/ \ OREGOY PLACHER PROPERTY
/

Pleld of Operstions,

AFPrle ¢s7 <

Its field of operations Includes the femous Applesste Mining
Pistrict, Josephine County and Jackson Coanty, Oregon. This
dlstrict 1s recognized s among the sefegt »nd most assuring
nining sections of the Unlted States. Its location is 16 miles
from Grant's Pass, the County Seat of Josephine County, Oregon,

g city of 8,000 populetion on the Southern Pecific Rallrosd.

T™is district is & continuation of the Northern Californis plscer
deposits 2nd hes the seme geoloslcal condltiorn. The first Adis-
covery of gold in Oropon wass mede 1n tris locality, on Josephine
Creek, western Josepniine County, Vay 2, 1851, end it Les been a
large end constert producer of sold for morc than sixtv vears,

The 20ld 1s of the hlghest srade mined, beling neariy pure
In its native stete snd won the Grend rrize £t the Psnama Preific
Intsrnationsl Wxposition at Son Franclisco 1n competitlon with the
world's pgrestest mines’

Propsrtias,.

These propertics coneist of s concolidetion of tiree plscer
mines, known as The G0ld Magret Placer "ine, the "ullion King
Placar i#ine and The Noondsy I'lacer Vine, all adioinines and con-
stituting one so0lld block of four undred scras, s portion of
which formerly wes 2 part of The layton Vine, having bsen owned
and operated by the late J. ¥, Loyton, founder of the Tayton
Hstote, sitnated In Applegnts Viqiagz District.

Descrip*tion of ¥ines,

s
i

A description of trese prorsrtics g contalned in the
following reports:

From Unlitnad Stetes Geologieal “urvey
Pfnlletin 546, 1914.

On the Loyton ¥ine ihe svernge thickaces of the eornvoels
is about 25 feet, In rach of the mnterinl tre pebhles epre lans
than 6 inches in dlsneter ond - ra menerally eubsagnlar, Te
lsrgest boulders sre in +he hottom of the deposit Aand 19 vlsres
are considerably decomposed. The gold in rsenersl 1s in small
flskes, but mipgrets arc also fouind., The early miners had & small
dltch with 2 hesd of 100 ft., but ¥r, Teayton put in two ditches,
the upper of whiech 18 21 iiles 1lonz and tie lower 18 milses. The

water of “otn diterns eosan fros " 1llers Oreek, ™o colants are
used under a hesd of sbout 300 faort, Flve men aras grnarally om-
ployed, and thie amount ~ined off gesel 7oor i somawrat mopre than 1
acre.

From Report of Acolph Wninsr, (1aine Unginenr,

Ti:e property is locate d 16 w!les from Orant's Prss, Or=gon,
2% miles from Applegata Pors* Offivce, with rural delivery mail snd
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.iephone on the property. It is essily reached by sutomobile,
stage or other cOﬂveyance and is sbout three miles from the right-
of-way of the Grant'es Pass end Rogue River R Re. which 18 to builad

to the Josephine County Caves.

It has water-righ%s out of the esst fork of Williems Creek,
covering about 2000 miner's inches. This weter-right could easily
be used to irrigate two or threo thousand ecres of agricultursl
land during the summer season, for which the farmers will pey $5.00
per acre per sesson; and dig thelr own leat‘erale. There is plenty
of water Iin the ditches just ss they are, to irrigete two thoussnd
acres end run two dredges &t the ssme time; while with a few hun=
dred dollaers spent in development work on the wetere-rights enough
water could be had to run one or two gients during the irrigating
season,

NATURAL RisS QJRCES

This part of the state is very productive with s number of
different resources. ,ﬂafer is sbundent; the hills are covered
with valusble timber snd rich with ro0ld, copoer and other minerals,
while the gulches esre rich in plscar gold end the vslleys rich and
well sdapted to epriculture}l the winters arec mild, there belng no
severe frost or freezing and conditions are idesl for the placer
miner,

TOPOGRAPHY AND HLEVATION

The galch in which thls property 1s located dips norih to
the Applegste hiver., The elevetion at the river on the lower end
of the property is 1220 feet; one mile south, the elevation is
1385 feet, #nd two and taree quarters miles aouth the elevation
is 2100 fest.

' "

The country in the im-edlate vicinlty is hilly and slopes
esglly toward the river, whore opens up the bssutiful end fertile
Applegate Valley.

GEOLOGY

The country rock is gepanitoid and schist conglomerate with
slate a8 bed-rock. In the Insediete vieinlty of this property are
quartz mines; emong the most prominent of which are the Strong Ledge,
Mountsin Lion, Bone of Contention, lxchequer end the H, i, H. Mines,
all being gold producers, o

WATER SUPPLY
The water supply com=s from the entire north slope of the
Gray Back Mounteins} from the water-shed of the esst fork of Wllliams
Creek and its tributarias, which drain s vest area of country con=
trolled by high and low line dltches that go with and are s psrt
of this property.
DITCHES

There are two ditches; the hich line diter 1= twenty=three
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~iles in length. It has its intaske at the extreme western fork
of the east fork of Williaems Creek and it drains the entire north
slope of Gray Beck Mountsin for 2 distance of four miles where 1t
dreins the entire north slope of Gray Back Mountain for a distance
of four miles where 1t discharges into Pipe Gulch.

The combined waters of Pipe Gulch and the ditch ars con-
veyed over Thompson Creek by s 36 inch pipe line 600 feet in
length which dischargea into sn open ditch lesding to the mine.
This diteh 1s 3' x 27 x #', with s carrying capscity of 600 miner
inches.

The low line Al tch is sixteen itlles in lengthe. Its intake
is in Corral Creek in which empties sl1l wster having 1ts source
between this dltch and the high 1line ditch, which 1s of sufficient
capacity to carry sll evellable wster; a part of which finds its
way into the low line ditch.

The low line ditch hes a cspacity of 1000 miner inches,
being 4' x 5' x 3', Botn ditches are constructed on the proper
grade and are 1n fair condition.

BED 0CK

: The Bede=rock is slate, nichly decoriposed, laying fsirly
level snd very rough, stesnding on edge, In places it comes
within five feat Of tie surface, Iile character 1s such that 1t
may be penetrated for five or six inches with a pick,

GRAVLT
There are no lsrge boulders, rerely anything being found
larger than 12 inches in dismeter, The gravel lies in streta
from six inches 10 several feet thick, sometimes divided by
smaller strata of decomposed reddish granit.
SURFACE
The surfacs is rolling, gradually slopingz into the pulech
from both sides and towerd the Applegate River, From the surface
to bed=rock the gravel depth varies from five to forty fret.
RESBRVOIRS

There gre three roservolrs on the propérty having a combined
total capscltiy of one milllon one hundred and “Wwenty thoussnad feet,

GOLD

The gold 18 very evenly distributed throughout the gravel
examined,

The ground tested In various places has shown uniform vslues
which maey be conservatively stated as 40 cents per cubic yard, The
goid is rough snd coarse and does nct appear to have traveled far.
The source &f the same 1s undoubtedly the rarnpge of mountsins to the
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'south and west, from which the streams teke their source and from
the hills and mountasins traversed by numerous ledges of free milling
ore lying in the imrediate vicinilty.

Just before reaching bed-rock the heaviest gold 1s encountered.
Nuggets ranging in value from & few cents up to 3125, are freguently
deposited in the sluice boxes,

The 100 acre tract of dredging land is exceptionally rich
in golde. Shallow shafts sunk to bed=-rock have shown values of
from §7.00 to $10.00 per cubic yerd, the gold being worth %18.50
per ounces.

EQUIPMENT

T™#he egquipment consists of blacksmith shop; riveting mschines
one five room dwelling housej one, one=story and & half dwelling
house; conteiring 5 rooms; usual outbuildings; one cabin; 4000
ft. Balgium iron pipe;. 7 to 34 inches in dlameter; 3 glants of
various sizes; one tadl race flume 870 feet long} one main sluice
flume seversl hundred feet in length; 2 barns; 3 reservoirs; about
40 niles of ditches,. all of which hsve cost about %45,000,00.

SUGGLES TIONS
I would recommend the followiwg changes:

(a) The buillding of suiteble diversion dsms at intske of ditches.,

(b) Enlsrgement of voth ditches to capacity sufficient to csrry
all water belonging to water-rights;

(¢) The installation of smell hydro-elect~ic plant at nine for
lightin-.

(d) Instellation of electrélytic sluiceg for:recovery of finer
velues in place of under~currents.

(e) Instsllstion of dredge of £500 cubic yerds capacity on low
ground, to bte selectecd 2%t your descretion.

Respectfully submitted,

(S1rmed) Adolph Meler, Y. E.




sr Lands Mines Irrigeted Lands
,~1t Lands City Property
W. R. NIPPER

603 G Street

Grants Pass, Oregon, July 7, 1915,

Mr. Austin Wilson,
Grants Pass, Oregon.

Dear Mr, Wilson:

Allow me to congratulate you on having acquired such a
valuable property as the Layton mine. You certainly deserve gresat
credit in your selection of & mining property, and for the faithful
work you have done while looking over our mineral resources. I
have known thls property for twenty five years and consider it one
of the best mines 1n Southern Oregon. I consider the water and
water rights together with the ditches, well worth $50,000.00 to
the farmers of William$ Creek.

There 1s plenty of water to run the mine night and
dey all the year. They have one thousand feet fall from the upper
ditch, a splendid show to generate electricity to light the mine
end buildings by using the same water that is used for mining.

I have been informed that the ditches would cover five
thousand acres of tillable land that has no other means of irriga-
tion other than water from these ditches. This land would be
worth three times 1ts present value if they had water for irrigstion.

Mr. J. T. Hartley & prosperous farmer of Williams
Creek asked me 10 try and buy the water from the Layton helrs for
the farmers. He.told me he would pay twenty five thousand dollars
for the water, but at that time they were holdlng their price at
fourty five thousand dollars.

Grants Pass should own this water for the City, as
it is the only aveilable water from a pure mountein streem that
can be had to reach the city. 8o I say I congratulate you on your
judgment, and if you ever want to dispose of the water, let me know
and I will tgke the matter up with the farmers or the City.
Hoping you will make the success you deserve
I remain,

Yours very truly,

(Signed) W. R. Nipper.




Published in
"THE OREGON OBRSERVER"

Officisl Newspsper for Josephine County

Grants Pass, Oregon, Wednesdsy, July 19, 1916

L L B P I R R T YT Y

RICH PLACER MINE HAS BEEW SOLD
The 0ld Leyton Mine is Transferred to Boston People

The fsmous Leyton placer mines chenged hands for the first
time since the late J, T. Layton commenced to operete them, over
forty years ago, e

Attorney George W, Colvig, Administrator of the J. T. Layton
estste, s0ld all of the Layton placer holdings, whiech smounted to
over six hundred acres, to Austin Wilson, of Boston, Mass. Mr,
Wilson now has a full crew of men working Xm the mine under the
management of Lester Layton, who has had full charge of the mine
since his father's desth, working the seme under the instructions
of the Administrator. This sale is maede subject to the confirmation
of the Jackson County Court.

It is Mr, Wilson's purpose to consolidate this property with
four mndred acres adjoining end belonging to the Pacific Placer
Company of Boston, Mass., The dltches cover all of the Pacific
Plecer's holdbngs. ‘ ;

There are three separate mines on the Layton holdings, one on
Bamboo gulch, one on Whiskey gulch, and the present operations on
Perris gulch. The Layton holdings and the Pacific Placer holdings
control the whole of Ferris Gulch.

Nature has not slwsys been cereful to combine good ground and
good wster rights; she did, however, in the case of J. T. Leyton's
properties on the Applegate. To be sure the conditions sven here
supplied by neture required some revision, snd 1t took a smsll
fortune to do 1t, but it wss done snd the Layton water rights are
known ss numbering with the best three or four in southern Oregon,
snd therefore, the best three or four in the state.

Up to the time that Mr. Layton began to mcquire his holdings
by the purchase and consolidation of the Kubli, Bolt, Hudson, and
_Colawell's interest in the Perris gulech in 1868 and 1869, thess
properties had been worked by plick and shovel or ground sluiced.
What i1s known todey as the lower Layton ditch was at that time
used to supoly the noted Willismsburg Adlgegings. This ditch (5x4x2
feet 8nd 8 grade of three-seighths inches to the rod) wes extended
from Whiskey creek for three mides and 2 small glant started to
working. This ditch iIs teken from the weat fork of Willlams creek
end is eighteen miles in length.
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STATE DEPT OF GEOLOGY & HANCRAL INDUSTRIES
STATE ASSAY LABORATORY
202 EAST | STREET
GRANTS PASS, OREGON

CONFIDENTIAL

OKEGON PLAGER MINES, INC.

e

hir. iustin reports that he has operated this plant, successfully,

in u&lifornia, and that he hus a sesond plent, similur to this one

in operation down there. Le hopes to bring it to Oregon in the

nsar future. he aleso reports that he was sent to Cregon by the

Glide Foundution when they were on Fomiman Cr. and that he gquit

zga? &sh;:?y did not permit him $o run the Jjob but wantsd to run
or .

The ground is being tested by neans of tsst pite, and he has tested
the full 4 mile length of the stream chennel. .t present, plts are
being surk to prove out actual working sreaé. He feels that the
ground mined will average 35¢ per yard, end that his recovery costs
will be about l2¢ e yard.

The plant is mounted on this truek chassis, and braged with Leavy
structural steel members. +ihe entire plant is s pposed to be as
mobile as any large truek will be. He FIgkf plans on moving the
equi ¢, readily and freely; during the Calls Cr. water season
he move to the upper part of the stream, and save the lower
end for mining during low water when water will be pumped from
the :ogue River.

It seoms to me that his bedrock will be quite rough. He states

that it 1s soft and saslly dug, zand it may be. The "porphyry” is
probably moxe like the mete-sadimenis of the Applegate series than
a true lgneous rook -- however there may be igneous roek in here.
"heefs"™ are pumerous in the form of outorops. I1If this mobile plants
really functions, it is probable that he will be &ble to sneak in
between reefs and eclean-up. The pumping of weter from the Logus
River is not an attractive featurs.

The black sand be has saved from test pits 18 reported to averege
2 1lbs. per yard, and assays 52 a ton in gold. I understand that
his black pands will go to Gold Hill for processing. He will save
them by means of an undarcurrent on the plant.

siustin claims to have aﬁeratad plucer and dredge groperties for «
number of yeqrs. He also cliaims to be & 1904 graduate of Univer-
sity of uregon.

Rey C. Treasher,
vetober 1let, 1%840.



;*Stats Ebs/za’ztmsnt of gso[ogy and dl/(én;? ?nj;?:clibzé&

702 Woodlark Building
Portland, Oregon
OREGON PLACER MINES, INC. | GOLD HILL AREA

The Zimmerman's have taken over the Comp end Austin is no
longer eonnesged with it. It wes not Austin'syd money that started
operations. They feel that Austin is not an operstor but is a good
"$ester”. They elaim that the plant was reduilt 5 times, from the
rubbser tired truek arrangement to its present set-up.

Rote that the sluices are soms distanee from the plant. This
is 80 the plant may be moved without distrubing the boxes. Water is
;;i}} : problem, and when they beglin pumping 2000 feet it will be an

] tem.

I suggested settling ponds for settling muddy wafor énd,also for
re-¢lreulation of water for the weshing plant. Gave them data on the
muddy water siguation. '

They have gquite a bit of bleck sand., Dines & Von Gbcrliah are
going to play with their blask gands, using QQS;f.

Q§§<;> Ray C. Treasher,
<§§;§§> Field Geologist,

Merch 4, 194l.
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