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Monitoring of chemical 

waste assured in 

letters sent here 
Visual monitoring of the chemical 

waste burial program at Alkali Lake, 
and immediate steps to correct any 
problems, were assurances given Lake 
County people this week in letters from 
Ernest A. Schmidt, administrator of 
the solid waste division of the Oregon 
Department of Environmental quality . 

The letters have been received by 
James W. Ogle, chairman of the Lake 
County Democratic Central Commit­
tee, and Glen Bogart, president of the 
Lake County Chamber of Commerce, 
and possibly by others who were at 
Alkali Lake Nov . 17 for an inspection of 
the project. The letters to both Ogle 
and Bogart stated : 

"Thank you for visiting with Fred 
Bromfeld during his inspection trip to 
Alkali Lake on Nov. 17. He has 
indicated your concern over the possi­
bility of wind erosion and the Depart-

ment's commitment t.o future mainten­
ance of the burial site. 

"This commitment is unqualified . 
We are beginning a program of periodic 
visual monitoring of the site. Should 
any significant deterioration of the 
fence, berm, rock cover, or any other 
aspect of the site become evident, we 
will take immediate steps to correct the 
problem." 

The chemical wastes, primarily from 
the manufacture of herbicides, have 
been stored at Alkali Lake on private 
land since 1969. Disposal of the wastes 
has been the subject of wide concern 
among ranchers , environmentalists 
and others for some time, and the DEQ 
has assured the people that burial of the 
materials will not harm the under­
ground water or other parts of the 
environment. 



Alkali Lake Dispute Continues 1/-23 -lb 

Gigler Says Che~icals Will 
'Have To Be Dug Up Again' 

"They are going to have to 
dig it all up again. And the 
cost will be far greater than 
the burial ," said Andrew 
Gigler, Klarnath Falls, 
businessman and environmen­
talist. 

Gigler was referring to his 
lost fight to prevent the 
state's massive burial of 
chemical wastes at Alkali 
Lake in Lake County. 

Gigler was at the State 
Department of Environmen­
tal Quality's (DEQ) chemical­
waste disposal site last 
Wednesday, along with the 
Lake County Chamber of 
Commerce. 

The burial was temporarily 
halted by DEQ as result of 
concern expressed by the 
chamber. But later Chem­
Nu clear Systems Inc . , 
Portland, doing the work un­
der an $84,200 contract, was 
ordered to resume. 

''They had three-fourths of 
the job done Wednesday," 
Gigler said. "The DEQ heard 
us. But what we had to say 
made little account in the long 
run." 

Gigler says he is determin­
ed to stop any more of the 
long-stored and leaking 
barrels from going into the 
dry Alkali Lake bed. "I met 
a solid wall of official 
resistance from the begin­
ning ... he said. " And there has 
been apathy by local political 

representatives and our 
Congressmen, the major 
news-wire services and the 
public generally." 

Gigler now senses this is 
changing, however. 

"Now everyone is coming 
around on this," he said. "The 
Klamath County Medical 
Association asked Gov. Straub 
to halt the burial pending 
further study. The Lake Coun­
ty Chamber showed its con­
cern by its trip to the site. 

"And environmental groups 
are contacting me offering to 
help," he added. "This 
disaster-in-the-making is 
becoming a national issue." 

Gigler complained of "the 
arrogance and indifference" 
of both the DEQ and the 
federal Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) in 
his struggle to stop the burial. 

"They listen to you - and 
then go ahead and do as they 
damn well please," Gigler 
said. 

"The assurances they give 
are worthless, because they 
do not know exactly what they 
are burying without a true in­
ventory," he said. " And the 
testing they've done is both di­
quieting and incomplete." 

Gigler has long stressed the 
hazards of airborne emissions 
from the volatile residues of 
the barrels, believing it 
responsible for dwindling deer 
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herds and Upper Klamath 
Lake fish· kills as well as 
jeopardizing agricultural 
crops. These are apart from 
the dangers to potable water 
in the lake region, he said. 

According to Gigler the lake 
was one of the least harmed 
by man until the Rhodia Inc., 
Portland, chemical wastes 
began being stored there 
several years ago. 

"They do not proceed scien­
tifically , with all possible 
safeguards," he continued. 
"Even the DEQ admits in­
cineration of the wastes is the 
thing to do - but costs too 
much." 

"Mrs. Sally Borurgiois, Box 
408, Lakeview, asked Fred 
Bromfeld how many barrels 
have been tested, and he said 
'six,' " Gigler said. "When 
asked if rabbits or other area 
animals had been tested, he 
hinted that would be too com­
plicated. " 

Bromfeld (hazardous waste 
specialist with DEQ's solid 
waste division in Portland) 
was asked " both by Dr. 
Borurgiois and me about 
testing for dioxin, and seemed 
entirely disinterested ," he 
said. 

Dioxin is found in the her­
bicide 2,4-D - which DEQ of­
ficials say formed the con­
tents of a good portion of the ' 
barrels. Dioxin in even drop 1 

amounts can kill hundreds, 
even thousands of people, if it 
reaches their systems, ac- c 
cording to Gigler. ( 

"A Rhodia official only this r. jM 
year stated he 'doubts but ~g 
doesn't know' whether dioxin 
is in the company's old waste 
barrels at the site," the en- 7 
vironmentalist said. "Doesn't 
that show a thorough test was 
in order before burial? '' 
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:R1/P1">nes6 hot between Chamber, 
1/:/!tt,1bl5Ecf over waste burial · 
Telephone lines were hot Tuesday, 
v. 16, between the Lake County 
amber of Commerce in Lakeview 
d the Department of Oregon Envir­
mental Quality in Portland. Cham­

President Glen Bogart had been 
prised by a telecast from Klamath 
Is showing the burial of chemical 
stes in progress at Alkali Lake. 

· On Nov. 8, the CC board of directors 
had been joined by other organizations 
in advising the DEQ of certain pre­
cautions that should be taken in the 
burial program, and Bogart felt the CC 
had been assured he would be informed 
before the burial was started. Actually, 
on Nov . 8 equipment to accomplish the 
burial had been started to the site, and 

the KOTI-TV pictures had been taken 
on Friday, Nov. 12, showing the burial 
work already in progress. 

On the phone Tuesday morning, 
Bogart asked DEQ officials to halt the 
work until officials of that department 
and local people could meet at the site 
on Wednesday, Nov. 17, to inspect the 
work. Shortly after noon Tuesday, 

Bogart had been informed that 
work was stopped pending the Wed 
day inspection. 

On Monday, Nov. 15, the chairmar 
the Democratic Central CommitteE 
Lake County, James W. Ogle, had b, 
told by DEQ that officers from t 
department would be at the site on N 
17._ 



arguments fall on deaf ears 
BY LESLIE SHAW 

They talked and they listened for 
three hours ... but it appeared that 
nobody heard anybody Thursday night, 
October 28, when people from the 
Department of Environmentat Quality 
met at Lakeview High School with local 
residents to talk about Alkali Lake 
chemical waste dump ... and how to 
dispose of it. In his letter-to-the~ditor 
this week, John Scoville makes that 
point pretty well . 

The DEQ has accepted a bid for 
burying the chemical wastes at the 
lakebed site, which aroused local fears 
of basin water contamination, and of 
winds blowing the debris across the 
country. 

The DEQ people came to Lakeview to 
explain their thinking and reasoning, 
but the local people heard nothing they 
said. 

Which was matched, in fact, by the 
non-hearing DEQ representatives ... 
answering repeatedly with only "We 
have reason to believe that burial at the 
site will be safe ... " 

THERE WERE NO CONTROLS 
There were hints, too, that the county 

commissioners and county planning 
board had not done their duty when the 
dump was permitted. People forget 
that in 1968-69 there were no controls ... 
federal, state or local. They forget that 

· • ~,., ~""' 0 into being 
rock away and demolish the buri:d i;ito 
DEQ spokesmen said that if the rock is 
~!own away, they will have to replace 
1t..:but there was no indication they 
believed Leehmann's knowledge of 
Alkali basin winds. 

The Lakeview meeting of October 8 
was held . because the Lake County 
Democratic Central Committee adopt­
ed a_ resolution asking for such a 
meeting, and. aski?g that nothing be 
done at Alkah until the meeting was 
hel~. Democratic Central Committee 
Chairman. James Ogle, who presided 
at the session, got the meeting schedul­
ed by contacts with Governor Straub 
~.s. Rep. AI illlman and other influen: 
tial Democrats. 

After the meeting, I asked Schmidt 
wh~t the next step will be. He said the 

,s~bJect of the meeting will be discussed 
w1~ Loren Kramer, director of DEQ 
Fro_m statemen~ of DEQ personn~l 
dunng the meetmg ... their assurances 
of safe ~urial.:.it can be apparent that 
the bunal proJeCt will proceed. 

c 11em1ca1 wa..u.o •. _ 

streams of the Portland a~r-ea-.- -1s ms. 
idea was to store the wastes until future 
technology found ways to re-convert 
them into useful products. His second 
thought was soil-incorportaion, and he 
reasoned that this would not only 
de-grade the chemical elements, but 
also would create a new soil conditioner 
that might be harvested and sold to 
agricultural areas. 

The OSU project, using a federal 
grant, did prove that the chemicals 
_,,l ,I h<Ld.o-dr..od,c,,I bv__,.,,iJ ruu,t .. r.i d 

135,000 acres of land to dispose of the 
estimated 1,200,000 gallons of wastes at 
the dump site. (Since then, barrel 
leakage and evaporation have left an 
estimated 600,000 gallons at the site, 
and much of this has become a tar-like 
substance that would not feed through 
nozzles to be fed in to the soil.) 

THE COURT SAID "NO" 
After DEQ was given charge of 

chemical waste disposal in 1971, that 
agency tried to make Howard Hunt 
dispose of the materials. In 1974, the 
Oregon Court of Appeals upheld a 
circuit court decision that denied the 
DEQ contention, stating in effect that 
Hunt's company had been forced out of 
business by the state, and that "the 
state will not be allowed to complain in 
a court of equity where the condition of 
which it now complains was aided and 
abetted by the state itself and it would 
now, after disabling the defendant, 
ask this court to require the defendant 
to abate the nuisance." 

The DEQ asked the 1975 Legislature 
for funds to dispose of the chemical 
wastes, and a fund of $310,000 was 
allowed. Last summer, DEQ called for 
bids, asking the bidders to propose the 

. method and the cost, allowing them to 
bid on burial, hauling the wastes away 
for disposal elsewhere, or securing the 
area and leaving the wastes where they 
are. 

The bid of a firm called Chem­
Nuclear, Inc., was accepted at $84,200 
for burial at the site, and later the state 
emergency board authorized that a­
mount. Announcement of the plan 
brought objections from ranchers in the 
area and from environmentalists, who 
could see the buried chemicals contam­
inating the basin water and being 
carried even to fresh-water wells and 
springs. 

HAVE NO FEAR 
DEQ spokesmen stated that they 

have no fear of this happening, that a 
clay underlayer will prevent such 
seepage into the water supply. The 
burial plan calls for a pit three feet 
deep, the barrels and contents to be 
placed in that and crushed, and covered 
with dirt and crushed rock. Six 
ten-feet-<leep monitoring wells would 
be placed around the perimeter to 
determine whether the chemicals do, in 
fact, get into the water. 

Other methods of disposal were 
discussed. Incineration, which is 
believed could safely dispose of the 
herbicide residues, was estimated to 
cost up to a million dollars for 
construction of a kiln with high degrees 
of heat; and then, DEQ personnel 
pointed out, the kiln and its required 
facilities would yet have to be removed. 
Some who believe incineration to be the 
answer, however, such as Andy Gigler 
and Lloyd Baker, Klamath Falls envir­
onmentalists, contend that the cost of 
incineration should be borne not by the 
Oregon taxpayers but by the chemical 
manufacturing firms that created the 
wastes. 
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it out by allocating only $310,000. Also, 
said DEQ, it would be difficult now to 
re~mulsify the congealed wastes so 
they could be impregnated into the soil. 

HAUL IT AWAY? 
There was much public opinion at the 

October 28 meeting that the wates 
should be hauled away from Alkali 
Lake. One of the DEQ bids had 
suggested hauling them to Idaho to be 
dumped into abandoned missile silo 
pits which have concrete walls six feet 
thick. Also, the state does now have a 
chemical waste storage depot near 
Hermiston, owned by Chem-Nuclear. 
The answer by DEQ officials was that 
the barrels are in such deteriorated 
condition that they would not stand the 
handling and loading, and there would 
be much spillage along the highways 
during transportation. (Some propon­
ents of hauling the wastes away were 
not hearing: - There were comments to 
the effect that "There was spillage 
along the roads when the stuff was 
hauled to Alkali and you didn't care; 
why do you care now?" ... forgetting 
that DEQ was not in existence when the 
wastes were hauled to Alkali.) 

DEQ personnel, throughout the three­
hour meeting, contended there is no 
danger to the basin water from burial... 
"and if there is, we will have to do 
something." One member of the staff 
drew a diagram showing water run-0ff 
and permeation of the soil, by which he 
proved to his own satisfaction that the 
chemicals will not saturate through the 
soil and into the basin's underground 
water. 

WHAT'S THE HURRY? 
Ernest McKinney asked about the 

hurry. Why not, he wanted to know, 
bury some of the wastes and see what 
happens? Then, if all is well, bury the 
remainder ... but since the stuff has been 
at the site for eight years, he wanted to 
know why the present hurry. The 
answer from Ernie Schmidt, head of 
DEQ's hazardous waste division, was 
that "We see no danger in burying the 
chemicals; we believe it will be safe .. . " 

A Portland engineer, George D. 
Ward, director of the non-profit Land 
Use Research Institute, agreed with 
McKinney in asking "what's the 
hurry?" He named a new federal law 
concerning hazardous wastes and said 
this law will provide funds for research 
on the subject. He asked both DEQ and 
its federal big brother, the EnvirQn­
mental Protection Agency (EPA) to go 
slow on burial of the waste materials 
and explore possibilities under the new 
federal law. 

WHERE DID WATER GO 
Pictures of the dump site, taken by 

DEQ personnel about two weeks 
earlier, showed water standing inside 
the dump area from a rainstorm. DEQ 
spokesmen said the water was all gone 
when they viewed the spot on the day of 
the meeting. They said the water had 
evaporated. Lloyd Baker and Andy 
Gigler, Klamath Falls men who are 
concerned about possible environment­
al hazards of the P-ro ·ect, showed a 



Lake Chamber Suggests 
Change In Waste Burial 

lr-<1'-7G 
LAKEVIEW-The Lake 

County Chamber of Com­
merce has recommended to 
the Department of 
Environmental Quality 
<DEQ> that it modify its plan 
to bury 25,000 barrels of 
hazardous chemical wastes in 
the remote Alkali Lake area . 

Monday, the chamber wrote 
a letter to the DEQ suggesting 
a slightly different way of 
burying the wastes than the 
DEQ had planned . The 
chamber believes its solution 
would keep the wastes from 
getting into the ground water 
below the dry lake bed where 
they are stored. 

The barrels have been 
sitting on 10 acres of the lake 
bed about 60 miles north of 
Lakeview for about seven 
years . John Borden of DEQ in 
Bend said that Chem-Nuclear 
Systems, Inc., which has a 
contract to bury the wastes 
with the DEQ, may have 
already begun the operation 
Monday. 

Borden said he was going to 
the site in Lake County today . 
He said he had been read a 
copy of the letter from the 
chamber over the phone on 
Monday. There were "some 

good suggestions" in it, he 
said. 

Bob Barry, chamber 
manager, said the chamber 
has the support of the cat­
tlemen whose stock use the 
Alkali Lake area and also 
environmentalists in 
Lakeview. 

"We have all agreed on this 
one (plan)," Barry said . 

The chamber does not want 
the barrels buried in three­
foot trenches as planned. It 
recommends the waste be 
buried at "minimum depth 
retaining sufficient im­
pervious material below the 
burial depth to prevent con­
tamination of the (ground) 
water ." 

"We don't want the barrels 
to get their feel wet at all," 
Barry said. "We don't want 
them to go three feet, just a 
little below the surface and 
then cover them wilh rock and 
gravel." 

The chamber is also asking 
the DEQ lo do additional 
testing of adjacent wells and 
other water sources and 
continue testing after burial of 
the wastes. 

Barry said the chamber is 
asking that the barrels be 
"bunched together" as closely 

as possible and that a fence be 
built around the perimeter of 
the site along with a ditch to 
contain any runoff. 

The chamber also met 
Friday to discuss the DEQ 
plan. Another suggestion to 
incinerate the wastes was 
"prohibitive" because of cost, 
Barry said . 

"The DEQ seems to be 
cooperating ," Barry said . 
"They are not riding 
roughshod over us and are 
trying to do what we want. " 

Borden said water in the 
Alkali Lake area does migrate 
downward toward the waler 
table. He said the DEQ is 
satisfied the wastes would not 
get to the water table with the 
current disposal plan. 
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Andy Gigl~r Makes 
Plea For Support 
In Chemical Issue 

Klamath Falls environmen­
talist Andrew R. Gigler today 
issued a plea for public sup­
port in his fight to stop the 
burial of 25,000 barrels of 
chemical wastes at Alkali 
Lake in Lake County. 

"I'd like to ask all those who 
care about our environment to 
write their legislators, the 
Department of Environmen­
tal Quality (DEQ) in Portland 
and the Environmental 

. Protection Agency (EPA) in 
Seattle," Gigler said. 

"In question here is not only 
the public's safety from the 
additional massive release of 
poisons into the air and the 
earth, but also one of 
morality," he stressed. "Not 
only human and animal life of 
the present is involved, but 
life of future generations.'' 

"People still do not have 
sufficient grasp of the high 
degree of toxicity and the 
hazards involved with these 
chemicals," he said. "They do 
not realize these chemicals 
can be caught up by the wind 

• and spread in still potent form· 
over large ar,eas; and that 
they can penetrate to wells 
and drinking water, and even 

Gigler concedes he is con­
ducting an uphill fight so far 
to prevent an additional 800,-
000 gallons of herbicides from 
being buried at Alkali Lake. 
He has written, telephoned 
and talked in person to 
politicians, pertinent 
governmental agencies and 
private groups. 

"I call the politicians and 
they say, 'No, there is nothing 
I can do,' " Gigler said. "Why 
can't they · do something? 
They allowed the barrels to 
collect at Alkali Lake .. or at 
least did nothing about it. Now 
why can't they disallow this 
burial?" 

According to Gigler, "the 
politicians and the pertinent 
governmental agencies seem 
to have more concern for in-

, dustry then the people ,they-­
are paid to protect. .. . 

"Air emissions from the 
volatile materials from the 
barrels have been whirled into 
Klamath County, and in my 
opinion played a major hand 
in the large fish kill in Upper 
Klamath Lake, ' ' he said. 

Winds also pick up the dry­
re.sidue poisons after they 
have leaked onto the dry lake 

food .. ~"~~-"---'""=-~-~ 
bed. he pointed out. 

He does not think this air 
pollution will stop with the 
burial since the barrels will 
be placed in three-foot 
trenches and then covered 

with a mound - riot crushed, 
as was originally planned. He 
believes the elements will 
soon expose them again. 

"The U. S. Army learned a 
big lesson in Vietnam about 
the effects of Agent Orange 
(TCDD), the highly toxic 
defoliant," Gigler noted. 

"Besides killing vegetation, 
the defoliation aircraft runs 
have had devastating after­
effects harming the Vietnam 
soil ;o even burrowing 
animals are not safe in it. But 
worst of all are the fears it 
has aroused regarding future 
genetic effect on human and 

' animal offspring. 
"We have phenoxy her­

bicides at Alkali Lake, by the 
DEQ's own statement," 
Gigler said. "All of the 
phenoxy herbicides contain 
dioxin -2, 4-D does." 

"One drop of dioxin can .kill 
1,200 people," he declared. 
"And 30 gallons could k~II 
every Jiving thing on this 
earth. In addition, it has 
proven to be a mutagen - it 
destroys the genetic pattern 
- and it is also a carcinogen 
- capable of causing cancer." 



Chamber suggests 

chemical cautions 
I-AKE e:,J, E'f..A-m JM£e, 11-11~11,, 

While Portland and Klamath Falls urged all citizens to write their legisla-
environrtlental interests are seeking tors and the state and federal environ-
the help of Governor Bob Straub and mental agencies, demanding a halt to 
the general public in halting the burial the burial plan. "In question here," 
of chemical wastes at Alkali Lake, the · said Gigler, "is not only- the pul?,lic's 
Lake County -Cham6er of Commerce safety from the massive release of 
and other local organizations have poisons into the air and the earth, but 
joined in acquiescing to the burial plan also one of morality." 
but suggesting a number of pre- In Portland, Ward addressed a 
cautions. seven-page letter to Governor Straub, 

In session Monday, Nov. 8, the with copies to state and national 
Chamber of Commerce directors and legislators,agencies and officials, and 
representatives of other groups drew to public and private environmental 
up and adopted a resolution stating that groups. He strongly urged a close look a 
the disposal of the chemical waste a new federal law <HR 14496) which will 
materials is of concern to Lake County provide substantial funds for seeking 
citizens, but since it does not appear solutions to disposal problems concern-
feasible to move the 25,000-plus barrels ing toxic chemical wastes. 
to another disposal site, the several Ward told the governor that contam-
precautions were suggested:- ination of the underground water 

First, the chemical wastes should be supply has already started, for he found 
buried at a minimum depth, retaining seven-foot deep fissures inside the 
sufficient impervious material below 10-acre storage plot, into which water 
the burial depth to prevent contamina- had descended, carrying with it the 
tion of the Alkali Basin waters; chemical wastes that have leaked from 

Second, current tests should be made the barrels onto the ground since 
on adjacent wells and water sources storage was begun there in 1969. <While 
and periodic testing be continued after it was estimated the 25,000 steel drums 
completion of burial; originally contained nearly 2,000,000 

Third, the barrels should be bunched gallons of herbicide and other chemical 
to the maximum extent possible; waste materials, much has not solidi-

l<"'ourth, the barrels should be cover- fied inside the drums and much has 
ed by a layer of dirt and rock; leaked from the drums as the contain-

Fifth, the state should maintain the ers eroded. 
fence, berm and rock covering on a Gigler, in his news release, charged 
regular basis. that the government agencies <Depart-

The Chamber also recommended ment of Environmental Quality 
that an on-site county inspector be <DEQ)) "seem to have more concern 
appointed. for industry than the people they are 

Endorsing the Chamber's statement paid to protect." 
are the Lake County Stockgrowers Ward wrote Gov. Straub that the 
Associa,ion, the Little Juniper Grazing owner of the Alkali property, Howard 
Association, the Lake County Water Hunt, is willing to transfer the land to 
Users, Inc., the Lake County Board of an appropriate federal, state or local 
Commissioners, and the Lake County agency "so long as it will prevent the 
Central Committees of the Democratic impending contamination of the lake 
and Republican Parties. and the underlying groundwater 

But burial of the estimated 600,000 system." 
gallons of chemical waste materials He reported that not only is the waste 
will not be accepted by George Ward of material · getting into the underground 
Portland, director of the Land Use water through fissures, but storm 
Research Institute, nor by Andy Gigler, water washing across the site is 
Klamath Falls environmentalist. The carrying the materials into the bed of 
latter, in a news release issued Nov. 8, Aikali Lake proper. 



DEQ Halts 1r -111 

Burial Of 
Chemicals 
LAKEVIEW-The State Department of Environmental 

Quality (DEQ) Tuesday temporarily stopped its burial of 
more than 25,000 barrels of hazardous wastes at Alkali Lake 
in east-central Lake County after a protest by the Lake Coun­
ty Chamber of Commerce. 

A group of Lake County people were to meet with DEQ of­
ficials today at the site of the burial to discuss the project. 
The chamber of commerce had objected to the method in 
which the wastes were being buried and last week made 
recommendations to the DEQ on how it wanted the project 
to proceed. · 

l Glen Bogart, president of the chamber, said the 
recommendations were made from suggestions from a 
"good cross section" of the county. 

The chamber asked the projeet be delayed because of 
some indication the project was not being done in line with 
the recommendations. · 

·Bogart said the recommendations were "safeguard re­
quests." 

Chem-Nuclear Systems Inc., Portland, us burying the 
barrels of herbicide wastes in three-foot deep trenches under 
a $84,200 contract with the state. 

Bogart said Ernie Schmidt, administrator of the DEQ's 
solid waste division, has said that the DEQ will comply with 
the chamber's recommendations. 

The burial operation started last week and is "40 to 50 per 
cent" completed, according to Jim Swenson, DEQ public af­
fairs officer. However, -it was reported that most • of the 
barrels are already in the ground. · 

A rock covering is to be put over the area after the barrels 
are all in the trenches. 

Swenson said concern had been expressed about barrels 
breaking open, however, that had been expected. The barrels 
are rusted and leaking, having been stored at the site for 
about seven years. 

Fears about the burial project have centered around what 
some believe is a possibility the wastes will eventually con­
taminate ground water. 

Swenson said DEQ inspected the project last week and 
there were "no problems." 

The Klamath County Medical Association has also asked 
Gov. Bob Straub to consider delaying the project until 
further stud¼' is done on disposal of the wastes. It has 
recommended incineration as a possible method of disposal. 

Dr. Glenn Miller, president of the medical association, 
said the association may ask the Oregon State Medical 
Association to adopt its stand on the issue. 



Gigler Battling 
Chemical Burial 

Andrew Gigler hasn 't given 
up. 

The decision has been made 
by the Department of En­
vironmental Quality (DEQ) to 
bury 25,000 barrels of 
chemical wastes at Alkali 
Lake in Lake County. 

The barrels have been 
standing on pallets at the lake 
since 1969. 

Gigler, a Klamath Falls 
businessman, has mounted a 
crusade of several years 
against the barrels. He has 
made several trips to the 
state's remote chemical dis­
posal site in the northeast cor­
ner of Lake County. 

The DEQ revealed Friday it 
was allowing Chem-Nuclear 
Systems Inc., Portland, to 
bury the barrels, the entomb­
ing arrangements a bit 
altered from those originally 
announced. The firm has a 
$84,200 contract to do the job. 

The decision followed a 
public meeting in Lakeview 
Thursday night. 

" It's just another step in the 
state's "out-of-sight, out-of. 
mind ' policy it has always 
pursued about the her­
bicides," Gigler declared. 
"Now they will try to hide 
them under the desert sand so 
they will be out of sight once 
and for all. " 

The altered burial plan now 
includes putting the barrels 
upright in three-foot trenches, 
covering them with a three­
foot mound of lake bed soil, 
then topping the mound with a 
six-inch layer of crushed rock. 

Previously the contractor 
was directed to crush the 
barrels in three-foot trenches, 
then fill the trenches. 

The revised burial plan was 
disclosed at the Thursday 
night meeting. 

decision. It hasn't. reference to their possible 
"It's a half-burial," Gigler . storage in fatty tissues of the 

said. "With the barrels human body. 
mounded above the lake bed's Gigler claimed later, "They 
surface, and a little crushed are cumulative. Thus they 
rock added - is there much affect not only present pop­
difference now and the way ulations but future 
they will be? And the state is generations," Gigler said. 
$84,200 poorer." He said today he is not con-

Gigler noted that Lake vinced of Bromfeld's 
County residents at the assurances, because a com­
meeting showed doubt about plete inventory and proper 
the new-type burial, especial- barrel labeling are lacking. 
ly from cloudburst and fierce Some Alkali Lake area 
wind. residents complained of the 

Wants To Act disposal site's "odor" - and a 
The DEQ representatives, man who said he was a pilot 

with Ernest A. Schmidt, ad- declared "flying over it (the 
ministrator of the Solid Waste lake) at 3,000 feet - it gives 
Division, acting as chief me the smarts." 
spokesman, indicated his Schmidt sympathized 
department "after five years regarding the situation, 
of being involved" with the stating, "Portland is my 
barrels, wanted to act. home. Still, my job relates to 

''The shallow-trench this area" - which prompted 
approach is new," Schmidt Gigler to declare: 
acknowledged. "We want to "How would you like this 
make the situation better than stuff dumped in your back 
it has been." yard? We need some coopera-

Despite the previously an- lion down here." 
nounced contract award to The Environmental Protec­
Che m-N uc I ear Systems, lion Agency was represented 
Schmidt said his department by Robert A. Poss, chief, 
has "not actually signed the Pesticides Branch, Seattle. 
contract," and is only now "This is a situation that is in 
" securing property and the hands of the state," Poss 
easements involved." said, later adding, "there is 

Law requires the disposal of nothing here to involve the 
chemical wastes on state- EPA." 
owned land. This was disputed by 

Fred Bromfeld, supervisor George Ward, Portland civil 
of the department's Hazar- engineer and representative 
dous Waste Section, stressed of a Portland firm which 
the barrels contained only two offered an unsuccessful bid to 1 
herbicides, 2,4-D and MCPA dispose of the chemical · 
- both of which he described wastes through soil incor­
as being "little different" - poration. 
and that highly toxic 2,4,5-T "Federal guidelines have I 
was "never at the site, as been ignored," Ward said. "It 
provenbyrandomsample." (the federal government) 

provides a lot of money for 
Gigler said he asked if this type of problem." 

Bromfeld had tested CouldPolluteLake? 
specifically for 2,4,5-T, and Ward warned of danger of 
that "the answer was "disturbing the soil'' by the 
negative." burial method proposed. He 

"Thus while the wastes can- also thought poisons from the 
not be considered innocuous, barrels '~can pollute the lake" 
they certainly are not highly by movement laterally 
toxic," Bromfeld continued, through "porous layers." 
adding, "these are not GiglerandafellowKlamath 
cumulative poisons," a Falls environmentalist, Lloyd 

lir-----------------------~Baker, who also spoke at the 
akeview meeting, advocate 

"The DEQ men said they 
would await word from Lake 
County people," Gigler noted. 
"The people present couldn't 
seem to agree on how to take a 
straw vote. I got the idea the 
department would wait a few 
days until it heard from the 
people before announcing a 

inc n ra 
harmful method of disposing 
of chemical wastes. 

The DEQ people agreed in­
cineration "ideally, it is 
best," but noted its high cost 
and the lack of a proper in­
cinerator in the Northwest. 

n. .. "' Aieo_ 
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11 harmful method of disposing 
~ of chemical wastes. 1 
~ The DEQ people agreed in- · 
~ cineration "ideally, it is ' 
~ best," but noted its high cost 1 

and the lack of a proper in­
cinerator in the Northwest. 

Schmidt promised the dis­
posal site will be fenced, 
regularly monitored and a 
berm raised around it. 

The " disadvantages" of the 
site were listed as its 
remoteness; the necessity for 
the monitoring ; the liability of 
the state regarding the 
property and the wastes, and 
the breakdown (degradation) 
of the chemicals over a long 
period of time. 

Ogle called for a "yes" or 
"no" vote on the burial 
proposal. But no vote was 
taken because the people 
could not agree on how it 
should be worded. 

Gigler said today he hasn' t 
decided what his next step 
will be in the matter. 



A.fi(ali· Lake Dispute 

Chemical Burial· OKd 
By BRIAN HOPKINS 
H&NCorrespondent 

LAKEVIEW - The Depart­
ment of Environmental Quali­
ty (DEQ) plans to go ahead 
with burial of 25 ,000 
deteriorated barrels of hazar­
dous waste at Alkali Lake, 60 
miles north of Lakeview. 

A meeting on the planned 
burial of the herbicide wastes 
was held Thursday night at 
Lakeview High School by 
DEQ officials. It was attended 
by more than 60 persons. 

Some Lake County residents 
had expressed fears about 
possibility of ground water be­
ing contaminated as a result 
of the burial of. 2,4-D and 
MCPA wastes in shallow 
trenches. 

Ernie Schmidt , ad­
ministrator of DEQ's solid 
was te division , said the 

f 
rrels will be buried three 
et deep and covered with a 
yer of dirt plus six inches of 

rushed rock. 

Bill Bartholomew, of the 
State Water Resources 
Department, explained the 
water conditions at Alkali 
Lake. He said it was his opi­
nion and that of his depart­
ment that the wastes would 
not infiltrate the ground 
water. 

Walter Leehman, a cattle 
rancher in the area, said that 
the wind in , the area would 
easily blow away the gravel 
cover and underlying dirt. He 
also was concerned about the 

possibility that the chemicals 
would get into usable gro~nd 
water. 

Bartholomew said the site 
would be watched and if dirt 
and rock blows away it will be 
replaced. He added that in­
stead of filtering down the 
materials would have a 
tendency to filter up and 
probably be caught between 
the dirt and rock covering. 

He said the DEQ will main-

(Cont inued On Page 2) 
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* Alkali 
(Continued From Page 1l 

tain wells to monitor the site. 
There will also be periodic 
visits to the site by DEQ per­
sonnel. 

Fred Bromfeld. of the DEQ 
hazardous waste section. said 
if the waste had been buried 
eigt,• years ago. when the 
wastes were produced. "the 
problem probably would be 
behind us." The wastes have 
been stored at the site since 
thev were trucked there in 
1969 through 1971. 

Several Lakeview residents 
were at the meeting to voice 
displeasure at materials be­
ing left at the site at all. Two 
opponents of the DEQ plant 
wanted the materials moved 
out of the area to a waste dis­
po sa I site operated at ' 
Arlington by Chem-Nuclear 
Systems. Inc .. which has a 
contract to bury the materials 
at Alkali Lake .. 

DF.1J officials felt that 
proposal would be more 
hazardous in view of the 
deteriorated condition of the 
barrels. Also it would be ex­
tremely costly. they said. · 

Schmidt said that most of 
the barrels are leaking and 
some are only half-full. He 
said no date has been set for 
the burial. 

The steel drums containing 
the tar-like waste are contain­
ed on a 10-acre site on the dry 
Alkali Lake bed . Chem­
Nuclear was awarded a con­
tract to bury them for $84.200. 



Delay Sought In Bhriai"'0]°C},,;m,~~J;"·m• 
By LAYNE CREASON 

H&N Staff Writer 

The Klamath County 
Medical Association is asking 
Gov. Bob Straub to consider 
holding up burial of 25,000 
drums of hazardous chemical 
wastes at remote Alkali Lake 
in Lake County until further 
study is done on the disposal 
foject. 

However, it was learned 
Thursday that burial of the 
wastes has already begun on 
the dry lake bed 60 miles north 
of Lakeview. John Borden, 

with the Department of En­
vironmental Quality (DEQ) in 
Bend, visited the site earlier 
this week and said one of 
about 10 or 12 trenches in 
which the barrels are to be 
buried had been dug. 

Dr. Glenn Miller, president 
of the local medical 
association, said members of 
the association met this week 
and expressed concern about 
the chemical wastes in the 
drums and the method chosen 
by the DEQ to dispose of 
them. 

Borden reported that one 
trench about 150 to 200 feet 
long had already been dug and 
partially filled with drums. 
Work was moving ahead, he 
said. He estimated that a 
trench would be completed 
every two days by the way 
work had proceeded thus far. 

Chem-Nuclear Systems 
Inc., Portland, is burying the 
wastes said to be 2,4-D and 
MCP A residues under con­
tract with the state. 

Dr. Miller said a letter was 
to be sent to the governor on 
Thursday. 

I "I suspect we will ask him 
to seriously consider holding 
p the burial until there has 
een investigation ," Dr. 
iller said. 
Of concern are the possible 

oxic effects the chemical 
wastes could have on water in 
the area, Dr. Miller said. If 
the wastes will "break up" in 
the soil the association has no 
cbjection, he said. 

Miller said the association 
lso has contacted Rep. Gary 
ilhelms, R-Klamath Falls, 

nd Sen. Fred Heard, D­
lamath Falls, about the 

ituation. He said the associa­
ion has received information 

which "shows a real cause for 
concern." 

"If it is seriously toxic 
material and water goes down 
instead of up and evaporating, 
then water for a long ways 
could be affected," he said. 

He said a determination 
should be made of just exactly 
what chemical wastes are 
contained in the barrels. 

Dr. Miller said if the drums 
just contain organic her­
bicides and pesticides then a 
"much more realistic way" of 
disposing of them would be by 
incineration. 

He said the processes to do 
this are available, although it 
would be more expensive than 
the current disposal method. 
However, it would decompose 
wastes into carbon dioxide 

Indications are that the 
Alkali Lake area may not be a • 
"dead basin" from which 
water cannot escape. Dr. 

\ 

Miller said there are concerns 
that wastes could indeed 
reach ground water because 
of geologic conditions in the 
area. 

and water, "two elements 
which we live with." 

Dr. Miller said the associa­
tion has "come lately into the 
situation;" however, "sup­
posedly we have agencies 
looking out for our welfare." 

He said the association is 
not satisfied with the way the 
DEQ has handled the disposal 
problem. 

The barrels of wastes have 
been stored on the Alkali Lake 
site for about seven years. 
They are leaking. It is es­
timated about half of the 
original 1.25 million gallons 
has leaked out. 



Alkali Lake chem-waste hearing 
The Oregon Department of Environ­

mental Quality will hold a meeting at 
the Lakeview High School library at 
7:30 tonight (Thursday, October 28) 
regarding the disposal of chemical 
wastes that are stored at Alkali Lake. 

A part of the meeting will be 
informative, in which DEQ staff per­
sonnel will give a history of the dump 
and a discussion of recent plans for 
disposal of some 25,000 drums of 
chemical wastes . The other part will 

be a public hearing in which interested 
persons can offer oral or written 
testimony about the dump and its 
problems. 

The hearing was scheduled last week 
after the Lake County Democratic 
Central Committee adopted a resolu­
tion petitioning the DEQ to hold such a 
hearing before proceeding with plans 
for burying the waste materials and the 
drums at the site. The DEQ has told 
James W. Ogle, chairman of the 

Democratic Central Committee, that 
no action will be taken to bury the 
materials until after the hearing, and 
final decisions about the project will be 
made after tonight's hearing . 

The chemical waste dump was 
started in 1968, and through 1971 many 
thousands of tons of waste materials, 
mostly from the manufacture of herbi­
cides, was stored there. The purpose 
was to hold the materials until a 
suitable disposal method was arrived 

s1.ated here tonight 
at or until new technology found ways 
to ' refine them into useable products . 

Hauling materials to the dump was 
stopped in 1971. Recently DEQ took 
bids and let a contract to Chem Nuclear 
to dispose of them by burial at the site. 
The bid was $82,400 and this amount 
was approved by the state emergency 
board. 

Since that time, however, a furor has 
developed over the burial plan, an:iong . 
local ranchers in the area and environ-

mentalists statewide. 
Officials who will be present at 

tonight's meeting will be Fred Brom­
field, supervisor of the hazardous waste 
division, DEQ ; Bill Bartholomew, head 
of the ground water department, wat~r 
resources division , DEQ; Ernie 
Schmidt, executive assistant to Bud 
Kramer, director of DE~; and a 
representative of the Environmental 
Protection Agency, federal counterpart 
to the state DEQ, from Seattle. 

A 
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"Apathy" story on n-waste 
BY LESLIE SHAW 

Last week's story about the Alkali 
Lake chemical dump said Lake County 
people are apathetic about the prob­
lem ; that only people in Klamath Falls, 
Salem and Portland are interested in 
blocking the Department of Environ­
mental Quality project to bury the 

some 25,000 barrels and their toxic 
contents at the site. 

The story , at least triggered response 
to the contrary. Local people do oppose 
the burying plan. 

The first to call me was Walt 
Leehmann whose ranch operation ex­
tends to the Alkali Lake country. Far 
from not caring, he is horrified that the 
DEQ would consider burying the waste 
chemicals left over from the manufac­
ture of herbicides, paint and other 
products, where it will contaminate the 
basin's underground water. And he 
knows there is underground water for 
there are springs nearby. 

"When that desert ground is disturb­
ed," he said, "it will blow, won't stay 
in place." And Leehmann believes the 
buried toxicants, when uncovered by 
the desert winds, will blow over the 
countryside even as they penetrate into 
the ground and pollute the basin's 
water. 

Leehmann and other ranchers joined 
last spring in writing a letter of protest 
regarding plans to bury the chemical 
wastes. He has talked also to the 
county commissioners and they oppose 
burying the materials; they would 
prefer, and Leehmann would prefer, 
that' the dump remain as it is . At least, 
above ground, said Leehmann, the 
materials are dripping slowly to the 
ground as the barrels deteriorate, and 
many of the wastes are solidifying. As 
they solidify, even the potent fumes are 
less detectable in the area . But to 
dump the whole mess ... an estimated 
600,000 gallons of waste chemicals and 
the barrels themselves .. .into a hole, he 
declares, would certainly speed the 
water pollution in the Alkali basin . 

Last week, I talked also with the 
three county commissioners, and they 

Ward continued : "Anywhere else in 
the state, it would be absolutely illegal 
(under rules of the same DEQ) to 
construct even a single septic tank 
drain field so close to a known 
ground-water reserve, regardless of 
the quality of water involved. To 
deliberately cause the release of so 
large a quanity of known hazardous 
liquids at less than three feet above the 
known water table is sure to bring a 
storm of protest from many Oregonians 
and quite likely may result in unfavor­
able national attentjon to Oregon 's 
highly respected environmental image. 

"I (have searched) for an acceptable 
answer that would be in keeping with 
the original intent of the Legislature 
and one that is in keeping with the 
safer, soil-incorporation plan orginally 
specified by Mr. Pat Wicks in his 7-10-73 
report to the DEQ. It may be that I 
have found one worth consideration. 

"I appealed to Mr . Howard Hunt on 
behalf of the Land Use Research 
Institute and received his verbal pledge 
to permit us to use his land free of 
charge so long as it is used only for the 
purpose of solving the problem as 
originally intended by the Oregon 
Legislature. This means soil-incorpor­
ation in controlled doses in bacteriolog­
ically active soils only, and absolutely 
prohibits us to engage in any form of 
trench burial or any other form of 
disposal that has not first been author­
ized in writing by the appropriate 
agency of the federal government. " 

At Klamath Falls, well-known area 
environmentalist Andy Gigler also 
forwarded a written plea to Gov. Straub 
to intervene and halt the state's burial 
project. Gigler sent the governor a 
news release in which he stressed his 
pasition against "the carpi_.,_ h,.,.,u:"~ 
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triggers Lake County reaction 
How did it all come about? 
In 1968, Howard Hunt of Chemical 

Was.te Storage and Disposition, Inc. 
(Chem-Waste) bought 5600 acres of 
private land at Alkali Lake and, with a 
Department of Agriculture storage 
permit, began storing waste chemicals 
from herbicide, paint and other manu­
facturing firms. The purpose was 
two-fold: - One, to hold the waste 
materials until possible development of 
technology for their refinement into 
usable products; or, two, to determine 
whether the toxicity of the chemicals 
might be erased (biodegraded) by 
incorporating them with the soil...a 
degradation of the chemical elements 
through action of the sun and soil 
bacteria. 

By 1971, about 25,000 drums were 
stored at the site. Oregon State 
University scientists got a federal 
grant to test the degradation theories, 
and this did prove feasible. It was 
estimated at that time that from 500 to 
750 acres would be needed to degrade 
the waste materials, according to a 1972 
report by the DEQ. A 1971 law had 
transferred supervision of chemical 
waste storage and disposal from the 
Department of Agriculture to the DEQ. 

In 1971, Chem-Waste was ordered to 
stop transporting the waste materials 
to the Alkali site. Observers have 
reported that many of the barrels are 
decomposing due to weather, the waste 
is leaking to the ground, some barrel 
heads have come apart, some of the 

chemicals are solidifying, many of the 
barrels are not full. 

The DEQ condemned the ten-acre 
storage site and took possession, and 
since has been trying to find a means of 
disposing of it. Bidders were required 
to <>Utline the disposal plan, and the 
plan and bid of Chem-Nuclear was 
accepted. In this plan, the barrels 
would be crushed in a three-foot-deep 
pit, to be covered wi~h dirt and rock, 
and monitoring wells to be placed 
around the area. The bid was for 
$84,200. The DEQ then went to the ; 
State Emergency board, which ap- ; 
proved funds for the contract, and these l 
facts have brought the Alkali Lake ! 
chemical dump question very much ' 
alive. 
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