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TAKTLMA MINING CO.

H. D. Beasley of the Takilma Mining Co., has put a

great deal of time and money into that enterprise with

no returns as yet and indications are that if he doesn't
get the dredge into successful operation soon they may run
into financial difficulties. Beasley states that no real
testing has been done on the ground which they plan to
work. .

Reported by H. D. Wolfe
December 1, 1947
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C O RYX 702 Woodlark Building
5, / G / 4’7 Portland, Oregon

Grants pass, Oreg., Oct. %, 1800

Eroaet hL Rty o

E Mr, Adam Hay Anderson
: Apartado 866

2 Mexico, D. F.

¢

¢ My dear Sir:

As per your requsst, I submit the following report on the

ground formerly known as the "Chinese Derrick Cround ", situated

SRR TR

about forty miles west of Grants Pass, Oregon, and ebout 1} miles
from the town of Waldoj lying adjacent to the celebrated Simmons
& Wymger Hydraulie Placer Property, which has been worked for

nearly forty years and can be workded on & large scale for a

much longer period. <:;>

The ground known as the "8Bailo <§§§§ings" or "Chinese Derrick"”
ground has been from its inceptkégé? is today the richest ground
in Oregon, and for that mettg the Pacific Coast, In the
garly '50s, 1851 and 1852 <§$& was discovered here by a party of

sailors who deserted vessel at Crescent City, &nd making

their way inland s les, found coarse gold in "Sailor Gulch"

at the present town O6f WaldQ. The news spreading, soon brought a

é rush of twenty or thirty men to the locality; thence they branched
out in the Althouse, Scott's Guleh, Allen's Gulch and numeRouss.
small gulches in the vienity, where the sruface clear to the wop

of the hills adjacent to these draws and gulches paid a handsom
return from the grass roots. But like all placer camps, &s soon

as the rich shallow dirty in the gulches wes exhausted of the crsam

of its wealth, the cemps were deserted for new Eldorados, yet today

mining is carried on in a desultory fashion in the, same gulches and
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and remunerating a few men for their labor.

At the foot of these gulches is a large flat or basin, quite
deep and var&ing in width from one-fourth of a mile to severszl
miles, through which flows the 1llinois River. 1n a few places,
; notably the mouth of Sailor's Gulch, wherc the gold was first
discovered and the richest of all the guleches, the sruface-.was

worked by excavating to a depth of 15 feet; but the ground being

TR

s0 flat and there being no dump for the tailings, it was never
worked to any extent by wuite men and no one knew the values or

even the depth of this ground until a Chinamen, named VWong Back
Fong, leased fhe ground Irom one James Lytt$§§§§he vwnar by location
for a period of ninety-nine ysars. 7Th w ome ten years ago.

By building a dam on the creek and Céi&;ucting some ditehes, he was
enable to get water from his slugg%> es and Chiness wheels, of

)

which he had bullt three; erate pumps and one for the

; derriek. He hired mostl en, occasionally white men and would
| generally commence o ﬁ§§§gns about May 15th and be in active
opseration until ab e middle of September, a period of four

months, during which time the water in the illinois river was at

its lowest stage. This work, slow and laborious, wes the crudest
kind of placer mining; hoisting the dirt out of the pit witha
derrick and dumping the same into sluice boxes fitted with
ordinary pole riffles, whieh involved great loss in the tallings,

3 as subsequent examination has shown. After nine years of opsration
. his excavation was forty-one fect deep and from which was taken
about 50,000 eubic yards., ‘The heavy material was piled back in the

hole and a large force of Chinemen were employed forking the
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remainder out of the boxes to keep it from choking the rifflcs, as
the boxes were set on a grude of only two inches to twelve feet.
On account of the limited powsr of the pumps, they were unable to
raise from a greater dépth than forty-one feet, consequently could
not mine below this level, IHowever they sunk a shaft fifty feet
desp in the bottom of the excavation, which gave a total d;pth at {n
this point of ninety-one feet., At this depth quick-sand was en-
countered and the shait abandoned; There was an eye witness to the
facé that this shaft penetrated exceedingly rich ground end from
various sirata, pans of uirt were taken, Wh£S§§;OULd wash $1,00

'

%o the pan; but here again was a problenm
eould not contend, working to this dQﬁ3§; d getting rid of the
0

ich the Chinamen
tailings, so he contented hiuselfl rking the upper forty
feet a short time every year Q§§§> the dry season, and was in
continual fear of having i gisg d jymped or dose it on some legal

fechnicality. Chiname My in disfavor throughout this part of
{ Oregon and on sevaraf@%?y sions some them had been run out of the
v country by mobs, wh ¥ was known that they wers making wagss out

of placer ground. %hls Chifaeman had sad his sluice boxes robbed
several times and was very wary about making know the richnsss of
his ground. 1t is a well known fact that for two or three yesars

he was in debty not making enough while stripping the upper fifteen
feet of ground overlying the rich gravel to pay the enpenses of his
numerous laborers and the cost of improvements, consisting of dams,
flumes, ditches, Chinese wheels, derrick, ete. In the meanwhile,

after he had sunk his shaft forty feet find rich pay below him and

on the strength of which Wymer Beothers, who operated a store
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at Waldo, after meking & survey and examination, backed him in his
enterprise, so that in the spring of 1899, when the sale of this
% ground was consummated, the Chinaman's books showed an expenditure
8 of $59,000 for labor and supplies. What his profits were, no one
can tell, but today he is a Banker in Hong Kong, doing a large
3 business and reputed to be worth $250,000, all of which he must
have taken from this groundj/

The bed rock is seppentine, cut by some prophyry dikes, schist
and trap rock. The gravel below the first eleven feet is a medium
size end composed of pebbles of diorite, chlorite, schist, clay ete.,

lying in beds or strata, The first strzéi?;b bout eleven feet

thick, consists of wash from the Illi ver and contains gold
to the value of about 10 cents pe <§§;§ whieh is sufficient ‘o
o

pay the expense of its removal <3@%> verlies & stretum of reddish

clay, well emixed with gra leting from the decomposition
of an iron bearing porp The gold in this is medium size,
being coarser than t ng below it, This stratum is two feet

in thickness and hg§§9 value of §$2,75 per cubic yard, This rests
on a rather heavy and compa8t clay, carrying a value of more than
$1.00 per cubic yard, but which is not counted on for value

whatever, although it can be waved. Under this is a very rich

PR I o5 e IO T

stratum of the celebrated red gravel, containing gold to the value
of #16.03 per cubic yard,-plaoes in this gravel actually panning
75 cents per pan, or approximstely §$75,00 per yard. The balance
of the ground to the 41 foot level being clay intermixed with
sufficient gravel to permit thorough disintegration during the

provess of washing and ecarrying a value of 27 cents per cubic yard.
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Below this is a fifty foot shaft, at the bottom of which, quick-
sand was encountered precluding further sinking operations., Through-
out its entire depth the shaft averaged $1.00 per cubic yard end
like the upper forty-one feet, the gravel was in numerous strata or
pay streaks, some of which were exceedingly rich.

{hese results were obtained by an expert placer miner; &

Cornishman of many years eEperience in sampling plescer mines, and
are verified by Mr. I., D. Hermmond of the Hammond Meanufacturing
Company, who at one time offered to lease the ground of the ®nglish
Canadian Company and pay $5000,00 for this QSg;;lege, which was

refused. A dredge was purchased of the Hé%§§> Menufacturing Co.

and placed upon the ground, but it be too we&ék &nd in
every way inadequate to hsndling <§§;}avel breaking down so fften
that 1t was impossible %o run ually for forty-eight hou s,

As it ¥as set up on the la@%g d of the claim on worked out ground,
; no values were obtainegd ne breeks in the mschinery caused delays
L for repairs of fro o six weeks. This dredge was recommended
by @ man nemed J. z§§§indelk, whio posed as & placer mining end

dredge experty; but testimoney in a triel, in Ceptember, 1900,

in the case of J. S. Windell against the English Canedian Company,
proved that the said J. S. Windell had been an assistant and took-
keeper in a produce and commission house in Seattle, from whieh place
he went to North Brned, Sritish Columbia, and worked as & laborer and
roustabout for four months on & dredge owned by the Beatity Gold

;: Dreding Company, menaged by Mr., Symmes, This dredge was of the
dipper type, taking in sufficient material in the bed of the river,
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From this position he ¢ame to Waldo, on ths recommendation of Mr.
Harry White, an intimate friend of his, who vouched for him, A
subsequent operation of the dredged showed his utter incapacity o
to manage it, as well as the inability of the dredge to dig even
in the lightest material on the tailings ground. At this time I
was employed by Mr, W, J, Harrls doascertain what the difficulty
was and to examine and ta&ke chearge of the property, he having in
the meantime discharge, I saw at once that it would be an impossi-
bility ot dig with this machinery and suggestcd some improvements,
which were carried out and were successful as far as they went,
reducing by ¥12.00 the daily running expeng i permitting the
\ before. Still the

dredge could not pe made strong en th remodeling the entiwe

digging of ground that could not be exg
hull and machinery; rsalizing tué§%> y 1 advised Mr, Harris to
gonfine himself to shallow ns until he got 1n to ths

machine became a tot This was done, although a great

Chinese pit and there ?%igpn % run, if practicable, before the
deal of time was ¢ ‘ by stop.ages for .sepairs, whilst skim-
ming the top soil. 18 mai% shal't was twishted and the lower shaft
on the diggin ladder was broken several times, also the end of

the digging ladder breaking off caused a great ueal of expense in
delay, On getting into the excavation and pumping the water down
witha pump on the dredge, it was disdovered tl.at the tailings piles
in the pit prevented the turning of the boat, so Bhat a smell area
only could be excavated, This was partly due to the fact that

a point of clay extended out into the excavation from top to bottom

eand this had to be dug away before a face could be had to work to,
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Therefore the amount of gravel excevateéd wes not a fair test as
the part of the time was consumed in squaring off this obstruction
to the boat, and also the material excavated carried the least value,

only a small portion of the rich stratum being dug.

Two clean ups were made, the rirst from the upper eleven feet,
before lowering the water, the second from the thirty feet below

this.

The accompanying table shows the value per cubiec yasrd, the
number of yards excavated and the number of hours run. The net

result is 574 cents per cublie yard, a s;plnowing, @ ven under

these adverse circumstances and giving)s

riechness of the ground, <§§;>

With proper’ 'dredging me ex¥, whieh can easily be bought to

dea of the immense

handle 1,000 or more cubiqggi per dey, tiis ground een be made
to pay handsomely 1n a tVtime and be a very boneanza for its
ownezs, There are Qibed)ways by whiech this deep emd wich deposit
might be worked, néggi%, tha”hydraulic elevator system, Water

could be obtained from a high diteh under 400 feet head, but it would
have to be purchased from the ditch company. However, dredging

is no experiment, as the handsome returns in New Zealend, on ground

very poor compared with this, will show. There is in addition to

this original cleim of sixty acres, 180 acres ad jacent whigh'is

nearly, if not quite, as rich. The deep channel runs through this

and some of the surface ground has paid handsomely, with rockers,
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This 48 a valuable aequisition, mek ing the property, when properly
equipped, worth at the lowest estimate §1,000,000.00 and one of the
most valuable blocks of placer ground on the Pacific Coast.
Respectfully submitted,
Signed

Geoe M. Williems
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