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later stream deposits, especially where modern drainage has cut through the old channel

and distributed its preclious metals throughout the younger gravels.

this is at the Sterling placer in Jackson County.

High Level Channels (Pleistocene ?)

A notable example of

The Rogue River canyon is characterized by high terraces along its walls, mdny of which

are productive.

They are most conspicuous downstream from lell Gate canyon,

The conglom=

erate is moderately indurated, most of the boulders are fairly fresh although some of them
The gold is finec in size.

are "rotted".

Shenon (33b) describes a gravel formation in the Waldo-Takilma area that gave rise to

the most productive placers in the County.
Pleistocene (Wisconsin) age and that the gold was largely derived from the erosion of the
Locene conglomerates,

Stream Placers (Recent)

He suggests that these gravel deposits are of

The bars and channels of practically all the streams in southwestern Oregon show some

trace of gold. "’

The gold may have been derived partly from the erosion of gold bearing

stringers cut by the strcams, and partly as a re-conconiration of gold that has escaped

from placer operations upstream.

Many of the small streams and gulches have been richly productive.

This latter process is in operation at the present time.

The gold has re=-

sulted from the erosion of gold bearing stringers and pockets in the immediate drainage

basin.

MINERAL PRODUCTION

Since the earliest days of mining in the State;, Josephine County has been important in
production of gold.

for war conditions which always affect gold mining adversely placer mining would be as im=-

portant as ever,

For nearly ninety years gold placers have been worked, and were it not

At present (1942) chromite production is being stimulated because of the need for chrom-

ium in war materials., Josephine County contains important copper deposits, and these may be
placed in production during the period of great demand for copper for war purposes,

Data on the mineral production of Josephine County (from the U,S. Bureau of Mines Min-
erals Yearbook, Review of 1940, p. 430) is given as follows:

Districts: . Mines Producing . Ore & old tailings. Gold (fine oz.).Total.Silver. Copper .Total

. Lode Placer . _(short tons) . Lode. Placer ,Gold .(1&p) . (lbs) .value
CGalice . b 10 . 18,143 4,992 740 .5,732. U423 . $200,921
Grants Pass . 1 8 . 525 . 35 555 . 590. 84 . + 20,710
Greenback . 8 1ON e 1,417 . 164 657 . 821. 389 . . 29,012
I1l.River . 1 8 . 28 e 7 285 . 292, 34, . 10,244
L. Applegate . 1 I s 2l = 16 18 . 34, 6 . . 1,194
Waldo . &4 ., 486 . 42 3,558 .3,600. 505 . 26,000 .129,297
Total "o19 51 20,623 ‘5,256 5,813 11,069 1,441 ° 26,000 $391,378

Value of nonmetallic mineral production is principally in sand, gravel, crushed rock and

limestone converted to Portland cement in Jackson County.
not be segregated from Jackson County production, value of ncnmetallics produced in 1940 amount-

ed to 384,143,

Total value of mineral production in the County in 1940 was §$475,521.

Exclusive of limestone, which may
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GALICE AREA (21)

The Galice mining area is in northwestern Josephine County, west of R. 6 W., and north
of T, 36 S., with the_boundary cutting diagonally through T. 35 S, Re 7 W. Its area is
about 300 square miles.

Geography:

The area is mountainous, with elevations ranging from 600 feet at the Rogue River to
4000 feet on some of the higher peaks. Maximum relief is, therefore, of the order of 3500
feet, The Rogue River 1s the master stream, flowing northward through the eastern part and
westward through the northern part. It cuts across resistent rocks and its valley is gorge-~
like in certain sections, The main tributary streams are Grave Creek on the northeast, and
Galice Creek on the west. Other tributaries have steep, short gradients,

The district is well forested with conifers on the more exposed slopes, and hardwoods
in the gulches, The hillsides are covered with a dense growth of brush containing manzan-
ita, buckthorn, and poison oak, so that the dense vegetation coupled with steep slopes and
deep soil cover makes prospecting difficult. The district lies within the Siskiyou Nation-
al Forest,

Transportation is limited to secondary roads and Forest Service truck trails. Poor
transportation has been a decided handicap to mining activities.

Rainfall, occurring mainly in the winter and spring months, is about 40 inches a
year. Maximum and minimum temperatures range from 0° to 900-

Geology:

Little geologic mapping has been done in the Galice area. There are no topographic
maps and the area i1s relatively inaccessible. Most of the areal geologic information
available is the result of reconnaissance work of Diller (14) during the early part of
the present century together with inferences drawn from work in adjoining areas. A small
amount of detall mapping was done by Shenon (33¢c) in the vicinity of the Robertson Mine.

The rocks consist of the Jurassic sedimentary series, which includes the Galice and
Dothan formations and the Jurassic metavolcanics. These were intruded by ultra-basics
(peridotite & serpentine) and diorite. The most prominent structural feature is the fault
zone, locally known as the Big Yank Ledge, that troends northenortheast through the Almeda
liine. Remnants of the old placer channels are found at the 0ld Channel placer and along
Grave Creek, High terrace placers are found along the Rogue River., These formations and
their «relationships are discussed in the section on the general geology of Josephine
County.

Mining:

About 1854 placer mining began on Galice Creek, with the work during the '50's being
prosecuted on the most accessible and richest deposits, Activity diminished during the
'60's and by the '80's the small placers were being worked by Chinese. 1In 1883 the Gal-
ice Creek district had an output estimated at $8000. Quartz mining was started about 1886
and in the '90's the quartz mines of the it. Reuben area became prominent; in 1897 the
principal quartz mining in southern Oregon was in this district. 1n 1898 the Gold Bug
Mine had a 5-stamp mill which yielded good returns; and the Golden Wedge was crushing its
ore in an arrastre. Activity continued for the next five years. In 1905 the Almeda mine
was developing ore and in 1908 a 100-ton matting furnace was built at the mine. In 1907
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the Oriole was active, an activity that has continued sporadically to the present. 1In
1908, 3000 feet of underground workings were driven at the Almeda and three quartz mines
of the district produced $23,580 worth of metals. In 1910 the producing mines were the
Oriole, Gold Road, Nesbit, and Sugar Pine, the Sugar Pine using a 10-stamp mill, In 1912
the Almeda smelter was operated for 30 days and for about the same length of time during
the next year. The Almeda mine was worked in a small way during 1915~1916,

During 1940 and 1941 the Benton mine was the largest underground mine in southern Ore-
gon, and the development of new ore bodies is continuing. Interest in the Almeda has been
revived by diamond drilling and by installation of a mill. The Bunker Hill or Robertson
was also active during 1940 and 1941. In March 1941, the Robertson Brothers took out in
Just a few days a bunch of ore worth $20,480. The Black Bear, and some other lode mines
are producing small amounts of ore (1942).

There were 18 placer properties and 7 underground mines in operation during 1941,

Favorable Areas for Prospecting:

The gold-~bearing gravels of the old high channels have been fairly well located al-
though it is possible that as the courses of these channels are plotted, '"breaks" between
the known areas may indicate additional gold-bearing gravels.

According to those who are familiar with the district, there are three "lodes" along
which mineralization seems to have occurred. The most easterly is the Almeda, or as it is
better known, the Big Yank ledge, having a trend slightly east of north. Next, to the west
is the Chieftain ﬁlode", cutting through the California claims, The most westerly is the
General Grant "lode'" that cuts through the Benton Mine. #hether these "lodes" exist as
units with metallization throughout their lineal extent is not known, but the alignment of
ore deposits and other evidence warrant a detailed study of the area,
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