
LAST CHANCE GROUP (cinnabar) 

Owners: J. A. Hance, E. H. Messenger, Fred Linkhart. 

1069 State Office Building 
Portland 1, Oregon 

Illinois River Area 

Locations Sec. 15, T. 37 s., R. 9 w., on Soldier Creek. Date or location 

notice July 29, 1941. 

!£!!t Three claiaeJ Last Chance Nos. 1, 2, & .3 located end to end in a north­

south direction. 

Histo17: The area was prospected J118D7 years ago in search or gold. The 

owner discovered the cinnabar and turned the information OTer to Hance. Arter the 

man's death, Hance located the claims for cinnabar and sold a 60 percent interest 

to Messenger and Linkhart in exchange for the promise of develoi-ent work. 

Dnelopaentt Location cuts that penetrated the soil and into decomposed. 

serpentine. Senral test pits. These have slumped full or dirt and are full or 

water. 

Geology: The overburden is quite heavy and roelc outcrops are scarce. The 

trail to the property is on a granitic rock probably diorite, but this changes 

to a gneissic rock with the develoJnent of aonsiderable hornblende and aoae biotite. 

This material •Y be a contact aur.1.ole. Serpentine covers the rest of the area. 

The "cinnabar ledge" appears to be along the contact of the serpentine and 

the gneiss. The contact zone is several feet wide, is intensely sheared and 

thoroughly so.ttened. The soil overlying the "ledge" contains cinnabar that oan be 

seen by panning. The grade is low. It is reported that soft, decomposed serpentine 

contains up to 8 pol1Dds per ton or cinnabar. 

At the time of the visit, all workings were inaccessible and no infol'll&tion could 

be obtained. 

Informant: RCT, 7 /6/42-. 



702 Woodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

Illinois li'f9r Area 

the ut1re 1napeo,1on·waa a m.eaa. You will reoell ,hai I pr•• 

410,et the ou.,.._. in my letter ot h.11 1. these things follow a 

rather det1nit• pattern. and ean be piekeG. out by the ... u even aa 

they approaoa. la the tirai plaoe the on.e:ra. Baaoe, ••••naer, Ir. 

lJ.n.kbai•t;, 414 .tt.01' reqwutt the 1tl.8peotion. Sconoe hu a a1x months 

op~ion. ..!le is tf¥in£ io l)fu1d,\e it to a. •t~.~ ~;u,te.1·&ia l••• 

Be 1• going in ~lt.e A:J:my. 80 he gets all hoi and bothered. 

8cQ!lce left word Tllurad.ay t.tuat l wes to meet him, or "his r•p• 

rasentat1ve" a't t -. Jlonday, at the Caw J~tion postottioe. I waa 

tllere. lilo &11ide. Finall:v, at lOI~ ~~lolX". Bance, owmr, 

Who guid.ed .,. \Cl tha property. ~wi~-,... starteu, he aid that 

lltU• oould be aean.. Ile ~~~rt nr, 1nde!1llite inatructiona 

bf 8conoe, who 1noi~~ \~ et 'l'ald.lma instead ot Can .lunction. 

I d1scowred th1•~~morn1ng. 

Muoh to ~~iaa and amazement, I d.iaoovered that the property 

ia oiuabar, tbat it is on 8ol41er Crvak reached via llliaoia lUYer 

io Oak l'lat • ih1n to ki&ga G.reu \7 nm. then 4 mil• l>3'" trail, i 
mile ot whieh 1• throu,:.b. a Jun&l• of 11Ye ott, J",.,.,1,a, and poison 

oak brush. i wal also amazed that no one ha.a been $G the pro~rty 

sinoe early lul tall; that there were neTer any exoaYaUona to lled• 

rook; the.\ all uoantiona were lhoroughJ.1 and oomple '81:, oaYed 1 

that no ••plea had effr been· aubJd.tted tor a11aa7. 1 was fiUIIBzed tha, 

the .Portlal14 ottioe had not alll'ised me ot t.b.t se things as sueh intarma­

i1oa is a part ot allJ legi ,&aa,e 111, l though,. 



702 Woodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

ftare were no 4aU • •tain, Soil aa:mplea lieuld iell aothing 

tlle t panning will no1 allow• llo plaoe c Clll.d Hllplea o,har il:.t.an soil 

be ob,a1.na4, a.a· cu,a an4 !) i ta were fllllllltd and tu.U et wa1.er • Per­

hape I should. a44 a pv.m.p 'to 'l4J equipment• 

It):. Sconce has rnade a beautitul Job ot •pulling OUJt le&"• I 

t••l that I have legitima\e •lll8•k ea 1 &&fl v.p a ,.,_,]J.4fq •· 8'ay at 

home an4 s•t offltial 'tnud.neaa in ahape so \hat X •ouid meet 11J 

Siate Department obligations and take care ot the Portland ottioe 

request. Further, the trip took ll houra, 3 hours ot whioh were 1fi¥ 

own private contributions• '.fhe ear trav~OO unnecessary miles, 

4,1 Of 11111<111 were over tire plln111b.~~~ ¥i:e muting place was 

Oave lmctioa ratl>e r then Bel~~ ~d4Ul£ t.llllleOe£&ar y lll1 le age • 

Still turther, I hat to •~~~ tlmnll• tC11: li boura at Cave 

Junction awaiting ~~;0 
fo get ba~ ~~ "inapeotion", - Bance stat.a they have had 

3 aaaaya aa to~: 

Carpen~ er - o.•J Ilg. 

Unkttmm ... .i.~ .... o.ei- trg. 

Lull------- o.,1~Bg. 
Jie a"8.ked the ground and "aold• eo• to IIEUISer.t.gar and Li:nkbert in 

re\urn they were to develop the property. They have done no work io 

date. Bance a-tatee that h•. ~•n pem c1nnaba.t· anywhere along his leclge, 

out ot the soil.. 1 reoo.mmended trenching, pretera'bly wi ,n a •dozer 

aa the OTttrburden 1a heavy, followed by a cleaning or bedrock by 

~4 me'thoda; that w:hen 'the venching •• done, - upon receipt ot 

favorable. aaaays by a relia'tiij) aaaayer ~ I wou.ld re-Tisi t the property. 
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atonu, ,1 am au.re, want• • re»ort 1"roa us upa wld.Ch he can 

;•441• Ais option. l. Zeel ,:that hia ,aeec:Lu ~ld have bea 'taken 

ear• 01 •1 • proteeaione.l engineer.. ll•'ll pi no rep.rt from •• 

1 • 1'811' ~PPTI I, 
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:JHMODIIY CD~~Esrs: 
GRAD[ IS LJA 

E(PLCRlTIDN ,~J DEl~LOP1E~T 
STATUS JF EX,LOR. QR 3EV. 2 

PROP=RTf IS lNACllVE 
YEA~ JF DlSCJIERr •••••••• 19•1 
3Y WHJM•••••••••••••••••• J. A. HlNCE 

DESC~JPfiJ~ JF JEPJ~ll 

DEPJ~lf fY>ES: 
tlNERAllZE3 SHEAR lJNE 

FCR~r5HAP[ JF DE~csrr: 

Sl~EIDI~ECfll~~l JATt 
~llE JF DE 0 )SIT •••••• SMALL 

CJH~E~TS(D~S:~lPTlON JF DEPOSlJJ: 
~HEAR Z □ ~E IS SEVE~AL FEET 1, lJE; RUCKS ~RE SJFT[NED HYOROTHEf~ALLY 

tSCUPrI::l ~-4 JF lfOR(INGS 
SURFltCE 

COt~ENTS(DESC~lP. OF ~ □ RKINGS): 
SEVERAL P~GSI E:T ITS, ~LL tAl[D 

PRGLUtTID~ 
NJ PRJ)UCfIGi 

GEJLCGV lND ~l~~RALOGY 

AGL Jr HOST lJCKS •••••••••••• JUR 
HJST ~OCK fYP~S•••••••••••••• SERPENTINE AND DIJRJTE 

l~PQRTANT l~~ CJiTROL/LJCUS •• ~LO~G SHE~lED CJ~TkCT BETWEEN SERPEHllhE lNO DICRITE GNEISS 

LOClL CEOLJGY 

SlGNIFlC4~T LOC~l STRUCTURES: 
SERPE~TINE - GNEISS CJNTACT 

~IG~IFIC~NT ALfERLTIDN: 
SE~ PE~TliE D=CC .~ JSED 

EJL)GI:,L >RJlESSES OF CJ~CE~TRATIUN 01 ENRlCHME~T: 
kr~ROTHE~1Al SOLJTION 
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