Mareh 2, 1950

Mrs. Mary Carney
1629 Bevarly Blvd.
Los Angeles, California

Dear Hrs. Carnsy:

This acknowledges reseipt of your letter of recent date concerning the Almeda
Consolidated Mines Company.

The State Corporation Commissioner informs me that the Almeda Consolidated
Mines Company which filed articles July 25, 1905, was disesolved by proclamation
of the Governor January 21, 1919, fox failure to pay its annual license fees
and to file its annual report. According to the last report filed June 29,
1516, Thomas 8. Burley was President and Hortense Thurman was Secretary and
Treasurer, both of 208 Board of Trade Building, Portland, which was the location
of the principal office.

It would appear that since the record is so old ihere would be little chance of
obtaining any informatiofr of value to you from the above-named former officers
of the company. :

Just how the ownership of the ground which contains the Almeda mine stands I

do not know., If the land was unpatented, it seems likely that the ownership
could be obtained by writing the County Recorder, Grants Pass, Oregon, who
ought to have a record of assessment work done on these claims, If the ground
was patented, the mine was on the tax rolls and information concerning ownership
oould be obtained from the County Assessor, Grants Fass, Oregon.

If this Department can supply any further information, please feel free to call
upen us. '

Very truly yours, |

Director
Mlsir

e, < O R e



Mauvrice HubpsonN
CORPORATION COMMISSIONER
SALEM, OREGON
March 1, 1950

Mr. F. ¥. Libbey, Director
State Department of Geology
and Minersl Industries
702 Woodlark Building

Portland 5, Cregon

Dear Mr. Libbey:

ALMEDA CONSOLIDATED uINES COMPANY, which
filed articles July 25, 1905, was dissclved by
proclamation of the Governor January 21, 1919
for failure to payv its snnuel license fees ang
to file 1ts annuval repcrts. According to the
last rencort filed June 29, 1916, Thos. S. Burley
was President, and Hortense Thurman wes Secretary
and Treasurer, both of 206 Board of Trade Build-
ing, Portland, which was the location c¢f the
prineipal office.

truly yours,

Maurice Hudson
CORPORATION COMMISSIONER

ST"S‘TF iy o
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February 28, 1950

¥r. Maurice Budson
State Corporation Commissioner
Salem, Oregon
Dear Nr. Hudson:

¥ill you please inform me of your records con-
oesrning the Almeda Consclidated Mines Gompany incor-
porated in the State of Oregon about 19057

Thanking you,

'.27 m yours,

Director




November 8, 1956

Mr. Clyde R, Caritem
235 East Holly Strest
Pasadens, Califernis

Dear Mr. Carltem:

In response to your lstter of November 2, we find that
the Almeda mine in Josephime County has a recorded predustion
in rownd figures of $108,000. Valuss were contained im gold,
silver, copper, and lead.

Amawmnmm-mhmma
! bal Mines Handbook for Josephine Coumty, copies
of vhic [Table at a cost of $1.25 postpaid. The
M,nmm,mmmcformm,m
m{ resent work being some exploration with diamond drills
in 1953.

A list of our pwblications is snclosed for your further

information.
Sincerely yours,
Ralph 8. Masom
Mining Engineer

RSM1lk

HEnel.




235 East Holly Street
Pasadena, California
November 2, 1956

Department of Geology
1069 State Office Building
Portland, Oregon

Gentlemen: s :‘

"."3
My father,” Mr. Phillip Holdsworth, worked in the Almeda mine,
located in the Galice Mining District, Josephine County, Oregon.
I would like to know what amount of ore and what kind has been
taken out, and when.

He last worked the mine in 1941 and 1942, and has since died,
Now I have acquired an option on these five claims and would like

to know if the title to this property is clear and also all information
on the mine that is available from the time the mine was first

worked.
Sincerely,
Wk /0 Cahu Lo
Clyde R. Carlton
CRC:rb
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P. HL. HOLDSWORTH
CONSULTING MINING ENGINEER
9909 64TH AVENUE SOUTH
RIER KTOEX WOAXH.

Galice, Oregon,

Oct. 1 2 th 1941

Mre. kerl K. Nixon,
Oregon Emergency Coordinatoer of *ines
Fortland, Oregon.

Dear Sir: ALMEDA MINE

I have your letter of October 9th, together with
your letter of the 4th to lr. L.A. Levensaler _nd his answer
to you of the 6ths

The name of the operetmr of the Almed, should be
¥. 1. Holdsworth end the .ddress is Galice, Oregon. The name
of the operator as given in your letter of the 9th is in errvor
s to imitials only.

The number of men anployed is averaging sbout twenty
when wo are able to get supplies <to Keep them busy. Ve a re
mining =t pressnt 40 to 60 tons of shipning ore per day.

Trusting that this inforretion is =11 thet 1is
racuired to obtein the necessary preference rating, I =m,

Yours very truly,

:W/M%

. Holdsworth,
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¥Yr, Barl X. ¥ixon, Director,

State Department of Geology & Mineral Industries,
702 Vioodlark EBuilding,

Portland, Oregon.

Dear MNr. Hixon:

I wish toc thank you very kindly for your favor of

the 4th.

The 4lmeda liine is being operated under my name.
Beginning June 1, I interested a few Californla friends in
financing Mr. Holdsworth. Ve have an operating agreement
on the mine and the operation is being carried on in my
name. Ve are employing kr. Boldsworth as superintendent
and he makes practically =ll the purchuases. Ilicwever, thers
are times when I meke some purchases here from machinery
houses. Therefore I do not think it matters very much
wnether the mine serial numwber is issued in lMr.Hcldsworth's
nare or mine sc far as the Almeda ig concerned.

Lgain thanking you for your courtesy and with

personal regards, I am

Sincerely,

-V
| )\\ Q\ MWD QL\

CC-lr., Hcoldsworth




October 4, 1941

Mr. Lewis A. Levensaler

1408 Hoge Building
Seattle, Wash,

Dear Mr. Levensaler:

Your letter of September 26th written to Governor &prague
in regard %o mining priorities has been referred to me.

I wish to advise that the Almeda Nine, Callice, Oregon, was
included in cur list for certification fowsarded to the
Priorities Division, 0ffice of Production NManagesment, September
30th. This was for the purpose of certifiocstion. The operater
of the mine was given as ¥r. R. S. Holdsworth and'his widress
Galicse, Qregems That was in assordence with our records.

If you are the opsrator rather than Mr. Holdswerth, please
advise me promptly especially in the svent orders for equipe
ment or inventory under P=% will be placed by you rather
tmabyﬁr;ﬂowb

Best wishes,
Cordially yeurs,
D : g
(Oregon Bsergency Coordinator
of Mines)
Hia0 : \

" oo Gov, Sprague
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U-AOCT 3 1941

STATE DEpP T OF GEOLL ISR
& MINERAJ_ I; NDS.

The Honorable Charles A, Sprague,
The Governor of Oregon,
Salem, Oregon.
Dear Sir:

I have been informed that the 0ffice of
Production Management 1s communicating with Governors
of the various states with relaticn to certification
of operating mines for serial numbers. If so, I wish
you would include my name for a serial number as I am
operating & property in the State of Oregon. It is the
old Almeda copper mine with appreciable amounts of
gold and some sllver. While the property is in
Oregon all federal and state report records are kept

in Seattle.

Thanking you for due consideration, I am

Very truly yours,

retomot 226, Eqik L Mo ncon.

For report in duplicata to Governor R W
| Ior reply Ciract to inguirer-copy for our files L— . ‘

iote and retarn with comment
Note and return
EXECUTIVE DRPARTMENT




March 3, 1942

Almeda Mine
1408 Hoge Building
Seattle, Washington . t

Gentlemen;

In checking over ocur files contuaining reports of rated purchases

made under O.P.M. Order P-56, we find that you have not reported e
for the month of January, 1942, This report wac due in this

office by February 10. .

The administrator of ¥iniog Branch, Pricrities Division, ils rather

strict about huving these reports on {ile and ut apny time an

inspector from the Ofi'ice of Production Management may check on

these reports. For your own pretectlion you should keep your

reports strictly and promptly up-to-date, Othervise the idmini-

strator mey cancel your gerial nusmber, Please give this matter

your immedlate atitention end file the January report et once.

Alse piease note that the February report is wue on or before :
March 10.

¥e do mot wish to make it difficult for you and realize that
most mining operations have a multitude of reports to make, How-
ever, we sre entrusted with a certain duty by the Office of
Production Management und have no recourse but to notify the
Adminigtrator if the reports do not coms in with ressonzble
prompiness.

Very itruly yours,

Earl K, Nixon
Oregon Emergency Coordinator
of Mines

FWL:E&N: §r



March 6, 1942

¥r. P. H. Holdsworth
Gelice, Oregon

Dear Mr. Holdsworths

You asked me gome time ago to get some information for you on
the market-wise position of barite. I recall that you have
some rather substantial lenses of this material im the hanging
wall sone at the Almeda, I bave just been informed by Washing~
ten authoritlies that the situation is as follows as regards .
barite.

There are guite numerous and abundent deposits of bariti: ini
GCeorgia and Missouri and other commercial deposits in several

of the southern and middle~western states which are now being
worked. The present war needs are being supplied gquite adeguately.
The suthorities in Washington fesl that & burite deposit in QOregon
would be rather hard to develop commerclally because all of the
materisl would have to be sghipped Easte -

There 18 no change apparently in the productlion of barite itself,
there is howevar need for incressed productive capacity for barium
carbonate, a basic material used in munitions manufacture.

Very truly yours,

Director



BEN W. COUTANT
i K

Misc. 1941.

YOUR FILE................iiieenan

ADDRESS YOUR REPLY

0. 0fficial Administrator.

THE GOVERNMENT OF
THE PROVINCE OF BRiTISH COLUMBIA

Prince Rupert, B. C.,
November 1l4th, 1941,

F.W. Libbey, Esq.,

Mining Engineer,

State Department of Geology & Mineral Industries,
702 Woodlark Building,

PORTLAND, OREGON, U.S.A.

Dear Mr. Libbey: Re: Estate Peter Millar Long.

I am very much obliged for
your letter of the 6th instant and en-
closures re the Alameda Consolidated Mines
Company. The information contained there-
in is quite sufficient for my purpose and
it will not therefore be necessary for you
to deal further with the matter.

I assure you I appreciate
very much your courtesy in replying so

fully.
Y .
ours truly/, /o et é{
— PR = o o2
O
Norman A. Watt, /
NAW/DM OFFICIAL ADMINISTRATOR.

MF® 5 [ry o
IUnovig g o

STAT: | GY
SN G
& MINERAL INDS,




OFFICE OF COUNTY CLERK
JOSEPHINE COUNTY, OREGON ; gi;’-{

GRANTS PASS, OREGON, faTE iy

October 27, 1941. & Miviap,y

Mr, Earl K. Nixon,Director,

. State Department of Geology and Mineral Industries,
702 Woodlark Building, ' ‘
Portland, Oregon.

Dear Sir:

- In reply to your recent inquiry about
the Almeda Mine, balow Galies, will advise that
Josephlifie TOURty has not been acting as trustee
or reosiver of this property. 1 have made some
inquiry about this property end find that you
could probably get the information you wish by
writing to Mr. A. C. Hough, Grants Pass, Oregon,
or to Mr. Harry Sordy, Galice, Oregon.

Yours very truly,

Clerk.
BWC :EH



Octobar 21, 1941

Clerk of the County Court
Grants Pass, Oregon

Dear Sir:

- We wish to inquire about the arrangment under which the Almeda
Mine, below Galice, is being operated and sometiing about the
present status of title if you have that informetion.

%e recall that there is quite a history to the title of this
property and would like to know whether the County Court of
Josephine County is the trustee or receiver, whether the pro-
perty is being operated on some sort of parmit from him, or
just what is the arrangment.

If the Court is acting as receiver presumably there are
opposing interests concerned, and we would like to have sone
statement as to the claims of the parties thereto.

Thanking you, I am,

 Yours very truly,

Director
ENiac




October 30, 1940

Hr. B. Jo Rym
1912 Green Street
San Prancisco, Califormia

Dear Mr. Ryan:

Your lstter of recent date, addressed to the State Bureau of Mines, Salem,
has been referred to this office for reply. ‘

The Almeda Mine is loceted about four miles morth of the town of Galice on
the Rogue Eiver. This office has no record of ownership of the property,
but my understanding is thet it belongs to an estate, Information as o
who paye taxes could be obtained from the County Assessor, Josephine
County, Grants Pass, Oregon, but I am gquite sure that you could obtain

all details b}' 'riting Mr. P, H. Holdmrt'h’ 9909 - &th Btr”t, South,
Seattle, Washington, Nr. Holdsworth waz superintendent of the property
for sever:zl years and quite recently, I am informed, was in charge of some
diamond driiling work on the property.

A very comprehensive description of the mine, including geclogy and eco-
nomics, is given in the United Btates Bureau of Hines Circular No. 2,
This may be secured free of charge by writing the Director, United States
Bureau of Mines, ¥ashington, D. C.

A smelter was built on the property in 1908, but a subsequent fire destroyed
it, togethoer with other portions of the mine's surfuce plant. The smelter
was not successful in treating the ore seconomically dus, in part at least,
to the barite gangue in the ore which geve trouble in fluxing, Production
records show that from 1911-1916 16,613 tons of ore yielded 1,539.87 ounces
of gold, 48,387 ounces of silver, and 259,800 pounds of copper. Also

5,189 tons of ore yielded 7,197 pounds of leed.’

Shenon, in Circular No, 2 mentioned above, describes the orebody at the
idlmeda Mine as occurring in a wide sone of intense silicification known as
the Big Yank lode that follows close to the contact of a porphyritic dacite
and argillite of the Gsllce Pormation.  According to J. 8. Diller of the
United 8tates Geological Survey, who studied the general region, ths con-
tact between the slates and the igneous rock, with which the Big Yank lode
ie associated, may be treced for over 20 miles in a direction about
"N+ 30°B, from Briggs Oreek Valley to Cow Creek at Reuben Spur,




The Big Yank lode for the most part congists of silicified rock containing
pyrite. In places the ailicified 2one has been partly or wholly replaced
by barite and sulphides which constitute the richer ore shoots. Two types
of ore have been deacribed, namely, siliceous gold-sllver ore &nd copper
ore with barite. An analysis of the po-called siliceous gold-silver ore,
according to the former menagement of the mine, is as followst

SilicBs « ¢« o w « & o 62.%
Ferrous oxide + « + « 11.5%
Calcium oxide + « « « 2.1%
Barium oxide. « s+ « » '8.1’
Aluminag 5 ¢ ¢ 2 o » o 556‘
Snlphm" ® s s 8 e s 8 803’
COPPOTre o v o o » o &

0.3%
Gold, ounces per ton. 0./
Silver, o8, per ton.. 6.4

Some channel samples takser by Diller in this orebody did mot check the above
gold and silver resulis.

Results of a partial analysis of & sample collected by Diller indicate.
¥ilues in the copper~barits orebodies,~

8i110Bs s % ¢ % « » & 0.31$
Barium sulpbate « » » 68.21%
Caloium oxide + « « « 1,013
COPPET'e o o o 2 & o o 6102$

Goid, ounces per ton. 0.10
8ilver, * n e 7.78

Large bodied of medium to low grade ore have been indicated by previous
underground work., Poesibly the latér diamond drilling referred to above,
may have developed or proved additional ore, and 1t may be that ir, Holds-~
worth would confirm thig if you would commwmicete with him,

If there is any further information I can give you, I shall be pleased to
do 80,

fours very truly,

FiLiwm F. %. Libhey
#ining Engineer



0OCT 0 1912 nreen St.
0 30 194 San Francisco, Calif.

STATE L... . <EOLOQY
& MINERAL INDS.

Ee e

State Bureau Of Mines
Salem, Oregen.

Dear Sirs:

Will vou kindly send me what informatinn you have on a property
¥nown as the *Alameda Mlne" in Josephine county.

the nroduction record, ¢nziaoeers repyort,

“ I would like to have
4 may have on the

the famé and address of the owmer, and any other data Vo
mine and the adjoining country.

Tnanx you.




March 2, 1940

dr. P, . Holdsworth
9909 ~ 64th South
Zeattle, Yashington

Dear Yr. Holdsworths

Thank you for vour recent letier which arrived while [ was sway
in the East, =

I sppracists your giviag permissing to Mre. Treasner for inspec-
tion of your drlii cores &t the proper time and agsure you that
we did not want &ny inferustlion, the giving »f which would em-
berrass sither you or the future af the Almeda propsrty in any
way. I fuily understand the situation you are in., Owr wish is
to encournge miniag in the distirict and egpeclally to encourags
sound enginesring and geolegic work, and we would not think of
pregsing you for anyibing which you were reluctant to give.

¥e are undertaking for this summer a geclogiecal survey of the
Jalice District, HNr. Treasher wiil carry thies cut, ¥ou m&y be
ables to get some desirable information from him, and it is pos-
#ible that you may them be in a position to give him some Infor-
aation,

¥ith best wishez, I am

Sinecerely ycurs,

A Director

ce:  Hr, Ray C. Tresasher




Pobruary B, 1840

¥y, _P- H. Holdsworth
Alumods Mine
Gallec, Oregon

Daoay Mr. Holdsworth:

I heve juat writiten to Mr. Ford HeComieck requesting thst he so-
operate with you in regard to the assay work. I hope you can work

out an srrangenent 6c that you oan gel your assaying dome proupily,
beoauss 1 anr very oonsdlous of the necessity of prompt assay control
during the dlsmond drilling exploration. I have hed a good many

yoars experience with dfemond arilling and wsll realize youwr situation,

I en wondering if you would be willing to let our Field Osologist Nr.
Ray €, Treasher, whose headguarters aye at Orents Pass, inspeot your
drill cores from time %o time as a matier of fnformetion for us and
with the poseibility thet we might be able %o Be of sorvice to you at
soms time or othsr. I do not know what arrangement you have with Mr.
Hillis for dispoeition of the ecorss but hope that you will retain them
propexly laboled untll such %ime as you may give us pormission to have
s look at them. ¥e might dssirs to have soms of them assayed, might
possibly went to malke thin seotions, and the result of any of this work
would be availzble to you and Mx, Hillis.

1 sm making this request for the particular vesson that we hope %o
carry out a geologioal murvey of the minerelized area within e radiuns
of several miles of the Rand this sumwer, and diumond drill evidense
will be quite importamt in our work.

Reapectfully youra

Director

Bshi
o0 Nr. Eillie
Hr, Treashor




June 7, 1967

TO¢ Hollis M, Dole
FROM: PF. W. Libbey

Your letter dasted June 5 with enclosures has
bean recsived,

I started on the study of the Almeda mine in
1963, probably im April or May judging from letters
to Holdsworth and Herbert in your files,

If you wuld like any further details, let me

know, I have sows notes in ay files which X have
besn going over but nothing pertineat to the daste,

FLijr



June 3, 1967

Mr, P, W, Libbey
Biltmore Apartuments (#208)
2014 N.W, Glisan

Portland, Oregon
Dear Mr, Libbey:

I am trying to pin down the approximate date on which the
Departmsnt, through you, embarked upon the study of the
Almeds mine, Do you recall approximately the month and
year in which you started your investigation?

I recall that following publication of the report on the
Oregon King in 1962 we discussed the posaibility of a
similar report on other mines. I am not certain, howmwver,
when this project was first authorized,

Any help you can give me on this will be appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

Hollis M, Dole
BO:jr Bum Geologist




June 24, 1964

70: Len Ramp
FROM: F. W. Libbey

The maps which you sent with your letter of the 18th which were
loaned you by Wesley Pleren are enclosed. Thanks wvery mmuch.

I would like to see the 14 pounds of legal documents and 1f I
can 1 will come to Grants Pass sometime and look them owver.

Best regardsa.

PUL:jr
Encl,



October 19, 1964

Mrs, Ylora Wickham

c/o Mr. Pailip Wickham

U,8. Forest Service Ranger Station
Gold Beach, Oregon

Dear Mrs, Wickhsm:

Your letter, plus the envelope with enclosures from Mr, Wickham's
sister, were on my desk vhen I arrived Mondsy sorning, I em
mt;::y I was unable to eall you by phone before you left to visit
Philip,

I wish to thank you very such for sending this materisl. I will
turn it over to Mr. Libbey and when he has reviewed it I will
return it to you, I appreciste your {nterest in this,

I bave talked to Mr, Easley concerning the Ashland mine and am
convinced in my owa mind that he is doing this strictly as a
tourist promotion, As to his dealings with you, I hesitate to
commant .

1 hope and know that you will have a fine visit with Philip and
I would appreciaste it if you would give him my best regards.

Sincerely yours,

Bollis M. Dole
State Geologlist
HMD: §x




March 13, 1964

Mrs. Flora Wickham

¢/o Herman Apartments
929 S.W. Salmon

Portland, Oregon
Dear Mrs. Wickham:

I want you to know how pleased we are to get the material on the Almeds
mine.

This msterial, consisting of one small roll of maps and & cardboard folder,
has been turmed owe:r to Mr. Libbey to peruse. As you well know, it {s
difficult to determine just what concrete imformstion it has but at least
I know that it i{s in the hands of a real expert.

We also have material on the Almeds from a2 mining engineer who worked there
after Mr. NHoldsworth but even so the background is wery sketchy. I thimk
it is too bad that after all the hard work snd effort that our former gold
niners put in there is such a small record of wvhat they did deo.

Once again 1 wish to spologize for our tardimess im returning your maps.
Somstimes wvhen things go swry they just continue to get worse. This was
one of those times, Incidentally, we found the report that was uissing and
it 1is being returned to you herewith.

Thanks once gain for your kind assistance and understamding, sand as soom as
Mr. Libbey has reviewed the materfial on the Almeda mine {t will be returmed
to you.

Sincerely yours,

Hollis M. Dole
State Geologist
Dz ir
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Mr. Hollis M. Dole

State Geologist

Dept. of Geology and Mineral Industries
1069 State Office Bldg.

Portland, Oregon 97201

Dear Hollis:

You are free to use any of my information on the Almeda
mine, as you choose.

A few years ago a former Canadian associate visited the
Almeda and later wrote that he was sufficiently impressed to
want to put together an exploration project, but he questioned
the title to the claims, fearing that a waterpower reserve
would have precedence over existing claims and would block
further staking.

With best regards,

(e

Charles F. Herbert

CFH'cm
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November 23, 1964

Mr, Charles P, Herbert, Deputy Comuissioner
Alssks Department of Matural Resources

Box 1391

Junsay, Alssks

Dear Charlie:

We have been studying all the pertinent facts available to us on the Almeda
mine in Josephine County with the idea of determining whether or not we might
publish such informetion in bulletin form, Besides the material which you
sent me, we have old mine files and correspondence loaned by Mrs, Perry
Wickhem, rather woluminous records loaned by the present owner of the property,
and of course the published Federal snd State geclogical reports. Mr, Libbey
has been helping us in orgmuising the materisl and in deciding what is
important for possible publication,

As you are well sware, thers sesm to be soms attractive possibilities in the
ore deposit snd also msny quastionmerks which need a lot of further develop~
ment work snd techmical study to obtain the snswers. Fossibly s bulletin as
mentionsd might encourage soms competent group to undertske such a project
nov that base metal prices seem to bs in the ascendancy.

Assuning that we decide to go ahead with the preparation of the bulletin, will
you allow us to publish the parts of your records, including maps and logs,
vhich sppear to be impertsnt in describing your work at the Almeda? Of
course limitation of space, staff, snd budget will necessarily restrict the
mount of materisl we would be able to include, It goes without saying we
would give dus credit for anything we used,

I am wmable to predict when we could put out such & publication because we
have several projects fu the mill. Nowever I wanted to get your suthorisation
to uss your material before procesding further in our plamming.

Best regards.
Sincerely yours,
Hollis M, Dole
State Geologist
WD jr

be F.W, Libbey




May 8, 1964

AIRMAIL

Mr, Charles F. Herbert, Deputy Coumissioner
Alaska Department of Natural Resources

Box 1391

Juneau, Alaska

Daar Charlie:

Please refer to your letter to wme dated August 13, 1963, concerned with wmaterial you
sent we having to do with your investigation of the Almeda mine, Galice district,
Josephine County, Oregon.

In studying your records as well as the others we have in our files, we have come up
vith some questionmarks, espscially as to why Mr., Holdsworth, who was I know wuite
enthusiastic about the property, seemed to change his views after his diamond drill-
ing campaign, And, by the way, his dismond drill holes seemed to be in two grouwps,
indicating that he had two drilling campaigns. In ons of these the holes were
labellad A, B, C, etc., and in the other he gave them numbers up to, I believe, 16,

Originally, back in 1911, Holdsworth wrote Mr. Diller concerming his exploration on
the 300 level as you, I am sure, know., He was quite enthusiastic in his letters to
Diller, as from his dnattptian he hed & right to be. Diller himself got some ancour-
aging assays from one sawple that he took. These samples from Holdsworth, which
apparently were obtained from ore founud before he made his main gold discovery on

the 300 level, sesmed to be encouraging from the standpoint of copper as well as

the gold and :ﬂwx. For some reason we are unable to umderstamd; he didn't seem

to follow up on the copper possibilities but devoted nearly all of his atteation

to studying the gold, When these seemed to deteriorate, he evidently lost confidence,
This {s evidenced by the copy of letter in your f£i{les which Holdsworth wrote to Roy
Hillis in 1943, (The letter was not signed but from the contents I think it must
have been written by Holdsworth.) Our principal interest im this matter {s that
Foldeworth did not follow up asppacrently the copper possibilities on the 300 as des-
scribed in his correspondence with Diller. Do you know why he lost interest in the
copper and devoted nearly all of his attention to the gold?

At thie distance it seems strange that Holdsworth, in trying to get a serial number
from the War Productiom Board, did not stress the copper possibilities on the Almeda
wine. In his attempt to get & serial number he evidently used the gold possibilities
as his mein argument with WPB and, of course, was turned down,

1f you can throw any light on Roldsworth's seeming neglect of exploring the copper
possibilities on the 300, I would appreciate it very much.

Sincerely yours,

Hollis M. Dole
ir State Geologist




August 19, 1963

AIBATL

Mr. Charles F. Herbert, Deputy Coumissioner
Alaska Department of Natural Resources

Box 1391

Juneau, Alaska

Dear Charlie:

Thanks so much for your letter of Auguat 13 and the material you
sent us on the Almeda mine.

I am sorry that you were unable to find your formal report. BHow-
ever I basten to assure you that we will make very good use of
the material you sent.

For your information I am sending this material to our Grants Pass
office asking them to study it and keep it theve. If ewver you wish
this returned, please contact our Grants Pass office (P.O. Box 417).

It could very well be that we will run a geochemical sampling program
over the area of the Almeda's structure in the coming years.

Thanks again for your support im this matter.

Sincerely yours,

Hollis M. Dole
State Ceologist
BMD: ir




August 19, 1963

ALRMAIL

Mr. Charles F. Herbert, Deputy Coumissioner
Alaska Department of Natural Resources

Box 1391 :

Juneau, Alaska

Dear Charlie:

Thanks so much for your letter of Auguat 13 and the material you
sent us on the Almeds mine.

I am sorry that you were unable to find your formal report. How-
ever I basten to assure you that we will make very good use of
the material you sent.

For your information I am sending this material to our Grants Pass
office asking them to study it and keep it thave. If ewer you wish
this returned, please contact our Grants Pass office (P.O0. Box 417).

It could very well be that we will run & geochemical sampling program
over the area of the Almeda's structure in the coming years.

Thanks again for your support in this matter.

Sincerely yours,

BHollis M. Dole
State Geologist
BD: ir
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DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER [ BOX 1391—JUNEAU

August 13, 1963

Mr. Hollis M. Dole

State Geologist

1069 State Office Building
Portland 1, Oregon

Dear Hollis:

I am sorry to be so late in sending you the Almeda
information, as requested by you in your letter of July 22nd
to Phil Holdsworth. I had about a ton of books and papers to
unpack and no place to do the job properly,

Under separate cover are a roll of maps and a large
envelope of assay and other data. You may keep this material,
subject to return to me upon request at some future date.

Missing is my final report. I believe that I gave
my file copy to a Canadian company some few years ago at which
time I recommended an intensive geochemical and geophysical
search along the impressive Almeda structure. However, the
company was informed that the chain of claim ownership had been
broken after a power site reservation had been made and that
the ownership by 0. L. Hillis would be challenged.

Sincerely,

(Jlcarle T 1 destie ¥~

Charles F. Herbert
Deputy Commissioner
CFH'cm




July 22, 1963

Mr, Phil R, Holdsworth, Comnissioner
Alaske Department of Eetural Resources
Box 1391

Junsau, Alaska

Dear Phil:
Thanks ao much {or your letter of July 18.

I do hooe that you will speak te Charles Herbert on the Almeda
mine, We are undertaking & geochemical survey on select areas
within the State with mapping of certain former producers.for
publisaing as Short Papers with the hope that we can attract
more exploration of what we consider worthy properties, Conse-
quently any information that we can get hold of we are most
anxious to do so,

If luck is with me I will be in Santa Pe this December,
Begzards.
Simcercly yours,

Holiis M. Dole
State Geologist
HMDs ir




STAVE OF ALASHA | =ovemm

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER /| BOX 1391 JUNEAU

July 18, 1963

Mr. Hollis M. Dole, Director

Dept. of Geology and Mineral Industries
1069 State Office Building

Portland 1, Oregon

Dear Hollis:

As you no doubt have assumed by now, I personally
have no information which would be helpful to you in compiling
information on the Almeda mine in Josephine County. The reason
for answering your letter of May 27 at this late date is because
there is a possibility that we might be able to provide some
information on this property from another source.

Charles F. Herbert, whom I believe you have met
briefly on one occasion, is now Deputy Commissioner of this
Department. Chuck spent some time and money on the property
in question, and has indicated that he might be able to provide
you with some helpful information and possibly some stuggestions
as to where your efforts might best be directed. Chuck has just
moved here from Anchorage and as yet has not unpacked his books
and papers. When he has had an opportunity to do so, we will
ask him to pass along such information and suggestions as he feels
free to do.

Missed you at the Compact meeting at Miami last
December,

Kindest personal regards.
Sincerelryours,

Phil R. Holdsworth
Commissioner

PRH'cm ‘[}
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May 27, 1963

AIRMAIL

Mr. Phil R. Holdsworth, Commissioner of Natwral Resources
Alaska Department of Eatural Rescuroces

Box 1351

Juneau, Alaska

Dear Phil:

This Department is embarking upon & project to do detailed geology
in areas of nines and prospects that appsar to have some promise as
deterninad by sones of alteratlion, mmerous adjacent prospects, and
strength of strustures. In compiling thia information, we are going
to attempt to consoldste all the past informetion that can possibly
be put togethar,

One of the properties we would like to take another long look at is

the Almeds on the Rogue River in Josephine County which yowr Father
spent many years on, Do you have any old maps, reporis, assay data,
or other information that would be useful to us in our review of the
Almoda mine? If go we would liks very much to obtain them.

I know this is digging way back into past his‘horybnttmm::gm
can do for us will be appreciated,

Best regards,
Sincerely yours,
Bollis M. Dole
D Jr Director




STATE OF OREGON
STATE DEPARTMENT OF GEOLOGY AND MINERAL INDUSTRY

239 SOUTHEAST H STREET
P.O. BOX 417
GRANTS PASS, OREGON

July 3, 1953

Mr. Charles F. Herbert # ﬁ%
Galice Store t)t4
Merlin, Oregon D
;;)

o

Dear Sir:

The core sample that was submitted with
a sample information form dated July 2 has
been identified as an altered shale containing
thin stringers of calicte. The shale consists
largely of red iron-stained clay minerals.

Apparently this core is from the Galice

formation,

Sincerely yours,
DJW:ams David White
cc:Portland Geologist



UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF MINES

P. O. BOX 70
ALBANY, OREGON 97321

File No: AOMR 2010 D May 12, 1964

Mr. Ralph S. Mason, Mining Engineer
Department of Geology and Mineral Industries
State of Oregon

1069 State Office Building

Portland, Oregon

Dear Mr. Mason:

In answer to your May 7 letter requesting production information on the Almeda
mine, Josephine County, our records show production during the year 1942.

The only previous output was in the early 1930's and there was nothing subsequent
to 1942,

Messrs. L. A. Levensaler and P. H. Holdsworth, both of Grants Pass, shipped
to the Tacoma smelter from the Almeda in 1942. They did not return the Bureau's
production forms, so the statistics were obtained from AS&R smelter reports. The
reported production is as follows:

Ore Gold Silver Copper
(tons) (oz) (oz) (Ibs) \
Levensaler 245 554 (2263) 213(0.90 ) 600 7 b B2
Holdsworth 42 48\t.14a) 60 (| 429) -
Total 287 602 273 600 ($73)

The fact that the data had to be derived from the smelter made the figures
confidential (therefore the generalized statement in the 1942 Minerals Yearbook).

If the same situation applies to Mr. Levensaler as you indicate for Mr. Holdsworth,
particularly in light of Mr. Levensaler's more significant contribution to the total,
the production can be considered publishable (without reference to the smelter as
the source).

As you are well aware, the confidentiality stigma is a constant frustration, not

only for us in generating the figures, but for you and others who have a vital and
frequent use for them. We have no clear-cut policy (other than the clear penalty
for release of confidential information) for releasing historic data such as in this



particular case. Discretion possibly being the better part of valor, we must
be confident that there will be no repercussions from even an apparently '"'safe'
release, since it is only judgment that allows this type of disclosure. Again,
if you determine that the Levensaler interests are either presently nonexistent
or not adverse, the above information can be published. In the event there are
surviving interests, we require a written document indicating release of the
information.

We are happy to supply this kind of information and to work with you in clearing
previously undisclosed data when possible; at the same time, we hope you under-
stand the situation as it is and will probably remain until such time as there is
Congressional action to make public this type of information after a number of
years have elapsed.

Si’pcere y yours,

4 A ‘J’fd e ie
Alpan Office of Mineral Resources

A}fea —t"




UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF MINES
P. 0. BOX 70
ALBANY, OREGON 97321

File No: AOMR 2010 D May 19, 1964

Mr. Ralph Mason

Mining Engineer

Department of Geology and
Mineral Industries

State of Oregon

1069 State Office Building

Portland, Oregon

Dear Mr. Mason:

In answer to your May 14 inquiry regarding our statement concerning the
Almeda mine, Josephine County, having produced in the 1930's, our record
does not show production after 1916, except for the one year 1942, In the
cursory examination of the mine record for the 1942 production you requested,
a report received in 1931 stating there was no production was mistaken for a
report of production. We apologize for misleading you.

You might wish to compare the 1911 through 1916 statistics we recorded (see
attached table) with those you have. The 1914 Minerals Yearbook states that
the Almeda deep mine was not in production, yet our record shows output
during that year. Possibly you have some explanation for this apparent conflict
in reporting?

Sincerely yours,

|

y\Offic eral Resources

\

w, hi

Attachment
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June 22nd 1944

Mr. Rey Hillis,
Grents Pass, Oregon,

Dear Hillis:

When I came back frem seeing yeu in the Pass, I theught
I weuld try te see if it were pessible theget permissiom frem the WPB
te reepen the Almeda, Made eut an applicatien fer a serial number
and put up as geed a n ergument as I knew hew in the applicatiem,
Cevered nmet enly the pessibilities er the ere I suggested te yeu, but
the need fer kesping the werkings and equipment frem being ruined im
the gcid watere While weiting feor a decisiem, I get the smelter st
T cema te see what they ceuld de by heving their Weshingtem represeatstive
take it up with the WPB cemmuittee, and them get busy with & cepy ef the
diamend drill heles, velues etc as premised yeu. When I put it all dewn
in plain facts, I was se disgusted that I did net semd it te yeue

I finelly got a turm dewn sbselutely frem the Beard at Washingten;
end hed a re hearing with the Beard and the smelter man, and higher ups
eof the Beardjy andthen a refusal te censider " in spite of the fact that
the Taceme Smelter needed the ere". Se that is appareatly- THAT,

I am enclesing the maps, values etc fer yeur recerds, fer whet
they ere werth, They aren't tee neat, but I think you can see the picture
with them in celer then witheut. In _dditiem te the heles shewn, there were
several by Hillmen ef which you have s recerd., They would enly cenfuse this
mep if put em it. There tee many shewn as it ise These Hillmsn heles include
thres frem the 200 level, ene breast hele te cut the "sheet" on its suppesed
strike, but it preduced methimg bu w ater frem the upper lsvels; alse one
frem the fleer pf the 200 cutting dewn threugh the suppesdd sheot, te resch
the stepes THis shew ed ne velues whatever, Anether frem the fleer ef
the 200 te cut dewn threugh the shoet at 45 degrees, Ne ere em this,
Frem the 300 le vel, Hillmen put dewn three heles cresscutting the fermetien
dewn te and belew the 400 level. Ne values whetever.

I think the legend in celer is clear, but that shewn in re d will
asserding te actusl assays, fumn cleser te §10.,00 then te $20.00s Thet
pertien ef the heles which are net celered, will rum less them $2,00,
usually e trace.

Yoeu will nete thet the values in the winse cut eff entirely at frem
35 te 38 feet, The ere shipped wes cenfined nesrly entirely im the winze; er
perhaps I sheuld have said,~ the ere geed sneugh te ship was mearly all
within the winze and rszise as shewn in ink en the mape lThis fzot is berme
eut by "L" h ele, drilled frem the west dewn et 45 degrees snd cutting
threugh ths winze as shewn, with $3.15 ere befere entering the dewsw_rd
extension eof peod ere and $8.,75 after pas-ing the winze,

The enly value in "S" hele wes the first 9 feeta nd this tee was steped
eut, The enly geed ere remesining in the sectien belew the 300 level w s in
Ne 16 hele, feor 85 feet, then$11,00, snd then lewer, This hele was plt dewn
as shéwn in the fleor ef the stepe w ith the ides ef oroaaoutting that sectien
cempesed ef feur gnnnols "gstimated" te run $25.90, 829.40! $25.72, ind 24,76
and shewn en the "plan ef stepe floer" as emclesed im pemcilled circle,
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~ ROY HILLIS 2,

The term " estimsted” es epplied te this "peoket", "chimney", "sheet" er
“what hgve yiu", is the benk, It can enly be applied after eneugh drillimg,
chennel sswpling, and shipniamg has berm dene te get an idea ef what might
sefely be expwoted. And then it requires @ let of hard thinking te play safe.
Fer imstences- you hnve an assay recerd ef the chennel gamples as cut in the
fleer ¢id back ef the stepe. In the fleer the samples were 4 separete samples
reprasenting 4 sides ef an apppeximate 58 penel, On stéping and exsminatien
of the breken ere snd cere sectiems, it was shewn that marrew stringers er
veinlets were carrying prectically all ef the values, end thet it was met safe
te simply add the feur sides end diwvide by feur te "estimate” the sctusl values,
On sempliwgshowing high velues, I weul@ cut the value of that semple te 3,and in
cases of tee high values weuld out it te 1/3 , leaving the other ssamples as the
assey shewed, This has preved a geod way te de, for e m teking the highest
grade sectiem ef the stepe ( that in which the winsze was sunk) the "estimated"
values gave §70,00 per tene As a check, the assay value of the ere takem from
the steps as given by the smelter, was $72.30 per tens

On this basis, I have estimated the fleer sectiens as shown en the enclesed
mapse Persenally, I think that the actusl values as "estimated” imn the fpur
sectiens as $25.90, 2 9,40, 25,72, and 24,76, whkll met rum that geed even te
5 feet in depth, fer drilling dees net shew the values te ge belew that depth.
£ see the results eof heds Ne. 16)

The ¢ld drill hele "M" drivem seuth frem the stepe, shewed the first tem
feet te rum $12.30 and the se cend 10 feet te rum $50,75, the balence of the
80 feot hele te have me velue whet ever, On acceunt ef thet sectien ef cere r
= ruaning $50.75, 1 drifted seuth, fellewing the drill hele, ssmpling the face efter
& each reund, snd the entire muck frem e“ch reunds The first ten feet was belew
5 five dellars as shewn, and the secen d ten feet shewed a stringer eof maximum
width ef 8 imches,tetal heighth feathéring eut in S“fﬁot. and tetal e IWgth as
: feather eut of 5§ feet, Carefully sempled strimger w s sbeut $50,00, The drill
% hele happened te rum right threugh the cemter ei the strimzer fer the lemgt h
: of ite The result ef this drift shewed thet the ere was met werth heisting, and
it 4s still where it wes mucked back frem the short drift,

Ihave net sttempted te velue the ere in the back ef the stepe. Yeu heve
the velue s ,s sampled, but as they were nearly all cut merth te seuth, I will
deeve it te yeu to"estimate". Hewever, the ssmples teken where the raise cut

J"threugh the back, seem te check the velues as shewn by the eme cer shipped
© from the raise,

The first ten te fifteen feet of the raise finished all the cemmercisl
ere sbeve the 300 level, snd wes shipped im the last car shipped efter clesimg
// dewn. Seme 40 plus tens netting yeu a grand tetel ef $272.49 @ 30% reyalty.
The balance ef the raise was tetally werthless abeve a peimt 30 feet up the

. drill heles shewed the ere te run less than QBoper tem.
gb‘gs 7OT¥:£€ o?irnis: : cwbg‘glain grc:natono. and the 2 level sampled
carefully scress esch side ef the rrise epening fer 30 feet, was less than
nethinge

These facts, checked by the results ef all heles as shpwn in celer, and
by drill heles 2=3«4eb=t=7-8=1ll=l2el5 & 16 which are werthless frem any angle,
simply shew thst cemmercial ere is e thingﬁtf the paste

I have theught the situstien ever frem svery engle I knew, and te me
twe things are evident:
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ROY HILLIS 3.

l= There is met snegh shipping ere in sight te pay fer the reepeaing ef
the mine, ‘

2= Thsre 13 net na:x.rly sneugh milling ere te justify te justii‘y the
imstallatien #f mill \
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LAW OFFICES OF
HELSELL, PAUL, FETTERMAN,TODD & HOKANSON
WHITE BUILDING
. SEATTLE |, WASHINGTON

FRANK P. HELSELL <
CHARLES H. PAUL

PAUL FETTERMAN MAIN 8230
THOMAS TODD )

RUSSELL V. HOKANSON

RICHARD S.WHITE

WILLIAM E.CLANCY, JR.

ARTHUR S.W. CHANTRY

June 19, 1953

Corporation Commissioner
State of Qregon
Salem, Oregon

Re: ALMEDA MINING COMPANY,

AL LA

Dear Bir:
Enclosed herewith are the following:

(2) Information Return of Almeda Mining Company,
a Washington corporation, dated June 11, 1953.

(b) A Declaration of Purpose to Engage in Busi--
nesslinBOrezon executed by the President and Secretary June
11, 1953.

(e) A certified copy of Articles of Incorpora-
tion of Almeds Mining Compeny certified by the Secretary of
State of the State of Washington June 12, 1953.

(4) A Power of Attorney appointing W. W. Balderree,
Grants Pass, Oregon, &«s & resident of the State of Oregen to
accept service of process,

(e) Our check in the amount of $56.58, which is
for the filing fee of §50.00 snd $6.58 vwhich is our computa~
tion of that portion of the $200.00 snnual license fee due
for the remaining succeeding frection of the fiscal year end-
ing June 30.

We note that your form of Declarstion of Purpose
and Bection 77-302, 0.C.L.4&. provide for setting forth the
neme and residence of the corporation's General Agent in Ore-
gon, However, we find in the Oregon law no requirement that
the corporation have a General Agent. 4t the present time,
Almeda Mining Company has not named any General Agent in Ore-
gon, although its President, Charles F. Herbert, a2 non-~resident,
will from time to time be present in Oregon on company business,



£

Corporation Commissioner
June 19, 1953 == 2

end we might be able to have & mailing sddress through which
nail would reach him, You will note that the corporation has
appointed W. ¥. Balderree, a lawyer, Masonic Building, Grants
Pass, as agent to accept service of process. Under these
fects, ve will appreciate your favor in advising whether you
teke the position that a foreign corporation must have & Gen-
erasl Agent in Oregon and if so, whether there are any statu-
tory or other requirements for the qualification or appoint-
ment of such a General Agent.

With appreciation for your cooperation in this
matter, we are

Sincerely yours,

HELSELL, PAUL, FEFTERMAN, TODD & HOKANSON

¥ rnac A

TTiow
Enes,

cc: Mr. Charles F. Herbert v/
Galice Store
Merlin, Oregon
(letter only)
cc: Almeda Mining Company
1013 Smith Tower
Seattle 4, Washington
(letter only5




P

194~C
SALEM OFFICE: - PORTLAND OFFICE:
STATE OFFICE BUILDING STATE OF OREGON 1400 S, W. STH AVENUE
SALEM, OREGON STATE TAX COMMISSION PORTLAND 1, OREGON
PHONE 4-2171 PHONE COLUMBIA 2161
INCOME TAX DIVISION
SALEM

August 10, 1953

— Almeda Mining Company
Helsell,Paul,Fetterman,Todd & Hokanson, Attys.
White Building
Seattle 1, Washington

Gentlemen:

The records of the Corporation Commissioner indicate that your
company was qualified to do business in Oregon or filed Articles
of Incorporation as of June 22, 1953.

A corporation having filed Articles of Incorporation is qualified
to do business as of the date on which the organization is completed
by the election of officers. A foreign corporation is qualifisd as
of the date on which the Declaration of Articles are filed with the
State Corporation Commissioner. The liability for the filing of the
Oregon excise tax returns and the payment of the excise tax is fixed
as of the date on which the corporation is qualified to do business.
We refer you to Section 110-1506 0.C.L.A, and Article 506-1 of the
regulations to the Oregon Corporation Excise Tax Law.

We are enclosing a copy of the current excise tax blank with in-
structions for filing and a copy of the instructions relative to the
withholding tax provisions of the Personal Income Tax law in order
to acquaint you with the type of returns required.

It would be helpful if you would advise us if you intend to operate

on a fiscal year basis, This will enable us to establish our records
more accurately for the mailing of the blanks for filing at the proper
time.

Any request for further information will be given prompt consideration.

Very truly yours,

E, D, Lindburg/bd

Enclosure




LAW OFFICES OF
HELSELL, PAUL, FETTERMAN,TODD & HOKANSON
3 WHITE BUILDING

FRANK P.HELSELL SEATTLE I, WASHINGTON
CHARLES H. PAUL

PAUL FETTERMAN MUTuAL 3850
THOMAS TODD

RUSSELL V. HOKANSON

RICHARD S. WHITE

WILLIAM E.CLANCY, JR.

June 19, 1953

Mr. Cherles F. Herbert
Galice Store
Merlin, Oregon

Dear Mr. Herbert:

Enclosed herewith are copies of letters of today
which we have addressed to the Corporation Commissioner of
Oregon and the Secretary of State of the State of Washington,
which letters, I believe, are self-explanatory. We also en-
close herewith the domestic corporation license renewal state-
ment for Almeda Mining Company which reguires that the license
fee be paid on or before July 1. I have signed it as Secretary
and you should sign it as President and return it to us in the
enclosed self-addressed envelope so that we will be in a posi-
tion to send it in with the license fee upon receipt of a reply
from the Secretary of State.

Also enclosed is original and one copy of a blank
form of Deed, Bill of Sale and Assignment from Alaska Copper
Corporation to Almeda Mining Company of the option agreement.
It should be acknowledged and the corporate seal should be af-
fixed. While we feel confident that such form is sufficient
as between Alaska Copper Corporation and Almeda Mining Company,
we do not purport to have made a study of the Oregon laws nor
have we seen the form of option. Therefore, we think it might
be well to either have the document examined by an Oregon at-
torney or request that we make a further study of the matter
later.

Yours very truly,

HELSELL,PAUL, FETTERMAN, TODD & HOKANSON
v Pprrias V%ZQQ

TT:cw
Encs.




STATE. OF ALASKA / meimem

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER / BOX 1391 —JUNEAU

May 18, 1964

Mr. Hollis M. Dole

State Geologist

Dept., of Geology & Mineral Industries
1069 State Office Bldg.

Portland, Oregon 97201

Dear Hollis:

I have just returned from a two weeks trip back in the bush and have your letter
of May 8 regarding the Almeda Mine.

I never did know Phil Holdsworth's father, although I have crossed his trail on
a few occasions.

I believe that you are correct in your deduction that Holdsworth's drilling on
the 300 level was done at two different times.,

The copper ores are distinct from the gold showing and are all closely associated
with the footwall of the wide mineralized zone. I believe that the copper ore,
as mined, was quite low grade for a vein type deposit, in the neighborhood of

two per cent, and the smelter had trouble making a fair recovery. Presumably,
the high percentage of barite (from 10 to 15 percent) made it difficult to main-
tain a fluid slag.

I did not find sufficient encouragement to drift along the footwall in a search
for more copper ore and the increasing softness of the rock with depth discouraged
exploration in that direction. Possibly, Holdsworth felt the same way and wished
to confine his work to the relatively unexplored siliceous zones from two to three
hundred feet from the footwall.

I discussed the Almeda at some length with Dr., McLaughlin, then President of
Homestake, and had an opportunity to study Homestake's records. The information
did not add materially to the knowledge I then had of the property.

I remain intrigued by the large size of the Almeda mineralized zone and think that
it is worth serious investigation over a distance of possibly as much as 25 miles.
A Canadian engineer and I thought of a program that would call for several
thousand auger holes to get materia} for geochemical sampling for copper and

zinc and for concentrating tests for gold and barite.

- W E With best regards,
REEELD e

Charles F. Herbert
STATE pDEPT. OF GEOLOGY.
& MINERAL INDS-

CFH'cm



LOPY

STATE DEPARTMENT OF GEOLOGY AND
! MINERAL INDUSTRIES

1069 STATE OFFICE BUILDING
PORTLAND 1, OREGON

November 23, 1964

AIRMATL

Mr, Charles ¥, Herbert, Deputy Commissioner
Alaska Department of Natural Resources

Box 1391

Juneau, Alaska

Dear Charlie:

We have been studying all the pertinent facts available to us on the Almeda
mine in Josephine County with the idea of determining whether or not we might
publish such information in bulletin form. Besides the material which you
gent me, we have old mine files and correspondence loaned by Mrs, Perry
Wickham, rather voluminous records loaned by the preseat owner of the property,
and of course the published Federal and State geological reports. Mr, Libbey
has been helping us in organizing the material and in deciding what is
important for possible publication.

As you are well aware, there seem to be some attractive possibilities in the
ore deposit and also many questionmarks which need a lot of further develop~
ment work and technical study to obtain the answers., Possibly a bulletin as
mentioned might encourage some competent group to undertake such a project
now that base metal prices seem to be in the ascendancy.

Assuming that we decide to go ahead with the preparation of the bulletin, will
you allow us to publish the parts of your records, including maps and logs,
which appear to be {important in describing your work at the Almeda? Of
course limitation of space, staff, and budget will necessarily restrict the
smount of material we would be asble to include, It goes without saying we
would give due credit for anything we used,

I am unable to predict when we could put out such a publication because we
have several projects in the will. However I wanted to get your authorization
to use your material before proceeding further in our plamning.

Best regards.
Sincerely yours,
~ A% ;/)‘ g
& (.\ U /£§ Hollis M, Dole
l L State Geologist
HMD: jx -~

;..bc F.W, Libbey”



COPY

February 18, 1964

Mr, R, E, Corcoran
1069 State Office Building
Portland 1, Oregon

~ Dear Andy:

Thank you for the note of Feb, 17th reminding me to check on infor-
mation pertinent to history of location of the Almeda Mine, I just got
back from a2 visit with Don Barnes, our friendly County Clerk. With his
help we came up with some information that should be of interest,

Under Mining Conveyances, vol, 6, page 165-166 of Josephine County,
The Almeda Mining Co. conveyed to the Almeda Consolidated Mines Co. in
July 1906, 4 lode claims and 2 placer claims, The lode claims were as
follows:

1. The Monte Cristo (Book 13, p. 263) This was originally located
by John F, Wickham, Jan., 18, 1900,

2, The Bonanza Lode (Book 13, p. 264) Originally located by
 Reece C. Kinney, Jan. 18, 1900.

claim was then purchased by J, F, Wickham from Mattison on Deec,
10, 1898,

4. Yankee Doodle (Book 12, p. 385) Originally located by J. C.
Mattison Jan. 1, 1899.

The conveyance from Almeda Mining Co. to Almeda Consolidated lﬂnn
Co, was signed by O, M, Crouch, president, and R, C. Kinney, secretary.

. These above named claims which apparently made up the Almeda Mine
proper were only a small part of the holdings of the Almeda Mining Co.
(the earlier company) in the Galice District.

° We judge that prior to 1898 there may have been numerous mum
who prospected and tried to work the prominant mineralized zone which
later became known as the"Big Yank Ledge”, but that values were mot
sufficient to hold their interest. It was not until these companies
obtained formal mrship and promoted the development and mining noord~
ed by Diller, Winchell, and Shemon that any importance was attached to
the mine. Hope this information is what was desired., Best regards,

Sincerely,

ce: F. W. Libbey %/7




YUKON PLACER MINING, ING.

1018 EMITH TOWER 4 P.0. BOX 1108
SEATTLE 4. WASHINGTON
MUTUAL 1487

PAIRBANNKS, ALASKA

February 14, 1957

Mr. Roy Hillis
210 8. W. Pine
Grants Pass, Ore.

Dear Roy:
I am enclosing copies of the maps of the Almeda mine, -

I hope that the ore is continuous between the 320 and intersection at
about the 420 elevation, but I imagine that it will be faulted at least
once and possibly several times, It is possible that the gold ore con-
tinues to the 520 level. If this were true mining would bs much easier.
You will note that our drill holes 1 and 9 did cut some low grade ore
and it of course is possible, that somewhere along the strike of this
low grade ore there is an ore body.

If the men who are going to work on the Almeda require any equipment,
we have the following at Healdsburg, California:

1 Joy Air Heist, EW-111 $800
1 Thor Sump Pump, 24 Inch High Lift
type 361 T with new parts §225

Am very sorry to hear that your illness has continued for so long and
hope to hear better news in the near future.

With best regards,

"

Charles F, Herbert

encl,
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STATE DEPARTMENT OF GEOLOGY AND
MINERAL INDUSTRIES

= 1069 STATE OFFICE BUILDING
PORTLAND 1, OREGON

March 5, 1965
;
Aigen \e . U
ol
Mr. Charles F. Herbert, Deputy Commissioner ?::\
Alaska Department of Matural Resources s
Box 1391 j' ,«.;_)
Juneau, Alaska : _T}

Dear Charlie: v &
We need your help to explaim the following: '

In the Almeda mine files your log records include'10 drill holes started
on the 520 (river) level and 4 drill holes started on the 320 level.
These 14 holes clearly were drilled by you im 1953, but in addition to
these 14 holes your log record includes 4 drill holes started from the
320 level with the notation of (Holdsworth) attached to the name of the
hole, as for example "Diamond drill hole No. A-3 (Holdsworth)”. These
4 (Holdsworth) logs have confused us,

Your notebook containing the 1953 assay record of drill hole samples
appears to contain assay results of core and sludge samples of these
4 holes assayed at the same time as your own drill hole samples were
assayed and yet we have assumed that Holdsworth did his drilling prior

to 1942, Did you obtain old samples from the Holdsworth holes or ~
perhaps you drilled holes at the Holdsworth locations to check his ( L!{,-L >
drill holes? s

We would be thankful to have you clear the matter up.
Many thanks, and best regards.

Sincerely yours,

Hollis M, Dole
State Geologist

;&m & Ez\;




ALASKA COPPER CORPORATION

1013 SMITH TOWER
SEATTLE 4, WASHINGTON
MUTUAL 1487

June 8, 1954

Mr. O. L. Hilllis
210 S.W. Pine
Grants Pass, Orsgon

Dear Roy:

I'm sorry to have been so slow in sending you the
information on the Almeda Mine. As you can Jjudge
for yourself, we did not exhaust the possibilities
of finding a reasonably attractive gold ore zone,
however the apparent strike length of the one known
body is so short that the cost of development would
be quite high.

1 again want to thank you for your fine cooperation

and help in the project, and hope to see you again
before too long.

With best regards,

(lececb—

Charles F, Herbert

CFH!Irh



STATE OF ALASKA | -mme

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER [ BOX 1391— JUNEAU

August 13, 1963

Mr. Hollis M. Dole

State Geologist

1069 State Office Building
Portland 1, Oregon

Dear Hollis:

I am sorry to be so late in sending you the Admeda

information, as requested by you in your letter of July 22nd
to Phil Holdsworth. I had about a ton of books and papers to
unpack and no place to do the job properly.

Under separate cover are a roll of maps and a large

envelope of assay and other data. You may keep this material,
subject to return to me upon request at some future date.

Missing is my final report. I believe that I gave

my file copy to a Canadian company some few years ago at which
time I recommended an intensive geochemical and geophysical
search along the impressive Almeda structure. However, the
company was informed that the chain of claim ownership had been
broken after a power site reservation had been made and that
the ownership by 0. L. Hillis would be challenged.

CFH'cm

Sincerely,

(Vicanl T ! destlie X~

Charles F. Herbert
Deputy Commissioner

\Y\! AUG 11\963
sYATE DEPT. OF OBOLOGY

% MINFHIAL..'I'-



AR REERARA L0

TO G. E. McKelvey DATE September 20, 1974

FROM  Ronald C. Parker SUBJECT Atmeda Mine _
Josephine County, Oregon

Location:

The Almeda Mine is located on the north bank of the Rogue River
in the SE 1/4 of Section 13, T. 34 S., R. 8 W., approximately 18 airline
miles northwest of the city of Grants Pass. Access to the mine is via a long
and circuitous forest road from Grave Creek or by boat from the paved
highway that follows the south bank of the river.

History & Production:

The original Almeda claims (four lodes and two placers), were located
during the period 1898 - 1900. The mine was operated by Almeda Consolidated
Mines during the years 1905 - 1917, which was the period of greatest activity.
‘Although there are no known production records for the years 1905-1911, the mine
is thought to have produced about 23,000 tons of ore valued at $123,000 between
1911 and 1917, nearly all of which was smelted on the premises. P. J. Shenon,
who examined the mine in the early 1930's as part of a broader investigation
of copper deposits in this area, reported the 1911-1916 production as 16,619 tons
- which yielded 1,540 ounces of gold, 48,387 ounces of silver, and 259, 800 pounds
of copper.

After years of financial difficulties and changes in management, Almeda
Consolidated evidently failed in 1917, and despite various efforts to revive the
operation, the mine then lay idle until about 1940. During the interim the claims
were relocated, and in 1940, a lessee undertook a substantial exploration program
primarily directed at an evaluation of a rich gold ore body on the 320 level.
U.S.B.M. records indicate that the lessee also shipped, in 1942, 287 tons of
ore that averaged 2.1 ounces gold, 0.95 ounce silver, and 0.13 percent copper.
The mine then fell victim to the W.P.B. ©L-208 order in 1943 and was ordered
closed.
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The property again lay idle until 1953, at which time the Alaska Copper
Corporation conducted an extensive exploration program that included a substan-
tial amount of diamond drilling from underground locations. The results of this
work evidently were not conducive to the resumption of mining, at least at the
then prevailing metals prices, and there has been no further activity at the prop-
erty since its completion.

Development:

Development of the mine consists of five adit levels above the river and
four levels below it; access to the latter is via an internal shaft sunk to a depth
of four hundred feet or more below the lowest (520) adit level. Almost all of
the workings are now inaccessible and the shaft and levels below the 520 are
flooded.  There is, in addition, a single short adit level on the south side of
the river.

Total underground development, including the shaft, reportedly is 7,339

feet.
Geology:

The Almeda Mine has explored and developed the southern end of a north-
erly trending, sill-like body of porphyritic dacite that is present along the contact
between the Rogue volcanics and slate of the Galice Formation. The dacite body,
said to be 200 feet wide in the vicinity of the mine, dips steeply eastward and
has been intensely silicified and partly to wholly replaced by barite and sulfides
across much of its width. The ore is characterized by abundant pyrite, and in
places, chalcopyrite, along with a little sphalerite and galena. Other sulfides are
very subordinate.

Nearly all of the dacite body reportedly is mineralized to some extent,
although the best and most persistent mineralization occurs along the hanging wall
contact between the dacite and slate in at least two separate ore shoots that rake
to the south. The mineralized zone has been explored along strike on the north
side of the river for approximately 1,000 feet and to a depth below the surface
of about 800 feet and there is nothing in the abundant literature pertaining to the
mine which would suggest that it is discontinuous in either dimension. The zone
has been only slightly explored on the south side of the river.

Tenor of the Ore:

The tenor of the ore seems to be fairly erratic, even within the shoots
that have thus far been the source of all of the production, and there is insuf-
ficient available data to permit a reliable estimate of an average for the entire
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mine. Shenon's figures for the 1911-1916 period indicate an average grade of
0.092 ounce gold, 2.91 ounces silver, and 0.78% copper. At current price levels,
this would represent 0.23 ounce gold equivalent. However, if all of the ore

came from definable shoots, one would have to assume that the average grade
across the entire mineralized zone is somewhat lower.

Size of the Target:

In 1926, the Almeda Mine was extensively investigated by A. B. Yates
(Homestake) who stated that it contains an "immense tonnage of very low-grade
ore with the possibility of getting better grade tonnages now and then.” Yates
further stated that about 2,500,000 tons (of low grade?) were "practically blocked
out' ahove the river level and about 1,000,000 tons below it at the time of his
examination. Shenon felt that two possibilities were evident: (1) Development of
"an enormous tonnage of very low grade ore that would be minable when metal
prices recover'; (2) Development of smaller volumes of higher grade ore.

The persistence of the ore-bearing horizon along the Rogue-Galice contact
for a much greater distance than that explored by the mine workings (at least
2,000 feet to the north and a mile and half to the south, according to Yates),
strony suggests the possibility of additional, if not continuous, mineralization
of the type and grade known in the Almeda. Assuming a commercially minable
width of only fifty feet, each thousand feet of strike length along this structure
would have the potential to generate 5,000 tons of ore per foot of depth.

Examination of Yates' vertical section of the mine workings suggest that
the two known ore shoots, particularly the more northerly one, have not been
completely exhausted. There is,in fact, the potential for 150 - 200,000 tons of
higher grade material in these shoots if they were to be completely developed
on the existing levels.

Proposed Exploration:

1. Soil and rock-chip sampling across the Rogue-Galice contact at initial
200 foot intervals, with supplementary, more detailed sampling to be guided by
the initial results. Geologic mapping along the contact zone to accompany the
sampling. :

2. IP over favorable areas of the contact identified by the above.

Simultaneously with steps 1 and 2:

3. Reopening of the 520 and 620 adit levels, and the adit level on the
south side of the river, followed by detailed mapping and sampling of the accessible
portions of these levels.
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4, If justified by favorable results in (3) above, dewatering of the shaft
at least to the 320 level and mapping and sampling of it and the 420 level.

5. Diamond drilling from surface or underground lacations, or both,
of the best targets developed in steps 1 - 4=

The estimated cost of the initial phase of exploration of this property
(geochemical sampling, mapping, IP, and limited reopening) is $75,000 - $100, 000.
It is anticipated that a more expensive second phase, involving diamond drilling
and dewatering of the shaft, would be undertaken only if the results of the first phase
were particularly encouraging.




Galice, Oregon,
February 9th, 1940.

¥r. Barl K., Nixen, birector,

State Department of CGeolegy and Mineral Industries,
329 5. W. Oak St.,

Fortland, Cregon.

Dear 8ir:

On Saturday, February 3rd, 1940, at the regular meeting
of the Gallice Miners Assoclation the following resolution was
mede and adop ted:

We, the Galice Miners issocliation, through our chairmen
and our seeretary, do hereby request Mr. Nixon, Director of
the State Department of CGeology and Mineral Industries to
make and conduct & mineral survey of the "Galice Mining
Distriet™ or that part thereof shown on the attached map,
forithe purpose of determining types of minerslization and
extent thereof.

It is our belief that known mines and mineralization in
or adjacent to the Galice Mining District comprise only a
very small part of the actual or potential mineral wealth
contained therein. Such a survey would stimulate prospect-
ing in this area and undoubtedly lead to new mines, and
greatly encourage mining in this aree which in turn, would
benefit the State and the entire country.

Very respectfully,

CGALICE MINERS ASSOCIATION

¢e: Ray C, Treasher, Field Geologist
Larry Menuel, Sec'r'y, Grants Fass C. of C.




February 10, 1940.

Mr. Barl K. Nixon, Director,

State Department of Geology and Mineral Industries,
329 5. W. Oak Street,

Fortland, Oregon.

Dear MNr., Nixon:

The Galiee\Miners Association has requested that & geologic
survey be made of the "Galice Distriet" for the purpose of deter-
mining fevoreble areas for prospecting; that indications point
to the "= "~ District” 'as being mineralized; and to prepsre a
report that would assist prospectors and others to effectively
use their resources for developing the area. The "Galice District»
as they define 1% is outlined on & mep whiech they have forwarded
to you, and, in effe¢t, is the southwerd extension of the Big
Yank, Chleftan, and General Grant veins, south end west of the
Rogue River.

The Alameda mine represents the Big Yank vein, the Hercules
Compeny property represents the Chieftan vein, and the Benton
mine represents the Ceneral Grant vein. ‘;

It is my opinion that this area, as outlined, is worthy of
some serious study to determine whether these “"veins" do exist;
if they do have extension and persistence to the southwestward;
and what the eriteria are for recognizing possible ore-shoots.
For immediate reconnaissence work, 1 would mfgnt a cross-section -
"at the Benton, at the Alameda, and one at Galice, in a direction
at right angles to the trend of the "velns", to locate these
veins and secure data that might be dlagnostic. Later work could
then fill in the gaps for a complete report.

If possible, 1 would suggest that the first survey be started
during the 1940 season, and carried as far as time and departmental
resources permit. ;

Yours very truly,

Ray C. Treasher.
ecc: Galice Miners Association. ;
Grants Pass Chamber of Commsrcey.

J
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- 1013
1125 SMITH TOWER
SEATTLE 4, WASHINGTON
MUTUAL 1487
quice Store
lerlin, Oregon
July 4, 1953
Mr, David White
Geologist
State Department of Geology and Mineral Industry
239 SE H st.

Grants Pass, Oregon

Dear Mr, White:

Thank you very much for your prompt identification of the core
sample as an altered red shale,

You are undoubtedly correct in assuming that the rock is from the
Galice formation. There is a clearly identifiable red shale member
of that formation north of the Almeda Mine, the strike is such that
it should cut into the large replacement zone known as the Big Yank
TL.ode,

The specimen sent to you is apparently an unreplaced portion of
the lode as there was quartz=barite-pyrite rock on both sides of

the shale, However, it is not unlikely that the red shale is a
part of a fault block in an unrecognized structure.

Very truly yours,

QAR /2

Cherles F, Herbert

= .



TOM McCALL
GOVERNOR

STATE GEOLOGIST

RAYMOND E. CORCORAN

GOVERNING BOARD

R. W. deWEESE
Chairman
Portland

WILLIAM E. MILLER
Bend
H. LYLE VAN GORDON

Grants Pass
° o e

FIELD OFFICES

2033 First Street
Baker 97814

521 M.E. "E" Street
P.O. Box 417
~ 4+, Grants Pass 97526

3524 S, Pacific Blvd.
; P.O. Box 1028
! Albany 97321

.

DEPARTMENT OF
GEOLOGY AND MINERAL INDUSTRIES

1069 STATE OFFICE BLDG. ® PORTLAND, OREGON € 97201 ® Phone (503) 229-5580
June 27, 1975

Mr, R, W, deWeese

L~r, H. Lyle Van Gordon

Gentlemen:

As you may recall, I sent you copy of a letter the Highway Division
sent to Greg McKelvey, District Geologist of Homestake Mining Company,
in regard to proposed exploration by that company on the old Almeda
mine,

I recently called Greg to see if there are any other problems con-
cerned with their going ahead with their exploration program this
summer, Greg told me that he was quite pleased with the response
from the State but the Homestake management in San Francisco was re-
evaluating their position with respect to doing anything with the
Almeda mine at this time,

Although Greg didn't say so in so many words, L get the definite
impression that the Homestake management is still very much afraid
that any exploration work done in such a sensitive area along the
Rogue River would only expose them to further attacks by the
environmentalists,

It may be that the company will begin a program sometime later this
year but my candid opinion is that another good exploration program
has been recessed indefinitely,

Sincerely yours,

Raymond ¥, Corcoran

REC:jr State Geologist
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January 6, 1977

Mr. C. W. Head
Commission Services
State Highway Building
Salem, OR 97310

Dear Mr. Head:
RE: Drilling at Almeda Property

This is to bring you up-to-date on our activities and intentions
regarding our drilling program at the Almeda property within the Rogue River
Scenic Waterway, as carried out under our permit of Nov. 1, 1976.

Because of difficult ground conditions, bad weather and budget Timitations,
we are suspending drilling at the Almeda property. We have completed a few
holes, but not all that we wished in our preliminary exploration program.

We are removing our drilling equipment from the property, but we expect
to resume work later in the Autumn, or early next year when conditions are
better. Consequently, I will let you and the agencies listed below know
before we resume work at Almeda under our permit.

Sincerely,

Allan P. Juhas

APJ/cmc
cc: L. J. Miller
J. H. Ogg
T. Roger
F. Bristol (Owner)
W. Pieren (Owner)
K. Cochran (Dept. of Fish & Wildlife)
T. Westfall (Dept. of Environ. Quality)
N. Peterson (Dept. Geology and Min. Indus.) <
D. Brashears (Josephine Cnty. Ping. Dept.)
J. Murkin (River Programs-Parks & Recreation)



MEMORANDUM Almeda mine area file

TO: W.G. Robinson & R.A. Dujardin DATE: June 24, 1975
FROM: R. Lasmanis

SUBJECT:  PROPERTY EXAMINATION REPORT
ALMEDA MINE AREA AND VICINITY, JOSEPHINE COUNTY, OREGON

The above area was examined on June 18th, 1975 with Ron Parker
and Lloyd E. Frizzell. Two properties in this area have been suggested
for acquisition by Ron Parker, specifically the Almeda Mine and the Oak
Mines Group (including Yakee Silver Lode option). The exploration concept,
as visualized by Ron, was of the massive sulphide type.

The geology can be generalized by stating that the Almeda Mine
occurs at the contact of Jurassic Galice Formationqﬁlates to the east and
massive Jurassic Rogue Formation andesites(énd andekites)to the west. These
eugeosynclinal formations have been deformed during Nevadan tectonic events
and now form a NE belt of steeply dipping rocks. For details on the geology
consult Oregon Dept. of Geol. Short Paper 24 and Geology of the Galice Quad.

In detail, examining this contact on the ground shows that it
has been subject to extensive sheafing and alteration and now consists of
sericite, quartz, 10 to 20% pyrite, and clay minerals. In the area examined,
road cuts show the altered contact to be 400 to 700 feet wide and according
to published reports 20 miles long. The abundance of pyrite and subsequent
iron staining in outcrop has led recent explorationists to postulate that
this pyritic zone might be a host for massive sulphide orebodies. My specific
observations and recommendations are as follows:

A. ALMEDA MINE

Production statistics show that this was a copper-gold producer with

output between 1905 and 1943 totalling approximately 23,000 tons oiéﬁe. Grades

for the mine's most productive period (1911-1916) averaged .09 oz.CAg) 2.9 oz.
Ag, 0.78% Cu. During 1942 lessors shipped 287 tons of high grade ore averaging
2.1 oz. Au, 0.95 oz. Ag and 0.13% Cu. These statistics are not impressive

and represent the best occurrence in the area. The mineralization itself

is intimately associated with massive barite along the east contact with




TOM McCALL
GOVERNOR Mr. Greg 1rioelydy

Homestake ({ipdng Corapany

sireet

Spokan%}/WA 99201

‘ GECRGE M. BALDWIN

Director of Transportation . l/}OC‘ A }1/

SAM R. HALEY
Deputy Director

DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION

HIGHWAY BUILDING g -~ SALEM, OREGON

June 11 1275

Dear Mr. McKelvey:

After careful consideration, the Oregon
Transportation Commission at its May 30 meeting
approved, insofar as its jurisdiction extends, your
December 20, 1974, plans for exploration of the
Almeda Mine within the Rogue River Scenic Waterway.
Approval fg& contingent on the following stipulations;

1

4

A1l requiremeni: of these Cregon
agencies shall be saticfied:

Deparvment of Fnvirommental Quazlity

Departrment of Ceclogy and Mineral
Industries

Division of State ILands

Department of Fish and Wildlife

All Josephine County requirements
shall be satisfied,

All Bureau of Land Management ra=-
quirements shall be satisfied,

All phases of the exploration shall
be so performed as to mlalwize the
effect on the natural scene.

The Commicsion shall be notificd whan
worlt commenceg and when it 48 com-
pleted. (Addrosz: Robert K. Potter,
Administrator, River Programs, 300 State
Highway Building, Salem, Oregon 97310.)

RECEIygp,
bepy ¢

U Gl

.

PTLD
475

Jay

97310
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September 30, 1974

Mr. Gregory E, McKelvey

Nol 7t y District™W\anager ,Rgcific States District )2—66 gV 2% Wum
/ 905 Old jonal BonRBuilding g 2[5 5

/ q;%f Spokane, Washington 99

pr o

Dear Mr. McKelvey:

Thank you for keeping us informed on your exploration activity in Cregon.

| read your letter to Mr, Schofield, District Manoger of the Bureau of Land
Management, regarding your plans for the Almeda Mine, with much interest, You
have certainly expressed o full willingness to cooperate with the B, L, M, ond to
comply with ony reasonable regulations that are imposed. We will be very inter-
ested in their reaction to your request. | don't think they could expect a more
cordial and reasonable approach to the matter thon you have expressed,

You may also have to deal with the State Highway Division under the Scenic
Waterways regulations.

If in the course of your negotiations, you feel that we may be of assistance,
please feel free to contact us ot ony time.

Sincerely,

Len Romp
Resident Geologist

LR:rep
cc: R, E, Corcoran, State Geologist
(with enclosures)



Robert W. Straub
TOM- McCALL
GOVERNOR

F. B. KLABOE
Administrator of Highways

OREGON STATE =
HIGHWAY DIVISION |

HIGHWAY BUILDING ® SALEM, OREGON e 97310
February 19, 1975

Mr. George McKelvey~
Homestake Mining-Company
Pacific States District
905 01d National Bank Bldg.
Spokane, Washington 99201

Dear Mr. McKelvey:

This is to confirm our phone conversation of February
11 regarding an on-site inspection, tentatively set for March
18, to discuss the Homestake Mining proposal.

By copy of this letter I am requesting the attendance
of the other agencies involved. If this date is acceptable to
everyone, perhaps we could all meet at the BLM station in Rand
at 9:00 a.m. As you mentioned, this inspection could possibly
take most of the day.

If for some reason this date is not acceptable to the
other agencies, I will notify you.

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely,

James Murkin
Oregon Scenic Waterways System

JIM: Jw

cc: Gale A. Hansen, Homestake Mining Company
Kessler Cannon, Department of Environmental Quality
Andy Corcoran, Geology & Mineral Industries ’/9
John McKean, Wildlife Commission
Stan Lester, BLM State Office
~ Ken Mak, BLM, Medford RECEIVED.pLp
Bill Cox, Division of State Lands FEB 19 1975

DEPT oF geoyggy
iNDUIS

A DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY
PACIFIC STATES DISTRICT
905 OLD NATIONAL BANK BUILDING
SPOKANE, WASHINGTON 99201
TELEPHONE (509) 747.2677

September 24, 1974

Mr. Len Ramp

Department of Geology & Mineral Industries
521 Northeast East Street

Grants Pass, Oregon 97526

Dear Mr. Ramp:

Mr. Mak has suggested that we forward on to you, for your in-
formation, a copy of the letter which we sent to the BLM on the
proposed exploration around the Almeda Mine area of Josephine

County, Oregon.

Sincerely,

s

Gregory E. McKelvey
District Manager, Pacific States District

GEM/glm



HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY
PACIFIC STATES DISTRICT
903 OLD NATIONAL BANK BUILDING
SPOKANE, WASHINGTON 99201
TELEPHONE (509) 747-2677

September 13, 1974

Mr. Donald J. Schofield, District Manager
Bureau of Land Management

310 West 6th Street

Medford, Oregon 97501

Dear Mr. Schofield:

As you may already know, Mr. Ronald C. Parker, Consulting Geologist
from Missoula, Montana, met recently with Messrs. Tom Abbett and
Kenneth Mak for the purpose of discussing the regulations pertaining to
mining and exploration for mineral deposits in the Rogue River area.
Mr. Parker was contracted by Homestake to investigate various mineral
occurrences in Oregon, including the Almeda Mine which we now feel
could be a potential interest to us. We recognize that this area is en-
vironmentally sensitive and that the preservation of its asthetic and re-
creational values are of paramount importance. However, it is our under-
standing that the provisions of the act which created the Rogue National
Wild & Scenic River do not exclude other legitimate uses, and includes
mining, along several portions of the river. I a.lso includes the area in
which the Almeda Mine is located.

I have been told by Mr. Parker that he described to Mr. Mak some of
the procedures that would probably be necessary if we were to undertake
a geological and economic appraisal of the property, and that Mr. Mak
suggests that these alternatives be communicated to your office as a
means of initiating consideration of this matter. Mr. Parker or myself
would be glad to meet with you in Medford as often as is necessary to
develop specific plans that would be satisfactory, both to us and to the
Federal and State agencies involved in the administration of the river.

If at all possible, we would appreciate obtaining copies of the legal docu-
ments for the Rogue River Scenic area. We are most interested in defining
the lands withdrawn from future mineral entry, as well as understanding
the intent of the scenic area,
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Our first consideration, of course, is access to the area. In view of the
existing road to the mine from Grave Creek, we would not be contemplating
building a new road to the mine, nor do we forsee the need for any kind

of permanent bridge or cable crossing. However, we probably would want
to ferry personnel and light equipment to and from the mine by boat.

during the low water period.

The initial phase of the exploration of the property, most likely, would
include surface geologic mapping, geophysical surveys and reopening of
at least some of the underground workings. The surface mapping and
geophysical surveys would not cause any damage to the area except that
a certain amount of brush cutting might be necessary in the course of
laying grid lines for the latter. Reopening of the mine workings would
require the use of a backhoe-loader unit and/or a slusher and unfortunately
would result in a short period of contamination of the river from a tem-
porary flood of muddy water dammed up in the old mines. I would an-
ticipate that this contamination, in addition to being of short duration,
could be minimized by doing the reopening work during the high water
period. '

A later phase of the exploration, if justified by the results of the first
phase, would probably involve diamond drilling from surface and from
underground locations. If we elected to drill from the surface, some ad-
ditional access roads would undoubtedly be required and we would propose
to work closely with your engineers to insure that they be built to speci-
fications and in such a way as to minimize their visual impact from the
river. Both the roads and any related drill sites could, of course, later
be closed and revegetated. I might also add here that it is not likely that
we would consider excavating any trenches or pits on the property.

Geologic exploration of this or any other prospect in no way assures that
- it will ever be a producing mine, Very few projects survive to the point
of development and operation, but if this were to occur at the Almeda,
we certainly are aware that any mining and milling plans would have to
be weighed heavily in terms of the effect upon the river and the area
adjacent to it.

Would you pleagse advise me as soon as it is convenient what procedure
we would have to follow in order to initiate a program of exploration
of the Almeda property such as I have outlined in this letter. As we are
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in the middle of conversations with the property owners, I would like
to be able in inform them of our level of interest as soon as possible.

I would like to close by saying that Homestake is sincerely concerned
with environmental balance and we feel confident that honest cooperation
can lead to true utilization of all our natural resources, scenic and
mineral.

Sincerely,

A7 E P4 Ao,

Gregory E. McKelvey "T/
District Manager, Pacific States District

GEM/glm
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December 20, 1974

Mr. Robert K. Potter, Coordinator
Oregon Scenic Waterways System
Highway Building

Salem, Oregon 97210

Dear Bob:

By means of this letter, we are requesting the acceptance of the exploration plan
discussed in detail below. As I promised earlier, we have outlined a program

for evaluating the mineral potential of the previously productive Almeda Mine. I
have confined this document to our approach to exploration on the portions of the
four unpatented mining claims at the Almeda Mine Area which fall within the
boundaries of the Rogue River Scenic Area. Following the step by step plan, please
find a section devoted to Homestake's possibie plan beyond first stage exploration,
and a statement disclosing the significant economic impact of a well run mine.

It is the expressed intent of this proposed exploration program to explore for an
ore deposit. That is, a mineral deposit which can be exploited at a profit. All
economic evaluations will be made considering the 1) grade of ore, 2) configuration
of ore, 3) extractability of metals from the ores, 4) harmonizing surface and
support facilities, both removed from view as well as from within the Rogue

River Scenic Area, and 5) cost of extraction. As 1), 2), 3), and 5) are clearly
unknown at the present, our proposed exploration program is designed to answer
as quickly and efficiently as possible these critical parameters.

Soil Sampling: The collection of one to three pound samples of subsurface
soils for the purpose of analyzing the trace quantities of
metals and related important elements thought to be im-
portant at the Almeda. Present access is sufficient. Damage
to forest floor is negligible as the sample is taken below
grass level and the turf replaced.

Rock Sampling: Ten pound chip samples of rocks are to be collected from
existing outcropping of rock. No additional access is necessary.




Page 2
Mr. Robert K. Potter
December 20, 1974

Damage is neglibible.

Surface Geologic Mapping:
A qualified professional geologist will construct a map of
the geologic and mineralogic rock formations he observes.
Using existing access, published topographic maps, aerial
photographs, and chipping rocks from outcropping, the
geologist will not create much damage to the land.

Geophysical Surveys: It is anticipated that we will want to conduct Induced Polar-
ization and/or Electro Magnetic Surveys covering zones
proven to be anomalous by the above sampling and mapping
results. Basically, these two types of geophysical prospecting
methods involve reading the electric characteristic of rocks
below the surface. Necessary to achieve a successful survey,
is the induction of a small current into the ground and
measuring that current adjacent to the electrode. A gasoline
powered generator with proper mufflers and spark arrestors
is necessary to create the electricity. Wires are pulled
from the generator through the forest during the survey. All
wires, electrodes, and equipment is removed after the survey
is complete. We propose to use existing roads and rehabilitate
former roads to gain partial access. Both existing and weathered
roads should be upgraded to withstand moderate vehicular
traffic. It is recommended that a representative from the
Bureau of Land Management, the Department of Environmental
Quality, and the Oregon State Highways Division accompany
a Homestake professional in the direction of placement of
appropriate water bars, drainage ditches, and road grade
improvements. Where roads do not provide sufficient access
for a geophysical survey, we plan the use of a helicopter
to lift heavy equipment and personnel to remote stations with
minimal damage anticipated. Out of necessity, a small number
of helipads would be constructed. The selective clearing of
vegetation in areas not visible from the river should be ade-
quate. Disposal of removed vegetation would be at the direction
of the appropriate regulatory agencies.

Underground Exploration:
The intent of gaining access to the existing 7,339 feet of
working is to determine the grade of material left, ascertain
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the configuration of the metal bearing zones, and delineate
untested possibilities. A detailed geologic map will be sup-
plemented by ten pound rock samples analytical for a suite
of elements. To gain access we submit the following
sequence, safety precausions, and environmental safeguards.
1) Enter tunnel number 3. The tunnel is open and dry. Minor
road rehabilitation (as discussed in geophysical surveys
above) will speed access. The usual underground safety pre-
cautions quite possibly will be supplemented by the temporary
installation of ventilation. A portable gasoline fan operating
at the portal is considered the best alternative. This work
will in no way disturb or contaminate the surface. 2) Reopen
tunnel number 1. The west portal has been completely dry
for the past several months. A minor amount of fallen rock
in the portal is passable to a man. This small amount of
material should be removed and new timbers placed in the
adit to prevent additional caving during our program. It is
possible that this tunnel can be reopened with no rekase of
penned up water. The material removed from the portal
would be dumped down the dangerously open shaft adjacent

to the portal. In addition a sump and ditch would be excavated
at the portal to divert any water to the collar of this shaft.
This rock and water added to this shaft would be readily
absorbed into existing deeper working. A ventilation system
most likely would be necessary. The remainder of material
necessary to support any underground activity (fuel, timber,
etc.) would be stored away from the portal, out of sight
from the river. Within sight from the river and adjacent
highway would be the compressor--ventilation unit and any
human activity. Some sound is also expected from the equip-
ment. Once access has been gained to this level, we anti-
cipate evaluating the rehabilitation of internal raises (con-
nections between existing levels), to evaluate levels not

open on the surface. Such operations would have no surface
effect.

The above exploration activity should be sufficient to determine whether or not
there is enough room for high enough grade material at the Almeda. From the
data gathered, we would be at the first major decision point.

I wish to point out that the tunnel (Number 1 level) nearest the Rogue River is not
proposed for reopening during the initial exploration effort. Acidic (ph=2.85) metal-
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iferous waters are dammed behind the caved portal. Although clear as it overflows
the dam, once released it is expected to pick up considerable suspended material
while draining. Construction of a sump, settling ponds, etc. are possible; however,
these would be susceptible to flood levels of the Rogue River. We hope suf-

ficient information can be obtained from the higher, more accessable workings. .
Crude estimates give a volumn of 13,000 cubic feet of water that historically

has taken two to four hours to drain. Chemical analysis of the water presently
draining into the river is appended to this letter.

Based on results from the above discussed exploration effort, a drilling program
would necessarily follow if the economics prove sufficient incentive. Again, economic
evaluation would be based on underground mining methods with visually removed
surface facilities.

Surface Drilling: Testing for economic mineralization by drilling from surface
sites is the cheapest and least damaging means of continued
exploration. The location of specific drill sites is decided
by the results of the above initial exploration. Wherever
possible, existing roads would be used. However, it is an-
ticipated taat new spur roads and drill sites would have to
be constructed. Basically, a drill site is a level area with
a sump for water used in drilling that should be no larger
than 30 feet square. We consider it essential to require
close cooperation with the appropriate regulatory agencies
to plan the road and drill site layout. Salvaging commercial
timber along the road, the disposal of slash and the closing
and rehabilitation of these roads is planned. Damage is an-
ticipated to be small. Proper drainage ditches should elimin-
ate erosion, while rehabilitation of the disturbed areas should
be speedy in this generally lush country. During the actual
drilling, muffled noise is inevitable.

Underground Drilling: Drilling for ore grade material from underground locations
will be considered. The net effect of this type of work would
be additional human activity at the portal and additional
ventilation and compressed air capacity located at the tunnel
entrance. Sufficient space and road access exist presently
for such activities.

At the conclusion of preliminary drilling, the second major decision point is
reached. If all results and economic evaluation are favorable, additional drilling
is warranted. The impact of this drilling is the same as discussed above. Once
a body of ore is delineated (generally five or so years from the initial work),
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mining plans, surface plants, access to the deposits, etc. can be specifically
proposed. The only part of these future plans that can be committed now, is
that the location of surface facilities harmonize with the surroundings and
should not be obvious from the river, that the access to this site not cross
the river at any new location, that the effluities conform with all regulations,
and that the mining method adopted does not disturb the surface. Beyond these,
no mining organization can submit anything but speculation. It is impossible to
be specific about something yet to be found.

I am confident that the net environmental and scenic impact at the Almeda result-
ing from the above discussed exploration plan is far less than that already in
existence. The Rogue River flows directly on outcropping of massive pyrite that
contains trace quantities of copper, lead, zinc, silver, and mercury. Theriver
has contended with these outcroppings for thousands of years. The small rapids
created over these rocks must prove some challenge to the area recreationalists
who actively use the river. In our estimation, exploration and mining done by
prudent professionals within the scope and intent of the laws of men and nature
is compatable with the Rogue River Scenic Area.

Any consideration of an exploration program would not be complete without a
summary of the economic impact of a potential mine on the local community.
The creation of new wealth (the production of a new usable commodity), always
aids those adjacent to it. A mine could employ as many as 100 people with a
direct imput of nearly $150,000 per year. In addition, suppliers, utilities, and
the state benefit by direct purchasing and payment for goods and taxes. Perhaps
as much as $500,000 a year will be created and injected into the local economy.
Such an impact is an important, efficient utilization of public lands, especially
if it does not detract from the present value of the land.

Appended to this report are Xerox copies of mine maps which I have taken from
the State of Oregon Department of Geology and Mineral Industries, Short Paper
24, "The Almeda Mine, Josephine County, Oregon,' by F. W. Libbey, 1967. This
paper is by far the best record of the Almeda, and clearly shows the extent of
the workings relative to the river. It does not show, however, all the roads at
the Almeda., For this, I refer you to the excellent aerial photographs taken in
1971 for the Oregon State Highway Division.

1 appreciate the opportunity to work with you on a problem which we consider
worthy of cooperation. I suggest as a prelude to any final decisions, that we
collectively make a trip to the Almeda to review first hand the problems and
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our considered solutions. I am confident that discussions in the field will yield
effective solutions. As always, we appreciate your cander and request your con-
fidence.

Respectfully,

A

Gregory E. McKelvey
District Manager, Pacific States District

GEM/glm

Enclosures: 1) Mine Maps
2) Aerial Photos

cc: Gale A. Hansen, Homestake Mining Company
Kess Cannon, Department of Environmental Quality
#Andy Corcoran, Geology & Mineral Industries
John McKean, Wildlife Commission
Stan Lester, BLM State Office
Ken Mak, BLM, Medford
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STATE OF OREGON

DEPARTMENT OF GEOLOGY AND MINERAL INDUSTRIES

2033 FIRST STREET 1069 STATE OFFICE BUILDING 239 SOUTHEAST "H" STREET
BAKER, OREGON PORTLAND, OREGON, 97201 GRANTS PASS, OREGON

Feb ° 17’ 196)4

Mro. Len Ramp

State Assay Office
239 Southeast "H" St,
Grants Pass, Oregon

Dear Lenj

Just a brief reminder inc ase you havn't already done so. Did you check
with the local library or historical society about the history of discobery
of the Almeda Mine? 1 think I mentioned to you that Mr, Libbey is working

on a report on some of these old mines and needs some background information

on the early discoveries.

nge the weather is as miserable down your way as it ks up here.

Best regards,

oty




“~ennecott Exploration
1600 Kintzke | ane
Building L, Suite 230
Reno, NV 89502
Telephone (702) 82527772
Telecopy (702) 825-2977

January 11, 1988 KE““GCO“

Mr. Jim Dingman
P. 0. Box 71
Selma, OR 97538

RE: Josephine County, Oregon

This letter is to followup your request to give a critique of the Almeda Mine
property. As you know, in 1986 Kennecott acquired the mineral rights of the
Almeda, permitted an exploration program, drilled 17 holes, performed
followup reclamation, and then returned the property to Wes Pieren. The

following observations on various topics are based on my work at Almeda as
project manager.

Dear Jim:

Wild and Scenic Corridor.

The mention of such government designations as wilderness area, wildlife
refuge, and wild and scenic river usually sends mining companies out the
nearest door. This was almost the case with us at Almeda. The Almeda mining
claims were located by Wes Pieren before the wild and scenic law was enacted.
These grandfather claims Tliterally created a "loophole" in the wild and
scenic law for the owner to explore and mine them. Never the less, just the
designation of wild and scenic river will still stop most mining companies
from taking an additional step to determine if exploration-mining and the Taw
are compatible. Unfortunately, we have no legal precedent that I'm aware of
that has tested mining in a wild and scenic corridor. Until then, the Almeda
property carries a heavy burden which it probably should not have, and mining
companies will probably not go to the effort to initially explore the
property and, if successful, mine it.

Ore Potential.

Qur exploration objective at the Almeda was to find a large deposit that
would be mined by underground methods. We were looking for ten million tons
that would grade 0.15 opt Au, 4 opt Ag, and 1.5% Cu over a mineable width of
about 20 feet. (This was the historical grade of the old Almeda mine.) Our
drilling found significant low grade mineralization surrounding pods of rock
that would assay the above grades. I now feel that the property does not
contain ten million tons but may still contain about one million tons of the

C7
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above grade. This size deposit could be contained in a mass of rock 20 feet
wide, 500 feet deep, and 1000 feet long. Because of the poddy character of
the ore, this one million tons may be spread out into several pods which may
be difficult to Tocate unless detailed drilling is done.

Our drilling found that significant low grade mineralization is found
stratigraphically below (to the west) of the highly mineralized, barite
horizon which was our main target. If an open pit was designed, then the
minable deposit may be 100 feet wide, 250 feet deep, and 2500 feet 1long.
This deposit would contain about 5,200,000 tons of material that might grade
0.05 opt Au, 1 opt Ag, and 0.5% Cu. Mining this zone might remove an
additional 20 million tons of unmineralized rock surrounding the ore zone.
Please note that additional drilling is required to prove up this possible
reserve tonnage and grade.

With my wide background in gold deposits in the western U.S., I feel that the
Almeda would be a mine today if it were anywhere but on the Rogue River. It
is probably one of the better properties in southwest Oregon, preceded only
by the Turner-Albright.

I hope this answers any questions you have, Jim. I still hope to come up and
visit you and Wes sometime. Please give Wes my warmest regards.

Very sincerely,

e=_C.. |

Steven D. Craig
Senior Geologist

SDC/ab
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Department of Geology and Mineral Industries

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE
NEIL GOLDSCHMDT 910 STATE OFFICE BLDG., 1400 SW 5th AVE., PORTLAND, OR 97201-5528 PHONE (503) 229-5580

GOVERNOR

March 2, 1987

Jim Barlow

Division of State Lands
1445 State Street
Salem, OR 97310

Dear Jim:

The Department has received the exploration data from Kennecott
Exploration for the Prospecting Permit PRP-90 at the Almeda mine.
Therefore, the Firm's bond can be released.

Sincerely,

Jerry J. Gray
Economic Geologist

JJdG:rm
cc: Steven D. Craig




Kerinecott Exploration
4600 Kietzke Lane
Building L, Suite 230
Reno. NV 89502
Telephone (702) 825-2772
Telecopy (702) 825-2977

Kennecot

January 29, 1987

Mr. John D. Beaulieu

Department of Geology and Mineral Industries
910 State Office Building

Portland, OR 97201

RE: Exploration Data - Prospecting Permit
PRP-90, Almeda, Josephine County, Oregon

Dear Mr. Beaulieu:

Attached is our exploration data as required by our Prospecting Permit
PRP-90. This permit was recently cancelled. This exploration work was
conducted in NE 1/4 Sec. 24, T34S, R8W (see the attached Tocation map).

Our exploration work on Oregon state lands consisted of drilling five reverse
circulation holes into the southern extension of the Big Yank-Almeda Mine
mineralized zone. The target was to test the down dip extension of surface
mineralization that assayed 2 opt Au and 30 opt Ag. This zone pinched with
depth and we found no ore grade mineralization.

The following 1ist describes the exploration data we are providing the
Department of Geology:

1. Location Map
2. Plan and Cross Sections
3. Assays
4. Drill Logs
If you have any questions, please feel free to call me.

Sincerely,

s

b g

Steven D. Craig
Exploration Geologist

SDC/ab
Enclosures
cc: J. Barlow

S. C. Potter
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