
Upper Applegat e a rea 

LAYTO N MINE (placer) Upper Applegate area 

Owner : Pacific Placer Company, Inc.; Carrie N. Wilson, Trustee. 

Loc ation: SW¼ seo. 20, T. 38 s., R, 4 w., on Ferris Gulch at an elevation of 1500 
f eet . 

~: Over 1100 acres (400 unpatented, balance patented). It includes Ferris, Whis key_ 
and Bamboo Gulches. 
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History: "The Layton Mi ne is part of the estate of J. F, Layton, and is under 
Je a se and bond ~y Austin Wilson, of Boston, Mas s . It is loc ated 2 miles west 
of Applegate, in seo. 20, T, 38 S,, ~. 4 w . . The av~rage thickness of the gravels 
i s about 25 feet and the width 1! more th~n 290 feet. The best va lues are found 
in an old channel about 15 feet below the level of the present stream bed. The 
bedrock is greenstone, which in places is distinctly vesicular and greatly fract­
ured and veined. Ur. Layton put in 2 ditches, the upper of which is 21 miles 
long and the lower 18 miles. Three giants are used under a head of about 300 
feet. A considerable area of good ground remains to be washed. 

" According to a late report, Mr. Wilson is insta lling considerable additional 
equipment in order to effect a better saving of values and increase the amount of 
material handled. This equipment includes 2 Pierce amalgamators and a large wi nch 
to use on a derrick to handle the stumps and large boulders. He proposes further 
to install an electric power plant for both lieht and power. rhe mine has been a 
good payer for years and it is expected that the improvements will be the means of 
materially increasing its production." 

In recent years, W. A. and Lou Robertson worked on Bamboo Gulch where it is reported 
g~ld partioles ran up to 25 ~ents to the yard and the ground averaged 30 cents, There 
40-ft. banks of virgin gravel. Somo work is reported on Whiskey Gulch. 

Geology: Bedrock is areillite, -fairly smooth, and weathered so that it c an be 
u. de pth Qf .2 feet. There is very little clay and no large boulders. The banks a re 
40 feet hi gh a nd tho placered area in Ferris Gulch is from 100 to 300 yards wide. 
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Genera l: The property has a water ri ght on Grayback Creek which coul d de liver to a 
hi gh-line ditch. A low-line ditch has wnter except th it 1 b ~ c n erva etween July 10 and Se pt. 22 
whe n the water is u s ed for agricultural purposes. 

Reference: Parks & Swartley, 16:139 (quoted) 
Winchell, 14:132 

Informants: Mrs. Carrie N. Vfil son and R,C.T., January 30, 1940. 


