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MEMORANDUM R§OBT 

IWWLD'.SCLUB MI:NINJ. COMPANY (pumice) 
(Sometims mown as the Nevada Mining Oo.) 

702 Woodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

XLAil4ATH COUNTY 

'l'his company as 1nact1 ve at the time the property wa.s visited by the writ er, 

and no-one oonneoted w:l th the com.pa.uy was available for interview. .ill infor

mation presented here was given by Mr. H. W. Christy, operator ot Chryste.lite 

.Aggregates north of Che.maul t. u en int'ormani, Mr. Christy had first-hBnd 

acquaintanceship With the personnel and operations e.t this properjy from the 

tim auch operations began. 

oonor-q.,erator: '\\ ~ ~ 
Raymond I. Sm.th (also ow..,r Earold~~ ~o, llenda, 

Location: 

'l' 27 S; 

to the west, at a(~~~- les wouth ot Chem.a.ult. Tb.a railroad is nearby 

but across the hig'®- tl'0m tbe property • 

.ln indetini ta a.mount ot acreage reportedly com.prised partly ot deeded land 

purchased by Sm. th, end partly ot land held by mining looati on. 

The COBlpallY arrived at Chemault and oamnenoed activities in Dec. 1945 • .A.t 

that time .1aJ11Bs R. Imnter was manager, .&lex Ransome, supt., ani a Mr. Hice, sales

.man. !ha company's objective was to produce and .Dllrket dry, sacked, pUIDice tor 

insulation purposes. According to strikingly printed bags seen in a shed, which 

bags mention NeTada and C&lifornia. b-u1. not Oregon, this pumice was to sell under 

.... 



~;-' 

:ii.:.-. 
702 Woodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

the mme "INSULS'l'<EX". The- sacks further featured "Produced by HAROLDS CllJB 

MINJ:NG 00., RENO, NEV.AD£." and •distributed by BUILDING MATERIALS DISTJ£tBUTOHS, 

STOCKTON -- FRE8BO -- CJLIFORNIA." 

M:l.niag operations consisted of' clearing trees and stripping overburden 

trom an estimted 10 or possible more acres or 9uarice, with the stripping job 

being an unconmongly olean and well executed one. Good appearing pumice re

portedly 12 to 15' thick was exposed. 

A. process1Dg plant was constructed. Thia consisted of sizing, drying and 

aacking units. This phase of' the operations i.s hopelessly inadeq\Jlte tor any

thing resembling largesoale production, am has ~~up in an amatureish 

and au.be Goldberg-ish fashion. 4 \~ 
The problem ot drying tlJo pumi••~~ ~tioulties tllat never ..,re oat

isfactorily overcome. Sud.th ~~terested a.rn Rice took over on a lease 

with the idea of' produci~tl i{tter. Large quantities of' varioua;materiala 

are eons-.d a.nm~~~~ field and pumice eeomingly po••••••• singularly 

attraotive propert~tor this use (refer Tumalo (=) Pumice report, Deschutes 

Co., by N. s. w. 8/15/47). Rice bas done little work on the property since 

obtaini11g the lease, but the lease is- still e:f'tective. Bis plans tor the f'uture 

are not known, but it is understood he has canvassed tm poultry .111trket dui'i.ng 

the lfinter and that the Petaluma district ot Oa.litornia alone is good tor a 

consumption of' a ear a day. 

Pumice tor poultry 11 tter requires only removal ot fines as tar as processing 

goes unless the :product is to be treated with SO.til:3 medicants. Thus tlla drying 

bottleneck o:r the present plant would be elimina'ied. I:f' the product is sold by 

bulk a 1110dest production might be handled with th8 present s-creening pl.a.nt. If 
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702 Woodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

however, it is to l:>e sold sacked equipment for this phase of the operations will 

have to be replaced. 

Plent Equipment: 

ID.i tial m1ning was to be accomplished by a dragline which delivered pumice to 

a pit from which a bucket elevator raised it to a shaker screen situated on top 

of a bunker. Superficial exam failed to reveal any means ot crushing oversize, 

i1hatever, screened discharge ted into a 2' Gould rotary whieh was employed tor 

drying purposes. This was tbe last drying plant tried. 'l'he original one used 

was a home-made rotary fashioned :f'r0111. a piece or 10• ~sing. The dried discharge 

1H1a elevated to a bunker beneath which••• a ~~~""• Tbta oack111g devise 

••• a hollB•made aUair thot would const~ ~ ~rable accesoory to soa, 

tarmara oat bins. While H deliv~~~d charge, baga had to be opened 

-.nd held and saaled by hoDd~ \ ~ 
Production: (c::)~ ~ 

3 cara (Box, a~O yds. per} insulation. 
2 cars (gondola, 70 yds.) poultry litter. 
2 cars, (gondola 70 yds.) aggregate. 

Report by: 

N. s. Wag.ner, 2/20/47 
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