LINE - FOR OFFICE USE ONLY - USE OTHER SIDE IF DESIID.1) 

Description quhl'tz cont c1.ining dissemim. t ea. schee.1..i t e -------------------------------------

Sample GOLD SILVBR 'rungs ten 
number oz./T. Value oz./T. Value WO- : I 

:l-11061 v 

- - 0 .12,o - - - - - - - - -
.l'!-14-0 - - - - - - - -

----
Report issued Card filed Report mailed Called for ------ ------ ------- -----

SIH-5 



~GI "I 6 
STATE OF OR~GON DEPARTI.I.:n-.'T OF GEOLOGY /.ND MINEFLU. rnDUSTRIES 

,'\BS.AY LABORATORY 0 {J 

RE1U-BST FOR S1\MJ?LE INFORMATION 

The State Law governing free analysts of samples sent to State Assay Laboratories requires 
that certain information be furnished the Laboratory regarding samples sent for assay or 
identification. A copy of the law will be ·'round on the back of this blank. Please fill 
in the information cal.led for as completely as possible, and submit it along with your 
sample. Keep a copy of the information on each sample for your own reference. 

Your name in full Eli L. ~1.a.i th ----------------------------------
Post office address Gold Hill, Oregon 

Are you a citizen of Oregon yes Date on which sample is sent 4 - 21- 51 
----- ------------

Name (or names) of ov:ners of the property George Tulure -----------------------
Name of claim sample obtained from Sy l Von i te Mine 

--------------------------
Location of property or source of sample (describe as accurately as possible below}: 
(If legal description is not known, give loc ation with reference to knovm geographical point.) 

county Jac.t:Cson Mining district Gol d. Hill 
--------------

Township 36S Range 3W Section 2 Q,uarter section ------ ----- ----- ---------
How far from passable road and name of road raid to property ----------------------''----

Channel (length) 

Sample no. 1 

Sample no. 2 

Grab Assay for 

x _w_o_3 __ 

Description 

quurtz 

(Samples for assay should be at least l pound in weight; clay samples 1'or ceramic testing, 
at least 5 pounds.} 
mPORTANT: A vein sample should be taken in an even channel across the vein from wall to 
wall. Location of sample in the workings, together with the width measured, should be rec·ordec 

(Signed) Eli L. Smith --------------------
DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE - FOR OFFICE USE ONLY - USE OTHER SIDE IF DESIRED 

Description ___ q_u_c1X __ t_z_c_o_n_t_~_i_n_i_n_s __ u_i_s_s_-e_m_ i _n_u_t_c_u __ s_c_h_e_e_1_1_t_e ___________ _ 

Sample GOLD SILVl!:R Tun~sten I 
number oz./T. Value oz./T. Value WO,.,. : I 

~-11061 
.... 

- - 0 .12,.., - - - - - - - - -
.. G-140 - - - - - - - -

. 
·----
Report issued Card filed Report mailed Called for ------- ----- ------ ----

SIH-5 



STATE OF OR3GON DEPAR'I'J\l~;T OF GZOLOGY :.ND UINER:.L INDUSTrtIES 
,\SSi ~Y LABORATORY 

RE1V£ST FOR Si'J,il)LE INlt"'ORMATION 
luO 

3 

The State Law governing free annlys~s of sa~ples sent to State Assay Laboratories requires 
that certain information be furnished the Laboratory regarding samples sent for assay or 
identification. A copy of the low will be :found on the back of this blank. l>lease fill 
in the information called for as completely as possible, and submit it along with your 
sample. ti.:eep a copy of the information on each sample for your own reference. 

Your name in full Eli .L. 8mi th 

Post . office address Gold .hill, Oregon 

Are you a citizen of Oregon yes Date on which sample is sent 4-21-51 ------------
Name (or names} of ov,ners of the property George Tular·e -----------------------
Name of claim sample obtained from Sy l v&ni te Mine 

---------------------------
Location of property or source of sample (describe as accurately as possible below}: 
(If legal description is not known, give location with reference to knovm geographical point.) 

County JacKson .Mining district Gold Hill --------------
Township 36S Range 3W Section 2 Q,unrter section ------ ----- ----- ---------

Ho...- far from passable road and name of road rood to property -----------------------

Srunple no. l 

Sample no. 2 

Channel (length) Grab 

X 

Assay for Description 

qutirtz 

(Samples for assay should be at least 1 pound in weight; clay samples ror ceramic testing, 
at least 5 pounds.) 
IMPORTANT: A vein sample should be taken in an even channel across the vein from v1all to 
wall. Location of sample in the workings, together with the width measured, should be recorded 

, (Signed) __ E_l_i_L_._Sm_,_i_t_h __________ _ 

DO NOT VffiITE BELOW THIS LINE - FOR OFFICE USE ONLY - USE OTHER SIDE IF DESIID.1) 

Description quartz contbining disseminat eu s che eLite --------------------------------------

Sample GOLD SIL~R Tungst en 
number oz./T. Value oz./T. Value WO- : 

:>-11061 
.., 

- 0 .12;,o - - - - - - - - -
-~-14() - - - - - - - - -

· ·--·· 

Report issued Card filed Report mailed Called for ------- ------ ------- -----
SIH-5 · 



2033 First Street 
Baker , Orer;on 

STATE .DEPAfn1-:ENT OF GEC:LOGY AND HINERAL INDUSTRIES 
1069 State uffice Building 239 S .E . 11 H11 St r eat 

Portland 1, Oregon Granto Pass, Oregon 

REQUEST FOR SAl-iPLE INFORMATION 

The State law governing analysis of sample s by the State assay laboratory is given 
on the back ol' this blank. Please supply the inforraation requested herein a s i'ully as 
possible and submit this blank i'illed out alone: with the sample. 

Your name in full David J . White (DOGAMI) ~--~--------------------
Post office a:ldress ____ P~. _O~. _B_o_x_ 4~1_7 ___ G_r_a_n~t~s_ P=a-s-s_,_O~r _eg- o~n~------------

Are you a citizen ol' Oreeon __ Y __ e'""'s ____ Date on ·which swnple is sent __ -=2_-___ 6_- ..... 53....._ ____ _ 

Name (or names) of 01.mers of the property __ =Ge=o=-rg=e=--Tu=-=l=a=r"-'e~-------------

Are you hiring labor? No --------------------------------End of crosscut off of 11Half-Tunnel 11 on Sylvanite 
i.'Jame oi' ockl::kK. sample obtained from __ Mi_' _ne_ .... P_r _op._e_r_t_.y._.'------------------

Are you milling or ship!)ing ore? __ N_o _______________________ _ 

LocaUon of property or source of sample (If l egal description is not known, give 
location 11ith reference to knm-m geographical point.) 

County ___ -"",Ja=c=k~s~o=n....__ _______ _ l<ining district ____ G,..o,.._l...,d,.__JH_._i.._J,..J~----

Town::>hip 36 s Range 3 w Section ~uarter s ection ___ .......__.___ --------- --------

How far from passable road and na,,te oi' road 1/8 mi . N. of Sams Valley Rd., 3 mi. from 
Gold Hill 

Sample no. 1 

Sample no. 2 

Channel (length) Grab As say .for Description 

10 inches 

(Samples for asc;o.y should be at least 1 pound in weight.) 

(Sir;ned) David J. White --------=-~~~--------
DO NOT vi.UTE BELrnI THIS LINE - FC1R OFFICE usz uNLY - USE OTHER SIDE IF DESIRED 

Description 10 inch channel sample of a wbi te auartz. vein cautai ni og tbi u limy streaks 

and sparsely disseminated scheeJite and minor ny:rite 

Sarr,ple GOLD SILvill 'T'TTI\T(!Q.rrrG'l\T - -
number oz ./T. Value oz ./T. Value -- ,___ r.r93_ 

P-139SO 0.13 $4 . 55 0 .08% NG-11 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
~-A ~,.,,, 1 

1.r.,. 
.... (.. •"'· 

Report issued ______ Card filed ____ ilcp ort mailed. 2-21,-53 Called for 

3IR-5 



(:)rr - 6,·,. 
/i'ft;y, /953 

- .----

TUNGSTEN EXPLORATIOH 

George, Ed, and Lewis Tulare are driving a crosscut from the end of the lower or 
"mill level" tunnel at the Sylvanite mine, .3 11iles northeast of Gold Hill, Jackson County, 
in sec. 2, T. 36 s., R. J W. The crosso'ut will intersect the "Little Scheelite" and the 
"Big Scheelite" veins that are exposed in a crosscut trending N. 48° W. from the sc~called 
"Half-Tunnel" which is about 470 feet northwest and approximately 75 feet higher in elevation 
than the lower tunnel. The ''Big Scheelite" vein is intersected at llJ fee t in the crcsscut 
off the "Half-Tunnel" and ls exposed along a · 25-foct drift. It ls 10 inches wide, striking 
N. 40° W. and dipping 70° N. E. Scheel1te occurs irregularly and sparsely disse r:11nated along 
this exposure and especially along a 2-!nch band in the quartz vein. No scheel!te was ob­
served 1n the "Little Scheelite" vein in the upper workings, but a minor amount appears in 
this vein where exposed at the end of a l00°foot crosscut extending N. 27° E. from an incline 
raise at the end of the lower tunnel. 
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Nt ME AND LOClTIO~ 

RECORD IOEN ll FI CAlI O~ 
RE COFO ~□ •••••••••••• h013fSO 
RE CORD TYPE•••••••••• llH 
CDUMTR Y/ORGANIZATID~. USGS 
FIL E LINK I O ••••••••• CCNS\ 
MAP CODE NO . Of RlC •• 

REPOR TER 
NAME ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• LEE , W 
OAT:: •·• ....... ••.•• •••• ••.•• " ..... 7ft 0- l 

DEPOSIT ~AHE ••••••••••••••••• S YLVANITE 

MINING DISJ.RIC T#lREA/ SUSOIST. GOLD HILL- l hPLEGATC- WALDO AR EA• lf 
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COUNTRY NA~E: U~l TED STATES 
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RECORD~□ •••••••••••• CC01~42 
RECJku TY PE •••••••••• Ylr. 
COU~ l RY/JRG~Nl ZATIDN . use s 
MAP CODE NO . □ F RE C •• 

REPOR TlR 
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OATE•••••••••••••••••••••• • •••• 
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SYt.C 'ilY ti NAME ••• ••.,. ......... •• 

~

Bt .... ••••••••••••••••••••• • •••• 

S lf E MHI[ 
L HANC:: 

MI Nl~G DlSTR I CT / lRfA/ SUBD l ST. GOLD HILL 

CUU~ TRY CODE ••••••••••••••••• JS 
COUNTRY NlME : U~I TED STATES 

ST~l E CCDE • • ••••••••••••• CR 
ST ATE NAME : JRESON 

COLN TY ••••••••••••••••••• JACKSON 

Ut.C: SCALE 
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003h 
02 
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RANGE •••• 
seen ou •• 
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COMMCO lTY I~FO~~~TI ON 
CC~KGD IJl ES P~ESENl •••••••••• AU 
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~i J JR FRGDUCT S •• AJ 
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+ 

AC PB 

PH w 

LL lO Tl, JAMES E. 
73 (){, 
8 :) 1 

RE. CO 

FE~NS , tARK L. l DROOKS , HOWlRf C.J 



JRl MATERIALS (NINlR~LS,ROCKS,ETC.): 
SCHEELITE, GAL~hA, PYRITE, GOLD, SILVER 

COK~OOITY COMH[NJS: 
~.bO AJ!lG 

EKPLORAIION lND JEf[LCPHENT 
ST~TUS OF EXPLOR. OR DEV. 8 

DESCRIPTION JF DEPJSll 

OE:FC~I'r TYPES: 
\El "-!/SHEt R Z ON:: S 

FDREtSHAPE OF CEPCSIT: 

Sl2[/D1RECT13Nll )All 
STRIKE JF □ ,E&JCY •••• N22E 

IP □ F OREBJDY ••••••• b5E 

DESCRIPTI U~ OF ·LR<INCS 
UNOE~CROUNO 

co~~ENTS(D=~C~IP. Cf WOKKlNGS)! 
OVE~ 2200 FE[T ON 3 LEVfLS wlTH 

PRODLCTlON 
YES 
SMALL PRDDLClIO~ 

bOO FT I~tLlNL SHAFl 

lNWUAL PRODUCllC~ (DKE,CUMMOO.,CONt.,evERBU~O.) 

ITEM AtC AKJUNT TH□US.UNITS YEAR &RADE,REMtRkS 
1 hC3 LST COOO.O45 ST0 191& 

CUMULATIVE PRJ OU CTION (ORE,CDHMGJ.,CLNC.,3VE~ bUR .) 

~cc: A~JUNl IH□US.UNITS YEAR GRADE.REMARKS I1EM 
15 ORE ~C.C 

AU ACC 
AC ~cc 

I.bl3 TGNS 1931-1959 0.92 OZ/TOI ~; 0 .2C OZ/TON AG; O.Ot l ~ /TON PD 
16 1.490 l Ol 1931-1959 

7 0.324 TOZ 1931-1959 

SGJiCE Jf INFOR~AT[ON (PRODUCTION) •• REF. NJ. 1 TOTAL PRODUCllON [15 ESTIK\Jl 

PiODLClICN CDMKEhT~ •••• LEMKON, JNPUBLISHE) DATl; USSM 

GEOLOCY ANn HINEkALGGY 

l $700,000 (DRDOKS A RilMP. 1968} 



AGL DF ASSOC. lG~EOUS ROCKS •• LJUR-tRET 
IGNfDUS RDCK TYPES ••••••••••• ;RA~ODIORITE 

PERTINEhT MINERALOGY ••••••••• JUARTZ. CHLLRITE. SERPENllhE 

IMPCRTkNT JRE Ct~fRDL/LOCUS •• Hl&U CFADE URE SHDGT DEVELOPED fLOhC VEIN INTERSECTIONS 

LOCAL CEOLJGY 
NAKES/lG~ OF FJRMAfICNS.UNITS.OR ROCK TYFES 

l} NAME: APPLEGATE GROUP 
A&E: PEf M TRI 

NA~ES/AGE OF IGNEOUS UNIJS DR IGNEOUS RJCK TfP[S 
1) NAME: GJLC HILL STOCK 

AGE: LJUR CRET 

SlGNI~IC,Nl LOCAL STRUCTURES: 
FAULT ZONE 

GENEEAL REFERENCES 
1) BROOKS, H.C. ~NG JU •. MP,, L., 19u8, Gl.LO u.o SILVER IN OREGUH [CU''l BL LL. cl, P. 243, 2.64 
2) WOLFE. H.D., A~D WHil~, O.J., 1951, OREGON DEPT. GEOL. AN£ YI~ « INf. &.M.I. SHORT PAPER 22 
3) WOLFE, ff.D., ~ND ~HITE• D.J., 1151, OR~GON DEPT. GEOL. 4~D Yl~ERAL INDUSTRIES &.M.l. SHORT PAPER 
') P~RKS, H.H •• l~D SWARTLEY, A.H., 1916, CREGON BUR . MINES •~o 6fCL., KIN. RES. OREGON, VOL. 2. 

!:") LE rtK'J~ , D."1., UNPUBLISHED DATA 
b) □ ~EGOh METAL MINES HlNOBOOK, 1943, OCGMI BULL. 1~-c, \OL. 2 , S[C. 2, P.110 
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