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lire •. llar7 CarDe7 
J.629 Bllftrly BlTd. 
Loa Angele1, Oallto:rnia 

Dear lb-a. Carnq1 

ll&Nh 2, 19$0 

Thie acknowledges receipt of y-our letter ot recent. date concerning the Almeda 
Coneolidated Mii:ae• Campany. 

The State Corporation Oommiaa1oner inform• me that the .llaeda Ooneol1datecl 
•1nea1 COMJ)AD7 wh1oh filed article• July 2S, l90S, waa cliaaolncl b7' procl.wt.ion 
ot the GoTernor I~ 21, 1919, folj' failure to p,q its ammal liceue tee, 
and t.o t1le 1ta annual report.. A.oo~ to tbe laet report tiled June 29, 
1916, Tboua s. BvleJ' •• Pree1den,\ md Borteue Th'lll'MD •u Seoretu,- and 
'?Nuu.rer, both ot 206 Board ot fn.cte• Build~, PGl"tland, wbioh ne the location 
ot the priacipal office. 

I\ would appear that since tbe reoord ia ao old. there would be little chance ot 
obta1o1nc UJ7· 1nformat.1ofr·of Talue to 7011 f'roll the above-aaaed fOl'ller otticere 
ot the coap&n7. -

Jut hOlr the ownership ot the ground vhicb contain. the Alaeda lline etanda I 
do no\ know. It the l.aad wu unpataW, 1\ ..... Ukely that, the owerahip 
could be obtained by wr1 ttaa tbe CountJ' Reoorcler,. Grants P•••• Oregon, who 
ought to have a record of aa•ffMnt work done on theae olaiaa. It the ground. 
waa patented., the mine•• on the \ax rolle and 1nforution concerning 01merehip 
could be obtained trca the County •••••aor, Oranta Pu,, Oreaon • . 
It tbie Departaent can aupp~ any further 1ntorution, please feel tree to call 
upon ua. · 

Very truly' ;roura, 

Direct.or 

111,,.1r 



MA URI CE HunsoN 
CORPORATION COMMISSIONER 

SALEM, OREGON 

Mr. F. v:. Libbev, Director 
State Departnent of Geology 

and Mineral Industries 
702 Woodlark Building 
Portlend 5, Oregon 

Dear Mr. Libbey: 

March 1, 1950 

ALM11Dl-l CONSOLIDATED .Milf.E.S COMPANY, which 
filed articles July 25, 1905, was dissolved by 
proclanation of the Governor January 21, 1919 
for failure to pay its annual license fees and 
to file its annual reports. According to the 
last re,ort filed June 29, 1916, Thos. S. Burley 
was President, and Hortense Thurm.an was Secretary 
and Treasurer, both of 206 Board of Trade Build­
ing, Portland, which was the location cf the 
principal office. 

Maurice Hudson 
CORPOR11'11I ON COUEVII SSI ONER 

HK 



llr. Ilario• ludaon 
8\ate OorporaUon Coaaillaiour 
lala, Onaon 

Dear llr. hdaont 

WUl 7flG. pleu• into.N • of 70V NOOl'U aon­

oemins t.b• Al■■da OwolldaW JU.nee Oo■pwny 1.ncor-
·~ 

poraW 1n the State ot ONlon about 1'0,f 

Thanking you, 

D1Notor 

ffLtjr 



/ 

r-

Mr. Cl.Jd• I. Carlt.a 
23, &ut. Rol.ly Stl'Nt. 
Puadtaa, C&U.t9ftlia 

DearMr. Cultlllt 

10,n tzar e, 19'6 

In reapoue t,o 7011J- latter ot 101'llllMI" 2, we n.t \Ila\ 
the AJw• ld.aa 1n Joeepldal a....,. bu a NOOl"ded ~• 
in N-4 ts.a-- ot tioe,ooo. ,a1 .. ,_. oontd.Md Sa aold, 
eUwr, ooppw,. and lead. 

A ...,. cl..SlM Nptl1' Oil tbla pnpeJ't.f' la ooat&ined. Sa 
avJIP. ~~tor Jo11ph1M ~. •plea 
of are~ aaeoit ot $1.2, poatpdd. fllle 
Pl'OJMll'Q', ae ,- know, baa been idle tor..,. ,-.n, \he 
.,.t NOlllt work being aae aploatloa with diaaoad drills 
Sn 1,,, . 

.I. list ot ov pablioatlona is •nolNed tor J01b" lUfthv 
intomau •• 

BSMtlk 
linol. 

Ralph 8. MUOII 
111ns-. rast-.r 



Department of Geology 
1069 State Office Building 
Portland, Oregon 

Gentlemen: . J:_.,-. ~ 
-, 

235 East Holly Street 
Pasadena, California 
November 2, 1956 

My father;· Mr. Phillip Holdsworth, worked in the Almeda mine, 
located in the Ga lice Mining District, Josephine County, Oregon. 
I would like to know what amount of ore and what kind has been 
taken out, and when. 

He last worked the mine in 1941 and 1942, and has since died. 

Now I have acquired an option on these five claims and would like 
to know if the title to this property is clear and also all information 
on the mine that is available from the time the mine was first 
worked. 

Sincerely, 

f '/;Jo&· IP ~ l~;,._ 
Cttd~ R • Carlton 

CRC:rb 



P. H. HOLDSWORTH 
CONSULTING MINING ENGINEER 

9909 64TH AVENUE SOUTH 

::tEJ(~H. 

hlr. Earl K. Nixon, 
Oregon Emergency Coordinator of -ines 
Portland, Oregon. 

DeRr Sir: ALMED,\ MINE 

GB.lice, Oregon, 

Octo 12th 1941 

I hA.ve yonr l8tter of October 9th, together with 
your letter of the 4th to 1:ir. L • .A. Lc,mnsnler nd his A.nswer 
to yo11 of the 6th., 

The neme of the operatmr of the Almed"' should be 
F. H. Holdsworth rnr1 -the ,,ddresR is Ga.licA, Oregano Thei nmne 
of the operRtor as riven in ~our letter of the 9th is in error 
es to imitiA.ls only. 

The numbAr of men employed is r,verr rinr: "'bout t,.,enty 
~h,-,:r. v..r0 9.re abie to r;et supplies to keep thern busy. Vie e re 
mininr.; r0 t pres•mt 40 to 60 tons of ship,,ing ore per d<1y. 

Trus tinrr, thrt thi9 inforr:r tion is ,-. n thPt is 
rl3~uireri_ to oht?_i:n the necessnry preference ratinr, I .,TI', 

P. H. J-1oldsworth. 



!£~. r>f ~nwdok.r 

Cff/m,>,dr/, 4;mn// $;7"'4U'U 

Vr. Earl K. Nixon, Director, 

October 

State Department of Geology & Mineral Industries, 
702 \'!oodlark Building, 
Portland, Oregon~ 

Deer Il/.'.r. Nixon: 

I wish to thank you very kindly for your favor of 

the 4th. 

The Almfilia I,Iine is being operated under my name. 

Beginning June 1, I interested a few California friends in 

financing Mr. Holdsworth. Vie have an operating agreement 

on the 1-:1ine and the operation is being carried on in my 

name. '{le are employing IVlr. Holdsworth as SUlJerintendent 

and he makes practically all the purchases. Ecvrever, tt~ere 

are times when I make some purchases l'lere from machinery 

houses. Therefore I do not think it matters very rr,uch 

whether the mine serial number is issued in Mr.Holdsworth's 

name or mine so far as the Almeda is concerned. 

Again thanking you for your courtesy and with 

personal regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

CC-1,lr. liuldsworth 
~. '~wt~v)Q QI 



£¢?7 -

llr. wwla A. Lffmaaler 
1401 lolCt BuUdt.Dc 
8e&ttle, luh. 

DMr •• Lffeuler, 

'I0\11' letter ot lept•ber 26th eitten to Covttnl• lprape 
1a r..-rct t.o atad•c priori U• bu been referred to •• 

I wiah to adYtae that the AlJMl'ta 11De, Ga.lln, Orecon, waa 
iDolvded. bl ov Uat tor ..-t1f1oat1oo fOdU'decl to tbe 
Prior!.~• 'Dt'fieioll, Offl• or Produtioll ........ t, S.pteabw 
J()th. Tbia .. tor tu plU'pUa ot o4ll'\it1oat.t.a. The opwawr 
ef ~ a1M R8 liflll U ·• .. 8. Bold....ut -

1
bu ...... 

OeUu,.~. n.a~ wu t.a aeu•--. -with-_,. reoora. 
It ,- are tlM opaator rather 1baa •• lo14ewrt.h1 pl ... 
~ • ~ -,.o1&U7 ta the ••t ~ for ..,.tr, 
... , or lanntory tmder P.'6 will· be plao.ct by ,- ntber 
tbaa b7 lb-. lolAnerth• ·, 

:&7 

DireOW- . 
(ON&OD ....... CoNdiaator 

ot tillu) 
' 

--WW$. 5 cs 



~.~r;rl ~l/fY/uiakr 

</f,Qn;k&jl'• //t;nu:;r &7~n#~ 

September 26, 1941 

The Honorable Charles A. Sprague, 
The Gove.rnor of Oregon, 
Salem, Oregon. 

Dear Sir: 

i n< · ·' ~ u \'!I 1£ I.l)! IF•: ;;,; II TIil rrmv•,, 
L' LJ OCT 3 1941 

ST ATE DEP'T OF G EOL! ,U' 
& MINERAL lNIH 

I have been informed that the Office of 

,Production Management is communicating with Governors 

of the various states with relation to certification 

of operating mines for serial numbers. If so, I wish 

you would include my name for a serial number as I am 

operating a property in the State of Oregon. It is the 

old Almeda copper mine with appreciable amounts of 

gold and some silver. While the property is in 

Oregon all federal and state report records are kept 

in Seattle. 

Thanking you for due consideration, I am 

I 

Referred to 7-t,tt . £.a&L..~ ll-t X ~ 
Very truly yours, 

~-~tww~\ For report in dLiplicato to Governor 

:-cor reply ci:·'!ct to i~1'1i:·cr-copy for Otir file, l----'' 

l•,ote &nd rct·arn with com:nent 

Note and return 

EXECUTI'V'B DBPAR'l'MENT 

- 5 
• 

' 



iliaeda Mine 
l40I Hoge Building 
SoattJ.e, Washington 

GenUeraen; 

llarch ,;, 1942 

In checking over our file1 cont~ining reports of rated purchases 
made under·O.P.M. Order P-56, we find that 1ou rn..ve not reported 
for the month of lMwuy 1 1942. This report waa due in this 
office by February lO. 

The Adir.inletri::i.tor of ~1ning Branch, Priorities Divi~ion, is rather 
strict about h.uiting these reports on file a.r.d ut l.:lll)" time mi 

inspector f'ro!l'l the 0.ffice of Production l'«i,nagement maJ' che,.!k on 
these reports. For your o,m protection you should keep your 
reports strictly and promptly up-to!-,ate. Otht;rwise the Admini­
;.,tra.tor n,·-,;f C!'i.ncel. ;,'1:,ur serial number., Pleo.sie give this matter 
your im:nedlh te .. t ten t~on t:nii file the January re,?ort 4& t once. 
Also pleat'le note that the February report is ,.,ue on or before 
March lJ. 

We do not wish to make it difficult for you and realize that 
most mining operations have a. multitude of reports to m~ke. How­
eTer• we t11.re e11trusted with a certain dut7 by the Office or 
Production MtfflGgement wid ha.Ye no recourse but to notify the 
Administrator if the reports do not come in with reasonable 
promptness. 

FVIL: EKN & jr 

Ver, truly yours, 

Earl IC. Nixon 
Oregon Emergency Coordinator 

of Mines 



ar. i-. H. Holdsworth 
Galice, Oregon 

Dear Ir. Holdsworth, 

March '6, 1942 

Iou utced • 80M tiae ago to get aome informatton for you on 
the aarket-wiee i,eaiticm of ha.rite. I reull that you haft 
aoae rather S\lbstanti&l lenMs or thia material 1a the hangial 
nU aone at the lluda. I have juet bee iafol'lled by lashing• 
ton 1t.11t.berit1es that the eituatioa 18 at follow ae regude . 
be.rite. 

There aN quite lllllleroue and &b\mdulii deposits of bftr1\i},: in.1 
Georgia ar&dllueourf. and other ooaaercial deposits in several 
ot the 80\lthen and lliddl..,..estern states which are now beiD& 
worked. The present war needs are being aupplied quite adequately. 
The wthori.ties bl Washingt..m reel that a b1;.rite deposit 1n Oregon 
nuld be rather bard to develop C011mercially because all of the 
aater1Al would have to be shipped last. · 

There u llO ohe.nge apparently 1D the production of berit• itaelf', 
there 18 bofivw need for increased productive capacity for bariua 
carbonate, a basic Nter1al U8ed 1n aun1tiona aanufactur•• 

Very truly yours, 

.!brae 
Director 



BEN W. COUTANT 
.,~K 

Misc. 1941. 
OUR FILE .................................. . 

YOUR FILE .... 

ADDRESS YOUR REPLY * THE /iO,'ERNMENT Of 

To Of'fici.al .Administrator. THE PROVi~CEOf BR,TISHCOLUMBIA 

F.W. Libbey, Esq., 
Mining Engineer, 

Prince Rupert, B. c., 
November 14th, 1941. 

State Department of Geology & Mineral Industries, 
702 Woodlark Building, 
PORTLAND, OREGON, U.S.A. 

Dear Mr. Libbey: Re: Estate Peter Millar Long. 

I am very much obliged for 
your letter of the 6th instant and en­
closures re the Alameda Consolidated Mines 
Company. The information contained there­
in is quite sufficient for my purpose and 
it will not therefore be necessary for you 
to deal further with the matter. 

I assure you I appreciate 
very much your courtesy in replying so 
fully. 

NAW/DM 
Norman A. Watt, 
OFFICIAL ADMINISTRATOR. 

V 



JOSEPHINE COUNTY. OREGON 

Mr. Earl K. Nixon,Director, 

GRANTS PASS, OREGON. 

October 27, 19~1. 

_ , Jj\~~• De~tnu:u.it ot Geology and Mineral Ind us tries, 
'102- Woodlark Building, -
Portland, Oregon. 

Dear Sir: 

In reply to your recent inquiry about 
the j.lmeda J.41ne, b4llow Galin, will advise that 
Josephine County has not been acting as trustee 
or reoeiYer of this property. I have made some 
inquiry about this property and find that you 
could probably get the itlformation you wiah by 
writing to Mr. A. c. Hough, Grants Pass, Oregon, 
or to Mr. Harry Sor4y, Gal.ice, Oregon. 

Yours very truly, 

Clerk:. 
BWC:EH 



October 21, 1941 

Clerk of t.h4t County Court 
Grants Pase, Oregon 

Dear Sir: 

· •• Wiah to inquire about th•· arranpent under which the Alaeda 
lliao, belo• Gallce, ia being operated and soutlliD& about the 
present- statua of title it r.,u have that infomution. 

h recall that there is quite a hiatory to the title of thia 
property &Dd would like to mow whetber·the Couoty Court ot 
loaeph1n• County 1• the truetee or reoeivw, whethff the pro­
perty 1• being o.,erated cm 10JN sort of pemit froa h.1111 or 
just what 1• the erranpent. 

It the Court 1• acting•• receiver preswaa.bly there are 
opposing interests concerned, and we would like to ha.ve some 
atateaent as to the claiu or the parties thereto. 

Thanking you, I am, 

Yours ftr, truly, 

Director 
JIJhac 

i\ 
I 
.i 

' 



llr. I. l. Ryan 
1912 Green Street 
Saa hanciaco, California 

Dear Ir• Pi.yu I 

October ;o, 1940 

lour letter of recent date, &ddreaNd to the State Bureau ot Mines, Sal•, 
ha.a bee referred to t.bia office tot reply'. 

The ilaeda line ia located about tour 1111•• DOl"th or t.ne town ot Galice on 
the Rogue nver. Thia office b&e .concord ot own~ahip or the property, 
but m, underetanding ie that it belong• to an eat.ate. Intoraation u to 
who pqa tu•• could be obtained troa the Counv Aueeaor, Jonphine 
Count,, Grant• P.._a, Oregon, but I aa qUite aure t,ha.t you could obtain 
all deti..ila by writing Ir. P.H. lloldnorth, 9909 - 64th Strfft, South, 
Seattle, Waahingtor,h. Ir. Holdnorth. ns euperintendeot of the property 
tor aever&l years and quite reeently,- I am i11fo:nned, •• in charge of 80H 
diuiond driiling work on the property. 

A ver1 co•prehensive description of the sine, including geology and eco­
noaica, is giYen in the United Sta.tea Bure&u of lines Circular Bo. 2. 
Thia may be secured tree or charge by writing the Director, United Statee 
BUI·•u of Millea, Washin1ton, D. c. 

A emelter us b'Ui.J.t on the proper1\f in l9PI, but a aubaequeat fire deatroyed 
it, together with other portions ot the aine•a 1urtace plant. The aael.ter 
wae not aucceesf'ul in treating the ore econoaieally due, 1n part at leaat, 
to the be.rite gangue in the ore which gave troul>le in tlm:ing. Produc::tion 
records ahow that from l9ll-1916 16,619 tona of ore yielded l,S'9.87 oll?lcea 
of gold, 48,387 ounoea ot ailTer, and 2S9,800 pounda of copper. ilao 
S,l.89 ton.a of ore yielded 7,197 pouada of"l..a.· 

8henou, 1n Circular lo. 2 aetioned aboTe, deacribee ti. <:lrebody ·st, the 
A1Nd4 Mine•• occurring 1n a WU. aone ot inten•• 1Uicificat1on lmOWP •• 
the Big lank lode that tollon close to the coatact ot a porpb.yritio dao1'9 
and argUlite ot the Gal.ice Por•tion. · According to J. s. Diller ot the 
Un1W State• Geological Svr't'eJ, who atucliecl the reneral region, the con• 
tact betwHD the elate• and the ipeows rock, with which the Big Yak lode 
1• aesoc1ated, may- be traced tor o.YW 20 .Uea 1n a direction about 
11. "3°1. troa Bria• Oreek Yaller to Cow Creek at llftben Spur. 



r r 
! 

The Big Yank lode for the most part consists of a11icified rock containing 
pyrite. In placee the ailioified zone has been partly or wholly replaced 
by bari te and aulphides •hlch conati tute the richer ore eboota. Two type-a 
of ore haYe been described, namely, tiliceoua gold-iilver ore end copper 
ore with b&rite • .An analysla of th& eo-c&ll.ct siliceous gold-ailver ore, 
according to ti. former manaptaeDt of the mine, ia aa !ollowat 

Silica •••••••• 62.9J 
ferrous oxide• •. • ll.Sj 
Calcium oxide •••• 2.1. 
Barium oxide •••• • 8.lJ 
Alumina~ ••••• • ,.6J 
Sulphur •• • • • • • 8.3j 
Copper •••••• •. 0.3% 
Gold, ounces per ton. 0. I. i./ 
SilTer, oa. per ton •• 6.4 

Sou channel euplee teJum by Diller in this orebod7, clid aot checlk th• aboTe 
gold and aU•er renlte. 

Resul ta of a partial ualyeia of a aample collected by Diller indicatet, 
'ftltin 1a the oepper-bari te orebodi•a,-

SU1oa. • • • • • • • o.31J 
Baria lul.pbate • • • 68.2lj 
Caloi• oxide. • • • 1.01, 
Copper. • • • • • • • 6.02~ 
Gold, ounces per ton. 0.10 
Sil·Yer, ft " ti 7.78 

Lara• bodi.,.,of medium to low grade ore have been indicated by previou1 
underground 1tork. P0t;aibly the lat6r diamond drilling, referred to above, 
u.y ha.Te deYeloped or proved additlonA..i. ore, and lt may be that fir. Holda­
worth would confirm thia if you would communicate with hill. 

If there is any further information 1 ca.n give you, I shall be pleased t.o 
do 80. 

J'WLna 

Xoura very truly, 

1. W. Libbey 
lining Engineer 



STATE 0_:, ~BOLOOV 
& MINBRAL INDS. 

State Bureau Of Mines 
Salem, Oregon. 

Dear Sirs: 

1912 '1reen St. 
San Francisco, Calif. 

Will you kindly send me ~h~t informatinn you have on a pr~perty 
known as the ~Alameda Mineu, in ,Tose-phine county. 

,, I w,'.Juld lix:e to have the :)roduC'tion ?'ec::n·d, c,n:_-~lnf-rr:=i re1,-,rt, ....,. . ., ' - -
the name and addreRs of the oweer, a.nd any other data yoa may have on the 
mine and the adjoining country. 

fir. • "-nan.-< y au. 
. t1ly 'Yoars, 



Mr.. P. H. Holdsworth 
9909 - 64th South 
Seattle, tashington 

Dea:r tfr. Holdsworth: 

March 2, 1940 

Than~; you for y,)'Jr recent letter which arrived Yhile r was away 
ln the Eaat. 

I u.p_;.,rr;cia" ->'"';Jr gl:vt3g ,)1!;"'"'!$1.:'.l~i.:::,::i to 'Jr. Trusner f,:>r inspec­
tion of /OU.r dr!..~.L cores t..t the pr·oper time and ast!ure ;you that 
we did !'Jot w1111 t ~~ny infer.ma. t..ion, tile giving :,f 1lllhich would em­
ba:rrass either you or- the future of the AlmMa propS1rty in any 
way. I .fully 'Understand the situation you are in. Our wiah it 
to encour1.ge ,-,rin hf; in the dl.etr~ct and et;)ecial.ly to encourage 
sound e.1gineerh1g and rJe:):toeic Vl'orlt, and l!'e would not thin\t of 
pressing you fnr anything which you were reluctant to giYe. 

We are undertaking for this suramer a geological survey of the 
Oaliee Dietrict. ?.tr. Treasher wi1.1 ear17 thiE out. You inay be 
able to get some deairable information from him, and it is poe­
aible that you may then be in a poeition to giTe him some infor­
u.tion. 

Sincerei,- yours, 

cc: Mr. R5.Y C. Treasher 

4111 



r 

Mr. P.. a. Holuwonh 
AluNallt.ne 
Gal.lee, Ongon 

-. Ur. lloluwo:nh: 

I haYe .tut written to?& .. J-01"4 Me0oltli4k requesting that 1w oo­ope•'• with J'W in repri to the 8...,. IIOstit. I hope 7ou M.ll WCl"k 

om an ........... • lJaat 7ou ea.a. pt yov::p aua,iYlS 40Dt pro,,ipti,. 
'beoa_. l • ffW GOllfltiOU ot the ruMesd.ty ot ~ aHay- coa,rol 
an»g \he 41allrm4 d:rlllt.ng u,plo.;-atton. I baw bad a goo4 J18a7 ,._n e;gpert.eoe wt.,h tialil0a4 eilliJ:18 aa4 well Nalia YOU' attatlon. 

1· a ..a.ans 1t 1<:JG. Wl11.4 be wtUill& to lei our J'ield o.o1as1s• Kr. 
Bay o. T••••• whoa• 4ea4qua;-,ten an at Ol'Ulis :ea ... iupeot l'OU' 
dnll ._.. ~ H.• io tille a• a ••w• or 1nt<>J'llatian to., us aa4 
w1\h the pos81b1llty tbat we J1isbt ba able -to be ot •nice to :,Oil •• 
.,.. tw or at.bar. I d.o not kaolf what an-aagemen.t you .ba'Ye with Jlr. 
Hillie tor 41epoeltion ot \he •--• Ml hope tllat you will r,,tain thea 
pioperl.7 la1:lele4 Wl1i1l moh "·· •• 7°'1 -.y gl'fe WI peaiuion to .ban 
• look at '\h.ea. \llo Jllght 4eauo to have so. ot t.bam aasqed., ,dgld 
poqlld.7 want. to •• tkta ,aeetiou, a4 the waw.t ot U11' ot this work 
woul.4. be oa1lable to TO" a114 Hr;. Billi•• 

I• •kb,g thia ftqVi&si tor Qa pani-1.ar rea•oo. tha:li we hope to ••nv Old a pologloel ftff&J' ot tu aS.aen.U.•4 are. w1'111D • a41u 
ot Nnlel IIU•• ot tu .lu4 th1a __..,, aa4 6kaon4 drill n14eace 
wlU M q.Ste illllPOnaD 1a ou work. 

•. ,.. 
•• Ill'. B11l1a 

Kr. Tne.os,:, 

Reepocttully yours 

• 



Juaa 7, 1967 

1'ouir letter 4attMI .,_ .s with eaclonru •• 
bull .... , ...... 

l •tated oa tl:le study of tba Ai.da •• ia 
1963, ....... ly 111 April OI" Nay Jud&iDI fl'GII letter• 
t:o Bo1d811Dl'th a4 ..,._t 1a your files. 

If ,- wu14 U.u aay further cletatla I let • 
know. 1 bal9 .-. aot•• 1D -, fil.e• wlcb X baft 
.... aoi.Da 09III' .. aotlllag pert1Mal to dMI --· 

l'WLtJI' 



JIIDI ,. 1967 

Hr. r. w. Libbey 
liltmor:e Apartallltt (1208) 
2014 B.W. Gliaa 
fortlad, 0naoa 

Dear Hr. Lib'Nya 

I • tryiq to pill 4oft the approxialte elate oo wblob tbe 
De,-rta111c, tbrouala JOI&, ...,.rlaacl upoa tbl 1tudy of tlle 
Alalcla ••• Do you recall apprmd.Mtel1 the aoatla and 
JMI' t.a •tch you started your iawett.aattoaf 

I recall that folloviag pubUcatioa of tile report oa tbe 
Ongoa liq in 1962 • 41iacuaHcl tlle po11i1,Ult1 of a 
et.■11.ar report oa otblr al••• I• aot certain, bow"81', 
vla8II thla project•• ft.rat auchorf.ud. 

Aay help you ua al•• OIi tbla v:Ul be appncf.ated. 

lllhjr 

Si11Ce&-e ly yours 1 

Bollie N. Dole 
State Ceoloaiet 



.June 24. 1964 

'l'O: Lea lamp 

nae: r. w. Libbey 

!he maps which you seat with your letter of ~ 18th which were 
loaned you by Wesley fterea are eacloaecl. 'l'hak.a wry asch. 

I would like to see the 14 pounds of legal doc• enta aad if I 
caa l vt.11 c:oae to Grata Paa• eometi• and look tbea OYer. 

But regarcb. 

PVL:jr 
lac:l. 

... 



.... nora Wick.ha 
c/o Hr. 1b111p Wickbn 

October 19• 1964 

v.s. 1on•t hntce laager Stattoa 
Gold leffb• Onaoa 

Tour 1eC&er1 plu tile euwlope with --.luw:ea froa Hr. Wf.ckha'• 
aiat•r• wre-. ay 4eek ..._ l arrf.TN ..._, •mial. I• 
aorry l wa Ql&able to call ,ou ltJ phoaa kfen you teft t:o Y11tt 
lhilip. 

1 via to tlunall you wry rUch for ...Siq tht.1 material. l wt 11 
tun lt Oftt to Hr. Libbey and when be baa re"liewed it I wt11 
ntum it to you. I appreciate your 1.ntanat in thta. 

1 bave talked to Hr. Basley c:oncerntna the Aahlacl td.ae ad• 
coaviAced 111 ay ow mind that Ile f.8 dof.ns tlu.1 strictly as• 
tOlll'l•t promottoa. Ae to hf.1 dealuap wf.th you, I heettate to 
~ ..•. 
I 11,ope -' kaow tbat 1'0tl v:tll baw • flu YI.alt wida l'billp ad 
I would appreef.au la f.f ,- W\lld sive hi• m, beat regards. 

IIID:Jr 

lo1U.a K. Dole 
Stan Geoloat•t 



llra. l'lora Wlckh• 
c/o ...__ Apart:aaat• 
9%9 s.w. Sa1-
hrtlad. 0t:epa 

Dear Jin. Wlcldl•: 

!lardl 13. 1964 

I WIit you to laaow .. pleued w are to get tbe •terlal • tbe Alwed.a .... 
'lid.a aaterlal• eastauag of ae -11 roll of Mpa aad a cardboard foU.r• 
lau beea t1ll.'lled owi.: ta llr. Libbey to perue. A.8 ,- w11 tmow. tt la 
df.fflclllt to ~ JIISt llllat -.nte lafoa.&toa tt bu hat at leut 
1 lmlN tllat it la 1a tbe 1laac1a ef a nal apert. 

We also laa1'e aatert.&1 • the A1aeda froa a at•tag Mg!aeer wbo wcked there 
after llr. 8Dldallortls but .... ao die badqp:oad la wry llketday. I tldllk 
it la too bM ~ after all die hard writ ad effort tlaat: ..- forlller plcl 
at.aara put ta t1tere la _. a -11 nctOE'fl of aa't Cbey did do. 

Once aaa1a 1 wt.n to -,olegt• tor om: ~• ta retunwaa ,ear ..... 
Scalt:1- -- tldnp p awy tlaey JIIK catiw to pt wne. !Ida w 
OM of those tiaa. Jadcleatally• • fCNlld tbe report. tut vu m.•us aad 
it la betag retuned to ,.. Mnlff.tll. 

'Dvmk• aace.-ta for,._. Ulld ... tatwe ad adentadtaa~ aact u aooa •• 
Jlr. IJ.h1>ey ha.a revJ.ewtl tile aatertal • die Alaeda 111.ae it will be nt1ll:'IIN 
to,-,. 

IIID:Jr 

IID111s K. Dole 
state Oeolog1et 



11--• 

WILLIAM A. EGAN, GOVERNOR 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER BOX 1391- JUNEAU 

Mr. Hollis M. Dole 
State Geologist 
Dept. of Geology and Mineral Industries 
1069 State Office Bldg. 
Portland, Oregon 97201 

Dear Hollis: 

November 25, 1964 

i 

l.c,./k c,(: ·,,,vv,\"-"-"'--·\ { C .. ,, 

You are free to use any of my information on the Almeda 
mine, as you choose. 

A few years ago a former Canadian associate visited the 
Almeda and later wrote that he was sufficiently impressed to 
want to put together an exploration project, but he questioned 
the title to the claims, fearing that a waterpower reserve 
would have precedence over existing claims and would block 
further staking. 

CFH' cm 

With best regards, 

Charles F. Herbert 

~ DEPT. OF GEOLOGY! 
~ MINERAL INDS. 

-111 



llon111Nr n. 1964 

WMtJL 
Hr. Cbul.M r. Berl>•n, .,_, eo.asut.oru&­
Alaaka Dep•rt rat of lannl •--• 
los 1391 
.Juwu, Alaska 

Dear ClaarU.e: 

We haw bMD •tudyt.D,g all the ,ertlDtmt fata •••U.ut. to ua • tbe Al .. 
lliM f.a .io-,bf.ae c.aty wf.tll tbe tdu of ~ •t11er or •t • ld.aht 
pul,ltab .. h lafNllnlon la bull•Ua ,... ..., ... &hit ••n.•1 mt.ch ,ota 
1at •• w haw olcl ldM fU,u 11114 cone.,•••c• 1....a by Mn. ,..,ry 
wtc:lcbea, ratila' wblld~• ncoru teaed by tbe pNNDt .... ., of ttae pNpUty, 
a of --- the ,_lieW ,.._al _. lta&e aeotoaf.ul npcwta. JI&". Lf."-J 
bu be.a laelptaa u ta oqai•tag Clla •tufAl ad ta &aofAtaa vbat l• 
blportaat for ,._u,,.. ,-u..,1on. 
All you are wll aan, tllen .... to be .... attracttw pouibtlltf.H iD the 
ore 4.,oalt _. •1• ..., ..-t:toaautd ""1cb __. a lot of futber .._lop• 
... t wort_. teobaical 1tlllly to obtata «lie .... u. toutbly • bullatta • 
wtioMd ....,,..t CIGCNl'ap to111 coq.eteu poup to ..w.n• allCla a pcoJ•t 
DOV tNt bae Mtal pd.NII .... t.o be la tlllie •••·__,,• 

AINliq t:llat w .. u. u So _.. with t:be pnpuatloa of tlae buU.etta, vf.11 
you allow • • pul,.lieh tile ,an, of 70IU' need•• tacludf.111 ..,. alMI lop, 
vbleb .,,,ar te N f.lipwtat ill dakdl,lq ,._. ..at& at tb1t A1■1dat Of 
ccune lud.tati.• of.,_., ataff, aact i,uqet vf.11 .. --,.1, nnrtct tbe 
-· of .... If.al - Wll14 N ale to !Ml.... It .... wltbDut ..,.,.. -
wold 11• clt1II c.U.t for aytbtaa • ..... 

I • mable to pndf.ct wbea w OOllld put out ncb a publf.cati• bee .... • 
uw .....,.1 pnJeoM ta the llf.11. lowwr I ..... to .. , ,-r atluJrtuttoa 
to '1N ,..- lld..Ul kfon p ..... uag fut.Ml" ta ev plallaf.a,g • 

... t ..... ,. •• 

aa1Jr 
be F.W. Libbey 

Stacuely JOlll'lt 

BolU.1 K. lole 
Staie a.o1oaut 

.. 



1117 a, 1964 

Mr. Charle• r. Harbert, Deputy Com111ioner 
Alaska Departllellt of llatural leaourcaa 
lox 1391 
Juneau, Alaeka 

Dear Charlie r 

fleau refer to ,our letter to• dated A\tguat 19, 19631 oODUrud wtch uterial you 
eent • h&viq to do wt.tb your lavedia,atloo of the Almeda a1ae • GaU.c:e diatr1et1 
Joeephtae County, Orqoa. 

1n atudylns )'OUr reeorda ••well•• the other• we have ta aw: ff.lea, we have come up 
wt.th aom qua1ti01111arka1 eapecf.4117 u to why Mr. Hold.-..ortb• who waa l know 1p&ite 
entbuaiaetic alHNC the property, .....t to ebange hi• new alter hi• cli..,,.,_ dn.11• 
:Lna c-,atp. ad• bJ the •1• hie dt----1 dJl'ill hol•• ....ad to be in two groupa, 
ladicatiq that he bacl two drilll.llg ...,alp.a• In oae of tMN tbe holes were 
labelled A1 ·• C1 ecc. 1 ad la tbe .... it be pw them IIUllba,- Up to, l beliew1 16. 

Origf.nally, baa ta 1911 1 Boldaworth wrote Mr. Diller coaoeratq bia aploration on 
the 300 level u JOU, I• are, know, S. wa1 quite athuaiaatlc ta bta letter• to 
Diller, •• fl'Oll bl• 4uod.ptt.oa he had • right •o be. Diller htmaelf pt IOll8 acou­
aslaa •••ay• froa OM Nmpl• that i. ._k. lbue aamplea f.- Bolclawrtb• which 
appareotlJ wn oblaiaed froa on found before be made ht.a aaf.n gold dteoowry oo 
the 300 lewl, a...S co be eacourqlq from the ecadpotat of copper•• well aa 
the Sold ad •ltwr. for 80ll8 ru,. we •n unable to uadet"abad• be didn't•-
to follow up on tlle eopper poaaib1U,t1ea bt&t devoted nearly all of ht• atteation 
to 1tud1la& the ao14'. •• the•• ••wd co de'8r1orate, he "1deatl7 loat coafideace. 
'l'b:l.1 la evtdeued b)' the eopy of lettel' in ,our f1lea vbtch Boldnorth wrote to Boy 
llf.lU.1 in 1943. (1M 1•tter •• mt af.ped but from the coaieat• l Chlak it 111118t 
haw baa wrlllell by Ho1daworth.) Our pn.aclpal l11tereat 1a •hi• utter ta that 
•tdnorth did aoc follow up app·~aatlr the copper pu1lbllf.tte1 oa ~ 300 at dee• 
1cribed 1a Id.a corn.,OIMleaco with Diller, Do you know wby he lut interest in the 
copper: 811d dewW aurl,- all of hit atteatiOD to the aolclT 

At thl1 diet-• lt aNU atraap that Bold.north., f.n trylq to get a aerial a.umber 
fr• the Wu h'oducUoa loan, did not atn•• the ceppea: pnalblU.t1•• on the Almeda 
mae. Ia 1111 atClll!pt &e pt• aerial 111111Nr he tm.datly 118414 the gold poaaibiU.tf.ea 
u hi• uia •r..-t VS.th wn and• of cev••• •• tun.eel clowa. 

If,- caa tlu-ov _., light 011 Boldaworch'a Neld.ag aealect of exploring the copper 
poaalbllitlea oa CM 300, I would appreclah it ftE'J -..ch. 

Jr 

Siacarel7 youra, 

Bollis M. Dole 
State Geologist 



August 19, 1963 

Hr. Charles r. •rbert, Deput:, Commissf.oaer 
Alaska Departmeat of Batural lesourc.ea 
los 1391 
.Juaeau, Alaaka 

Dear Charlie: 

1'baaks ao aach for your letter of Auguat 13 and the uteri.al you 
seat a.a oa the A.leeda atae. 

I aa SOn'J' tut: Y<N wre uaable to ff.ad your fonlal report. Jlov­
ewr :t baatea to usure JOU diet we will make very good UM of 
tbe ll&terf.&1 Y01J NDt • 

ror your f.afonat:ioa I am Hlkling this lllderial to our Grants Pas• 
office ukiag tbea to study it aacl keep it tbere. lf eftr you vi.ah 
this retuned, please eoatac:t oar Gran.ts bas office (P.O. lox 417). 

It could very well be that w will rua a geoe1-l,ical a.t111pliq proll'• 
over tbe area of the Almeda•s structure ia the coalag years. 

'J.'hanks again for your support ia tilt.a lliKter. 

llllhjr 

Siac.erely yours, 

Bollis L Dole 
State Ceologiat 

- .... 



August 19• 1963 

Hr. Charles r. •rbert, Deput:, Comratssicmer 
Alaska Departaaat of Batllral lesourcea 
los 1391 
.Juaeau, Alaska 

Dear Charlie: 

!banks ao aach for yogi: letter of Auguat 13 and the -ten.al you 
seat •• OIi the Maeda 1liae. 

I aa sorry that YCN were uaable to ff.ad your fonlal report. Rov­
ner 1 baatea to auure JOU that we will make very good ue of 
tbe auerial you aeat. 

l'or your iafonuioa I am seadiq this material to o.r Graats Paa• 
office asking tbea to study it aad keep it· ttaere. lf ner you wish 
thts retuned, please coatct our Ora.ts bas office (f .o. lox 417). 

It could very well be that we will rue a poc-1,eal Nlllpliag progra 
over tbe area of the Allllda•s structure ia the COIiing years. 

'l.'haka agai.a for your svpport ia tllf.a liKter. 

alD:Jr 

Bolll• X.. Dole 
Stoa Olologi.st 



~v~v~ @~ ~l~~lK\~ I 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES / 

WILLIAM A. EGAN, GOVERNOR 

Mr. Hollis M. Dole 
State Geologist 
1069 State Office Building 
Portland 1, Oregon 

Dear Hollis: 

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER I BOX 1391- JUNEAU 

August 13, 1963 

I am sorry to be so late in sending you the Almeda 
information, as requested by you in your letter of July 22nd 
to Phil Holdsworth. I had about a ton of books and papers to 
unpack and no place to do the job properly. 

Under separate cover are a roll of maps and a large 
envelope of assay and other data. You may keep this material, 
subject to return to me upon request at some future date. 

Missing is my final report. I believe that I gave 
my file copy to a Canadian company some few years ago at which 
time I recommended an intensive geochemical and geophysical 
search along the impressive Almeda structure. However, the 
company was informed that the chain of claim ownership had been 
broken after a power site reservation had been made and that 
the ownership by 0. L. Hillis would be challenged. 

CFH'cm 

Sincerely, 

Charles F. Herbert 
Deputy Commissioner 

.. 



Jul.J' 22., 1963 

•• Phil R. Ro'.l.dsworth• Comisaiomr 
Alaska Depal"tlllent. of latul'lll. laaouroea 
Box 1.391 
Juneau, Alaska 

Dear Phllt 

Tbank:a ao muon for your letter ot July' 18. 

I do ho,l& that 70t1 will speak to Charles Herbert on t.m Alaeda 
llinB. WE' are uodel'takiJ:W a geochemical SUJ."'Vlt1' on select. antaa 
within tbe ~te with upping of certain form.er producera.tar 
publia:ii.Dg a• Short Papers with the hape that ve can attNct 
aare explorat,1oa of what• coas!der wart.• propertiea. Conee­
qwmtJ.r •111' information that• can get hold of we are moat 
amdoua to do •• 

It luck 18 with me I w1l.l be in Santa Fe tbia Decaaber. 

BMD1jr 

S1merel7 .,-r,tra, 

HGl.lia M. Dole 
State Oeal.ogiat 



DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER 

Mr. Hollis M. Dole, Director 
Dept. of Geology and Mineral Industries 
1069 State Office Building 
Portland 1, Oregon 

Dear Hollis: 

I 
WILLIAM A. EGAN, GOVERNOR 

BOX 1391- JUNEAU 

July 18, 1963 

As you no doubt have assumed by now, I personally 
have no information which would be helpful to you in compiling 
information on the Almeda mine in Josephine County. The reason 
for answering your letter of May 27 at this late date is because 
there is a possibility that we might be able to provide some 
information on this property from another source. 

Charles F. Herbert, whom I believe you have met 
briefly on one occasion, is now Deputy Connnissioner of this 
Department. Chuck spent some time and money on the property 
in question, and has indicated that he might be able to provide 
you with some helpful information and possibly some suggestions 
as to where your efforts might best be directed. Chuck has just 
moved here from Anchorage and as yet has not unpacked his books 
and papers. When he has had an opportunity to do so, we will 
ask him to pass along such information and suggestions as he feels 
free to do. 

December. 

PRH'cm 

Missed you at the Compact meeting at Miami last 

Kindest personal regards. 

Sincerel: yours, 

(!2b 
Phil R. Holdsworth 
Connnissioner 

1TAttOeP'f.OP<mal.fJGY 
•NUNBRALINIJ8. 



11a7 21.1963 

Hr. Phil a. Haldnortb.• Caaiaaiomr ot latUl'"al Buouroa 
Alaaka Departaent of latnral Reaoaroea 
Bax 1391 
JUDNU• Jlaalra 

Iur Ph111 

Thia Deplrt'Jel'lt 1a embartiJlg upon a project to do detalled geologr 
ill aNas or ndnaa and prospects t.bat appear to have 80119 pl"Oll1ae •• 
detel'llined by sonea ot alteration., DDllffOU adjacent prospact.•• and 
strength of ~s. In CGllpilillg thia 1ntarut1on• we are going 
to attempt to coaaoldate all the paat intanatic.e that can poaaibl.7 
be pG together. 

one ot the propert;laa w would llla to take another long l.ook at 1a 
the Almeda 011 the Rogue River in Joaepbine eou.nt,y Wh1ch your Pattar 
spent •n,y years on. Do you have aey old maps,. reports, auay data• 
or otbff 1.nt.,.tioa that would be uetul to us in oar review of t.ba 
Alada lliJla'I It ao we would Ulm very mtlCh to obtain tbaa. 

I knoll thia 1a digging _,. back into paat l:datory- but n;,th1Dg yoa 
oaa do tor ws will be appreciated. 

BIIDajr 
11Dllia IL Dole 
Dtreot.oze 

-



STATE OF OREGON 

STATE DEPARTMENT OF GEOLOGY AND MINERAL INDUSTRY 
239 SOUTHEAST H STREET 

P . 0 . BOX 417 

GRANTS PASS, OREGON 

July 3, 1953 

Mr . Charles F. Herbert 
Galice Store 
Merlin, Oregon 

Dear Sir: 

The core sample that was submitted with 
a sample information form dated July 2 has 
been identified as an altered shale containing 
thin stringers of calicte . The shale consists 
largely of r ed iron-stained clay minerals . 

Apparently this core is from the Galice 
formation. 

DJW:a'lls 
cc : Portland 

Sincerely yours , 

David White 
Geologist 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF MINES 

P. O. BOX 70 

ALBANY, OREGON 97321 

File No: AOMR 2010 D May 12, 1964 

Mr. Ralph S. Mason, Mining Engineer 
Department of Geology and Mineral Industries 
State of Oregon 
1069 State Office Building 
Portland, Oregon 

Dear Mr. Mason: 

In answer to your May 7 letter requesting production information on the Almeda 
mine, Josephine County, our records show production during the year 1942. 
The only previous output was in the early 1930's and there was nothing subsequent 
to 1942. 

Messrs. L. A. Levensaler and P. H. Holdsworth, both of Grants Pass, shipped 
to the Tacoma smelter from the Almeda in 1942. They did not return the Bureau's 
production forms, so the statistics were obtained from AS&R smelter reports. The 
reported production is as follows: 

Ore Gold Silver Copper 
(tons) (oz) (oz) (lbs) {).\3.:;f,_, 

554 (2.7,1,,0/) 
' I~ Levensaler 245 213 1"I .'H ~ \. 600 : 'I,, 

Holdsworth 42 48 ~( I tj c-.1 60 (\, q.e, ')0 .., 
Total 287 602 273 600 ($73) 

' 
The fact that the data had to be derived from the smelter made the figures 
confidential (therefore the generalized statement in the 1942 Minerals Yearbook). 
If the same situation applies to Mr. Levensaler as you indicate for Mr. Holdsworth, 
particularly in light of Mr. Levensaler's more significant contribution to the total, 
the production can be considered publishable (without reference to the smelter as 
the source). 

As you are well aware, the confidentiality stigma is a constant frustration, not 
only for us in generating the figures, but for you and others who have a vital and 
frequent use for them. We have no clear-cut policy (other than the clear penalty 
for release of confidential information) for releasing historic data such as in this 



particular case. Discretion possibly being the better part of valor, we must 
be confident that there will be no repercussions from even an apparently "safe" 
release, since it is only judgment that allows this type of disclosure. Again, 
if you determine that the Levensaler interests are either presently nonexistent 
or not adverse, the above information can be published. In the event there are 
surviving interests, we require a written document indicating release of the 
information. 

We are happy to supply this kind of information and to work with you in clearing 
previously undisclosed data when possible; at the same time, we hope you under­
stand the situation as it is and will probably remain until such time as there is 
Congressional action to make public this type of information after a number of 
years have elapsed. 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF MINES 

File No: AOMR 2010 D 

Mr. Ralph Mason 
Mining Engineer 
Department of Geology and 

Mineral Industries 
State of Oregon 
1069 State Office Building 
Portland, Oregon 

Dear Mr. Mason: 

P. O. BOX 70 

ALBANY, OREGON 97321 

May 19, 1964 

In answer to your May 14 inquiry regarding our statement concerning the 
Almeda mine, Josephine County, having produced in the 1930's , our record 
does not show production after 1916, except for the one year 1942. In the 
cursory examination of the mine record for the 1942 production you requested, 
a report received in 1931 stating there was no production was mistaken for a 
report of production. We apologize for misleading you. 

You might wish to compare the 1911 through 1916 statistics we recorded (see 
attached table) with those you have. The 1914 Minerals Yearbook states that 
the Almeda deep mine was not in production, yet our record shows output 
during that year. Possibly you have some explanation for this apparent conflict 
in reporting? 

Sincerely yours, 

1 

Attachment 



.Mr. Roy Hill is, 
Grants Pass. Crego». 

Dear Hillis: 

June 22nd 1944 

When I eaIH back !'rem seeing you in th• PB.as. I th•ught 
I weuld try to s•• if it were pessible tlt•g•~ permission f r mit th• WPB 
t• r••p•n th• Almeda. Made aut an a.pplioatbn f•r a serial number 
and put up as getld an ergu:m•nt as I knew hew in the applioatie•• 
C•v•r•d net only th• ~essibi11ties er th• •r• I suggest•d t• y•u• but 
th• need fer keeping the werkings and equipment frc being ruined in 
th• ecid water. ~hil• waiting f•r a d•cision. I g•t th• smelter st 
T c•ma te s• • what they oeuld de by having their Wa shingt•• r • pr• sentativ• 
t:k• it up with th• WPB com11, itt•c• and th•:a. got bul!ly wit h a c•py ef the 
diam•nd drill h•l•s• values etc as pr•mis•d y•u• Wh•n I put it all d•WJI. 
in plain facts, I was s• disgusted that I di d n•t send it te you. 

I finaUy got a tura dew abselut•ly from th• Bnrd. • t Washingten; 
and h-9.d a r• hearing with t h• Beard and the sm•l t•r man, and higher ups 
•f the B•arda andthen a refusal to oensid•r II in spit• • f the fact that 
th• Tacema Smelter n••d•d the •r•"• Se that is apparently- THAT. 

I am encles1ng th• maps, vs.lu•s etc for yeur ;records. f er whet 
they ar• werth. They ren't te n•~t, but I t hink you o~n see th• picture 
with than inc ler than witheut. In 

8
dditien t• the heles shown. there were 

sever 1 by Hillman ef which you have e record. They would only., CGvnfuse this 
Ill!lp if put on it. There too many shewn •s it is. These Hillm"" n h•les include 
thrH frem th• 200 level• one breast heh te cut th• "sheot" on its supp•s•d 
trik•• but it produced n•thing bu water from. tho upper lsvelsJ also en• 

frem th• fleor pf th• 200 cutting d wn throu~h the suppoeed shoot, to reach 
th• stop•• THis shewed n• values whatever. Another from the flo0r of 
th• 200 te cut dewn through th• shoet at 45 de gr••s• N• ore en this. 
Frem tho 300 l• vel, Hillman put down three helas croescuttinr, th• f cmne ti• 
dewn to and below tho 400 level. NQ values what•v•r. 

I think th• log•D.d in c•lor is cloar, but that shewn in red will 
aeeording to e.ctual as says. i'tm cl•sor te> $10.00 than t l20.00. Tm.t 
portion ef the holes which ar• net col•r•d• will run l• s then $2.00. 
usually a tr 00. 

You w111 nete th,t th• valutts in the wine• cut of'f •ntiroly at fnm 
35 to 38 fHt. Th• •r• shipped was confined nearly ontir&ly in th• winzo, or 
perhaps I sheuld h■v• said•- the •r• g•ad en•ugh to ship 1'13.S nosrly ~1 ] 
within tho winu and rsis• as shewn in ink •:n th• l\lflP• This fi,ot is b•rn• 
eut by 11111 h ol•• drilled fr•m th• west dewn at 45 degre•s !!.n d cutting 
thnugh the winu as shewn, with $3.15 ~r• befer• u1t1tring the dew:nw r d 
extension of good er• and $8.75 aft r pas s ing the winao. ~ 

Th• •nly v.lu• in "S" hel• was th• f irst 9 f•eta nd this teo wa.s. st ped 
•ut. The •nly geod oro remRining in the section below th• 300 lev~l w sin 
No 16 hole -, f11>r 8½ feet, th•nill.OO, l!.lld th@n i.wer. This hele was put d wn 
as shawn in th• fl•or of the st9pe with th• id•a of crosscutting t hat section 
cemp~s•d of feur pe.:nn•ls "ostim~t•dtt to run $25.90• $29.40, 25.72, and $24. 76 
a.na shewn en th• "plan of :stop• fl or 11 e.s enclesed in pencilled cirol•. 
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term 1 •slim t•d" e 15 applied "; thi!! "penket", "chimney"• "s ••t11 er 
y'!"u" • is th• bbk. It can enly be applied after e11nugh drilH:ng, 

chumitl .. . 1:i,:p1 ing, and _hi,:roi21g hu, be""l'l d ne te get ~n idea ef what might 
s11f•ly b• •~cted. /uldthea it requires • lot ef h rd thinking t pl y safe. 
Fer 'n tu.no ~- y u hnv• an assay reo rd ef th• channel samples as cut in the 
fl• r t•l,d b,-ok ef th st•P•• I the fleer th• samples w•r• 4 sop rk to s~mples 
r•pr~s•nting 1 sides ef an app~•xim~t• 51 p~n•l• On st6ping and exvnimtien 
ef the brek•n re c.nd c•r• seotiens, it was shewn that narrow stringers er 
veinlets were carr~·ing practical1y alll ef the v21.lues, and that it wa.s D.et safe 
t• simply dd th• ft.Ur sides e.nd diiV"ide by four te 11 estimate·1 the e.ctual values. 
0 sa,mpla~.,h wing; high v luu, I would out th• value ef that s mpl• te ½,and in 
Oas•~ oft• igh values weuld out it te 1/3 • leaving the other samples as the 
ass~y sh wed. This has preved a geod w y te d•• for on t king th• highest 
grade seoti ef the step• ( that in which the winH was sunk) the "estimated" 
values gave $70.00 po~ t n. As a check, the as~ay value•~ th• •r• taken fr 
the stop• as given by the Sijlelter, was $72.30 p•~ toa. 

On this basis, I hav• Gsti.mated the fl• r sectiens as shoWJl e the• closed 
maps. Persene.lly, I think that the actual values a.a "estimated" 1n th• fpur 
sections as $25.90. 2 9.40, 25.?2. and 24.76, rill n t run that god eve to 
5 fest 1n depth, fer drilling ct••s net shew the values to go below that depth. 
ts•• the results et h•I• Ne. 16) 

Th• old drill el• "14" drive south from the stepe, shel'ted th• first te 
feet te run 112.30 aad the s• coad 10 feet te run $50.75• the balence ef the 
80 foot hel• t have • value wh•t over. On aoceunt of that section ef cer• r 
ruJming $50.75, I drifted south, fel l ewing the dri l l hel•• sampling tho face after 
each round, 1111d tho entire muck from ei•ch reund. Th• first ten feet was below 
five dollars as shewn, and the secen d ten feet shewed a stringe r of m ximua 
width of 8 inches,tetd heighth feath•rinr, out in 3 feet. ad total• lnr;th as 
fHth•r out of 5 feet. Carefully sampled stringer w··s abeut 50.00. The drill 
hel• happened t run right through the center of th• strin~•r for the lengt h 
ef it. The result of this drift sh•w•d th8t th• ere was net worth hoisting, and 
it is still where it we s mucked back from th• short drift. 

Ihav• net attempted te v lue the ere in the baok ef th• st•P•• You have 
the VPlue s 8 s sampled, but as they w•r• nearly all cut north t south, I will 
le v• it to y•u to"estimat•"• H.,,over, the semples t~k•n wh•r• the raise cut 
through the back, seem t• chock the values as shown by the en• car shipped 
from the raise. 

Th• first ton to fif•••n feet ef th• raise f inished all the commercial 
ere above the 300 level, and wa.s shipped in the last car ship:r•d aft•r olesing 
down. Som• 41 plus tens netting yeu a grand _tetel ef $272.49@ 30% royalty. 
Th• balanoe •f the raise was totally worthless above a pei t 30 feet up the 
rflso. Thero drill hele§ shewed th• ere t run less than 8§eQOop•r ton. 
oU tp 70 feet ef raiso soned pl in gre•nsten•• and the 2 ~O level sampled 
carefully across each side of th• r Pi s• ep•ning fer 30 feet, was loss thAn 
nothing. 

These facts, checked by th• r ··sults f all helee as shpwn in oeler, ••d 
by drill h•l•s 2•3•4-5-6-7-8•11-12•15 & 16 which are worthless from ~ny angle , 
simply show that cemmercial •r• is a thing~~ the past. 

I hav• theught the situat ion ever frem every angle I know, snd t~ m• 
tw things ar• evident: 
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1- Th~r• is a•t ~n•gh shipping •r• in sight t• P•Y for the r••p•aing ef 
th• min•, '. 

I 

2• Tl1ere :l;;, net :n • r1y aneugh m1.1lini or• to justify t• justify th• 
\ 

~ .$ b.alh:~ii!l! •f mill \ 
\ 
' 

\ \ .. 

\ \ 
\ t \ 



FRANK P. HELSELL 
CHARLES H. PAUL 

PAUL FETT ERMAN 

THOMAS T ODD 

RUSSELL V. HOKANSON 

RICHARD S. WHITE 

WILLIAM E. CLANCY, JR. 
ARTHURS . VI. CHANTRY 

LAW OFFICES OF 

HELSELL, PAUL, FETTERMAN, TODD & HOKANSON 
WHITE BUILDING 

SEATTLE ! , WASHINGTON 

MAIN 8230 

June 19:W 953 

Corporation Commissioner 
tete of Oregon 

Sel m, regon 

le: ALMEDA Mn L~G co_ ~y' 
& ~&~hingtqn corpor?tiQll 

Dear Sir: 

Enclosed herewith ro the following~ 

( ) Information Return of ~lmeda Mining Cor'.'rpe.ny, 
a -Wcshington corpor t:Lon, d ted June 11, 195.3. 

(b) A Declara ion of Purpoqe to Engage in Busi­
ness in Or gon t ·ecuted by th President and ecret&ry Jun 
11 1953. 

(c) L certified copy of Article of Incorpor -
tion of edc:1 • 1:ning C .. tp ny certified by th Secret· ry of 
State of the Gt te of Washington June 12, 195.3. 

( , ) Power of Attorney appointing W. 
Grimts Pe<. .... s, Oregon, e-·s a resi.dent of the St, te of 
accepts rvic of process. 

W~ Balderr-e, 
regon to 

(e) Our check in the amount of 56.58, which i 
for the fl ing fee of · 50. 00 nd .,,,6. 5 which is our computa­
t~ on of tha·t -.. ortion of the $200 . 00 annu' 1 1 icen.,e .fee due 
for the rer...aining succeeding fre.ction of the fiscal ye rend­
in ,June JO. 

We note that your form of ,cl r tion of Purpos 
and nee ion 77- 302, O. C.L . A. provide for setting forth th 
name and residence of h corpor tionts G nernl Agent in Ore­
gon. However, we find '.\.n the Oregon l~ vi no requirement that 
th corpora tJon have a Gener 1 gent. . t the present tir.1e, 
.lme a .·lining Co .... pany has nat named any eneral Agent in Ore-~ 

go.1. 1 Llthough its Presid,nt, Ch"' rles F'. Herbert, a. non-resident 
will from tim to tile be present .i.n Oregon on cor.ipany bu::;iness, 

-



Corporation Co1nmis.sion.er 
Ju11e 19, 195.3 2 

and we might be able ..,o have a m.alling a.ddress through whicb. 
r.,ail ·would reach him.. Y1..,u w:t· .l note th8. t the corpora. tion has 
appointed W. i✓., Baldei~ree, a la-wy~:r, Hasonic Build Ws• Grants 
P~ss, ~s agent to ccept s rvice of process. Under these 
f&.c ts.• we w111 ppreoia te your favor in advis 1.ng ·1hether ·ou 
take t:.he po~ ·t;J.on thqt, foreiO'n corporation mus, h.ve e•G 11-

ere.l /,gent ln Oregon e.nd if so 1 i-."hether there are i:::.ny st.1 tt.­
tory or othel"' requi:cen1ents for the qua1ificc.: tion or appoint­
ment of such General Agent .. 

With a.pprecia ,ion for your cooperation in this 
m.c1tter, we a.re 

TT:cw 
Encs. 

cc: Mr. Charles F. Herbert ./ 
Galice Store 
Merlin, Oregon 

(letter only) 
cc: Almeda Mining Company 

1013 Smith Tower 
Seattle 4~ Washington 

(letter only; 

Since:raly yours. 

By ~ ~ 
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S ALEM OFF IC E : P O RT L A ND O FFIC E : 

STATE O F FICE BUI LD ING 

S AL EM , OREGO N 

STATE OF OREGON 
STATE TAX COMMISSION 

INCOME TAX DIVISION 

SALEM 

1400 5 . W . 5 TH A V E N UE 

P O RT L AND 1 , OREGON 

PHONE CO L UMB IA 2 161 PHON E 4-2171 

_ Almeda Mining Company 
Helsell, Paul, Fetterman, Todd & Hokanson, Attys. 
White Building 
Seattle 1, Washington 

Gentlemen: 

August 10, 19 53 

The records of the Corporation Commissioner indicate that your 
company was qualified to do business in Oregon or filed Articles 
of Incorporation as of June 22 , 1953 . 

A corporation having filed Articles of Incorporation is qualified 
to do business as of the date on which the organization is completed 
by the electj_on of officers. A foreign corporation is qualified as 
of the date on which the Declaration of Articles are filed with the 
State Corporation Commissioner. The B .ability for the filing of the 
Oregon excise tax returns and the payment of the excise tax is fixed 
as of the date on which the corpo1·ation is qualifi ed to do business. 
We refer you to Section 110-1506 O.C.L.A. and Article 506-1 of the 
regulations to the Oregon Corporation Excise Tax Law. 

We are enclosing a copy of the current excise tax blank with in­
structions for filing and a copy of t he inst ructions relative to t he 
withholding tax provisions of the Personal Income Tax Law in order 
to acquaint you with the type of returns required. 

It would be helpful i f you would advise us if you intend to operate 
on a fiscal year basis. This will enable us to establish our records 
more accurately for the mailing of the blanks for filing at the proper 
time. 

Any request for further information will be given prompt consideration. 

Very truly yours, 

E.D.Lindburg/bd 

Enclosure 



LAW OFFICES OF 

HELSELL, PAUL, FETTERMAN, TODD & HOKANSON 
WHITE BUILDING 

FRANK P . H ELSE LL 

CHARL E S H. PA U L 
SEATTLE ! , WASHINGTON 

PAUL F ETTERM A N 

THOMAS T O DD 

RUSS EL L V. H OK ANS O N 

RIC H ARD S . W HITE 

WILLIAM E . CLANCY, JR. 

Mr. Charles F. Herbert 
Galice Store 
Merlin, Oregon 

Dear Mr. Herbert : 

MUTUAL 3 850 

June 19, 1953 

Enclosed herewith are copies of letters of today 
which we have addressed to the Corporation Commissioner of 
Oregon and the Secretary of State of the State of Washington, 
which letters, I believe , are self-explanatory. We also en­
close herewith the domestic corporation license renewal state­
ment for Almeda Mining Co.mpany which requires that the license 
fee be paid on or before July 1. I have signed it as Secretary 
and you should sign it as President and return it to us in the 
enclosed self-addressed envelope so that we will be in a posi­
tion to send it in with the license fee upon receipt of a reply 
from the Secretary of State. 

Also enclosed is original and one copy of a blank 
form of Deed, Bill of Sale and Assignment from Alaska Copper 
Corporation to Almeda Mining Company of the option agreement. 
It should be acknowledged and the corporate seal should be af­
fixed . While we feel confident that such form is sufficient 
as between Alaska Copper Corporation and Almeda Mining Company, 
we do not purport to have made a study of the Oregon laws nor 
have we seen the form of option. Therefore, we think it might 
be well to either have the docrunent examined by an Oregon at­
torney or request that we make a further study of the matter 
later. 

TT : CW 

Encs. 

Yours very truly, 

HELSELL,PAUL,F'ETTERMAN,'I'ODD & HOKANSON 

By~~ 
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WILLIAM A. EGAN, GOVERNOR 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER BOX 1391- JUNEAU 

Mr. Hollis M. Dole 
State Geologist 
Dept. of Geology & Mineral Industries 
1069 State Office Bldg. 
Portland, Oregon 97201 

Dear Hollis: 

May 18, 1964 

I have just returned from a two weeks trip back in the bush and have your letter 
of May 8 regarding the Almeda Mine. 

I never did know Phil Holdsworth's father, although I have crossed his trail on 
a few occasions. 

I believe that you are correct in your deduction that Holdsworth's drilling on 
the 300 level was done at two different times. 

The copper ores are distinct from the gold showing and are all closely associated 
with the footwall of the wide mineralized zone, I believe that the copper ore, 
as mined, was quite low grade for a vein type deposit, in the neighborhood of 
two per cent, and the smelter had trouble making a fair recovery. Presumably, 
the high percentage of barite (from 10 to 15 percent) made it difficult to main­
tain a fluid slag. 

I did not find sufficient encouragement to drift along the footwall in a search 
for more copper ore and the increasing softness of the rock with depth discouraged 
exploration in that direction. Possibly, Holdsworth felt the same way and wished 
to confine his work to the relatively unexplored siliceous zones from two to three 
hundred feet from the footwall. 

I discussed the Almeda at some length with Dr. McLaughlin, then President of 
Homestake, and had an opportunity to study Homestake's records. The information 
did not add materially to the knowledge I then had of the property. 

I remain intrigued by the large size of the Almeda mineralized zone and think that 
it is worth serious investigation over a distance of possibly as much as 25 miles. 
A Canadian engineer and I thought of a program that would call for several 
thousand auger holes to get material for geochemical sampling for copper and 
zinc and for concentrating tests for gold and barite. 

With best regards, 

~/~ 

CFH'cm DEPT OF GEOLOGYi 
STATE · 

& MINERAL lNDS. 

Charles F. Herbert 



STATE DEPARTMENT OF GEOLOGY AND 
MINERAL INDUSTRIES 

1069 STATE OFFICE BUILDING 

PORTLAND 1, OREGON 

November 23. 1964 

rbei:t, Deputy t•eioner 
n. .. ..a1-f"ffl41mt of Natur;el sources 

Juneau, Alaska 

l>e•r Char iu 

ve be n •tud;yin all th pe tinent f•ctt availabl to u., on the Al a 
ne in Jo hln Coun y th t idea of determining t r or not mi ht 

publish such t foniatton in bull tin fo~. •tdea the te~t•l ich you 
• t , ha old min file• d correeponde c lo d by a. P rry 
ickbam, rather voluminous record lo ne<I by t pr ent own r oft e ptop rty. 

•~d of c01Uae the p lish d Federal •nd Stet• g logtcat report•. Hr . Ltbb y 
ha• b helping ua in or antdng the tedet and n deciding hat is 
important for po 1ible publication. 

As you are well aware. there • to b attr ctiv• p0ea:f.btl tt a in the 
ore deposit and 1110 many questio rks which n d a lot off rth r develop• 

nt work and technical et dy to obtain th anawers. o etbly • bulletin aa 
ntion d udght eucourag ao c pet C g~oup to unclerta e au.ch• proj ct 

now that be tal pric • 1e to be in th •~ ndancy. 

Assuming hat d cld to go • d with th prep&i:-ation of t~ bullettn. will 
you alto us to publish the per~ of your r cord• clud ng pa nd log,, 
which appear t b t ortant in deecribtn yo ork t th 1 d? Of 
courae 1tmitatioo of pece• ataff, and budget will c eerily restrict the 

unt of trial would be eble tot cl • • lt oe, without aytng wa 
would gtv d credit for anything w ua • 

I• unable co pr diet when we could put out• ch• publication bee uae we 
have 1ev r 1 project• in the 11 . Be ver t wanted to get~ r authorization 
to uae yo :r:' t rial b fore proceeding further in ur pl.auu:d.ng. 

t resarde . 

Y) I 

1t, """ ,ct,t9 
:jl' / 

b e F. W. Libbey .,,. 

Sincerely your•, 

Bot Hs M. Dole 
State Geologtet 



Mr, R. E. Corcoran 
1069 State Office Building 
Port.land 1, Oregon 

Dear Andy: 

Thank you tor the note ot Feb. 17th reminding me to check on infor- . 
mation pertinent. to hiato17 or location ot the Almada. Mine. I jUat got 
back from a visit with Don Ba.mes, our triendl.7 County Clerk. With his 
help w came up with some intormation that should be or interest. 

Under Mining Conveyances, vol. 6, page 165-166 ot Jo■epbine County, 
The Almeda Mining Co. conV8)"ed to the Almeda Consolidated Mines Co. in 
July 1906, 4 lode claims and 2 placer claims. The lode claim.a were as 
.f'ollowa: 

1. The Monte Cristo {Sook 13, p. 263) Thie was originally- located 
by John F. Wickham, Jan. 18, 1900. 

2. The Bonanza Lode (Book 13, p. 264) Originally located by 
Reece C. Kinney, Jan. 18, 1900. 

). Live Yanke - Located by J. c. Mattison, Dec. 2, 1898. Thia 
claim wae then purchased by J. F. Wickham from Mattison on Dec. 
10,, 1898. 

4. Yankee Doodle (Book 12., p • .38.S) Originally located by J. c. 
Mattison Jan. 1, 1899. 

Th• conveyance from Almeda Mining Co. to Almeda ConaollElated Mine• 
Co • . was signed b7 o. M. Crouch, president, and R. C. Kinne7, secretary. 

:. The'.Je above named claima which apparently de up the Almeda Miu 
propar vere only a em.all part of the holdings of the Almeda. Mining Co. 
(the ., eal"lier compaey) in the Galle& Dietriet. 

We judge that prior to 1898 there may h&ve been numerous individuals 
who prospected and tried to work the prominant mineralized zone which , ' 
later became known as thettBig Yank Ledge", but that values were not " 
sufficient to hold their interest. It was not until these companies . 

' 1• 

obtained formal ownership and promoted the development and mining record-
ed b7 Diller, ·Winchell, and Shenon that any importance was attached to 
the mine. Hope this information 1 what was desired. Best regards. 

cc: F. W. Libbey 
Sincerely, 

Len 
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IOI, •MITM TOW■" 

aaATTUl 4. W ..... 11,fCITON 

MUTUAL , ... 7 

' .. 

FebruU714, 1957 

Irr. Ro7 Hillie 
210 S. w. Pine 
Grants Pua, Ore. 

YUKON PLACBR IIININ&. ING. 

I am enelosinc copies of the map■ ot the iliaada mine. · 

P.O. aox no• 
PAHtaANKe, AL.AelCA 

I hope that the ore 1■ continuous between the 320 and intersection at 
about the 420 elevation, but I irugine that it will be faulted at least 
once and poesibl7 several timea. It is po1sible that the gold ore con­
tinue• to the 520 level. I! this were true aininc would be much easier. 
You will note that our drill holes 1 and 9 did cut ■011e low grade ore 
and it ot course 1a poaaible, that somewhere along the strike of thia 
low grade ore there ia an ore body. 

It the 11en who are going to work on the Almeda require any equipaent, 
1NI have the following at Healdsburg, California: 

1 Joy Air Hoist, EW-111 $800 
1 nior Sump PuJill,, 2t Inch High Li.rt' 

tn,e J61 T with new parts ~22, 

All Tery sorry to hear that your illness has continued for so long and 
hope to hear better news in the near future. 

With best regards, 

~-"' 
Charle!!! F. Herbert 

encl. 



IRMAIL 

STATE DEPARTMENT OF GEOLOGY AND 
MINERAL INDUSTRIES 

1089 STATE OFFICE BUILDING 

PORTLAND 1, OREGON 

March 5, 1965 

Mr. Charl s F . rb rt• Deputy CQUD.issi uer 
Alaska Department of tural Resources 
Box 1391 
Juneau, Al ska 

Dear Ch4rlle: 

We need your help to explai the following: 

In the Almeda n files your tog records include lO ·drill holes started 
on the 520 (river) level and 4 drill holes started on the 320 level . 
4l'b.eae 14 holes clearly vere drtlled by you in 1953. but in addition to 
these 14 holes your tog record includes 4 drill. holes st.arted fr the 
320 level with the notation of (Holdsworth) tt ched to the of the 
holet for example *'Di mond drill hole No. A-3 (Bold worth) " . The e 
4 (Holdsworth) togs have confused u . 

Your notebook containing the 1953 assay record of drill hole amples 
appears to contain assay results of core and ludge saq,les of these 
4 holes as ayed at the same time s your ow drill hole samples were 
assayed and yet we have assumed that ldsworth did his drilling prior 
to 1942 . Did you obtain old check le fro the d~rth boles or 
perhaps you drilled holes at the Boldsworthl.ocationa to check his 
drill holes? 

We would be th nkful to have you clear the atter up. 

Many thanks• and best re a.rds . 

HMD:jr 

Sincerely yours, 

Hollis M. Dole 
State Geologist 

f I 

I 
'-



ALASKA COPPER CORPORATION 

June 8, 1954 

Mr. O. L. Hillis 
210 s.w. Pine 
Grants Pass, Oragon 

Dear Royz 

10 13 S MITH TOWI: .. 

SEATTL C " • WASHINGTON 

MU,UAL t•B7 

I'm sorry to have been so slow in sending you the 
information on the Al~eda Vine. As you can Judge 
for yourself, we did not exhaust the possibilities 
of finding a reasonably attractive gold ore zone, 
however the apparent strike length of the one known 
body ls so short that the cost of development would 
be qu 1 le h I g h. 

1 again want to thank you for your fine cooperation 
and help in the project, and hope to see you again 
before too long. 

With best regards, 

~ 
Charles F. Herbert 

CFHfrh 

., 

.. ,. ' . . ; ' . -: ... ~. 



1/ 
WILLIAM A. EGA#, SOVER#OI 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

Mr. Hollis M. Dole 
State Geologist 
1069 State Office Building 
Portland 1, Oregon 

Dear Ho 11 is : 

OFFICE Of THE COMMISSIO#EI 101 1311 - Jll#EAU 

August 13, 1963 

I am sorry to be so late in sending you the Aimed& 
information, as requested by you in your letter of July 22nd 
to Phil Holdsworth. I had about a ton of books and papers to 
unpack and no place to do the job properly, 

Under separate cover are a roll of maps and a large 
envelope of assay and other data. You may keep this material, 
subject to return to me upon request at some future date, 

Missing is my final report. I believe that I gave 
my file copy to a Canadian company some few years ago at which 
time I recoamended an intensive geochemical and geophysical 
search along the impressive Almeda structure. However, the 
company was informed that the chain of claim ownership had been 
broken after a power aite reservation had been made and that 
the ownerahip by O. L. Hillis would be challenged. 

CFH'cm 

Sincerely, 

Gcuer , .e.. r. I~ 
Charles F. Herbert 
Deputy Coimnissioner 



TO 

FROM 

G. E. McKelvey 

Ronald C. Parker 

Location: 

DATE September 20, 1974 

SUBJECT Almeda Mine 
Josephine County, Oregon 

The Almeda Mine is located on the north bank of the Rogue River 
in the $E 1/4 of Section 13, T. 34 S., R. 8 W., approximately 18 airline 
miles northwest of the city of Grants Pass. Access to the mine is via a long 
and circuitous forest road from Grave Creek or by boat from the paved 
highway that follows the south bank of the river. 

History & Production: 

rhe original Almeda claims (four lodes and two placers), were located 
during the period 1898 - 1900. The mine was operated by Almeda Consolidated 
Mines during the years 1905 - 1917, which was the period of greatest activity. 
Although there are no known production records for the years 1905-1911, the mine 
is thought to have produced about 23,000 tons of ore valued at $123,000 between 
1911 and 1917, nearly all of which was smelted on the premises. P. J. Shenon, 
who examined the mine in the early 1930's as part of a broader investigation 

. of copper ·deposits in this area, reported the 1911-1916 production as 16,619 tons 
which yielded I, 540 ounces of gold, 48,387 ounces of silver, and 259, 800 pounds 
of copper. 

After years of financial difficulties and changes in management, Almeda 
Consolidated evidently failed in 1917, and despite various efforts to revive the 
operation, the mine then lay idle until about 1940. During the interim the claims 
were relocated, and in 1940, a lessee undertook a substantial exploration program 
primarily directed at an evaluation of a rich gold ore body on the 320 level. 
U.S. B. M. records indicate that the lessee also shipped, in 1942, 287 tons of 
ore that ·averaged 2.1 ounces gold, 0.95 ounce silver, and 0.13 percent copper. 
The mine then fell victim to the W. P. B. L-208 order in 1943 and was ordered 
closed. 
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f 'agc •2 
Alrncda Mine , Josephine County, Oregon 

The property again lay idle until 1953, at which time the Alaska Copper 
Corporation conducted an eAi:ensive eA'J)loration program that included a substan­
tia l amount of diamond drilling from underground locations. The results of this 
work evidently were not conducive to the resumption of mining, at least at the 
then prevailing metals prices, and there has been no further activity at the prop­
erty since its completion. 

Development: 

D~velopment of the mine consists of five adit levels above the river and 
four levels below it; access to the latter is via an internal shaft sunk to a depth 
of four hundred feet or more below the lowest (520) adit level. Almost all of 
the workings are now inaccessible and the shaft and levels below the 520 are 
flooded • . There is, in addition, a single short adit level on the south side of 
the river. 

Total tmderground development, including the shaft, reportedly is 7,339 
feet. 

Geology: 

The Almeda Mine has e::,,,'J)lored and developed the southern end of a north­
erly trending, sill-like body of porphyritic dacite that is present along the contact 
between the Rogue volcanics and slate of the Galice Formation. The dacite body, 
said to be 200 feet wide in the vicinity of the mine, dips steeply eastward and 
has bee~ intensely silicified and partly to wholly replaced by barite and sulfides 
across much of its width. The ore is characterized by abundant pyrite, and in 
places, chalcopyrite, along with a little sphalerite and galena • . other sulfides are 
very subordinate. 

Nearly all of the dacite body reportedly is mineralized to some extent, 
although the best and most persistent mineralization occurs along the hanging wall 
contact between the dacite and slate in at least two separate ore shoots that rake 
to the south. The mineralized zone has been explored along strike on the north 
side of the river for approximately 1, 000 feet and to a depth below the surface 
of about 800 feet and there is nothing in the abundant literature pertaining to the 
mine which would suggest that it is discontinuous in either dimension. The zone 
has been only slightly explored on the south side of the river. 

Tenor of the Ore: 

The tenor of the ore seems to be fairly erratic, even within the shoots 
that have thus far been the source of all of the production, and there is insuf­
fieient available data to permit a reliable estimate of an average for the entire 
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mine . Shenon 's figures for the 1911-1916 period indicate an average grade of 
O. 092 ounce gold, 2. 91 ounces silver , and 0. 78% copper . At current price levels, 
this would represent 0. 23 ounce gold equivalent. However, if all of the ore 
came from definable shoots, one would have to assume that the average grade 
acros s the entire mineralized zone is somewhat lower. 

Size of the Target: 

In 1926, the Almeda Mine was extensively investigated by A. B. Yates 
(Homestake) who stated that it contains an 11iinmense tonnage of very low-grade 
ore with the possibility of getting better grade tonnages now and then. 11 Yates 
further stated that about 2,500,000 tons (of low grade?) were "practically blocked 
out" above the river level and about 1,000,000 tons below it at the tune of his 
examination. Shenon felt that two possibilities were evident: (1) Development of 
11an enormous tonnage of very low grade ore that would he minable when metal 
prices recover"; (2) Development of smaller volumes of higher grade ore. 

The persistence of the ore-bearing horizon along the Rogue-Galice contact 
for a i:nuch greater distance than that explored by the mine workings (at least 
2,000 feet to the north and a mile and half to the south, according to Yates), 
strorj-y suggests the possibility of additional, if not continuous, mineralization 
of the type and grade known in the Almeda. Assuming a commercially minable 
width of only fifty feet, each thousand feet of strike length along this structure 
would have the potential to generate 5,000 tons of ore per foot of depth. 

Examination of Yates' vertical section of the mine workings suggest that 
.the two known ore shoots, particularly the more northerly one, have not been 
completely exhausted. There is, in fact, the potential for 150 - 200,000 tons of 
higher grade material in these shoots if they were to be completely developed 

•J on the existing levels. 

Proposed Exploration: 

I. Soil and rock-chip sampling across the Rogue-Galice contact at initial 
200 foot intervals, with supplementary, more detailed sampling to be guided by 
the initial results. Geologic mapping along the contact zone to accompany the 
sampling. 

2. IP over favorable areas of the contact identified by the above. 

Simultaneously with steps 1 and 2: 
3. Reopening of the 520 and 620 adit levels, and the adit level on the 

south side of the river, followed by detailed mapping and sampling of the accessible 
portions of these levels. 
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4. If justified by favorable results in (3) above, dewatering of the shaft 
8.t least to the 320 level and m:1-pping and sampling of it and the 420 level. 

5. Diamond drilling from surface or underground lacations, or both, 
of the best targets developed in steps 1 - 4-: 

The estimated cost of the initial phase of exploration of this property 
(geochemical sampling, mapping, IP, and iimited reopening) is $75,000 - $100,000. 
It is anticipated that a more e:,.,.-pensive second phase, involving diamond drilling 
and dewatering of the shaft, would be undertaken only if the results of the first phase 
,vere particularly encouraging. 
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ALASKA COPPER CORPORATION 
· 1013 

Mr• David White 
Geologist 

1125 SMITH TOWER 

SEATTLE 4, WASHINGTON 

MUTUAL 1487 

Galice Store 
Merlin, Oregon 
July 4-, 1953 

State Department of Geology and Mineral Industry 
239 SE H St. 
Grants Pass, 0regon 

Dear Mr. White: 

Thank you very much for your prompt identification of the core 
sample as an altered red shale. 

You are undoubtedly correc t in assuming that the rock is from the 
Galice formation. There is a clearly identifiable red shale member 
of that formation north of the Almeda Mine, the strike is such that 
it should cut into the large replacement zone kno~m as the Big Yank 
Lode. 

The specimen sent to you i~ apparently an unreplaced portion of 
the lode as there was quartz-barite-pyrite rock on both sides of 
the shale. However, it is not unlikely that the red shale is a 
part of a fault block in an unrecognized structure. 

Very truly yours, 

(]2u;Ji ·=;; ( &h.ie;st 
Charles F. Herbert 
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f )t~ Mr-CALL 
C.vVLRNO: 

T4H C OLOGI T 

"~A Yl'J!E T OF 
~O OGY A D M~NERAL INDUSTRIES 

1069 STATE OFFICE BLDG. 0 PORTLAND, OREGON ° 97201 e Phone (503) 229-5580 

June 27, 1975 
,. .) C. CORCORAN 

-,(' I N IG BOARD 

W. ~ WEE';f 
Chairman 
Por,li,nd 

" LIAM E. Mil , 
C ,J 

Mr. R. w. deWeese 
L..--f"~. H. Lyle Van Gordon 

Gentlemen: 
~ YLE VAN GO .)ON 

(; • Pass 

• • • 
f DOFF CES 

2<,: Firal Street 
Ekker 97814 

511 N.E. "E" Street 
P.O. Elox 417 

, C.rant1 Pass 97526 

~ ,. s. p r!I".,.. B'vr-!. 
Po. llo 10 .. ~ 
Al~any 97:321 

As you may recall, I sent you copy of a letter the Highway Division 
sent to Greg McKelvey, District Geologist of Homestake Mining Company, 
in regard to proposed exploration by that company on the old Almeda 
mine. 

I recently called Greg to see if there are any other problems con­
cerned with their going ahead with their exploration program this 
summer. Greg told me that he was quite pleased with the response 
from the State but the Homestake management in San Francisco was re­
evaluating their position with respect to doing anything with the 
Almeda mine at this time. 

Although Greg didn't say so in so many words, I get the definite 
impression that the Homestake management is still very much afraid 
that any exploration work done in such a sensitive area along the 
Rogue River would only expose them to further attacks by the 
environmentalists. 

It lliay be that the company will begin a program sometime later this 
year but my candid opinion is that another good exploration program 
hus been recessed indefinitely. 

REC:jr 

Sincerely yours, 

Ra~ Corcoran 
State Geologist 
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Texasgulf ~Vestern Inc. 

5934 McIntyre Street Golden, Col~rado 80401 (303) 279-0900 

January 6, 1977 

Mr. C. W. Head 
Commission Services 
State Highway Building 
Salem, OR 97310 

Dear Mr. Head: 

RE: Drilling at Almeda Property 

This is to bring you up-to-date on our activities and intentions 
regarding our drilling program at the Almeda property within the Rogue River 
Scenic Waterway, as carried out under our permit of Nov. l, 1976. 

Because of difficult ground conditions, bad weather and budget limitations, 
we are suspending drill b g at the Almeda property. We have completed a few 
holes, but not all that we wished in our preliminary exploration program. 
We are removing our drilling equipment from the property, but we expect 
to resume work later in the Autumn, or early next year when conditions are 
better. Consequently, I will let you and the agencies listed below know 
before we resume work at Almeda under our permit. 

APJ/cmc 
cc: L. J. Miller 

J. H. Ogg 
T. Roger 
F. Bristol (Owner) 
W. Pieren (Owner) 

Sincerely, 

C Zt:l:0'1 ;d. µ'7 
A 11 an P. Juhas / 

K. Cochran (Dept. of Fi sh & Wildlife) 
T. Westfall (Dept. of Environ. Quality) 
N. Peterson (Dept. Geology and Min. Indus.) £..,/' 
D. Brashears (Josephine Cnty. Plng. Dept.) 
J. Murkin (River Programs-Parks & Recreation) 
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M E M O R A N D U M Almeda mine area file 

TO: W.G. Robin~on & R.A. Dujardin DATE : June 2 4, 19 7 5 

FROM: R. Lasmanis 

SUBJECT: PROPERTY EXAMINATION REPORT 
ALMEDA MINE AREA AND VICINITY, JOSEPHINE COUNTY, OREGON 

The above area was examined on June 18th, 1975 .with Ron Parker 

and Lloyd E. Frizzell. Two properties in this area have been suggested 

for acquisition by Ron Parker, specifically the Almeda Mine and the Oak 

Mines Group (including Yakee Silver Lode option). The exploration concept, 
as visualized by Ron, was of the massive sulphide type. 

The geology can be generalized by stating that the Almeda Mine 

occurs at the contact of Jurassic Galice FormationJlates to the east and 

massive Jurassic Rogue Formation andesites ~nd ande·sites)to the west. These 
eugeosynclinal formations have been deforr.ed during Nevadan tectonic events 

and now form a NE belt of steeply dipping rocks. For details on the geology 
consult Oregon Dept. of Geol. Short Paper 24 and Geology of the Galice Quad. 

In detail, examining this contact on the ground shows that it 
has been subject to extensive shearing and alteration and now consists of 

sericite, quartz, 10 to 20% pyrite, and clay minerals. In the area examined, 

road cuts show the altered contact to be 400 to 700 feet wide and according 

to published reports 20 miles long. The abundance of pyrite and subsequent 
iron staining in outcrop has led recent explorationists to postulate that 

this pyritic zone might be a host for massive sulphide orebodies. My specific 
observations and recommendations are as follows: 

A. ALMEDA MINE 

Production statistics show that this was a copper-gold producer with 
output between 1905 and 1943 tota 11 i ng approximately 23,000 tons 0A,2re. Grades 

for the mine's most productive period (1911-1916) averaged .09 oz.~} 2.9 oz. 
Ag, 0.78% Cu. During 1942 lessors shipped 287 tons of high grade ore averaging 

2.1 oz. Au, 0.95 oz. Ag and 0.13% Cu. These statistics are not impressive 
and represent the best occurrence in the area. The mineralization itself 
is intimately associated with massive barite along the east contact with 

........... . /2 



TOM McCALL 
GOVERNOR 

GEORGE M. BALDWIN 
Director of Trcn,portotlon 

SAM R. HALEY 
Depi;•y Director 

DEPARTMENT OF 
YttANSPORTAT!.QN 

HIGHWAY BUILDING 0 • SALEM, OREGON 

~t. Grer; -?·~.-;~:J!li.~C)r 
11m-,w1;t.-~t<"'. i :iµinr, Cor.rp.1.uy 
i1. J./10G A: lt':,1:,.·cct 
Spokanc,,;fiA 99201 

./ 

Doar Mr. MdC:clvcy: 

After careful consideration, the Oregon 
Transportation Commission at its H,<1y 30 mectinp; 
approved, insofar as its jurisdiction extends, your 
December 20, 1974, plans for exp lor::ition of the 
Almeda Mine within the Rogue River Scenic Waterway. 
Approval 18 contf.ngcnt on the foPowinr, ctipulnt:!.o'"\c: 

l - All requiremeuU; of these Grego,, 
~gencies shall be satisfi~1: 

Dcpan:mcnt of .1-:m::i.ronment.a.l Qu:J lf ty 
Dcp;)t't...,ent of Geology nnd ?.1:f.ncrr.J 

Industries 
Division of State lands 
Department of Fish and Wildli.fc 

2 - All Josephine County rcqu:f.rcmcnts 
shnll bo satisfied. 

3 - All Dur.eau of Lnnd Mann~ement r~­
quirements shall be satL;fi,:,.11. 

Ii, - All pha::ies of the exploration i:ilrnll 
be so performed nr~ to mi 1 f;ni.z C' ,.._h,., 
effect on the natural scene. 

5 - The Commir,r, .ton 1::hd.l 1'0 11::t· :! ::-1,,,1 \,h,~n 
wor-1: coromoncos ond ~,hr.::n it is C'')Il'~ 

pletf.'cl. (A(M1·,,:,•-::.J: Robert K. Potter, 

0 

Adm:l.nic: trator, Rive 1: ?rogrnms, 100 St2.te 
Highway Building, Salem, Oregon 97310.) 

/ 

RECEJ Vt:D PTLO 
JUN I, . 

l I Lj • 
'J 

e 97310 



September 30, 1974 

Mr. Gregory E. McKelvey , 
.11/ .,,,/'J District Aonager, ct fie States District ~ <r-.. .... e ,vv_ ~<...&-.J,Q 

vv tJIZ ; h 905 Old N tonal Bon uilding ??-= 1 dl ~ /
7 

-
J l/ O f Spokane, Wo& •ngton 992 / / · 

0 

!JS#S -
Dear f·h. McKelvey: 

Thank you for keepinr us informed on your exploration octlvlty In Oregon. 
I read your letter to Mr. Schofleld , District Manager of the Bureau of Land 

Management. regarding your plans for the Almeda Mfne, with much Interest . You 
have certainly expressed o full willingness to cooperate with the B. L. ~I. and to 
comply with any reasonable regulations that ore Imposed. We wrll be very inter• 
ested ln their reaction to your request. I don 1t think they could expect a more 
cordial and reasonable approoch to the matter thon you have expressed. 

You may also have to deal with the State Highway Division under the Scenic 
Waterways regulations. 

ff In the course of your negotiations, you feel that we may be of assistance, 
please feel free to contact us ot any time. 

LR:rep 
cc: R. E. Corcoran, ~tote Geologist 

(with enclosures) 

Sincerely, 

Len Romp 
Resident Geologist 
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OREGON ST A TE 
HIGHWAY DIVISION 

HIGHWAY BUILDING 
Robert W. Straub 

• SALEM, OREGON • 97310 

WM- .A4GCAJJ, 
GOVERNOR 

F. B. KlABOE 
Adminlatralor of Highways 

February 19, 1975 

Mr. George McKelve,Y/ 
/ 

Homestake Mini n2',-Company 
Pacific State~ District 
905 01 d Nat) ona 1 Bank Bldg. 
Spokane, ,washington 99201 

Dear Mr. McKelvey: 

This is to confirm our phone conversation of February 
11 regarding an on-site inspection, tentatively set for March 
18, to discuss the Homestake Mining proposal. 

By copy of this letter I am requesting the attendance 
of the other agencies involved. If this date is ar,ceotable to 
everyone, perhaps we could al1meet ·at the BLM station in Rand 
at 9:00 a.m. As you mentioned, this inspection could possibly 
take most of the day. 

If for some reason this date is not acceptable to the 
other agencies, I will notify you. 

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

James Murkin 
Oregon Scenic Waterways System 

JM:jw 

cc: Gale A. Hansen, Homestake Mining Company 
Kessler Cannon, Department of Environmental Qu;lity 
Andy Corcoran, Geology & Mineral Industries ✓ 
John Mc Kean, Wild 1 ife Commission 
Stan Lester, BLM State Office 
Ken Mak, BLM, Medford 
Bill Cox, Division of State Lands 

A DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

RECEIVED-PTLD 

FEB 19 1975 
DfPT Of GEOLOG( 

!NLlflS 
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HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY 
PACIFIC STATES DISTRICT 

905 OLD NATIONAL BANK BUILDING 

SPOKANE. WASHINGTON 99201 

TELEPHONE ( 509 > 747 - 2677 

September 24, 1974 

Mr. Len Ramp 
Department of Geology & Mineral Industries 
521 Northeast East Street 
Grants Pass, Oregon 97526 

Dear Mr. Ramp: 

Mr. Mak has suggested that we forward on to you, for your in­
formation, a copy of the letter which we sent to the BLM on the 
proposed exploration around the Almeda Mine area of Josephine 
County, Oregon. 

Sincerely, 

Gregory E. McKelvey 
District Manager, Pacific States District 

GEM/glm 
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HOMESTAKE M INING COMPANY 

PACIFIC STATES DISTRICT 

September 13, 1974 

9 0 ~ OLD NATION AL BANK BUILDING 

SPOKANE, WASHINGTON 99201 

TELEPHONE ( 509 l 747-2677 

Mr. Donald J. Schofield, District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
310 West 6th Street 
Medford, Oregon 97501 

Dear Mr. Schofield: 

As you may already Imow, Mr. Ronald C. Parker, Consulting Geologist 
from Missoula, Montana, met recently with Messrs. Tom Abbett and 
Kenneth Mak for the purpose of discussing the regulations pertaining to 
min:ing and exploration for mineral deposits in the Rogue River area. 
Mr. Parker was contracted by Homestake to investigate various mineral 
occurrences in Oregon, including the Almeda Mine which we now feel 
could be a potential interest to us. We recognize that this area is en­
vironmentally sensitive and that the preservatio_n of it.s 9$thetic a.nd re­
creational values are of paramount importance. However, it is our under­
standing that the provisions of the act which created the Rogue National 
Wild & Scenic River do not exclude other legitimate uses, and includes 
mining, along several portions of the river. It also includes the area in 
which the Almeda Mine is located. 

I have been told by Mr. Parker that he described to Mr. Mak some of 
the procedures that would probably be necessary if we were to undertake 
a geological and economic appraisal of the property, and that Mr. Mak 
suggests that these alternatives be communicated to your office as a 
means of initiating consideration of this matter. Mr. Parker or myself 
would be glad to meet with you in Medford as often as is necessary to 
develop specific plans that would be satisfactory, both to us and to the 
Federal and State agencies involved in the administration of the river . 

. If at all possible, we would appreciate obtaining copies of the legal docu­
ments for the Rogue River Scenic area. We are most interested in defining 
the lands withdrawn from future mineral entry, as well as understanding 
the intent of the scenic area. 
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Mr. Donald J. Schofield, District Manager 
Bureau of Land IVIanageme_nt 

Our first consideration, of course, is access to the area. In view of the 
existing road to the mine from Grave Creek, we would not be contemplating 
building a new road to the mine, nor do we forsee the need for any kind 
of permanent bridge or cable eras sing. However, we probably would want 
to ferry personnel and light equipment to and from the mine by boat. 
during the low water period. 

The initial phase of the exploration of the property, most likely, would 
include surface geologic mapping, geophysical surveys and reopening of 
at least some of the underground workings. The surface mapping and 
geophysical surveys would not cause ~y damage to the area except that 
a certain amount of brush cutting might be necessary in the course of 
laying grid lines for the latter. Reopening of the mine workings would 
require the use of a backhoe-loader unit and/or a slusher and unfortunately 
would result in a short period of contamination of the river from a tem­
porary flood of muddy water dammed up in the old mines. I would an­
ticipate that this contamination, in addition to being of short duration, 
could be minimized by doing the reopening work during the high water. 
period. 

A later phase of the exploration, if justified by the results of the first 
phase, would probably involve diamond drilling from surface and from 
underground locations. If we elected to drill from the surface, some ad­
ditional access roads would undoubtedly be required and we would propose 
to work closely with your engineers to insure that they be built to speci­
fications and in such a way as to minimize their visual impact from the 
river. Both the roads and any related drill sites could, of course, later 
be closed and revegetated. I might also add here that it is not likely that 
we would consider excavating any trenches or pits on the property. 

Geologic exploration of this or any other prospect in no way assures that 
it will ever be a producing mine. Very few projects survive to the point 
of development and operation, but if this were to· occur at the Almeda, . 
we certainly are aware that any mining and milling plans would have to 
be weighed heavily in terms of the effect upon the river and the area 
adjacent to it. 

Would you please advise me as soon as it is convenient what procedure 
we would have to follow in order to initiate a program of exploration 
of the Almeda property such as I have outlined in this letter. As we are 
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Mr. Donald J. Schofield, Dis Lrict r-:Ianager 
Bureau of Land Managem ent 

in the middle of conversa tions with the pr operty owners , I would like 
to be able in inform them of our level of interes t as soon as possible . 

I would like to close by saying that Homestake is sincerely concerned 
with environmental balance and we feel confident that honest cooperation 
can lead to true utilization of all our natural resour ces, scenic and 
mineral. 

Sincerely, 

~E.'~m1:;, 
Gregory E. McKelvey 
District Manager, Pacific States District 

GEM/glm 
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HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY 
PACIFIC STATES DISTRICT 

905 OLD NATIONAL BANK BUILDING 

SPOKANE, WASHINGTON 99201 

TELEPHONE < 509 > 747-2677 l1E~UW~ ~ 
DfC2 111974 

•tPf u ltW'·~ a,;, IIIJloW. :,.__~ 

• e 111111& 

Mr. Robert K. Potter, Coordinator 
Oregon Scenic Waterways System 
Highway Building 
Salem, Oregon 97210 

Dear Bob: 

By means of this letter, we are requesting the acceptance of the exploration plan 
discussed in detail below. As I promised earlier, we have outlined a program 
for evaluating the mineral potential of the previously productive Almeda Mine. I 
have confined this document to our approach to exploration on the portions of the 
four unpatented mining claims at the Almeda Mine Area which fall within the 
b0tmdaries of the Rogue River Scenic Area. Following the step by step plan, please 
find a section devoted to Homestake's possible plan beyond first stage exploration, 
and a statement disclosing the significant economic impact of a well run mine. 

It is the expressed intent of this proposed exploration program to explore for an 
ore deposit. That is, a mineral deposit which can be exploited at a profit. All 
economic evaluations will be made considering the 1) grade of ore, 2) configuration 
of ore, 3) extractability of metals from the ores, 4) harmonizing surface and 
support facilities, both removed from view as well as from within the Rogue 
River Scenic Area, and 5) cost of extraction. As 1), 2), 3), and 5) are clearly 
unknown at the present, our proposed exploration program is designed to answer 
as quickly and efficiently as possible these critical parameters. 

Soil Sampling: 

Rock Sampling: 

The collection of one to three pound samples of subsurface 
soils for the purpose of analyzing the trace quantities of 
metals and related important elements thought to be im­
portant at the Almeda. Present access is sufficient. Damage 
to forest floor is negligible as the sample is taken below 
grass level and the turf replaced. . 

Ten pound chip samples of rocks are to be collected from 
existing outcropping of rock. No additional access is necessary. 
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Mr. Robert K. Potter 
December 20, 1974 

Thlmage is neglibible. 

Surface .Geologic Mapping: 
A qualified professional geologist will construct a map of 
the geologic and mineralogic rock formations he observes. 
Using existing access, published topographic maps, oorial 
photographs, and chipping rocks from outcropping, the 
geologist will not create much damage to the land. 

Geophysical Surveys: It is anticipated that we will want to conduct Induced Polar­
ization and/or Electro Magnetic Surveys covering zones 
proven to be anomalous by the above sampling and mapping 
results. Basically, these two types of geophysical prospecting 
methods involve reading the electric characteristic of rocks 
below the surface. Necessary to achieve a successful survey, 
is the induction of a small current into the ground and 
measuring that current adjacent to the electrode. A gasoline 
powered generator with proper mufflers and spark arrestors 
is necessary to create the electricity. Wires are pulled 
from the generator through the forest during the survey. All 
wires, electrodes, and equipment is removed after the survey 
is complete. We propose to use existing roads and rehabilitate 
former roads to gain partial access. Both existing and weathered 
roads should be upgraded to withstand moderate vehicular 
traffic. It is recommended that a representative from the 
Bureau of Land Management, the Department of Environmental 
Quality, and the Oregon State Highways Division accompany 
a Homestake professional in the direction of placement of 
appropriate water bars, drainage ditches, and road grade 
improvements. Where roads do not provide sufficient access 
for a geophysical survey, we plan the use of a helicopter 
to lift heavy equipment and personnel to remote stations with 
minimal damage anticipated. Out of necessity, a small number 
of helipads would be constructed. The selective clearing of 
vegetation in areas not visible from the river should be ade­
quate. Disposal of removed ve~tation would be at the direction 
of the appropriate regulatory agencies. 

Underground Exploration: 
The intent of gaining access to the existing 7, 339 feet of 
working is to determine the grade of material left, ascertain 

- - - --- - ------------------~ 
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Mr. Robert K. Potter 
December 20, 1974 

the configuration of the metal bearing zones, and delineate 
untested possibilities. A detailed geologic map will be sup­
_plemented by ten pound rock samples analytical for a suite 
of elements. To gain access we submit the following 
sequence, safety precausions, and environmental safeguards. 
1) Enter tunnel number 3. The tunnel is open and dry. Minor 
road rehabilitation (as discussed in geophysical surveys 
above) will speed access. The usual underground safety pre­
cautions quite possibly will be supplemented by the temporary 
installation of ventilation. A portable gasoline fan operating 
at the portal is considered the best alternative. This work 
will in no way disturb or contaminate the surface. 2) Reopen 
tunnel number 1. The west portal has been completely dry 
for the past several months. A minor amount of fallen rock 
in the portal is passable to a man. This small amount of 
material should be removed and new timbers placed in the 
adit to prevent additional caving during our program. It is 
possible that this tunnel can be reopened with no reease of 
panned up ..vater. The material removed from the portal 
would be dumped down the dangerously open shaft adjacent 
to the portal. In addition a sump and ditch would be excavated 
at the portal to divert any water to the collar of this shaft. 
This rock and water added to this shaft would be readily 
absorbed into existing deeper working. A ventilation system 
most likely would be necessary. The remainder of material 
necessary to support any underground activity (fuel, timber, 
etc.) would be stored away from the portal, out of sight 
from the river. Within sight from the river and adjacent 
highway would be the compressor--ventilation unit and any 
human activity. Some sound is also expected from the equip­
ment. Once access has been gained to this level, we anti­
cipate evaluating the rehabilitation of internal raises (con­
nections between existing levels), to evaluate levels not 
open on the surface. Such operations would have no surface 
effect. 

TI1e above exploration activity should be sufficient to determine whether or not 
there is enough room for high enough grade material at the Almeda. From the 
data gathered, we would be at the first major decision point. 

I wish to point out that the tunnel (Number 1 level) nearest the Rogue River is not 
proposed for reopening during the initial exploration effort. Acidic (ph=2. 85) metal-



Page 4 
Mr. Robert K. Potter 
December 20, 1974 

iferous waters are dammed behind the caved portal. Although clear as it overflows 
the dam, once released it is expected to pick up considerable suspended material 
while draining. Construction of a sump, settling ponds, etc. are possible; however, 
these would be susceptible to flood levels of the Rogue River. We hope suf-
ficient information can be obtained from the higher, more access able workings . . 
Crude estimates give a volumn of 13,000 cubic feet of water that historically 
has taken two to four hours to drain. Chemical analysis of the water presently 
draining into the river is appended to this letter. 

Based on results from the above discussed exploration effort, a drilling program 
would necessarily follow if the economics prove sufficient incentive. Again, economic 
evaluation would be based on underground mining methods with visually removed 
surface facilities. 

Surface Drilling: Testing for economic mineralization by drilling from surface 
sites is the cheapest and least damaging means of continued 
exploration. The location of specific drill sites is decided 
by the results of the above initial exploration. Wherever 
possible, existing roads would be used. However, it is an­
ticipated faat new spur roads and drill sites would have to 
be constructed. Basically, a drill site is a level area with 
a sump for water used in drilling that should be no larger 
than 30 feet square. We consider it essential to require 
close cooperation with the appropriate regulatory agencies 
to plan the road and drill site layout. Salvaging commercial 
timber along the road, the disposal of slash and the closing 
and rehabilitation of these roads is planned. I::nmage is an­
ticipated to be small. Proper drainage ditches should elimin­
ate erosion, while rehabilitation of the disturbed areas should 
be speedy in this generally lush country. During the actual 
drilling, muffled noise is inevitable. 

Underground Drilling: Drilling for ore grade material from underground locations 
will be considered. The net effect of this type of work would 
be additional human activity at the portal and additional 
ventilation and compressed air capacity located at the tunnel 
entrance. Sufficient space and road access exist presently 
for such activities. 

At the conclusion of preliminary drilling, the second major decision point is 
reached. If all results and economic evaluation are favorable, additional drilling 
is warranted. The impact of this drilling is the same as discussed above. Once 
a body of ore is delineated (generally five or so years from the initial work), 
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mining plans, surface plants, access to the deposits, etc. can be specifically 
proposed. The only part of these future plans that can be committed now, is 
that the location of surface facilities harmonize with the surroundings and 
should not be obvious from the river, that the access to this site not cross 
the river at any new location, that the effluities conform with all regulations, 
and that the mining method adopted does not disturb the surface. Beyond these, 
no mining organization can submit anything but speculation. It is impossible to 
be specific about something yet to be found. 

I am confident that the net environmental and scenic impact at the Almeda result­
ing from the above discussed exploration plan is far less than that already in 
existence. The Rogue River flows directly on outcropping of massive pyrite that 
contains trace quantities of copper, lead, zinc, silver, and mercury. The river 
has contended with these outcroppings for thousands of years. The small rapids 
created over these rocks must prove some challenge to the area recreationalists 
who actively use the river. In our estimation, exploration and mining done by 
prudent professionals within the scope and intent of the laws of men and nature 
is compatable with the Rogue River Scenic Area. 

Any considerat::.on of ai1 exploration program would not be complete without a 
summary of the economic impact of a potential mine on the local community. 
The creation of new wealth (the production of a new usable commodity), always 
aids those adjacent to it. A mine could employ as many as 100 people with a 
direct imput of nearly $150,000 per year. In addition, suppliers, utilities, and 
the state benefit by direct purchasing and payment for goods and taxes. Perhaps 
as much as $500,000 a year will be created and injected into the local economy. 
Such an impact is an important, efficient utilization of public lands, especially 
if it does not detract from the present value of the land. 

Appended to this report are Xerox copies of mine maps which I have taken from 
the State of Oregon Department of Geology and Mineral Industries, Short Paper 
24, "The Almeda Mine, Josephine County, Oregon," by F. W. Libbey, 1967. This 
paper is by far the best record of the Almeda, and clearly shows the extent of 
the workings relative to the river. It does not show, however, all the roads at 
the Almeda. For this, I refer you to the excellent aerial photographs taken in 
1971 for the Oregon State Highway Division. 

I appreciate the opportunity to work with you on a problem which we consider 
worthy of cooperation. I suggest as a prelude to any final decisions, that we 
collectively make a trip to the Almeda to review first hand the problems and 
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our considered solutions. I am confident that discussions in the field will yield 
effective solutions. As always, we appreciate your cander and request your con­
fidence~ 

Respectfully, 

Gregory E. McKelvey 
District Manager, Pacific States District 

GEM/glm 

Enclosures: 1) Mine Maps 
2) Aerial Photos 

cc: Gale A. Hansen, Homestake Mining Company 
Kess Cannon, Department of Environmental Quality 

,✓Andy Corcora.."'1, Geology & M:ineral fudustries 
John McKean, Wildlife Commission 
Stan Lester, BLM State Off ice 
Ken Mak, BLM, Medford 
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MIDVALE OFFICE 

Date: 

Client: 

Client Order No.: 

Report On: 

Submitted by: 

Date Received: 

Analysis: 

Analytical Methods: 

Remarks: 

cc: 

Sample No. 

#1 

Sample No. 

#1 

P. 0. BOX 337 • 1323 W. 7900 SOUTH • MIDVALE, UTAH 84047 • PHONE: (801) 255•3558 

December 18, 1974 

Homestake Mining Company 
Suite 905, Old National Bank Bldg. 
Spokane, WA 99201 

None 

1 water sample 

Mr. Ron Parker 

December 2, 1974 

1 
Page 1 of .... ··-······· ......... . 

RMGC Numbers: 

74-46-27SL· Local Job No.: .......... ... ..... ...... . 

Foreign Job No.: ................... . 

M-5492 
Invoice No.: ........... ................ . . 

Copper, Lead, Zinc, Nickel, Cadmium, Cobalt, Chrome, Arsenic, 
Iron and pH. 

Arsenic determined colorimetrically; others done by atomic 
absorption. 

Enc. 
File 

(2) 
( 2) 

LRR:kmm 

6.7 

ppm 
Cobalt 

.1 

ppm 
Lead 

• 2 

ppm 
Chrome 

-.1 

ppm 
Zinc 

ppm 
Nickel 

15.3 -.1 

ppm 
Arsenic 

-.1 

ppm 
Cadmium 

ppm 
Iron 

47 

.06 

2.85 

All values are reported in pars per million unless specified oth~rwise. A minus sign (-) is lo be read "less than" and o plus sign ( +) "greater 
than." Values in parenthesis ore estimates. This analytical reporl is the confidential property of the above mentioned client and for the protaction 
of this client and ourselves we reserve the right lo forbid publication or reproduction of this report or any port thereof without written permission. 

ND= None Detected 1 ppm= 0.0001 % 1 Troy oz./ton = 34.286 ppm 1 ppm= 0.0292 Troy oz./ton 
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STATE OF OREGON 
DEPARTMENT OF GEOLOGY AND MINERAL INDUSTRIES 

2033 FIRST STREET 
BAKER , OREGON 

Mro Len Hamp 
State Assay Office 
239 Southeast "H" St. 
Grants Pass, Oregon 

Dear Len; 

1069 STATE OFFICE BUILDING 
PORTLAND, OREGON, 97201 

Febo 17, 1964 

239 SOUTHEAST "H" STREET 
GRANTS PASS, OREGON 

Just a brief reminder in ease you havn 't already done so. Did you check 

with the local library or historical society about the history of di1Jcovery 

of the Almeda Mine? I think I mentioned to you that Mr. Libbey is working 

on a report on s:>me of these old mines and needs some background information 

on the early discoveries. 

Hope the weather is as miserable down your way as it ls up here. 
n 

Best regards, 



;. c:;rneco tt Explorntio11 
'1GOO Ki0l1kn I ;i11p 

ll 11tld111q l S11i l r> ?1fl 
il<>11n, NV fl()'i02 
1nl0plln110 (7n?J fl?'> '?77'? 
r 010copv ( 702) 8'?!> :?q i7 

January 11, 1988 

Mr. Jim Dingman 
P. 0. Box 71 
Selma, OR 97538 

RE: e Josephine County, Oregon 

Dear Jim: 

Kennecot1 

This letter is to followup your request to give a critique of the Almeda Mine 
property. As you know, in 1986 Kennecott acquired the mineral rights of the 
Almeda, permitted an exploration program, drilled 17 holes, performed 
followup reclamation, and then returned the property to Wes Pieren. The 
following observations on various topics are based on my work at Almeda as 
project manager. 

Wild and Scenic Corridor. 

The mention of such government designations as wilderness area, wildlife 
refuge, and wild and scenic river usually sends mining companies out the 
nearest door. This was almost the case with us at Almeda. The Almeda mining 
claims were located by Wes Pieren before the wild and scenic law was enacted. 
These grandfather claims literally created a "loophole" in the wild and 
scenic law for the owner to explore and mine them. Never the less, just the 
designation of wild and scenic river will still stop most mining companies 
from taking an additional step to determine if exploration-mining and the law 
are compatible. Unfortunately, we have no legal precedent that I'm aware of 
that has tested mining in a wild and scenic corridor. Until then, the Almeda 
property carries a heavy burden which it probably should not have, and mining 
companies will probably not go to the effort to initially explore the 
property and, if successful, mine it. 

Ore Potential. 

Our exploration objective at the Almeda was to find a large deposit that 
would be mined by underground methods. We were looking for ten million tons 
that would grade 0.15 opt Au, 4 opt Ag, and 1.5% Cu over a mineable width of 
about 20 feet. (This was the historical grade of the old Almeda mine.) Our 
drilling found significant low grade mineralization surrounding pods of rock 
that would assay the above grades. I now fee 1 that the property does not 
contain ten million tons but may still contain about one million tons of the 

Cl 
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above grade. This size deposit could be contained in a mass of rock 20 feet 
wide, 500 feet deep, and 1000 feet long. Because of the poddy character of 
the ore, this one million tons may be spread out into several pods which may 
be difficult to locate unless detailed drilling is done. 

Our drilling found that significant low grade mineralization is found 
stratigraphically below (to the west) of the highly mineralized, barite 
horizon which was our main target. If an open Q.!__! was designed, then the 
minable deposit may be 100 feet wide, 250 feet deep, and 2500 feet long. 
This deposit would contain about 5,200,000 tons of material that might grade 
0.05 opt Au, 1 opt Ag, and 0.5% Cu. Mining this zone might remove an 
additional 20 million tons of unmineralized rock surrounding the ore zone. 
Please note that additional drilling is required to prove up this possible 
reserve tonnage and grade. 

With my wide background in gold deposits in the western U.S., I feel that the 
Almeda would be a mine today if it were anywhere but on the Rogue River. It 
is probably one of the better properties in southwest Oregon, preceded only 
by the Turner-Albright. 

I hope this answers any questions you have, Jim. I still hope to come up and 
visit you and Wes sometime. Please give Wes my warmest regards. 

SOC/ab 

Cl 

Very sincerely, 

_. (~~ 
Steven D. Craig 7 
Senior Geologist 
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NEIL GOLDSCHMIDT 
GOVERNOR 

Department of Geology and Mineral Industries 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE 
910 STATE OFFICE BLDG ., 1400 SW 5th AVE., PORTLAND, OR 97201-5528 PHONE (503)229-5580 

Jim Barlow 
Division of State Lands 
1445 State Street 
Salem, OR 97310 

Dear Jim: 

March 

The Department has received the exploration data from Kennecott 

Exploration for the Prospecting Permit PRP-90 at the Almeda mine. 

Therefore, the Firm's bond can be released. 

JJG:rm 
cc: Steven D. Craig 

Sincerely, 

Jerry J. Gray 
Economic Geologist 



• ·• t<er:-necott Exploration 
4600 K1etzke Lan e 
Building L . Su ite 230 
Reno . NV 89502 
Telephone (702) 825-2772 
Telecopy (702) 825-2977 

January 29, 1987 

Mr. John D. Beaulieu 
Department of Geology and Mineral Industries 
910 State Office Building 
Portland, OR 97201 

Kennecot1 

RE: Exploration Data - Prospecting Permit 
PRP-90, Almeda, Josephine County, Oregon 

Dear Mr. Beaulieu: 

Attached is our exploration data as required by our Prospecting Permit 
PRP-90. This permit was recently cancelled. This exploration work was 
conducted in NE 1/4 Sec. 24, T34S, R8W (see the attached location map). 

Our exploration work on Oregon state lands consisted of drilling five reverse 
circulation holes into the southern extension of the Big Yank-Almeda Mine 
mineralized zone. The target was to test the down dip extension of surface 
mineralization that assayed 2 opt Au and 30 opt Ag. This zone pinched with 
depth and we found no ore grade mineralization. 

The following list describes the exploration data we are providing the 
Department of Geology: 

1. Location Map 
2. Plan and Cross Sections 
3. Assays 
4. Dri 11 Logs 

If you have any questions, please feel free to call me. 

SDC/ab 
Enclosures 
cc: J. Barlow 

S. C. Potter 

Sincerely, 
r 

St~i;; 
Exploration Geologist 

An ooe1,.t 1nu comr•an) u' Tt,e Srandarc! O·I Com:,any (Ot11c,, 
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