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702 Woo'9f B.µi,lding 

Portland, If iron[, · ~ ~ 

.1ACKS0.N COUNTY - : i4;· 5 I:; OSBORN AND Fl.ETCHER 
(Gold. Placer) 

0,Rex·ator and lessee: 

UPPER APELEO.A'l1E 
STATE OBFT OF OEOUt 

It M.INSAAL ~ 

R. o • .i'letoher. and n. E. oaoorn, l?.o. :aox 522, Jacksonville, 

Oregon. 

MolJonough Bros., -~yaide, h.uoll, Oregon • ..,,,,,,,, 

.LOCf..ti.op.; 

see. 25• T38S, RSW. On Bishop creek• a tributary or Forest 

Creek. The property is loco.tea Just east of ,;jtate llighv,1ay 238 

approx1mately 2 miles north ot Ruoh. 

Area.; 

. 
The e.ree. to. be mined is a:pproaimately 300' wide by & ot a mile 

long. All 1a on patentad land • 

.W.story: 

Thia ia the tirat time this area has been mined. It is one 

of the tew creeks in this er~a that has not been worked over by the 

pl.&oer miners o:t' the 1800' s. 'lbe reason is p;robably due to the 

laok ot water and the flat topasraphy besides the low values. 

GeoloSI: 

Thie ia a guloh type placer. 

Wella (DOGAMI map series #2 and 5) maps this area a.a predominantly 

m.etavoloanics. .Metaaed1ments ooour to the northeast approximately 



p 
lt JD.ilea and the aumm.1 t of the hill l mil.e to the north is mapped 

aa Chico. 

the bedrock where exposed ia metavoloanics. It ia usually 

quite aaa111 dug but one apot,about 2001 Wide, between tast pits was 

so .bard. as to neoeasitate th& dismantling and re~ssembling of the 

boat. 

The gravels will average 5 1 in th1oknasa with a maximum ot 

10•. They vary from Yfell rounded to angular. Bouldars oom,..;.i:lse 
-,.,, 

a_pproxim.ately 5-10% .,,ot the gravels 11ncl refaoh a maximum size ct 31 • 
, 

Some clay is present and in at least ones ot has been so tough 

a.a to ue nonwo1•.kabla. 

Overburden till aver&ge 21 and varies from 0' to 31 • 

The bulk of the gold is fine out some nug:ets up to $1.50 in 

aize have been recovered. It is reported it runs 990 tine • . 

l41n1n.5: 

Mining is done by conventional dragline-tloetins washing plant 

The equipment is designed for mobility, to tear it down and 

.rebs~emLle t£:ikes a little over 3 d~~a. 

Approximat~ly 50 yds. per hour ia the d!gging rate. 

'I'hree men a.re employed one shift a day. 

Leveling and resoiling the tailings will be Jond. 

Dragline--a Byers i yd. Boom, 40'• 

Bucket-a a yd. heavy duty Paige. 

Boat-size, 241 x 28', 3 wooden pontoons. Trommel--4o'1 
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x 14' with,, ot blnk an.4 the reeginder 5/8" at.amped holes • 
.,. 

Stacker--2• x 30'. Power-wawcfsha gaa motor. 5" water-pump. 

Accessory equipment---Hobart welder, Allis-Chalmers KO Cat. 

wiih 8 1 Issacs blade. 

Gene.rel lnformatioJll. 

Dred.ging ata.rted in l•lll'Ua:::y 1947. 

,Water sufficient tor op4'rat1ng 9 months a year. 

:IAf OI"lllUl t : 

R. c. i'letcher 
.....,.,,.r' 

R9Rort ,b:[: 

H. M. IJole. lidaroh 20. 1947 

Status of Placer Operation for 1947-1948 Season 

Dragline and floating washing plant. Reported 
to be gettin~ equipment in shape for operation. 
Operation in near future doubtful from general 
condition of ·equipment. 

Reported by Harold D. Wolfe 
November 26, 1947 



702 Woodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

OSBORN AN:D FLETCHER UPPER .AF2LEG.A'T:£ J".ACK80N COUNTY 
{ GOLD PL.ACER) 

Epenomios: 

The gravels are reported to run 35(./yd. 

The boat was boue:;ht t'rom Chri sta'ari and iJobbyn and is the one 

the latter used last year in J"acksonville. 

The rest of the equipment is "surplus property" purchased 

through the FHP. It is to be used by this outfit for logging 

O.fierations in the summer months whe:.i. wa.ter is not avuilRble for 

mining and in the winter raonths for mining.~ dragline is reported 

to have cost $3~009 00, brand new .::;nd is a~~ at that price, 

ttte welder, $600.00. ~ ~ 
This iemother of the s!1J'ill~~ dredges which is to be 

utilized tor ground the lar~~~es could not get. 

At the present rate ~~ation this outfit will be in th!.s 

locution for a year ~ during the mining season, 

~'/; ,,,!,! 'i /J , 'I II 
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