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. 1 y (
orn Mine neady to Upen on Large .

After a year and a half of prepar-
ption, another of Jiosephine county’s
old-time heavy producing placer
mines is ready to be opened on a
large- scale program. :

The Elkhorn mine on ‘Briggs
creek, near Ferren ranger station,
has for 50 years yielded fortunes in
gold. Now a group of Seattle min-
ing men have taken a lease with
contract to purchase the property
and after 18 months of repairing
ditches, pipelines, flumes. roads and
other equipment and developments
they have been awaiting a thaw to
provide water for their work.

R. T. Davison. secretary-ireasurer
and general manager for the Seattle
group said that when the mine
opens it will put 20 men to work
with a daily payroll of about $75.
Mr .Davison’s closest associates are
C. J. Sims, vice-president; and H.
C. Payzant, general superintendent.

It was about 50 years ago that Abe
Ferren discovered the Elkhorn
property. After several years he
sold to a man named Bain. Davison
said it is reported both men took
out sizeable fortunes,

The property was acquired about

10 years ago by E. E. Young. For the.
following nine years he operate

e operated

; 1,000
equipment, supplies, and payments
on the lease.

There are now two ditches, one
2% miles long with a capacity of 50
cubic feet per second, and one one-
mile long ditch with a eapacity of
six second feet.

There are 3,000 feet of pipe on the
property, with three monitors aimed
at the gravel bank in which there
is an estimated 5.000,000 cubic yards
of “pay dirt”.

i t i % View of Elkhorn mine, old-time heavy producer, showing part oi_’ pipe-line
mglthgr fﬁ&’iﬁfﬁhﬁ?ﬁgﬁ abls;:z- laid through rugged Briggs’vCreek section of Josephine county. The mine is now
houses, mess hall dining toom, and ready to operate again after a year and a half of construction work, including
al Inecessary hand tools. : new flumes, ditches, roads and pipe lines to carry water for hydraulicking,

In preparing for the run”, It Was @ e
necessary to build one-half miie of
road, build and rebuild pipe-line
bridges across creeks, improve the
ditches, penstocks and flumes, re-
pair and re-lay pipe lines. They
have been waiting for water since
the first of the year, when the last
of their preparations were made.
When they begin operating, Da-
vison figures. it will be possible to
move 3,500 cubic yards of gravel a
day. Prospects are based on a fig-
ure of 30 cents per yard, but on the
property are pits from which the
gravel averaged 86 cents per yard,
The snows have blocked the road
to the mine, and to get to the prop-
erty it is necessary to go by way
of Selma to Oak Flat, then hike up
Briggs creek. e
- Davison has had considerable ex-
perience in operating mines. Thirty
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