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lkhorn Mine Ready to Open on Large 
PREPARATION Of 
PROPERTY T O O K 

YEAR ANU HALF 
After a year and a 'half of prepar-

tion, another o,f J :0seph.ine county's 
old-time heavy producing pl:acer 
mines is ready to be opened on a 
large scale program. 

The Elkhorn mine on Bri,ggs 
creek, near Ferren ranger station, 
has for 50 years yielded fortunes in 
gold. Now a group of Seattle min ­
ing men have taken a lease with 
contract to purchase the properly 
and after 18 months of repairing 
ditches, pipelines, flumes. roads and 
other equipment and developments 
they have been awaiting a t'haw to 
provide water for t!heir work. 

R. T. Davison. secretary-treasurer 
and general manager for the Seattle 
group said that when the mine 
opens it will put 20 men to work 
with a daily payroll of about $75. 
Mr .Davison's closest associates are 
C. J. Sims, vice-president; and H. 
C. Payzant. general superintendent. 

It was about 50 years ago that Albe 
F erren discovered the Elk'horn 
property. After several years he 
sold to a man named Bain. Davisun 
said it is reported bot'h men took 
out sizeable fortunes . 

The property was acquired aibrmt 
10 years ago by E. E. Young. F·or the 
following nine years he OJperated 
on a small scale at a profit, then a 

ll necessar hand tool · 

.bla~done. 
~t?Jiiteci 

~a'fei 
on , with about $ 1, on 
equipment, supplies, and payments 
on the lease. 

There are now two ditches, one 
3½ miles long with a capacity of 30 
cUJbic feet per second, and one one­
mile long ditdh wit'h a capacity of 
six second feet. 

There are 3,000 feet o<f pipe on the 
property, with three monitors aimed 
at the gravel ,bank in which there 
is ·an estimated 5.000,000 culbic yards 
of "pay dirt". 

Other equipment includes a saw­
mill, a hydro-electric plant. 'bunk­
houses, mess hall, dining room, and 
al !necessary hand tools. 

In preparing for the "Tun", it was 
necessary to buil-d one-ihalf mile of ~ 
road, build and rebuild pipe-line 
bridges across creeks, improve the 
ditches, penstocks and flumes, re­
pair and re-lay pipe lines. They 
have been waiting for water since 
the first of the year, when the · 1ast 
of their preparat'ions were made. 

Wlhen they begin operating, Da­
vison figures. it will be possible to 
move 3,500 culbic yards of gravel a 
day. Prospects are b'ased on a fig­
ure olf 30 cents per yard, 'but on the 
property are pits from Whicth the 
gravel averaged 86 cen1!s per yard. 

The sn•ows have blocked the road 
to the mine, and t-o get to the prop­
erty it is necessary to ,go .by way 
of Selma to Oak Flat, then hike up 
Brig,gs creek . 

Davison has had considerable ex­
l?_erience in operating mines. Thirty 

View of Elkhorn mine, old-time heavy producer, showjng part of pipe-line 
laid through rugged Briggs Creek section of .Josephine county. The mine is now 
ready to operate again after a year and a. half of construction work, including 
new flumes, ditches, roads and pipe lines to carry w ater for hydraulicking. 
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YEAR AND HALF 
After a year and a hali of prepar- ­

ation, anothe~ off- J10sephine ccmniti's 
ord-time heavy prodU'Cing pllacer 
mines is ready to be opened on a 
large scale program. · 

The Elkhorn mine on a,i.ggs 
creek, near Ferren ranger station, 
b:as f:or 50 y,e1ars yielded fortµnes in 
,gold. Now a gr-0up of Seattle min­
ing men ha'\1e taken a lease w'.ith 
con tr,a.c:t to purcl:tase the pr0<perty 

I 

. l 

II 

1'( I 
1p1 •• ·. I 
I\- II 

I SIii 

I :II 

- i 11 
• I .and aftei:- 18 months of repairing 

dit ches, pipelines, flum.es.. ~aacis an.d 
other equit)ment an.a, developments 
they have been awaitiwg a tfu:aw to 
provl.de w~te for tlhetr wo:rk. 
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R. T. Da~. secretary-treasurer 
and genera:! manager for t'he SeatHe 
,group said that w•hen the mine 
opens it will put 20 men to work 
with: a daily payroll of abiput $75. 
Mr .Davison's closest.=· t es are 
C. J. Sims. vice-pres:j H: 
C. Payzant, gen,eral sw . dent. 

It w:as ·about 50 yeal's a,go·1hat Albe 
Ferren d isoovered th,e Elk:ihorn 
pro,perty_ · After several y,ears he 
sold 1:o a m an named Bain. Davison 
said .it is 1:e:por tec:1 b0tlh men took 
0wt s!izea,ble f ortunes. 

The property was -:acquired ailJ ,mt 
10 Y€!.n'S a,g•O ·by E. E.; Yir,13b. llor 1:he 
following ,m.ille ~ ~rated 
on a small sea.le at • J'1"0 ·~ then a 
all necessary hand tools. 

During tihe past l8 month& no 
mining h'as been don$. The Seahle 
men hav.e coillcentrated on prepar­
ing the mine for a large s·car. oper-

' ation, and 'have spe~t about $1500 
on wag€£, with about $~1, on 
,equi,pment, supplies, and ', nts 
on the lease. · 
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There are now two ditches, i:>ne 
3½ miles long witlh a capacity of 30 
CUlbic f -eet per seeond, and one one- ' 
P1He long ditclh. with a ca,pa1city of . .. 
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six secoru:I feet, , 
. There are .3,000 feet rnf pip.e on the 
pmperty, with three m-0nitors aimed 
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• at the gr,avel .1bank in which there 

is <in esti<I]J,a~ 5.000,000 culbk yards 
.of " a dirt". 
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Other equipment includes a saw­
mill, a hydro-electric plant. bunk­
houses, mess hall, dining ro<ilb, and 
al lne,cessar;, !hand tools . 

In prepa.1:jng for tM "run",-it was 
necessary to bai.l-d -one-llrai:f mile of 
road, build and l'E!lbuild p-i;pe-line 
bridges across cree!ks, iffi!PIOVi the 
ditches, penstocks and flumes. re­
pair and r~lay pipe lines. · They 
tiave been ,vaiting for water since 
the first of tbe year, when the 1-ast 
of their preparatftens Wffe made. 

Wihen they begin c:wera:ting, Da­
vison figures. it will be possible to 
move 3,500 culbic yal'ds of g,ravel a 
day. Pra&pects are cb'ased on a fig­
ure od' 30 cents per yard, but on the 
property are pits from whilcih the 
gravel averaged 86 cenl.lS per ya,z-d. 

The snows have blocked the road 
to the mine, and to get to the prop­
e1·ty it is necessary to go .by way 
cif Selma to Oak Flat, then hike up 

-Brig,gs creek.-
Davison has had consi<lera'!Jle ex­

perience in operating mines. Thirty 
d'ive years 'ago he was in tlhe Sialmr,n 
river country of ld'a'ho. He has 
wro.rked near Skykomish, Wash.,. and 
as a youth lived a1mong the mines 
in the rich Blll'nt River district of 
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