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STE.ARNS AND owms PLACER UPPER APPLD.ATE JACKSON COUNTY 
( Old name: Haytork Gold Dredging Co.). 

Operator and lessee; 

Charles c. Stearns. and Douglas E. OWena, 522 West Fourth st., 
Medford, Oregon. 

ow11er o1: property: 

Ala.aka ot Oregon, Seattle, Washington 

Location: 

Seas. ll ~d 14, T388, R3W. The prope~s located on Poorman 

Creek about l mile above its JUft1on wi~~st Creek. It is 

Just ott or State Highway 238 approx~l,j 3 miles north of Ruoh 

and 4 miles south ot laoksonvill~~ 

~I ~ 
The ares to be min~~~pproximately 200' x 2000•, All 

on patented lend, ~~ 

hl.story: ~ 
Thia 1a the oontinuaaion or the mining or this creek by dragline 

which Stearns and Owens started betore the war (aee Bull. 14-C, 

J'ol. II, Sec. 2, pg. 164). The area has been worked for m.eny years 

by he.nd methods and probi .. bly covers some of the earliest worked. 

ground in Southern Oregon. 

DeveloRmeni work: 

The p.und was te•ted by pits before the war. 



Geology: 

1'h1a ·1a a gulch tn:,e placer. 
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Wells (DOG.AMI map aeries #2 and 5) maps this area as meta­

volcanios. A rnaas ot mete.sediments is tound approximately l mile 

to th• eest and the Chico formation is exposed at the summit of 

the ridge l ndle to the north. 

The bed.rook here· is ot metavoloanics as are most of the 

boulders. IA places it is quite dittioult to dig and may otter 

some obstacles for sucaesstul dredging. ~ _ 

Gravel qeragee 10', wi tha nuu:imum o~'-v>end a minimum or 4', 

There 1a very little olay. Average~~ boulder is 2'• 

OTerburden 1a pr6Ct1oall:..:~~t. 

Gold is fine and runs ar~~~in :fineness, 

J41;1n&1 ~ ~ 
Jlining and reoo~ gold 1• by conventional draglina-tloeting 

walllling plant math~~ . 

Gravel is dug at the rate of ap_proxim.a tely 100 cu. yds. per 

hour• two 8t hr. shifts, six days a week. 

Eaeh shift has tour men. Other employees consist of a welder 

and a gi,oundsman • 

.Equipment: 

Dragline--Lima 702-•lt Cilh. ydJ Boom--60' • 

.au.o.tei•-1.i:seo Ree.VJ Duty Mininfh lt cu. yd. 

Boai--aize, 30' x S2'J 4 wooden and 2 steel pontoons. Trommel--

4t' x 111 · with 16' ot punched and rolled perforations from ¼" to !". 
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Stao.ker--2' x 50'. .Fower plant--UD 18 International. Pump--8". 

Accessory equipment inoludes a Lincoln welding rig, D8 Ca~. 

Chev. pickup and shops. 

General Information: 

Water ia sutfioie.ut tor ope.ration until June. llowever. it is to 

be noted th.at this is a very dry year. 

Gz·ao.ient of stream about loo• to the mile. 

Comm.encenent data--Eeb. 14, 19~7. 

EoonolLlca: ~ 

Croun4 has averaged around 35,/1~ ~ 
Because or the ateop gradientA~~reek ditticulty h&s been bad 

in keeping the pond ror the boa~~ 

It the ground warrants i~~ging will cont.inua above the highw f 

but because ot a high be~~at ti:lat place and nec6s.si ty of building 

a bridge the outfit ~~~ering pulling the dredge out when the •rest 

is reached. It t~~ ~one the present around will be worked out 

in imo :;l.1.e.i· six week~ 

IL.is has bEh-n a. "tough luck" operation. They have experienced 

oonsiderable dif':fioulty with breakdowns in equipment ar..d mainto.ir:ing 
f' 

a full orow. They fig"\e they will be uoing good to make c fair 

profit on the ope .. r:ationJ 

Note: -
beoause of Mr. Stearn's objection to publicity this report has 

been w.rittin as confidential. However, within a tew months this 
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olassifioution oan be dropfed. 

a liar out or me • 

.ReRort bt: 

702 Woodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

In the meantime please don't make 

li. Mo Dole, March 26 1 l947. 

I"•· 
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