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•THE PLATINUM HILL MilfE• 

HISTQBY 

In 1849 gold:Ju tirst discovered in Oregon, at Althouse Creek, 
and in u~,,. a t/lllt miles f'rom there , on Bear Oamp Ridge, a high channel 
wu·locatedand w•ter wae brought in from the Illinois River by an 
eleven aile,fh. •.·•nd the hard caaent gravel was played with etrong 
currents of w r, with the result that a goog many acres of Bear Camp 
Ridge was ne' clear of all over burden. The bedrock was believed to be 
a h•atite ' : and nobody paid any attention to it until, 1n 19,1 , it was 
located by o:;- Httg~rg and Andrew Johnson. 

l 
,+1 LOCATION 
/ 

'l'hee,t :propertiee 6 o.laima a.re locat.ed in aection ,, and '4, TatIP., 40 S, 
Range 6 • .~ ot t,he fillamette Meridian, Joaephine Oowrt.y, State ot OZ-egon 
abolit , a!leis t~oa the California bOUJ'ldary line,i. One mile tram tlte wen 
ot Taldlaa, abOu), ,1 mile• tr• Creecffit City, (the nearest eh1pping point. 
by water)• and. a, miles from the end of rails on the California & Qregon 
Coat Railway. · Thie rail.-.,.d, at prea4Ntt., ie \Ulder consideration by the 
Pecwral govern,,-. to be ext.61ned 4:.0 Crea cent. City. If thie road 1• built 
according to p.,.a,-nt survey tbe distance to rail• will be about four miles. 
A good road connept,s the m.ine with th6. old Crescent City...Ora.nta Pae• 
~. juat o~'\•11• diet.ant. 

ORE BODI&S 1 

I ' 
Th• ore bGd,t consiata 0f altered ••rpentine impregnated with iron 

~de and has been, in several placea, t.lu'Ol.lghly exi,o•ed by removal ot 
4W, .QVl'RBUitl)llf ttirough above mentioned placer operations. One of the exposed 
~ ie about 200 feet wide and over 1000 feet long. There is one outcropPi, 
bg about ,oo feet below the highest outcrop,lengtmriee of the claim. A eut 
wu aa4e through part oft.he ore in ord•r to uke a ditch through which to 
rel.lOYe the ta1l1nge • Here a face ahcnra up )0 feet high &nd 1, feet long. 
PrOII thie piint down hill there is enough fall to insure one ore body of 
aeveral million tone, eo all the aam.plimg I have done has been cc'ltined to 
thi• ore body alone. Two samples of 50 pounds each., roaate<l Uld &u1algamated 
gave Mr. Hagberg a value of, respectively, $17.00 and $2.i.oo per ton, 
gold at 120.67. 

Some aeaays WY& made·in August. 1~,1 giving the following reeul,t.s, 
Au 1.2 oz •• o., oz., 0.4 oz. and 0.1 oz. ( average o." oz) pt. e.9J _... 
2.4 oz •• 1., oz •• and 1.2, pz.(avorage 1.47 oz.) which checks cl,,•ely 
with ay average of 1.4 tor platinum, but my gold on the same showed 
only $5.eo. That, however. 1• enough to 1naure a fair profit. 

Report-- Pagel. 

... 



/ j 

. . :' · .. ' ( > .. -. ; r<<-,//t--
On December 21 st, 19,, ;1. took several gi;-\b ..... Pl.•e·', picked 

trom the ground for a widtij. of about 200 teal · uti a length of abO\rt 
800 feet and aaaaya by Oba~ Lw.l ab.owed gold -,011Upt, of O.m' oz., ·· 
or 11.70 in gold and o.i,o, oz • or S 2e.,o iti-,.P1,t.1ma, atflJl.:r>er oz. 
I alao took one eample fror$. the face of the cut'on ;t.be upper part of. the 
claim•. Thi• euple wae tak~n by cutting two cbarpiel' eamplea about 6 tee't. 
apart for a length or about:,, feet, total eampl',, aggregating about. 100 
pound.a. Thie eame gave Au., ~.o,. and pt. o.6 pz. :0ne ••ple frOlll the eam.e 
place , aent to ~iller and lirk of San P'ranciaco;\,b eaid to have given -
Au.. &9.40 and Pt. uo.a ;,,_ · · 

Later I made a le-ichi~ teat and out of tour P<>tiAnd of ore extracted 
1,, mg. of bullion and separated aa followeJ 
Gold 1,., mg. 0.206 oz. ,1.10 per ton o~ ore. 
Pt. 112 ., ag., 1.71 oz, t64.98 

Inaouluble in Aqua Regia 9.4 mg. or 9.14 oz. mostly Iridium. 
!ailin&• 5 mg. ab.owing a recovery of 96.a,% 

Ther·e are water enough ~ n Allen Gulch for small operation 
For large operations wat~r would have to be flumed or pumped a 
short dietance from Ill1noia River. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

I recomend driving a tunnel at a suitable place, from Allen Gulch 
aide tapping the ore body so that all mining for many years to come 
can be done by gravity eyetem, Then to put in a clorination plant 
ae a pilot plant. Thie plant is f~r 100 ton daily capacity can be 
installed for a coat of not over -tzcr~roo.oo and at leaat 
$,000.oo should be available for •or~il.:..: .::,pit.al. Tb.e coat of 
operating a 100 ton plant will not exeed 12.00 per ton including 
mining and will give an ample profit ror all fitrther expansion. 

Seattle 5,2 Eaet Lake May 20th, 19'4. 

K.R. Paykull 
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