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Snyder-Mackie SilicE Deposit 

LOCATION 

This deposit i ~ located on t he east side of the valley of Bummer Creek in 
t½ NE J SLc. 5, T. 55 s. , Re 6 1

• ., in Josephine County. Plate 59. It is 
roughly 3 miles from Hugo en· t :niles from Merl t n °h'J gravelled county road. 
It i s jointly owned by Glen ~1&cLie and c •. A. Sny·ler, Grants Pass , Oregon. 

TOPOGRAPHY 

The deposit forms a sm&ll nose on the west aide of a steep ridge, being 
about 300 feet above the creek , and 0. ( mile by wincing dirt ro &d f rom the 
Hugo-Merlin road. 

GEOLOGY 

The quartz crops out in an area a Lout 50 feet across and has been opened 
by a SO-foot open cut wi t.h. a ma .-.imum depth of 15 feet. A s.nal l er shallow cut 
30 feFt long extending westward from the main opening was for exploration only. 

The deposit is a mass of pegmatitic quartz partly in greenstone and partly 
in a weathered granitoid rock n~ i ~ undoubtedly gFnetically rel£ted to the 
latter~ The quartz is cut bj feldspar .egmatite dikes up to 18 inches thick , · 
and feldspar crystals • r . JCE.ttered spar ely t hrough the main quartz mass . The 
quartz is highly rhrttcJ:sd and sou1e11h&t iron stained in places, tho gh some of 
it is exception "' l;y .1ure. 

DEV •LOP ENT 

A loading platform is placed at the north end of the cut on a level with 
the floor of the pit. The rock is transported by wheelbarrow. 

ECONOMICS 

The commercial ~uartz .area is about 25 feet square, or about 1/3 the: area 
of the pit. Blocks of pure quartz 12 inches on a side may be obtained, but the 
small size end nature of the deposit may preclude possibility of production of 
pure silica on a l nrge scale. 

PRODUCTION 

Present production is limited to about 50 tons a month for use in sand­
blasting i n Portland. The price paid is reported to be t s.so a ton, q ~arry 
run, f .o b .. Hugo or Merlin.· 

RED .JOUNTAIN QUARTZ VEINS 

Sc. veral quartz veins rnnging up to 6 feet in t hickn ess occur in ultra­
'basic intrusive rocks o"l the northwest spur of Walker ;.,fountain, locally known 
.as Red Mountain. The area i s included in two standard mining claims, t he 11Li ttle 
Wonder" and the "V(1i te Wonder", ,1hich ar e owned by lllenn ,viackie anJ. J. D. Russ, 



- 2 -

of Grants :?ass; they are in the NW f Sec. 1, T. 35 s., R. 6 W. Plate 39. 

The quartz i s milky, translucent i n ·t hin flakes, and has a - rosty appea r ancfi, 
It is apparently very pure~ A feature common to all t he veins is th~ develop­
ment of a zone of fibrous talcose mat rial, probably an altered form of chryso­
t ile , elong the contacts of the veins. Thes e ts.lease veins r ~.nge f rom t -inch 
t c 6 i nches across. The quartz veins are genetically related to aplitic bodies 
of dioriti c rock. 

Two quartz veins have been eA-posed by prospecting. In t he main prospect, 
a 35-foot trench at :m eleva tio n of 1,500 feet just nc,rth of a prominent west­
faci ng ridge , a 4-foot quartz vein dipping 350N. is revealed. The vein i s cut 
off by a fault s triking N. 20° VJ., dippi ng 70° SW. , lateral extent of the vein 
is unknown , but i c probably very limited . A verti cal 6-foot vein of glassy 
quartz , trending N-S , has been pro spected on t he ridge crest sou the ::, t of t he 
:nain prospect and 100 feet hi gher. The quartz seems to be ver-:1 pc1re, but is 
believed to be available in small quantities . 
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