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The Associated Placer Olaims on Briggs and Red Dog Creeks four
Niles Bagt of Oak Flat on the 1lllinois River,. Josephine County

Uregon, are the +atest of carly « day Geld iiggings to ve
realuiued,

| GOiDie was first disgovered in the lriggs Creek listrioct
at the <outh of ked lLog Creek, in the .pring of 1868, by a purty of
‘rospeatore frem “erby, at this there wus no roads down the lliinois
River Canyen, which was too reugh for even & raak <‘roil and the only
way to get through, the Country was by fellowing high iidges, the
distance from Herby, to :ed Dog, u«t thet time waz ubout Twenty five

wiles,

i'e W, gy GUIHE, luter known us steumboat™ was the
Originel discoverer of Geld at ied Jog, wnd to his son ien, -6, Guire
we are imndebted for prineipul fuct of this review,

g, GUliui, states that the first attexpt at inimg &t
sed vog “reek, wes very erude, inasmuol us the - iners, were unable
to socure any iumber, for Sluice lexes, und were foroed to ecenfine
their Uperations to what is known us ground sluleing, in the Channel
of the ireek.

ipe firet Lleanup of this ..ining reportod au .owder box
full of luggets, the - iners ignored the fine Geld, about 12,000
at the priee puid to &ipers at the time, whioh was 16,00 per ounge

iater on Lumber waf whip awed and .luice ioxes were
used und the Chapnols of beth brigge snd ed ueg Creeka, were worked
at such ¥laces as could be drained, ‘he iiners not having any iuups
were unable to work the Creek bed, only at the . igher bars, about
two. thirds of the Channel, ¢f both Creeks hap never been .ined,

in estimate of 100,020 in Gold was token out of this
dictrict, ‘Lis estimmte was quothed by Dulletin Lo, V4, i, (s iy
not Officiul, as no records were kept at that time othor than thue
Bank at Jaockoconville, Oregon,

After the Creek Channels were worked out, that is what
could be drained, it wee discovered that benches or terraces of
snoient river Gravel were from ten' to thirty feet above the oreck
shiannel, and the deptiu of theee gravel depooite were from eight
feet to twenty feet, with large soulders, on the i:ed .iock, the Uold
wus gemerally coarse, ihe largest iugget, recevered and reported
Offielally was uBlZ,60 taken fron &g, Jow Ligginge, Briggs Creek,

in Order to mine these gravel deposite, ditclies were
built cut of the oreek, to convey water te a sufficlent helglt
to enable :=iners to work these lars, with Sluice iexes, this mede
of #ining was not successful, s the .iners were unable to move
with pick and shovel, encugh ground te pay in the hard packed
gravels, These =iners would not work ground &t that time for leos
tan an ounce of Gold per day to the ian, :
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sbout 20, per cent of these (ravel Deposits were
iined and tedey a cemservative estimate of 200,000 yards remain te
be iined by lydraulie Wetheds, and & leow sstimute frem .'respecting
gh;dgraund will go over 40¢ to the cubic yard, present prices of
040,

iLe issociated Claims, Comprise three Groups of Flucer
Mining (laims, lecation right on Briggs and Hed Dleg Creeks The
Jelinson Claims, 264 Aeres: Whittig Claime, TH:Z WHIVTIC Claisi, of
80, Acres, are not ineluded, but the Knight Claims of 40, Agres is
included, cstimate Gravel yardage 200,000, ocu, yés, 1,000 feet of
11 ineh Hydraulie Pipe, and One le, 2, Giant,

Une Diteh 480 rede in lenght, 4 X 2 X 2, feat carrying
watexr from ied lUeg Creek te bBars on brigge Creek, lorth side reaches
an slevation abave Lar of 260 feet, will have to be partly rebuilt
One ether Ditoh out of West Fork of iHed log, 180 rods supplying
“ater for the tnights Clelms, head 160, feet very little repair,

there is sufficlent wWater in briggs and ied Dog Creeks
to enable liydraulie wining about eight isonths out of the ueason,
during the lgw water peried in the vummer the Creek Cuannel kining
can be pperated, At present there 42 ne Iiten out of sprigge, Creek
this can be secured, also the Yater Highte,

There is sufficlient iimber, ¥ir, }ine, and white
Cedar en all Claims fer all “ining Purpeses,

At present there is w hoad, one nile up srigys, Creek
frou ied log, te the mouth of Uwede Creek, This road cennects with
the :iedwoed ilijighway at Jelters, Also a road is being built te the
Dashier llace, at the keuth of Leoldier Creek, about one iile down
Briggs Creek from iied Dog, This read will be three miles te Uapk
Flat, on the lilinols River, Frem this peint a geod truck road
nineteen miles to selma, on the iiedwood lijgliway, then 22 , miles to
Grants rase, Uregen,

The Gap of two miles betweenr Jeldier and wede Creek
will be completed this Summer, The hed Deg distriot Las until the
present time been se remete frem ‘remspertation, that its .ining
posaibilities have been overlooked,

At the ¥rement time a Large .idning Cempany of rertland
and Seattle len, have seoured lLarge Pjacer ileldings between Jseldier
Creek on the 2ain Briggs Creek and the lllinois River, They have
expended considerable Leney in iquipment, and ars now ready te
Operate on & large Soale, alse many “iners and Prospectors, are
coming inte the district and loeating all open Claims,

Respectfully iubmitted,
Geoxg®s Do Toung, «ining, inglneer,
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