






































Whenever we have _a natio11al emergency, and there is every probability 
that it will occur these minerals in our area will be mined. All of the 
environmental conc;rns will be ignored, through necessity, arid the Kalmi­
opsi!, which locked up hundreds of good m~nes, the pr?posed Red Buttes. 
Wilderness which encompasses many more, will all be mined. The only th~ng 
the obstructionists are doing is putting our United States of America in 
a v~ry vulnerable position. 

It would talce at least three years to get into production and the envirc 
mentalists even admit that with new devices of war we won't have three yea 
to build up any stockpiles or develop any mineral resources. 

In my own humble opinion the question is whether we wait, and are force c 
to put up smelters in the Illinois Valley, at Crescent City, or near Gran1 
Pass, or go with Gasquet mountain, which is by far the beat locality. 

If Gasquet Mountain is allowed to proceed, and it should be, high grade 
chrome, copper, manganese, tungsten, platinum, cobalt, to name just a few, 
could be hauled the short distance at a profit and put severaL hundred mer 
to work. , 

Ga5quet Mountain, environmental wise, is the be~t location and will cau~ 
the least amount of emissions that would involv~ the surrounding areas. Dt 
to all precautions being taken, this will be minimal. 

One hundred and thirty years of mining have proven that the minerals are 
here. With several thousand mines having been operated in the Rogue River 
and Illinois Valley, there is very little indication of damage. One Colum­
bus day storm or '64 flood caused hundreds of times that. , How many people 
have been affected by the acid rains of -the volcanoes? One of these big 
volcanoes was located by a large mining syndicate a~d worked for it's 
sulphur cteposits. The fumes must have been terrible anct widespread. It is 
idiotic to think that Cal-Nickel's operation on Gasquet Mountain will emit 
even a fraction of that in twenty years. 

The early Nickel mine smelter at Riddle was visited about 25 years ago b 
a local resident on a camping trip. If they had not known the locality the 
would not have found it, as all evidence had been obliterated. 

The present large Nickel Smelter at Riddle has been running for several 
years and to my knowledge has certainly not been in the news. The town of 
Riddle is four or . five miles distant and still exists. 

I think the U.S. Porest Service and other concerned citizens should exam 
ine the facts firsthand before passing judgement against these ·,ve-ry much 
needed ventures. 

September 23,1887--Grants Pass Courier 

The work of erectin~ the 40 ton smelter in East Portland is progressing 
rapidly and the coming week will see the furnace in position. The ore floo 
which is 40 by ~.5 feet, ·· is completed and will , be covered over within the 
next few days.( A great amount of ore from the Grants Pass area was shippe• 
to this mill,). 
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Oreron i)bsr->rvP.r--Jan. ~J, J <in3 
Ro p: 11 e n i v e r i 1 ;-1 t r t1 .., r i C' c; 

J.,.,. nerr.iaM, supP.r::intenrlf'nt oF the Elk cn,e1< ancl Pop•.1e 1<jv~r Hatcheries 
reports t~at 1,nno,0nn ch:inook an~ Silversi~e Pfps arP in ttP rrocess of 
it i cuhatlon, whj r:h requires fro111 J no tn J ~n cla 1rs . The fish w.il 1 be turne(1 
:into Ror11e PivPr as soon as hatched. f-ifty tho11sanrl ,,,prp r,lantect :in the 
str,:aam not lonp s:ince. The water is col<i ann the connitio11s favoraDle for 
successf,11 hat~hinf. lit is interestin~ to note ty this and other articles 
of the tir,e that the salmon anct .steel head run~ w~re rreatE'r than at any 
time in past history. With we] 1 in exc,.ss or-/l1oc11'Tl enterl placer M:ines :in 
operation on these streams in Josephine County a11d with thf· AJ~rneda arn1 
other Minec; ournpinf hieh sulphur tailinfs iIJto the river, accorctinr to oitr 
Ste~J.heacters, Izaac 1\falt-on, and other proups this ·· cannot haopen. It can an 
it <lict. ',\'ithout a huilctur, of silt, sand anrl r.ea r, ravel, there> are r10 :c:;)a\•'11 
inf hec'l.c::;. The floods that are at r,er.ioct.s of anproxir>iatr--ly P.very ten years 
so, scour these river and strP.am beds anci without the rnininF or. other r:>ros 
there are no areas for spawninr. 1.'/e, who liave Hv0.r. h0.r<> fiftv Vf"ars or T"'O 
have seen our rivers and creeks r0d with mur., v~t yo11 co111rl litrrally ,,·aJk 
across on the ·salmon in the rivers aml c:r~P.ks. Wne;on .loads of thf'm ,,,ere:• 
haHJe<1 into Kerhy to the hotels and smoked or p tit on ice' t n fpprl the t·11sto· 
Prs. These came from the 11.Hnojs fUvf"r.) 

• •• 
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p osbj_bili t y t hat other sources ma~• have contrj bu t..;d old tc t he gre.ve l s 
in question . Several , :. le c:, ~ Sucb .,r Cree~ fror1. tL.e Leonard . anch 
t here is a fnir l l r ~e d~oeline OJ r~tion tat givEB 11 indications 
of bc:;in0 ,~"ite 'ucces.:-fu1 . The oricin of t.te cold froa tLi~ diperution 
is not knovn to l!!.e . No1· do I know the o::t igil: fc 1 the gold i n the small 
operations whi ch have bAen modeLetely successt'ul i 1 the st· ams tribu tar y 
to ~ cKgr Greek bnd Althouse cr~ek . The fact t~~- gold h~s ctuslly 
besn ob1,c,.j no<. 10m tb s~ ur ,,k inf1:;.r s t __ ,.~ t tr.e like 1., .tooi of g:>lu 1J ,ing 
f our.1.u. i=. -.,b.c e;l;i. L, is po ... ,. ioLi . It also nu..1.<g-"'rts tL'3t if' gold 
does occur 'Lllc! eont,.__nt yrob bly v,ill not b 1,ie;h--probs.tly -.. m£:tter· of 
a f0w c:__,nct; ...i~1· • a1:..l . lheth~r :::ir 11 t it 'Nill oc,~ur in 0co ... 1vmi o -1 U nt:i.tL:.s 
c · n only Ob :.le"t, 1::!l'Ill.lne.i b) tt1fting . 'l'he prop~:rt iss 0.0 have the advum,a ,.e 
in bdln of la~~? 0cr~ es ana thsr fore ninin~ could be done 0n a la· ae 
sc"' l e wi t.h G~ cu~, !1-:;.1. ~-t-~J<,tL1• costs . 
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l . Ge)l.1;.,y hn Ure 0s ,osits o' t e '112..t:il:ma-;:e.ldo District, 
Ur go • U. :3 . Geologio~J.l 8urv :lY Bulle; tin oL.1:o-B . Dy Plli4-ip 
J . Sho11on. 

2 .. u1· l Cu r11micL.i;juu \',/1.-lill r . ~. G. ,ie1.ls, G1:,;olo istc, 
u. ~. Gootociotl ciurvAy . 
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2810 
Mining Claims 
Williams, Jack & Rosile 

MINERAL CLAIM OCCUPANCY REPORT 

A. Summary of Case: 

On August 12, 1961, Jack and Rosile A. Williams purchased a mining 
claim along Run Gulch on French Peak. 

There is a cabin on the claim that appears to be used as a temgorary 
summer home. The value of the improvements is estimated to be less 
than $1,000.00. 

B. Claimant Identity: 

Jack and Rosile A. Williams 
Cave Junction, Oregon 

C. Reason for Examination: 

Determination of occupancy and use of a mining claim. 

D. Detailed Description: 

1. Claim Examiner; 

David C. Chamberlin, Forester 
U. S. Forest Service 
Cave Junction, Oregon 

2. Date of Examination; 

May 5, 1965 

3. Land Involved; 

The Merry Chase placer claim and quartz claim cover approximately 20 
acres. The placer claim was located on August 30, 1957, and re­
corded in volume 61, page 165 of the Josephine County mining records. 
The quartz claim was located over the placer claim on June 30, 1958, 
and recorded in volume 62, page 389 of the Josephine County mining 
records. The claims are in Section 35, T. 40S., R.7W., W.M. sur­
veyed, Siskiyou National Forest, Josephine County, Oregon. 

4. General Information; 

The claim is reached by driving east from Cave Junction on Highway 
#46 for two miles and turning off on the county road to Holland, a 
distance of 5.5 miles. From Holland take the old Browntown Road 
for 4.1 miles and turn up the hill on the #Eight Gulch Road 1/4 



mile before reaching Browntown. Drive 3.6 miles and then take the 
French Peak road to the right for 3.4 miles to Run Gulch. The 
cabin is about 200 yards down the creek from the road. The total 
distance from Cave Junction to the cabin is 18.6 miles. The roads 
are all-weather roads except when blocked by snow for about three 
months during the winter. 

The claim is in the "Bolan" area for surface rights determination, 
but no verified statement has been filed. 

The claim is not in a power withdrawal area. 

Jack Williams is a plumber in Cave Junction and owns a farm a few 
miles east of town. 

5. Description of claim and mining activity; 

The Merry Chase claim lies along Run Gulch Creek in rough terrain. 

The house was probably built during the 1940's. It is built into 
the hill and has one story with a half basement (Photos 1 & 2). 
There are three rooms and a woodshed in the house. The house is 
built of hand hewn timbers, boards, and shakes. There is a small 
shed in the clearing below the house (photo #3). 

There are some old mine workings in the creek near the cabin but no 
indications of recent mining. On May 26, 1965, Mr. Williams told me 
that his plumbing business and his farm keirhim so busy that he had 
not been able to do much more than the assessment work on the claim. 
The tunnel into the quartz seam has caved in and has not been 
touched for several years. 

Mr. Williams said that they use the cabin on weekends for a total of 
20 to 30 days out of the year. 

6. Land and Its Potential; 

The claim lies in an area with a key value of timber production in 
the Illinois Valley Ranger District Multiple Use Plan. There is no 
potential for recreation development in this area. 

7. Timber and Value; 

The claim lies in an area with good Douglas-fir and Port Orford Cedar 
timber. The volume is estimated to be about 35 M bd. ft. per acre or 
700 M bd. ft. for the claim. At $25.00 per M bd. ft. the timber is 
valued at $17,500.00. 



E. Conclusions: 

This claim appears to be used as a temporary SUIIUI1er home. 

The occupancy does not appear to conform with the mining laws. 

A mineral examination should be made to determine the validity of 
the claim. 

Forester 

Date ___ -;J.._- 7 ___ ·---'(j;....·_? _· _____ _ 



F. Ranger's Recommendations 

This claim should have a low priority for examination. There is no plan 
for recreational development on this claim and the occupancy does not 
materially interfere with the multiple use of the area at the present. 

However, in order to determine whether the occupancy is in keeping with 
the mining laws, we recommend that a mineral examination be made of 
this claim. If the claim appears to be invalid, the claimant should be 
asked to sign a relinquishment of the claim and a request for a non­
transferable, Terminable, Special Use Permit for the cabin. The term 
for the permit should not exceed three years, after which the improvements 
should be removed by the permittee and the permit closed. Three years 
should be sufficient time to allow a reasonable amortization of the 
investment in the buildings on this claim. 

If the claimant refuses, we should proceed with validity hearings. If 
the claim is proved invalid, the claimants should again be offered a 
special use permit with the same conditions as listed above. 

If the claimant still refuses, we should begin occupancy trespass action 
against the claimant. 

Achnjriistrict Ranger 

I concur in the recommendations made by the District Ranger. 



APPENDIX 

1. Map of area 4" = 1 mile. 

2. Tabulation of location notices and Quitclaim deeds. 

3. Photocopies of location notices and Quitclaim deeds. 

4. Photographs of improvements. 



MERRY CHASE CLAIM AREA 

Siskiyou National Forest 

Illinois Valley Ranger District 

Seo. 35, T.40S., R.7W., W.M. 

Saale 4" • l mi. Drawn by n.c.c. 
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Locator or Type of Name of Date of Date 
Grantor Recording Grantee Area Paper Recorded Vol Page 

Theda Wright Placer Location Unnamed 8-30-57 9-24-57 61 165 

Theda Wright Quartz Location Merry 6-30-58 6-30-58 62 389 
Chase 

Theda Jean Jack and Rosile Merry 8-12-61 8-30-61 16 237 
Hayter (Wright) Quitclaim deed Williams Chase 
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Photo :/fl. 

Cabin :/12. 

Cabin loo l. k·ng north. 

b ·n looking Ca 1. east. 
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Photo #3. Old shed below cabin. 
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