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By BARBARA HAHN Olga Valen Cameron was a mem-  notes. Production since then may
Of the Weekly Staff _ ber of one such family, moving tothe  have been as much as $100,000, it
CA.VE JUNCTION — Once, it was Illinois Valley in 1904 at the age of 10.  continues.

considered one of the most produc- In 1916, she married the son of anoth- L B ; -
tive placer mine in Oregon. er long-time Southern Oregon fam- The U.S. ureau of Mines Miner-
Today wood ducks glide on lakes ily, the Cameron’s. Her new hus- 2iS Yearbook review of 1939 reports
formed when the deep mine basins band, Charles Donald Cameron, was  that during the year (operating sea-
son was generally from four to nine

gradually filled with water. Locals a partner in the then-robust ;
know the privately owned area as Simmons Cameron mine near the months) 75,000 cubic yards of gravel

>

the Esterly Lakes. present intersection of Waldo and Wer® hyddigincked atftheldEstgr;y
Yet in its heyday — from the late Rockydale roads. ;nul::e:[t])f silve?'uslillcveesr?'ecggverzg P i?
1800s through about 1945 — hundreds But her memories of the area be- concludes. Also, the ratio of plati-
of thousands of dollars worth of gold ~ in a8 a child in Takilma. i 14 Balrae estimated ab1 o3

and platinum was laboriously ‘Al the copper mines were going § '
washed from what was once just a then,” .she says. ““The place was At the height of production, the
cow pasture on a typical Southern SWarming w1_th people.” : pits covered more than 30 acres of
Oregon farm. It was a time when O'Brien was  the 3,000 acre mine property.

just another big farm, and cattle

i 1 d i W ! Pioneer Illinois Valley families ; y :
rs included Don Cam- owner in the mine, inheriting his father’s interest. owned and worked the mines, and :vooaur?dede‘t,l;tiﬂ;nogesc:;rem’th\zhl:il: {xtis ot Cabitontia i ib th
mountains of California in the south,

ty. Cameron was part This photo dates from 1915. left their names tolocallandmarks.  mine She recalls WKL paist fhe e o O e e e
A own miles o 1 e

farm, at the edge of the pasture, on “giants” that scoured the pasture,

her way to school in Waldo. : :
It was Don Cameron’s father, creating three gaping holes:

Theodric, in partnership with land- “Y"}{ had to be so careful with
owner George Simmons, who turned  them,” Cameron said. Like heavy,
the farm into a full-production min-  high-pressure garden nozzles, the gi-
ing operation, she says. ants would blast water at the edge

“Gold was very valuable then, it  between the bottom gnd side of the
produced so much more than a  Pit, carving away until 2 huge chunk
farm,” she says. “It turned out tobe  of the wall would fall in, providing
a big mine — very productive.” mineral to be run through the sluice

According to “Gold and Silver in bo‘)l(es. 3 d i A
Oregon,” published by the Oregon The mine ran day and night,’
State Department of Geology and  Cameron says, “You couldn't let the
Mineral Industries, the value of water go to waste.

gravels worked ranged from 12% to  After it was used for mining, the
33% per yard, at $20 an ounce. water was drained north to the east

“Total production to 1933 was esti- fork of the Illinois River through a
mated at about $500,000,” the book (Continued on Page 2)
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A wooden flume was built to oper-
ate the mine. The flume ran from the




TWO OF THE early miners included Don Cam-
eron, left, and Clay Ramsey. Cameron was part

L S

HUGE MINE PITS, “dug by hydraulic nozzles called ‘‘giants’
arved down into a cow pasture to create the Simmons, Cameron,

owner in the mine, inheriting his father’s interest.
This photo dates from 1915.
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