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&alioe Mining Uistriot 
Josephine CountJ 

M.emorandum. Report 

~ell.gate Clai.JU (asbeatos,Au) 

Owuer: Mr. w. J. Hieber, .Route l Box 890, Vaneouver, Waah1ngt.6n~· 

ArEu1; 5 claims cuvorea. by bot.b. lode and .Plttoer. 
,.:;;.,:... / .1,,;.;.._J-~ ·,,, . ,.S.·."\, .~'; ~-. .,.: .f •• ~~ .,. ,,,,-.'. .·•-- ;.,.;:;,(;.,i;;:Jc• ... ,~,.J"'1-~',,·;>., · · "1<-.¥ $,.-..:•.··,,,-,'.'";, ,,::.;·•c:'L,-~e/f ~:ii,-,., 'f: ,,!7,• _..,,_, ,,;_ , • .., 

Location: SJI i, ~eotion 10, T 35 s. • R 7 w. The pBOperty is located 

gn the North side of the Rogue River t mile northwest from 

the ilel.lg6.'te bridge. A good grt.. veled logging rosd :passes 

throU&h the property. 

"Qenera J.. Into rr.na t1on 
f" and Geology: The property was worked bS a gold placer in the 

\ 
\ 

.\/ 

early db.ys tut has eiri.c.:a been largely mined out. Asbestos 

was noteu several yeera,ago in the o.rainage a few hundred 

feet uue north ot the cabin. A north-south 20' out was 

made along the east side or the drainage exposing several 

stringers anu veins ot asbestos. This out hua subsequently 

.,._II.pa"- e&d.l.y aa_,'11&_ preaent &I.pe&llJ.'U.,G"a pOQl?,. nut. 

usbostos occurs in serpentine aloug the oont&ot between the 

serpentinG on toe east t1J1d u tine-grained, gn,.y ~etavo~eonic 

•ock (mete-uacite?) on the west. The stream drainage fellows 

along the N 10° - lijo strike of the contact between the two. 

.. 
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;flit•• ~1~ no;·the~~~,~·;;~~~1~- ·;;ins of waphibol;·· ~~;;·atoa ,.~~-~~~-~- _ 
'-\ 

~~h nu.meroua oroaa-stringers at nearl7 rigj,.t angles to the main ;;·~'s., -: , 
i .!.'. i/ ~:) (tt t t~) ~ :) . ~ .. ;~, ,._ ~:1 .. ·,, 

Th• three main yeins vary in w1d. th up to a ma~j:ma~ d:~p.osaiblif 6 inches, 

. _ and .A1.p to the s011tileaat a.t less than 30° /. i.'.SbmEkfaii:l.J",gom& ti ore 
;;cf (; :~>J. ; 1.;, -~ ;. . · . ..: i; -~:- ~-.. 

a~bestos is present, howaver t. oonsiuerable _percentage or bri ttl&•:fiibre 
t 

material is intermi.xso.. ;.1:.-he_ ye ins t1re e.xpo-1ed for I,OBsibly 30t, 
'.':_·.•,•, .'•· ·,._. ;:- ,_: -: / ' ' ' '· ., • • >' : 
,~ - - ' \. \ "' ·• t' .•• •f ✓ ·' ~ ?: , wl, ,,' ,-

plaohill€ out to the north. 'fbe asbestos repdlTtedl7 is si,ottil;y 
~r . . - , ;. 

~_.t L~ ~••,; ·_.;, / • I· • ;\,,:•': '/ /}" ,:, -~~ /!;_;,,}. 

ap .Parent ly 

d&Te.l.oped 

at one poiut south along the ~triKO between 1he out and cabin. lloat ot 
,;-,.·,~ ,;; \, ;) :.., :, ¥ ~ ... 

& gee4 ti ... •a\>estee ia repor,ed te occur several hUI1d:r~a-r'e·E!·--t;··'nor't1iee:st· 

,. 

Re;.g ort J?z: H. D. Wolfe 

lnt orman'tt 
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Eoonc:aioa aDd remarks: -----

702 Woodlark Buildin 
Portland, Oregon 

This ooourrence ot ast,eatoa is too 

limit,ed to be ot any oommeroial 1n,erest• howeyer 
• 

the area appears to have 801111 merit. A careful oheok 

ot iile .aerpeAiine---~-TOl.O&.aic . 00:11 U.OU.. AE• IUlGoll&b 

edl7 woul4 ci.ia oloae aMi tional e.aoea'ioa oocurrencea 

am oonoeivably might turn up something or commercial 

interest. 



HELWATE CANYON 

Hellgate Canyon is a narrow steep walled canyon about 2 mile long, where 

the waters of the Rogue River flow swift and deep. This scenic attraction 

can be enjoyed by those who drive along the Rogue River through the historic 

mining center of Ga.lice in southern Oregon. Vantage points along the ,1erlin -

Galice road, high on the north edge of the canyon prClvide spectacular vi ws 

of the deep canyon. The feature is 14 miles by road northwest of Grant 

pass. 

The ftogue has carved this canyon in hard, massive, gray-green rock 

xhieh, because of their color, are commonly called 11greenstones. 1t These 

rocks were originally products or volcanoes and consisted of layered 

daeitic tuffa,andesitic agglomerates, and lava nows. As th result of 

heat and pressure from deep bu.rial and subsequent folding they have been 

altered (metamorphose~almost beyond recognition. The greenstones are 

interbedded with sedimentary rocks of the Galiee Formation of Late Jurassic 

age, and thus are about 150 million years old. 

Prominent serpentine dikes have intrud d the greenstones along two 

major northeast-trending faults nrured for Hellgate Canyon. Fast Hellgate 

fault crosses the river at the upper entrance to the canyon and is visible 

as a zone of highly sheared serpentine in the road cuts. West Hellgate 



fault is leas sharply defined. I~ crosses 1 j miles down the river and fanes 

out in a broad zone of sheared serpentine n ar Hellgate Bridge. A smaller 

body of erpantine, also considerably faulted and sheared, lies midway 

between thes two major fault zoneso The serpentines withing the faults 

is an attractive greenish-black altered igneous rock with charaeteristic 

wa:x;r luster on it ' s multiple sheared surfaces . 

The main controlling factor in the shaping of the valley of the ~ogue 

has been the hardness of the rock encountered by the river as it carved 

its way downwant,. Hellgate Canyon marks an abrupt change 1n the river 

gradient . Upstream from the canyon the Rogue nows with gentle gradient 

in a broad, alluviated valley which is underlain by easily eroded, in part 

deoomposed, d:i:D diorite . Downstream the river flows in a steep canyon 

with numerous rapids in the more resistant rooks of the Ga.lice, Rogue and 

Dothan Formation,. (Phote bJ Oregon State highway Dept. ,. Travel Division) 

- .. - - ... - - --



HELL GATE MINING AND DEVELOPMENT COMPANY (placer) 

Parks and Sw;~tley (16:118) report as follows: 

Galice area 

"The Hell Gate Mining and Development Company (dissolved January 3, 1,12,) 
has done oonsiderable work on a deposit of gravel on the southwest side of Rogue 
River near the mouth of Hog Creek at a level high above the present stream. The 
resultant excavations are in plain view from the County road across the river. 
No activity tor several years." 



HELL GATE PLACER 

Owners : Lou Robertson and Virgil Hull. 

Looation: Seo. ~o, T. J5 s., R. 7 W. 

Equipment: One giant and pipe line from reservoir on the hill. 

Galice area 

General: This property has a limited water supply and operates only during the rainy 
season. It has operated every winter since 1,38. 

Informa.nt: · Ray c. Treasher, 1940 
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