
A PJ.W.IIUJU.RI JUDIOBT OI 

. HUIIBUG Cn:mt PLAOllR 

By 

Gail• T • Vaad.-1. 
Qraata -PAN, Ol'egou . 

5llir 



HISTORI AID PROOUCTIOI 

Tu upper reaobee of Humbug Creek• like other creebs ia the dinrict c-. 
taining rich creiek-bed gravel depoait8, was worked in the ear'.q days probabl.J 
between the years of 1850 to l.860. Only the creek bed area along the upper •tretch• 
where the deposit wu shallow, rich in gold conte11t a.Dd nttioient grade aT&ilable 
for sluice-box operation was worked in those early da71. Thu area acoordbi to 
accounts ot older reaidenta or the d.iatrict, oft repe&Nd account• haJlded down 
by •old tiaers", of course, wu exceptionally rich having produced, at leut 
along pa.rte of the creek bed, as much u oae thouand dollan (11,000.00) per foot 
of ereell: bed l~h mined. The width in this section worked ranged betw-.. 
suent;r-five (75) and one hundrt;d ud fifty- (150) feet. It is further report-
ed that the creek bed was worked in 1.00 foot cla.iu and th&t some virgin iTaTel 
remain• in the creek bed area at the present timeJ no shafts expoaingbedrock 
in the tailing area.are in evidence but it seems reasonable that some virgin 
gravel ehGUld exi~t--• Thia early day work. wa.a confined to the creek. above Ball 
Creek, in ita greater extent, and so far up-etreo ae about lSOO feet above the 
connuenc• of' the_two ereue on Weat Humbug Creek. 

At a later date, pel"hape rollowing the year or 1890, there wa.e a reYinl. or 
act1"1.t7 Oil the creek and considerable drifting in the deeper IJ'&Tel depoeit 
adjacent to the ereek bed area below the confluence of the two creeQ,,.,. coa­
dueted. In tM drifta. illapeoted bedrock ne not reached ,mtil the' lreet rill or 
the depoait was encountered and mining wu ~ doJ:lt along th1a ria, One of 
tti. drirte which 111 op1a ahm a diate.nce of one hundNd aud thu-t7 (lJO) t'eet 
troa the portal. to the West rla and Eut ot the rill to the portal· ao e:a:posm., 
of bedrock le aeted. Thia deeper pOriicm of the depoeit extends doftatr ... to 
the 111\Nth •f llmbag Creek near the highft1' and in Tariou other sectiou of' the 
depoalt attempts haT• beeil llade to opeh it; \Ip bt .. drU'tiq but the aaoat of 
-.rll · done dou 11ot indicate 1111eJs aucceae • ' ID tine deeper, Ti.rgua part of the 
Huabug C:rMk deposit• est1ma:te<l at froa ten (10) to forth (40) feet 111 depths, 
the greater YOlllH of )'al'dap exiets • 

According to old records the creek wu equipped in 1912 for hJdraullck­
ing operatloua and 1t'&8 worked und• the D&lle •t hnHII IU.De. Tlle par\ worked 
w.a in all prol,a.billt1 the ltJ.gher bench p-anls within the TS.chit,' of the ctoa­
flueno• or the two creeks, Wb1c1'ntaded up Hulllbq Creek tor aa estiilated dle­
taac• ot 1000 fMt• Since eeeae.t1oa of these operationathe a.Na bu hellll per-
1od1calq worked and eepec18.lq 1Ja neen\ ~ by llr • T • rte.lph Pit tock who bu 
worked at ditf'erent times both by drifting aotf ~aullckin& ou the West Hua-
bug Creek. ' 

As to total prod:uction ot gold tor the creek no records are available. 

!!SruG WOlC ARD asPORT!D V.ALIJ'!S 

Th• aoc~ Sketch lap~-- -.pJ>Z'QximateJ., th• location or teat work 
done b7 Hooper and associates aa. well u other eignificant data. The follow-
ing table present• data on the four ahaftaa · 



Sb.aft 
It, 

l 

2 

3 

Depth 
F9gt 

8.5 
17.0 

10.5 

Gold• 135.00 oz. 
Value cu. yd. 

R2Jlsr1 

1.u 

peeor!12~i91 

Virgin gl"hTel rroa 3' s ,, 
cut out of pren.O\Ully ,_. 
shaft, to bedroelr. 

Tailing in creek lle&r W•e1t 
bank. lobedrooku caving 
coJ11menced nMr water level. 

Tailing in orMk bed. lo 
bedrock u caftd at water 
1 ..... 1. 

'firgiJ:l ll'ff•l uar 1'.at 
bam:: ot er••• hck to bed­
rock, 

Sh&tts Mo .. 3 and ito. 4 nre sunk by Hooper and usociatee preYioua to. 111' 
examination of the propert¥• Rowffer, pann1ni of varioua saaplea froa both 
of these shafts would indicate such values per eubic yard u shown in th• aboYe 
table were re£1.sonabl7 obt.i.Dable. Shc..fts lie. l a.nd llo. 2 were 110re recent.11' 
e\mk gy Mr. Hooper aad uaocu.tes and during that time I sl)Ot a cou1deftlhle 
tble a.t the operati0n, obtained the gold for weighing and c&lC\llated ftluea pc 
cubic 7ard. The depoait ill the near pro:nmity or lo. l Shaft ie troa aevat.ea 
(17) feet to twe:ntr (20) t'eet 1n depth but the eh&tt opened up ill the oreet 
bed, rroa whioh the 31 x ;t en.at was ta.ten, wu onl.7 eight aDCl oae-half (Si) 
!Mt to bedrock. Pa.unina of the OTerburden aboTe the abart ehowed oaq &·ftr1' 
au.U u.ount of. gold •o that 1f' a zero ft.lue per cubic 7ard 1• l1Hd tor th• 
top portion we have t0.)5 per cubic~ u 1hon:.abo'f'•• Thia 1a the ftlue per 
cubic Jard that amat nec-.so.ril7 be considered. .In 8h&f't ••• 2 an old race 
waa unrortuo.at,elJ encountered at a depth or e.pproxusateq two (2) r .. t below 
tb.e aur£ace and nea.rJ.r on~ of' the m.a:ter1al extn.cted was coaree row 
at.a.eked back b7 early day Jliners, 

J'roa the locatiou or Shatt Jllo • .land downatrea.1l alozag the cl'Mk bed, near 
the bue of bill Mr. T. Ralph Pittock .report. Taluea of rroa 30 cents t.e ,0 Mnts 
pw cubic ,-ard reCOYered troa bydraulieking operation•• Kia work •• JlOt oen­
d1NW,.a ~ .ds~_perE, channel wlwre better valuew should· «.d11t. 1'arther down­
,~~~:~.~•!-~•. ove a dr.if't intotothi• dee:o.er ae.Yel. ar-. wh!J:m u:iata_,.. 
:~l<>nf(W~it; · ... . g , and reporu » fiiTe uirac:,,ed excep'tXOna.LJ.T rlffl'l Y-...uesJ 
in place,s along the drift probabl.J ecn-eral. dollar• per cubic ye.rd. 

A considerable amount of panning bu Mell doU bJ ay•elt at dittenat 
t.im.os in the creek bed tailinga below the coafluance of 1'b• WO creeu &Dd whll• 
p occaaiona.l pan aho1ring ao iold 'l'al.u• u cicO\ID'kred t.he aor• ..-..i .J."1111 ii 
1"roJII. - Ntiated -~uartv to OIUl-balf eont pa p&mJ at• two ad. th'Ne 
cent pe.na have 'bHII obtailled but tbie ia U1Nell&l.. !hue vu.l.llu, u are ot!Mtr 
pa aopJ.u, wre utillated lNt are belifl'ed to be reuona:bll' oloN ror \he pm-­po••• The gold 1• ei.an 1a &p.pMrance and ia cetarM enough \hat ao dittiCNlty­
should be encountered 1n rec.overing it 1n ri.f'tl••• 



Other samples which were tu.ken from one of the drifts below the connuence 
of tho creeks and nenr the Wast bedrock rial on bedrock give occasion.a.l bl.a.nu 
but more usuilly several colors estima.t.od at from one-half cent to as high as 
five cents per pan. Severcl. two C$Ilt pieces have been recovered from panning 
1n thia Virgin gravel area.and the five oent pana a.re not conaidered as usual 
re. 

tliRDJ.Gi ESTlJU.TE 

It 1B »aturally difficult to make a sensible yardage estimate along a 
cr•et ot this A&ture whea the ground ia uneven and oaq & lillited UlOlmt ot 
bedrock u.poaure• are giTen for depth det&rllina.tio111. However, 111th t.11ese 
above coll<litiona in Iliad aa eatima.te of l,S00,000 cubic yards or gravel 1a 
giTen for the Pittock pz,operty on both Humbug ud l'lest Humbug creeka. lo 
att•pt bu beeil mad&Of' eou:14 be me.de to iJ.ve &11 oatimat& 111eparatel7 ot the 
virgin and tailing grt1vel. No yardage is given tor Ball Creek or R'Ull\bug Creek above 
the conf.haence. ·Do1metnaa oelow th.e Pi.ttock end line a large area or deep graTel 
ext.ts and here 11 corrt,!~.ned, in all probability, 1e-reral ndll.10D yarda which, ot 
co.urse, 1e not under the Hopp.N' option. 

CB.ARACTER OP' GRAV31. AND BEDROCI 

'l"he gravel contained in the deposit is not. classed as generally coarse. 
Ho'Vlu:iver, neur the upper end of the West litlmbus Creek and near the South base of 
hill quit.e a. few large iron bo.ilders, IU!M.\suring as auch as fiTe <,) feet ill 
diameter, are noted on and neat" the surface ua might be expected near the steep 
hillside. Th••• are not nested and oear the cen\er .or the "f'&1lq a ab.4tt wa.a 
aunt by Pitt.ck and th• duap ~ioes not. iadicate an:- bo\1lders or this s1se but 
graTel tha. t would be considered a.a medium in siae • Bnr the ccmflumce of the 
two (2) crffka an ocoaaioaal three (3) to four (4) toot bouldtr is noted which 
is sut'l"Ound•d by aoderate.ly fine gravel and moat uaual:ly with1JJ. a fn feet ot 
the surface. In the drifts above mentioned belbw the/conflaence only a few 
rock having a. diameter of eighteen (18) inches were noted. The creek bed tail­
ings, which of course is all that ia exposed in that section at th.la writing, 
are shown to contain few coarse rocks a.a tho••• if OJ"ltiu.lly exiatant, were 
broken up and stacked during the hand opera~. Below the MUth of Ball 
Creek Ind for a short distance above there are many large boulders havlng a dia­
meter of aa much as six (6) or seven (7) feet. Several lnarndt•d feet do1111streaa 
they diainish in quantity and fifteen hundred (1500) feet, beJ.o,r the aouth ot 
Ball Creak only a r,n, are noted. It secs rea.sonabl.e to bellne that this now 
of boulders came from the Ball Creek aide of the vall.97. 

The virgin graTel in places examined ia ahoa to contala eoae clay which 
would undoubtedly offer difficulties if a short aluioe--box ne bft1Dg uaed but 
~,,here using a trommal no trouble should encOUDter in bru)Qng: th1a cla)" up. The 
gold in the creek-bed tailings no doubt owea 1 t origin to 1ah•: ,,fact that consid­
erable gold was retained in the clay discharged from the ..iuiq_e-boxe■ of the early' 
day miners. With the exception of the limited area near the aqu.th th ct Ball Creek 
it is not thought that aJlY difficulty, other than that ~q!ch ~ JIOJ'll&ll,1' be 
expected, should encounter in an operation using a 1-cubi;f,J Ya.rd!.Dl-aCJ.ine. 

The bedrock in all places examiniiKl is well altered igneous ~k ~htch 1s 
locally C3.lled a porphyry but which ia a greenstone. Th.ts mq- RsU,- be picked 
and no difficulty from cleaning-up would be expected. ' 
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WATER SUPPLY AND CLEAF.IKG 

The quantity of water e:x:pect,::d 111 the creek during the dey sea.eon 18 
not kno,m. Thia June, which ldght be olal!ued. withiD an uauaual.1.T dey aeaaon, 
there was an eetimt.tod three hundred (;OO) gallona of water per llim.1te flow­
ing in the creek below the mouth ot Bill (,'reek. In the loose ta.illng area. 
~ one is easily deceived l'i5 to the uount of wa.ter present d,ae to the 
fa.ct that it is on or near bedrock, which erade ia a.bout ab: per c•t 1a places. 
Older residents report that a piping eenaon of about eight (8) aonths wu ob­
tained in past years but this of course will vary der,.nding upon the sea.son.. 
During the winter months an abundance of wiiter exists and by reolai.JdQg w&ter 
fro• 8Jl1' mechanical waahing-pb.nt operation the number or 11outhl'I during which 
operations could be ca~ried on would be extended. 

Ver, little clearing would be necessary with the exeeptioa or the local-
1 ty near the aout!'\' of Ball -Creek. the -eoction has been burned over and in 
places only' cattered firs, laurels, ash and brush exist. The upper part ot 
West Humbug has b•en cleared .for oulti•o.Uon as tar West as Sb.aft No. l and 
beyond only brush 1s encountered.. 

RF,COIMINDATIONS 

It seeas probable that there ia a good cha.nee of here <laveloping u 
area of l1Jl1ted yardage Oil the Pittoclt property that would average fifty (50) 
cents per cubic yard or better. or course, no conclu1iona or definite atate­
aent1 can be given with the limited data at hand but the teet:bs thttt ha.a be• 
done to date would certainly indicate that the further expenditure of aonq 
for prospecting is merited. 

(signed) Gailon 'l'. Vandel 
Mining Engineer 7/lS/39 



CRIB Hl NERAL RESOURCES FI LE 1 2 

RECORD I DENl I FlCA TJUN 
RECOkO ~□ •••••••••••• 
RECORD TYPE• ••••••••• 
COUN TRY/ DRGANlZATlON . 
NA• CUDE NO. OF REC •• 

REPDRTER 

hC61t; 24 
~. lt 
USG$ 

iAHE •••••••••••••••••••••• • ••• • JOH~SON , MAUREEN G. 
UPD ATED ••••••••••••••••••• •• ••• 8 1 05 

RECORD 0185 

BY •••••••••••••••••••••••• •• ••• FERis . ~ARK L. ( BROD~ . HC~A~D c. ) 

NAME ANO LDCllIJ~ 
DEPGS.lt NA.ME• ••• • •••••••••••• HUMBUG CREEK PLACERS 
SYNO't YH NA.HE ••••••• ••........ l MCLUDES BENSC'-J • JuH~Sl□ N • Kub L I RAt-tH UR EDCE , tNO P I TT OCK PlAC.ER S . 

1INlt~G OISTIUCl1Ak[A/ SU&DIST. JPPER APPLE&A1E 

COLNTRY CDDE ••••••••••••••••• J S 
COUNJRY NlMEI U~ITED STATES 

STATE CODE ••••••••••••••• OR 
STATE NA~E : □~EGON 

JACKSON COUN TY ••••••••••••••••••• 
DRA1NAGE AREA •••••••••••• 
PHYSlOGRAPH I C PROV ••••••• 
LA~C CL~SSJFICl TJ ON •••••• 

1710) 309 PACIFIC N□ RTHkEST 
13 KLAMATH MOU~TAINS 

QUAD SCALE 
l: 62500 

LA11 TUDE 
42 - 16- 0'JN 

UTM NORTHING 
4l79 450 . 0 

38S 
0 4 1'# 

01 

<WAD NO QR NlME 
GG LD HILL 

LONGITUDE 
123- 08 - 20.4 

UTM EASTU~G-
488550 . 0 

TWP •••••• 
RA~lGE • ._ •• 
SEC TH>N •• 
MEklDIAN. 

ll - 14 
~I LLAMETTE 

UTM ZOt·ff NO 
+lG 

POSITION FROM NE~REST PR0KINENI LOCALJT~: CHANNEL A~D lRlSUTARl l S DF HLMBUG CR~EK 

COMMCOI TY INFORMA TlON 
CDKMOOI TIES P~ ESE~l•••••••••• AU 



~EPJRTED TO RU~ o.35 TO 1.14 DOLLARS/YA~C (19~11- ( 0 .01 - o . c3 Li /Y U 

ElPLORATlON AND DEVELOPME~T 
SIATUS OF ElPLOR . DH OEV . 4 

DESCllPTlON OF OEPGSIT 

DEICSIT TYFES! 
PLkCER 

FORM/SHAPE OF DEPOSIT: 

Sl:E/DIRECTIONAL DATA 
~llE OF DEPOSIT •••••• SNAL L 

DESCRlPTl □N □ F ~CRKINGS 

CDMHENTS(OESC~IP. OF WORKINGS ): 
FIVE ACRES DREDGED (1911). HYDRAULlCK AND DRIFT PLACER~ 

P!i!OOUCTIUN 
YES 
SMALL PRODUCTION 

ANNUAL PROOUCTICN tORE,COMMOD.,CJNC.,OvERBURO.J 
23 AU, EST SOME 1884-1939 AU ( O.Ol-O. C3 OZ/lD ) 

RESERVES ONLY 

ITEM ACC AMOUNT THDUS.UtHlS YE,f. GRACE OR USE 
l 1,500.000CU YDS 19~9 EST 

GEOLOGY AMO MI NERALCGY 

AG[ OF HDSI ROCKS •••••••••••• ~UAT 
HOST ~LICK TY PES••••• ••••••••• ~HANNEL &R,VELS 

GECL.OG!CAL OESC.RlPTll/E HOTES. 3EDROCK IS MEl&.VOLCANlCS . 

GENEkAL ~EFERENCES 
1) eROOKS, H.c. lND RAMP , L., 1368, GLLD lNO SILVER IN OREGON; ODfMI BULL. 61 , P. 241 
21 OREGON ME TAL MINES HANDBOOK, 19, _ , JOGiI BUL L. 14-C, VOL. t . StC. ~. ZUbl . 
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