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FREEZF DAMAGES
IXON PIPE LINE

(Continued from page 4.)
snow covered the entire site for a
depth of several feet.

My. Nixon and a crew of men
worked night and day during the
worst of the freeze, using every
available method to prevent the
pipes from freezimg and bursting.
Jumping on the pipe from the bank
was one method employed to keep
the ice from forming. This served
to dislodge the ice formation and
keep the water flowing, It was an
unpleasant wvigil which the party
will not soon forget but resulted in
saving several sections of the pipe
line. Breaks occurred: in some
places in spite of all the crew could
do to prevent it.

To the rear of the attractive Col-
onial type mansion which marks
the Esterly property are the ma-
chinery sheds. work shop. chemi-
cal laboratory, and drafting room.
The buildings are situated on the
upper side of a slope with plat-
forms built out a distance of some
30 or 40 feet. A small sawmill is on
the property for cutting timbers in
building sluices,. etc.

There are four pits en the site,
all on quite level ground. Due to
the regularity, elevators have been
installed to speed up operations,
Three of the four pits are being
sub-leased by Mr. Nixon at the
present time. Three men are em-
ployed in each pit, making a tetal
crew of 16 to 20 men when the
mine is in full operation, counting
night crews and the men in the
shop. All pits are equipped with
flood lights for night work.

The Esterly mine has been a rich
placer and a good producer for
many years past. It was developed
to a high state of efficiency by the
late George Esterly who installed a
large part of the machinery used at
present. .A wild life enthusiast, Mr.
Esterly would allow no hunting on
his property and ducks and other
wild fowl used to seek refuge there,
also attracted by food which was
provided for them. They became
tame to an amazing degree and
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Re-washing concentrates in sluice box at Esterly mine during past year’s
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crews ready to start again as soon as weather and water permit.

arts With Warmer Weather

operation on Nixon preperty. Operating
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was found in the face of a high
bank about 12 feet up in the dirt,
under a big stump above the water
in the creek. This particular bank
was situated in the front of a small
flat which lies at the foot of a high
mountain en the north side of Alt-
house creek, according to Mackey's
account of the discovery. Collins,
who was in constant fear lest somea
one should rob him of his valuable
nugget, cleverly contrived with the

help of a fellow worker to pack tha

piece of gold out of the country to
a safe place of shipment on the out-
side.

Gambling was prevalent in the
early mining days. aecording to
Mr., Mackey's article; and the pres-
ence of !gamblers was a sure sign
of prosperity of the mining camps.

A hrial wroc1ivnse "Tnf tha etara o

The year 1859 was recalled in Mr.
Mackey's reminiscences as one of
the most eventful years in the his-
tory of mining in the Althouse re-
gion. Gold dust was plentiful and
money flowed freely, a condition

which brought with it much unrest *

as well as prosperity. Greed and
a craving for power were qualities
which caused the most trouble
among the miners of the early

“days, although men of sterling

character and integrity undeubted-_
ly outnumbered the men of more
questionable character. X%
Rich Bar, one of the mining sec-
tions written of by Mr. Mackey, is
a part of the famous Leonard,
Beach and Platter claim, a deposit
of gravel near where Althouse
empties into ‘the ‘Illinois valley.

TR e svmtnnd . i Talh sislataln Pdsmm. mweices -

low hill from Rich Bar and empties
into the Illinois valley near the
Smock store at Holland, in the ear=
ly days yielded the sum of $300,000,

By 1870, many of the richest
claims on Althouse had been
worked out, according to Mackey’s
article, the result being that the
gold excitement was preceptibly on
the wane and many of the miners
had gone to hunt new fields. Only
a few remained, those few probably
men who hesitated at the thought
of leaving a country they liked
even though it would no longer
prove profitable to remain.
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John Sherman, brother of Gen-
eral W. L. Sherman, was the
author of the Sherman silver pur-
chase act and the Sherman anti-
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the Esterly mine, formerly known
also as the Llano de Oro mine,
previous to Mr. Esterly's owner-
ship. Jim Logan is said to be one
of the first to operate it on a large
scale with high-pressure streams
or giants. Logan was financed by
George Simmons, his father-in-law,
and an interest was sold to a third
man. Cameron. The three formed a
company known as Simmons, Lo-
gan and Cameron.

ALTHOUSE CREFK
ONCE CENTER OF
FIGHTS, CAMING

William Mackey, well known in
Josephine county, particularly to
old time residents, compiled sev-
eral of the mest interesting arti-
cles which appeared in the Golden
anniversary edition of the Daily
Courier in the spring of 1935. Prom-
inent among his stories was the in-
teresting one in which he related
tales of the Althouse creek mines
—incidents which occurred years
ago.

Now a resident of Creseent City,
Mr. Mackey recalls many events
which in the days of the early and

| middle parts of the nineteenth cen-
| tury were every day occurrences

-but which to the people of today
seem very daring and almest un-
believable.

The largest piece of gold ever
taken out on Althouse creek was
discovered by an Irishman named
Mattie Collins in the year 1859 on
the east fork of the ereek. The
piece, which weighed 17 pounds,
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around which serious and humor-
ous battles were waged between
quarrelsome gamblers. Such men
as Dan Lanigan, Pony Young, Bill
Nicholas and Joseph Wall, whose
names now are but a dim memory
even in the minds of old residents
of the county, were mentioned oft-
en in the article. Bowie knives were
as commonly used as weapons of
defense in those days as were the
guns which were brandished with-
out discrimination. In fact, it might
be said that “survival of the fittest”
was the code of the early mining
days on Althouse creek:

One of the most highly miner-
alized sections mentioned was the
ridge between Bolan creek and Alt-
house. It extends from the east
fork of Althouse nearly to Holland,
a distance of nearly 10 miles. Es-
pecially noted for its large yield
of heavy gold was McDonnell gulch
which empties into Bolan creek.

GOLD

IT’S OUR
BUSINESS, TOO!

You folks know abeut
finding it and recov-
ering it.

We know how to
make it into lovely
jewelry.

Buhn’s

Jewelry

Next Door to U. S. Natl.
Bank, Grants Pass
Branch.

MINING—A Great
and Growing Industry
in this Section

Grants Pass has long been the center of Southern
Oregon’s productive mining area.” This bank has long
been headquarters for mining men and the business
interests that serve mining. Last year we made approx-
imately 2000 purchasers of gold with a value of more
than $100,000.

Mining is one of our leading industries and deserves
the public recognition and encouragement that will
make it even greater.

We cordially invite the mining interests of South-
ern Oregon to make full use of our complete banking
facilities.

SAM H. BAKER, Manager = W. J. BAKER, Asst. Manager

Grants Pass Braneh
of the
United States National Bank

Head Office, Portland, Oregon
MEMBER FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION




Little Dandy Min

crants Pass Cour

January




Little Dandy Mine

& Grents Pass Courier, January 27, 1937













ne

St
il

ndy

a

i
£y

Little




LITTLE DANDY WAS
K00D PRODUGER

. (By Helen Turner Sparlin)

Interesting facts concerning the
Little Dandy mine on Grave creek
were related in a recent interview
with Mrs. Florence Hayden, 251
West I street. Mrs. Hayden, widow
of J. G. “Jack” Hayden who
passed away two years ago last
Se ptember, has been a resident of
Josephine county since 1913.

In making a brief resume of the
early life of Mr. Hayden, Mrs. Hay-
den stated that her husband’s fam-
ily came west from Boston in 1861,
via the Isthmus of Panama railroad
and up the coast in the old steamer,
the Jonathan, shortly before Jack
Hayden’s birth, The Hayden fam-
ily first made their home in Sa-
lem. where he was born, moving
later to Portland.

“My husband’s father was an in-
timate friends of Gov. Grover,
fourth governor of Oregon”, Mrs.
Hayden stated.” When my husband
was born, the governor named him
christening him John Grover after
the governor’'s father.”

“Due to poor health, the elder
Mr. Hayden was forced to move
from the city to the country. sc
with a partner he purchased 2200
acres of land on the MacKenzie
river near Eugene and with three
of the older sons, Jack, Charles anc
Will, went into stock raising,

“My husbard’s mother and the
younger clildren had remained in
FPortiand for a time, following the
others’ move to their new home.
On the day of her arrival in Eugene
to join them, her husband was
killed by a runaway team on his
way to the station to meet his
family”.

“Following his father’s death my
husband worked at various occupa-
tions, learning the carpenter trade
which he later followed to a con-
siderable extent. It was during the
panic in Tacoma where he was liv-
ing 40 years ago that he decided
to come to Grants Pass, having
heard of the mining possibilities in
this section of the state. He became
acquainted with a man mnamed
John Hall, with whom he bought a
small partly developed mine on




mine. They built a primitive type

of mill for grinding ore, known as
an arastra, and worked this mine
for some time.”

“It was while Mr. Hayden was
prospecting at the Hall mine that
he discovered what became known
as the Liitle Dandy or Jack Hay-
den mine. He sold his interest in
the Hall mine to his partner and
began to work his newly discov-
ered mine. He built a little home,
set out fruit trees and planted a
garden. Over a period of several
years Mr. Hayden fook $10.000 in
gold from the mine without any
machinery”.

At various times when interest in
mining would wane Mr. Hayden
went to San Francisco where he
followed carpentering as a voca-
tion. On one of his trips to the city
he assisted in the building of the
Emporium, Mrs. Hayden stated.

It was in 1913 that Mr. Hayden
married, Florence Lacy Fleming in
San Francisco. With his bride he
returned to the Little Dandy mine
on Grave creek, where they madg
their home for many years.

“I had never seen a mine and
knew less than nothing of mining.
except what I had read”, remarked
Mrs. Hayden. “It was not long,

however, until I had taken a keen
interest in our mine and I spent @
great deal of time digging around
in the hills. I discovered eight dif-
ferent out crops where the torp
edge of stringers came near the
surface of the ground, and as a re-
sult of my discovery my husband
took out several tons of extra good
ore from these spots”.

“Often, while digging around in
the rocks, I would find what 1
thought was a piece of quartz rich
in gold. Closer observation, how-
ever, would show me that was only
mica. Thus I discovered that “all
is not gold that glitters”, said Mrs.
Hayden with a smile.

“Only a person who has mined
knows what a thrill it is to strike
quartz while prospecting”, Mrs.
Hayden said. “It feels so different
from ordinary rock that one can
tell the moment the pick or shovel
hits the quartz”.

Following Mr. Hayden’s - death
two years ago last September, Mrs
Hayden remained at the mine for
about a year.

Since Mrs. Hayden has lived ir
Grants Pass. the mine has not beer
operated. Doris Hayden, employe:
of the Courier, lives with her moth
er at 251 West I street.
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