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ROWLAND KING, E. M.
MINING ENGINEER & METALLURGIST
SYMONS BUILDING
SPOKANE, WASHINGTON

September 30, 1940

' Mre. R. D. Leisk, Manager
Sunshine Mining Company
Kellogg, Idaho

Dear Ross: RE : ORIOLE MINE

Herewith a brief description of this property, taken from the meager
date submittede Also attached will be found letters from Mr. Herrick
and copies of my replies. ‘

Apparently they are willing to talk in terms of some deal other than
the original one of $100,000 cash or $150,000 over a five year period
with a $30,000 down payment.

If it develops that they are willing to meet some terms proposed by
us, I suggest that we have a look at the property in conjunction with
an examination of the Almeda Mine submitted by Holdsworthe Apparently
the two properties are close togethers

While I am not very enthusiastic about that district, it is quite pos-
sible that we might find a considerable tonnege of milling ore, par-
ticularly if both properties are considerede

Will you give me your reactions to this matter?

Respectfully,

fud Koug.

KK :CH




Mr. 0. Y. gﬂm mc g{ﬂ'
American Smelt aefmmg Coey
Salt lake City,

Doar Sir:

This section of Oregon was the eumiast prospected
aroa of tho state. In 1882 its rich p;mm were beginning
to attract wide sttention. Sinoce thet date Josephine and
Jackson Counties bave prodnced sbout twenty million dollars
in gold and silver from lode and placer deposits. Exten-
sive exploration and proapscting has, however, failed to
develep sny jmpertant or long 1ife lode mines. The entire
production has come from rolatively shallow workings -
placers, "pookets”, and the upper areas of small veina.

The execoptionsl mine in the dlatrict 1ia the Oreemback, now
1dle, slthough there has boon some talk of re-openins the
property during April of this yosr. Its deepest level is
1200 feot.

Asocording to J. S. Diller, U. S. 0. 8.

7he diverse streases and subsequent earth movements
fnvolved in the development of the Klameth Mountains have

Diller states that slthouch the quartz uorphyry is impregnated for



resulted in widespread crushing end shearing of the rocks

but the fissuring was general instesd of being coneontrated
in nerrow bolts. The final veining of the rocks and the
accmming ore devosition in general formed many small
though commonly rich ore bodies instemsd of a few larger
mea.
At preosent some development work 1s in progress in
mines which hﬁm until recently been closed, as well as in
mines thet have been producers for some years. The district
has rixmy small ‘ian‘la, but only in a few instances are these
mills in operating condition. Many of them are dependent

on water for powor, and eifher the fiumes are dowm or the
ditches out of mpaim E’x&wm this condition exlsts, any
ore rich mough to stend shipment will bo sent to the
Smelter. Such &'mmenté %&if‘i:g ;m;;lwmd exm;a.é; ‘n:aczﬂ
sarry in the neighborhood of 2 or 3 ounces of gold mnd

757 to 80F silios. Since the oclosing of the smeltor at
Kennett, siliceous ore shipmonts from Southwestern Oregon
practieally sll go to Tacoma.

Iuring my recent visit to this section 1ittle could
be gained in e definite way ss to what to expect from
mthvaatom Oregon for the next yoar or so, as it was
dnrinp the reiny season and most of the roads to the mines
were imnagsable.

However, there was more serlous talk in Grmts Pass




ard liedford relative to the resumption of mining in this
district than I have heard since 1921, snd plans sre being
mede to re-open a number of propertiecs as soon es weather
conditions w&ll permit,

It will probably be adviaable to visit this dlstriect
ggu;n tho early part of the surameor to ascortain if 1t ean
ba€gepondad apon for o 1imited emount of silicoous ore.

By ghét time work at s number of proportics will bho in pro-
greeas. g

The Oriole Mine near Gallee and the Xallowhurn in
the Oreenback district were viaited., DBoth of these peopertiaa
made small shipments to Tacoma last year. Nefithor of thenm,
however, are properties thagﬁypu;d be of any interest to the
dining Dopartment. |

The Orlole :g a X:rso t%ult ftnsure containing short
irpegular shoots sald to average {18.00 per ton in gold. It
hes no important tomnage possibilitles. Within the shoots
sre small bunches of martz, extremely high grade. On the
dump there sre probably 100 tona of ore that samples from
©12.00 to {15.00 per ton. From this dump there has been
sorted 5 tons that sample {100.00 per tom. The high grade
will be anipaed,when a earlosd has acourulated. Threo nmen
are at present engeged in development. Shipments in the
past have averaged about £60.00 por ton. Hoither the grade
ﬁéyitaanaga I8 to be depended upon, Thsr& i3 no tomnago

sufficiently doveloped to measure.

Se
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, mxeMom,thnm orR. Ee Reed.mden
mll shipment of coneéentrates to Taem laat yaar, st o
loss. At present the mine 1s 1dle. 'ﬂw woﬂringrs ahmr
a8 win developod by & tunnel that gains - dept:h of 200 faat.
"‘he ore that was milled was mined at interwvals almg a
distance of 350 feet of the vai.n. m mtn is 6 mchea to
3 feot ‘n width, md aaid to twm@ @.m por ton. This
mine cannot be operated at 8 pmﬂt m ;;8.00 ore.

The Yellwhom iu me nﬁ.le acnth of hha areenback
liino snd 8 miles east of leland on tté Southern Paeifio
Ratlwey. No further shipments can be avxpected t‘ram thu
promm

Hessrs. Lotz and Larson made a mmxbax- of ahipﬁents
fron a m-opevt‘y 23 miles northeast of I.vym:. of eopper
snlphidu mmm'taa contam‘ln;‘fmadﬁ;nver v;ine; d;;d aém
gold, dm'ingr the past yeax-. Theso gontlemen apemted the
old melidated Copper pa‘operty mder a luse md bond. mt
the prnperty has been closed during the paat four months on
acco:mt of a minmdentending with the stockboldera. s.:h'.
Larson S.nfemd me that he expoctad_ te}got thelr 4difficulties
settled by spring anci resune éhi.mnts this 5&.:@01'. In this
ewnt, I will viait the property end make e f'm'thev Npoz't

_The property is equipped with L 50-1:@ mill. The ore
depoa!.t as deaeribed to ne by Eﬁr. u;rsm is & hrge ahear

zone, 12 feet of which haa clatma wul amplo eoppe_r with
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geod silver values aond a little peld. This shesr zone oon-
tains lenses of botter grafe sre running from a foot to

S foet in width, snd 30 to 40 fect In longth. The separate
lenses he claims will sverage 97 to 11% eopper. The shoar
some has been followed by a dmift tummel for 1400 feot, mnd
a maxinsms depth gained of edbout 8500 feet. The property may
have some possibilities, end if it looks promising after
examination I will refer it to Mr. Guess.

During the past yosr « small shipment of 6% ocopper
ore was mode by ¥r, J. A. Ourrie of Medford. According to
Rr. Curris the ore was mined off the swmfance from a cut sbout
40 fost square, and had not resched the boundariea of the ore.
™he work wes done late in the fnll snd discontinned as soom
&8 the ralny season 39t in. It is fmpossible to met to the
nine sarlier than the latter part of April. The discovery
was made last summer on some of ir. Jurric's logped-off lands
in the hills about half-way between Medford amd Butte Palls.
r. Currie operates a logeing railroad through this countay.
Mr. Currie will keep me Informed when he re-opens the camp
so that I ean makte sn exmsinationh of the mine,

In addition to the above work in this distrioct, the
Independent ¥ine, owned by Chas. C. Banfield of Fortlmmd,
should bs axmmined. The dsta sulmitted on his property
indloatos a fair-siszed copper property of good grade.

Thore has also beeon submitted s prospect situated
somo distanee off the mailroad east of Roseburg. 7The ore
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deposit is a rathor couplex lead and gtne sulphide of eon-
siderable sige if the showings én the surface cuts are on
the same body. It was described to me hy a ;ironpect;or I
bhave mowm for nmany years who sw:t‘m proporty last surmer.
e, however, has no iIntorest in 1it.

Recent attgmpta to revive mining in Southwestemm
Oregon have csused a group of local people to incorporate two
companies ~ one, The Happy Thought lMining and Reduction Co.
Its object is to build a 250-ton concentrator at Gold Eill,
The other company is The Sunset Smelting Compeny., Its object
fa to build a 50-tem liace Swelter at Gold F4ll. Gold Hill
is a small town on the Southern Pacific Ralliway halfeway be-
tweeon Grants Pass end ledford. Some stock has been sold in
both companies smong small investors. Tho undertalking is
both criminel and farcical. .

A Ur. Jocker of Denver, Colo., and T beliove Interested
with the Hece Smelter, has been seouting the district trying
to get the different mines to eontraet their expactant out-
put in the cvent & smelter bemé a roeality.

Interest in the construction of the railroad from
Grantas Pass to Creacent City (that will benefit the Gray Eagle
liine) is at present dorment, awalting the decision of the
controversy betweon the Northern Linea and the Southem _
Pacific over the Klamath Falls territory. If a decision 1s
rondered ‘n favor of the Northern Lines, it ia thougbt by
meny that they will extend their road beyond Klamath Falls,



eventuaslly coming to Nedford and down the Rosue River to

Grants Pass and thenee southweat to the Coast at Crescent
City, Californis. Also, s decision in favor of the Northemn
Lines might cause the Southern Poeific to build from Grants
Pass o0 Croscent Clity. HRecontly very substantial timber
{nterests have been considering the nurchase of the Hobbs,
tiall and other redwood timber pessessions (the largest com-
merclal redwood timber tract in California) st Croscent City.

I believe that eventuslly this ratlroad will be built,
and not the one that Mr. Sexton contemplated last fall.
This railroad, however, will rot benefit the Blue Ledge situa-
tion, as {t will not pass eny closer to the mine than the
presont Southemn Pacific line at &bﬁford.

Very truly yours,

S

cc. R.JF.B.
HehoGo
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