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ENf EHPRISE MINE 
\VORKED BY HAND 
DURING DRY SPEL[ 
One of the smaller nydrauljo 

:iperations which is yielding a good 
return on the investment is the Ea­
t~rprise mine on Indian ~reek, ii:\ 
the Holland district. It is 15 miles 
frcm !fplland on the Bolan Lake 
ro;:,d, about 53 miles from Grants 
Pass. 

The mine is owned and operated 
y M. H. and H. L. Akerill with, 

J1e help of two other men, mak• 
ng. a crew of four when in full op­

f!ration. Sufficient water has not 
'.:i.e€n available -to start hydraulic 
0.1,·erations so far this year a·n d 
pnly pick and shovel i.Vork h·a s 
b~en carrfed on. according to M. 
H,. Akerill. About $50 a week 1s 
.being taken out in this fashion 
while waiting for the water. 
, The m...ne takes in several adjoin­
ing claims which tc:gether cover 
620 acres. O1).e giant is operated on 
the gravel bank and another ·• is 
used on the water wheel to run the 
_hoist. There &re 1700 feet of pipe 
line. 100 feet of four-foot sluice. an 
automatic resen, oi r, 01: ·•self shoot­
er··· to ctlntrol th~'.vater flow. ap­
proximately a mile of highline 
ditch giving a hydraulic head o:!l 
about 350 feet . sky-line derrick, 
saw mill, lumber cabin and miscel­
laneous small too1s. The total in­
ves'ment comes to approximately 
$4000 or $5000, counting the labor 
fovolved in installation and the 
tequipment itself. . 

A large part of the equipment had 
.to be packed in to the mine as the 
forest road, which now goes to 
within one mile of the site, was 
built only t.hree years ago. The 
owners established the claim 13 
years ago and develoument work 
has proceeded gradually'from that 
time to thls. 

The oriE(inal claim . was pur­
·chased from the fote George Gel­
vin who worked it in a small way. 
There were ·only a few small tun­
nels wh,.n the Akerill brothers took 
it over. The latter lo)°a:ed two more 
claims adjoining the property to 
;rn:cike certain of a clear water 
right. 

Vtith warmer weather and rain, 
conditions are becoming favornble 
to start the lar!!e giants for th e 
seaoon's operations. 
. The Akerill brothers own anoth­
er claim in t.he Galice district 

' about a mile and a half from t h e 
forest road which is still in t h-c 
stage of earlv deyelopmept 


