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702 Woodlark Building
Portland, Oregon

MEMORANDUM REPORT

SUBJ ECT: Dredged aAreas

LOCATION; Josephlne County--Greesnback Mining District. Sections
4, O, B, & 9; T 34s; R 6w.

Along Grave Creesk from l500' above the mouth of Mackin
Guleh and extending down stream to approximately L1000!
above Lelanmd. A strip 300-1000 feet wide, 1 miles in
length snd totalling an estimated 110 acres was dredged.

HICTORY: The Rogue River Gold Company begen dredging just up stream
from Lelana, September 25, 1935. An old channel of Grave
Creek soutn oi tis present stream was dredgsd with & bucket
type dredge belng used. The cperation wes dlscontinusd
in 1939 when work up stream reacied & point at wilenh the
gravels extenaed so desp tmwmt it was impossible to eclean
bedrock.

GENERAL: This aredged area is possibly the most extensive in Jose-
phine County anu is one ol the few wihich Les involved any
appreciable acreage ol agrlcultural land.

Tne airea dredged (see atlacined sketei mep) ineluded tue
foilowing soil types, the descriptions of which were taken
from the "Soil Survey of Josephine County, Oregon™ published
by tue U. 5. Department of Agricuiture (1983). Percentage
figures shown represent an estimate Ly the wiiter of the
pelceniage of the total acreage dredged covered by a pert-
icular soil type prior to dredging. The estimute is based
on the soils map accompanying the U. S. Departwent of igri-
cultuie publicution mentioned above:

19je-~~"ilugo Silt Loam---The surface co0il of tLe Hugo silt
loam comsists t%ypically of about 10 inches of brown,
friable silt loem conteining a small quantity of
small iron--cemented pellets and usually a larger
proportion of flat, angular fragments of slste and
hara shele. The subsoll, to & aspih of %6 inches,
is @ brown or slightly reudish-brown, compact silt
loam grading into the perent rock through & mess of
rock Iragments containing very lLittle fine meaterial.
The bearock consists of suhale, slaete, or sendstone and
occurs &t verious depths within the 6 foot section,
the average depth probably being lecs than 4 feet."
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45%~--=-"Corning Gravelily Clay Loam---The surface soil of
the Corning grevelly clay loam, is its typlcal dewvelops
ment, consists of L2 inches of a dull-red clay loam
containing 20 to 40 per cent ol mixed water-worn gravel,
The subsoil, to & deptu of many feet, is & i1ea, compact
gravelly clay loaum or clay. Tioe surface soll generally
contains & large quentity of rusty brown iron-ceumented
pellets about one-half the size of a pea, &nd in places
aecumulation of rerruginous material heas eauseu & slight
cementation in the subsoil., Locally some of the material
included with this type hes & light loamy texture, and
is somewnat more frisble than typlecal.”

"Certain areas have & large content of bowlders ranging
frow 6 inchies to 1 foot or more in dismester.-------- .
Usually tlie stones oceur only on the suirfeace, but in
places they are irregularly aistributed througnout both
soil end subsoil, For the most part they consist of
berd, resistant rocks, in wihich gquertzite, granite,

and slate predominete. In places, as along RKough and
Heady Creek in the soutawestern part of tis &area surveyed,
tie bowlders are so0 numerous @8 10 maxke the land non-
agricultural; in othexr places tuey interfere more or
less with cultivetion."

1o%~=---"Columbia Fine Saendy Loan, Grevelly Fhase---The sur-
face soil ol the Columbia fine sendy loam, gravelly phase,
consiet typiealiy of LO to 18 inehes ol light-brown
or graylish-brown to brown frisbie sandy loam, containing
& quentity ol water worn graevel representing & variely
of rocks. The s0il is low in content of orgunic matter,
and the structure is rather loose and porous. In the
lowsr lying areas representing the more recent alluvial
deposits the subsoil consists of lighter colored deposits

of:koose gravel and cobblestones, containing very little

interstitial maberial, which extena %o & depth of sevsral
feet, The grevel is of mixeu orgin, and altuough granitic
énd guaitzitie rock preaowminate, every formetion in the
region is representeu in the material.”

"lu the wmore slevatlsd areas representing claer and soues-
whet moduified alluvial deposits the subsoll, %o many
feet in deptin, consiets of stratitied deposits of water
worn grevel wuna cobblestones Iirmiy embedded in light
brown loam, In places the stiructure of the subsoil

and substreatum is loose und porous, but more commonly
the unaer Lying material consists of very compact or
partly ecmsnted laysrs in whieh grevel and cobblestones
constitute 60 to 70 per wemt ol the total muss,------ .

A0%=--"Columbia Fine Sanay Loam, Stony Phase---in places the
material of tuhe Bolumbia series contains & lerge gquantity
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of loocte, water work bowlders 6 inclhes to 1 foot

or more in diamster.-------- + The fine muterial

consists wainly of grayish-brown loam or fine sandy

loam, but in places the phase consists of deep

windrows of loose, round gravel ano rocks with very

little fine material,"

"The phase is confined mainly to low terraces a few
feet above overflow, Dreipnage is excessive and the
nigh content ol stones-renaers the grester part of
it nonagricultural,”

Clearsd land of $he CGorning gravelly clay losam soil type
located ad jacent of the dredged area apparently is being
utilizea mainly as greazing land.

Adjecent lana of the Hugo silt loam soil type is covered
by timber or brush and is not being utilizeu as fermlanc,

Lana of the Columbie fine sandy loam soil, botu gravelly

ana stony soll types adjacent (o tue dredged &arsa apparently
is belng utilized as grazing lend or Ior general farm crops.
Muckh of the stony soll type is suiteble only as grazing land.

Only & small portion of tine settling pond area is being
farmed. The remainder is tie site of &« sawmill operation
with the settling ponds being utiilzed as log ponds for the
miil.

Insofur as can be delerminea no redoiling hes been attempted.
Tiuere is no growtn on tihe tailings other then occasional’
small tlees anu brush.

Keport by; H., D. Wolirte
bate: iy O, L9200
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