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702 Woodlark Building

Portland, Oregon
o
= Bear Placers, Inc. : Illinois River area
b _ Waldo area

Quner: G. C, Foster, & others, Independence Placer, Seima, Oregon
(reported sold to "the archbishop™)

Location: SWi sec. 36, T. 388., R. 9W., in Illinois River mining
a aree, and NW} sec.l, T. 39S. R. 9W., in Weldo Mining

? erca, betwsen Fldler's and Days Gulches, on tﬂe west
side of Josephine Creek and 200 feet above the Creek.

Area: Fourteen claims.

History; This is one of the lerger "high channel" placers

along Josephine Creek, The ares was hydraulicked ex-
tensivély and mefges'with the Norton placer to the northe. Foster
reports thet there is 1100 feet of bsdrock drift.

Geology: The country roeck is serpentius and serpentinized perie
dotite. 1t weathers to & buff coclor and the surface-
hes "knots"™ which are the unaltsred pyroxenes, Fresh

exposures in road cuts show rock that is slick and greenish, loeally

called "serpentite™, Bedrock 1s very uneven and usually is gquite
herd.

Josephine Creek has been placered at the present
stream level, About 50 feet above the crcek level is the remnant
of an old terrace., Where this terrace has been placered, bed-
rock shows &as & decidcd bench on both sides of the stream, Jose=

. phine Creek has cuv & boxslike csnyon in this bench, Two hund-
red feet above tiie ereek is another terrace thet is covered with
an "old gravel deposit". The gravel is well indureted, almost

to cement gravel., In placss it is thoroughly weathered so that the
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boulders and cobbles are "rétted". Prinecipal rock is serpentine,

The floor of this upper terrace mey descend toward the
north, as similar gravel is found overlying the more recent lower
terrace at the Independence Plecer, at the mouth of Josephine
Cresk,

The upper terrace certainly appears to be a portion of
the old Focene high channel deposits, similar to those south of
Waldo, and deseribed by Shenon (33: Bull. 846-B). It mey be the
northward extension of the Waldo high channef, No evidence hes
been found, to date, of a northward extension Immedictely beyond
the mouth erDeer Creek, Slmiler old, decomposed, indurated,
high chenmel gravel is found et the Big Four placer on FPickett
Gréek,Nghd aﬁ this Old Qhannel placer nser Galiece.

The channel at the Bear placer is reported by Foster
to be 200 feet wide, 6000 fcoet long, and averages 100 feet deep.
Gold is scattered through the deposit, as well as concentrated ﬁn
bedrock. Bedrock nuggets mey be watermelon seed size and shape,

Josephinite nuggets are not found liere, although-they are found
in the lowér terrace and in the present stream gravels.

The lower (50') channel appears to be more recent than
the upper (200() channel. The gravel is not as well indurated
and gold is more uniformly distributed through it. Bedrock con=
centration is not as heavy .as in the upper channelk.

Development: Both terraces heve been hydraulicked and bedrock

underlying the gravel and on the flanks of the
terraces has been deeply cut for tailing races..

Boulders up to 15 inches in diameter are common. Some red soil
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(cheraeteristic of the high channel deposits) is found. Remnants

of extensive diteh and flume lines are present;'tha water prob-

ably came from Fidler's Gulch and from Days Gulch on the west
i silde of Josephine Creek. No estimate was made of the yardage
removed but 1% must heve been in the order of millions of yards,

There 1s no activity at prescnt, except for small scale

work and occasional sniping.

g References: Shenon U. S. G. 8. Bull. 846-B, 1933
0. s. D- Go & },‘\(‘{- I.’ Liines C&t&log,

Informants: George C. Foster, 4/3/40

Ray C. Treasher, 10/19/42,

—
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RECORD XDENTIFICATICN
RECORD NDevcecoccocese MOECE T O
RECORD TYPEccescocaes XIM
COUNTRY/ZIRGANI ZATION. USES
DEPOSIT NOeceesseocace ODPEMI 100-333
MAP CUDE NDe OF REC..

KEPORTER
NAHE.‘.....‘......... L B S JDHNSBN. HAUREEN G.
UPD‘TED"..........‘.........C. Bl 55
BYO.........‘.... SE &S S e S0 caESs FERNS’ EARK L. ‘BRG&KS. HE“ARD (-C’

NAME AND LOCATION . — ‘7

DEPQSIT NAHE‘...I.....&......(B‘EAR PLAC g”

MINING DISTRICT/AREA/SUBDIST. ILLINOIS RIVER

CDUNIRY CDDE...........‘..... .’5
COUNTRY NAME: UNITED STATES

STAIE CDDE.........I..... OR
STATE NAME: OJREGON

cDuNIY.‘.O..........'.... JOSEFH!‘E

ORAINAGE AREAeccececssseee 17100311 PACIFIC NORTHREST
PHYSLOGRAPHIC PRIVeseoecooe 13 KLAMATH MOUNTAINS

LAND CLASSIFICATIONceceeee &1

QUAD SCALE QUAD ND OR NAHME

1: 62500 CAVE JUNCTION

LATITUDE LONG ITUDE

42-13-08N 123-42-34%
UTM NORTHING UTH EASTING UTM ZONE NO

46740971 461650.2 +10 .

|

MR ZL 39¢ %
RANGE e e oo 09K ,
SECTIONe. o1 |
MERIDIAN. i

POSITION FROM NEAREST PROMINENT LOCALITY: ON JOSEPHINE CREEK E%IEEEN DAY®*S & FIDLER GULCH

COMMDDITY INFORMATION j
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JRE MATERIALS (MINERALS yROCKSETC.):
GOLDs PLATINUM,; JOSEPHINITE (NICKXEL-IRON), OREGONITE (NICKEL-IRUN AKRSENIDE)

EXPLORATION AND DEVELGPMENT
STATUS OF EX3L0OR. OR DEV. 8

DESCRIPTION OF DEPDSIT

DEPOSLIT TYPES:
PLACER
FORM/SHAPE OF DEPOGSIT:

SIZE/DIRECTIONAL DATA
SIZE OF DEPO3SITeeeeee SHALL
HA! LE"G[-"'..“..O... 5000 Fr
MAK HIDTHecacscaccees 200 FT
MAX THICKNESSeeecseecee 100 FT
COMMENTS(DESCRIPIION OF DEPOSIT):
EEDROCK ORIFTING

DESCRIPTION OF WORKINGS
SURFACE AND UNDERGROUND

COMMENTS(DESCR1IP. OF WORKINGS):
OVER 1100 FEET OF DRIFTS ON BEDROICK

PRODUCTION
YES
SMALL PRODUCTION

CUMULATIVE PRODUCTION (ORE,COMM]) osCONCesOVERBURS)

1TEM ACC AMOUNY THOUS.UNITS YEAR GRADE 4REMARKS
15 KU £ST 0020.000 02 PRE-1940
23 AU, EST SOME PRE 1940 AU

-

PROBUCTION COMMENTSeeee JOSEPHINITE AND DREGONITE RECODVERED FUR WMINERAL COLLECTERS
GEOLOGY AND MINERALOGY

AGE OF HOST ROCKSeecoecscsess AUAT
HOST ROCK TYPESeeeesvosesesee BENCH GRAVEL AND CUNGLOMERATE

LOCAL GEOLOGY
COMMENTS (GEDLJOGY AND MINERALDGY) :
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