
















































































Tailings designation 
(Continued from Page 1) 
some acres originally owned by the 
mining company. 

One of the major points of the hearing 
was to give the state local input as to 
whether such a site description was 
appropriate. 

Governor Atiyeh, in his letter to the 
federal department, said it was, under 
certain conditions. His letter to Clusen 
said, in part: 

"Your letters ... identified the entire site 
of the abondoned uranium mill site at 
Lakeview as the area which would be 
subject to possible additional cleanup 
under the Uranium Mill Tailings 
Radiation Control Act of 1978. You 
requested that the State of Oregon 
comment on the scope of the area 
proposed for further review and potential 
remedial actions." 

Some of Atiyeh's statements indicated 
that additional study will be needed to 
determine whether the site designation is 
adequate, too large or too small. "The 
extent of any buried activity is not well 
documented," he said. 

Atiyeh also recommended that the 
owners of the property be reimbursed for 
any costs incurred as part of the cleanup 
process. This came about as a result of 
protest from Precision Pine that it should 
not be forced to assume all costs and 
liabilities of the program. 

"This property is considered to be one 
of the few suitable for industrial develop­
ment in the Lakeview area and 
additional industrial development on the 
site is proposed in the near future," 
Atiyeh said in his letter. "It is Oregon's 
view that any economic hardship caused 
by the remedial actions of the site should 
be reimbursable to the site owners as 
part of the cleanup costs." 

While his recommendation was based 
on what he called "conservative steps to 
assur~ the public is protected," Atiyeh 
said that only the 40-acre pile itself 
should pass to federal or state ownership 
under the program. 

"Oregon's position is that any 
potentially harmful levels should be 
added to the existing tailings piles so that 
only the pile itself must pass to state or 

, federal ownership .. .It is our understand-
• ing that U.S. DOE agrees with this 

approach. If not, Oregon would choose to 
' designate a smaller area of the site until 

a full evaluation is completed," Atiyeh 
said. 

Stock said he thought the governor's 
decision was not based completely on 
facts. 

"I don't believe he has been completely 
informed," Stock said. "We've 
maintained the same position from the 
very beginning. We want whatever 
appropriate safeguard is necessary to be 
taken. But it is obvious that some 

, portions of the property are a lot farther 
trom the tailings pile than other 

that are not included in the 

ation Education Council, a local group, 
agreed completely with the governor's 
position. 

"I feel that the governor's letter points 
out a problem we have here, one that has 
so far been ignored or covered over,'' she 
said. "He says additional evaluation is 
needed, and I agree with that." She said 
that agricultural products in the vicinity 
of the tailings pile should be monitored, 
that radon levels should be actively 
monitored, and that it should be ensured 
that the ground water will not be 
contaminated by the tailings. 

"I also feel there should be no 
industrial development on or near that 
site, because of the radon," Platt said. 
And "people living within a quarter mile 
should be aware of the health risks 
involved." She said Precision Pine 
"shouldn't try to cover over the 
problem." 

Stock said the mill's position has been 
that the radiation which once existed at 
the mill has been taken care of, and that 
the majority of the property, excluding 
the tailings pile itself, is safe to work and 
live on. 

"Our position has been aligned with 
that of the Health Division from the 
beginning," he said. 

What this all means depends on what 
the federal government does with 
Atiyeh's recommendation. Whatever is 
contemplated, no action will probably be 
taken until the site has been studied 
more, said Michael Pollock of the Oregon 
DOE. 

"Once the priorities have been set by 
the federal Department of Energy, they 

will have to basically re-<lo everything 
that's been done, as well as look at some 
other things," Pollock said. One of the 
specific other things he mentioned was 
investigation of the possibility of water 
pollution from the tailings. 

What priority the Lakeview site will 
have is also not known. The federal 
government initially indicated it would 
have a "moderate" priority, which 
meant at least two or three years would 
elapse beforE! any "remedial action" 
were taken. But, as Pollock pointed out, 
Atiyeh and the state of Oregon have 
recommended that the cleanup begin 
sooner than that. 

"Although we recognize that the radio­
logical hazards of the site are not as 
great as some other tailings piles, we 
urge you to consider the rapidly changing 
land use in the area and the relatively 
low costs" involved, when setting 
priorities, Atiyeh said in his letter. 

So even though the Lake County Board 
of Commissioners, in a September letter 
to Atiyeh, protested the "studying to 
death" of Lakeview and the tailings site, 
the site will at the very least be the 
subject of more study in the months and 
years to come. 



Sentiments high ~n •mining issUE 
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GRAND TOUR--Nat Stock of Precision Pine 
pointed out features of the former uranium mill, 
now a lumber mill, to members of the Energy 

Facility Siting Council last week, when the 
council met in Lakeview for a hearing on past 
and possible future uranium minin . ____ _ 



despite lack of definite plans 
The Oregon Energy Facility Siting 

Council (EFSC) expects soon to receive 
an application for siting of a uranium 
processing. plant at McDermitt, but does 
not expect any such applications for the 
Lakeview area; nevertheless sentiments 
here remain high over the issue. 

Such sentiments were in evidence at a 
meeting of the EFSC at Lakeview Friday 
morning, April 11, . in which several 
members of the public spoke on both 
sides of the issue . 

The council held its meeting at: 
Lakeview in order to view the old 
uranium mill facilities and tailings pile, 
and in order to take comments from local 
residents and members of the public 
about the possible cleanup of the tailings 
and possible resumption of mining and 
milling here. 

During the pl.\blic comment portion of 
the meeting, · for which an hour was 
allowed, several people spoke against 
any uranium mining or milling activity 
in Lake County and for the total cleanup 
of the tailings site, while others voiced 
sentiments in favor of activity in the field 
here. 

One Lakeview resident, Tom Pence, 
probably best summed up the collective 
state of mind of the local population when 

he confessed he was confused about the 
whole matter, especially the safety of the 
tailings dump. He ask about the use of 
phrases "short-term" and "long-term" 
when the government describes the 
safety of the tailings, to which a 
Department of Energy official 
responded. 

" In the absence of any changes, things 
are okay," said Don Goddard, energy 
department staff member assigned to the 
siting council, explaining what the term 
"short-term safety" meant. He said the 
tailings are in a safe state now, assuming 
no changes in the present physical 
situation. But studies need to be done to 
determine whether present and possible 
future conditions lend themselves to the 
long-term safety of the pile. 

One person who attended the meeting 
from out of Lake County, Dennis Igou, 
member of the Uranium Resistance 

· Coalition from Bonanza, challenged 
Goddard's statement that the tailings 
were safe, insisting that the presence of 
those tailings has been slightly 
responsible for an allegedly high cancer 
rate in Lake County. 

" It's obvious that the presence of radon 
gas and the nuclear industry" have 
contributed to the cancer and other 

health problems here, Igou said. He 
"demanded" that the cleanup of the site 
be given the utmost priority, saying the 
1983 date for "remedial action" is 
unacceptable to his group. 

"There is people in this county that are 
dying from what has been done in the 
past," Igou said. "We don't need any 
more of it," he said, indicating opposition 
to any future mining or milling of 
uranium here. 

Igou's flat statement that radiation 
from uranium activity has caused high 
incidences of cancer in Lake County was 
refuted and debated by several other 
speakers, however. 

Lake County Commissioner Leslie 
Shaw was one ·such speaker, and he 
pointed out that, while a study is soon to 
be undertaken into the cancer rates in 
Lake County, it has not been definitely 
established that rates here are 
inordinately higher than elsewhere in the 
state, much less that uranium activity 
has been the cause. 

"It's probably true," Shaw said of the 
statement that cancer rates, particularly 
those of breast and pancreas cancer, are 
higher here. "But it's also been flptJy 
stated that this was the result of the 

(Continued on Page 7) 



ENERGY FACILITY Siting Council members and others 
accompanied mill operator Nat Stock on a tour through the yards 
of Precision Pine, which used to be a uranium mill. The group 
also toured the tailings dump, for which they will help determine 
proper methods of clean-up. ( Examiner photo) 

MICHAEL POLLOCK, staff 
member of the Oregon 
Department of Energy, 
explains a point of history to 
the EFSC at the mill site. 

(Examiner photo) 
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EFSC outlines plan for tailings clean-up 
( Continued from Page 1) 

Michael Pollock, energy department 
'staff member who conducted much of the 
I.akeview meetin&, said 
stand rds are now tentatively scheduled 
to be pubhs, ed this month. 

The energy department has developed 
a list of recommendations for further 
Rtions at the mill and tailings site, as a 
means of preparing for future actions to 
be taken under the program. 

The first recommendation is that the 
mill buildings be scanned for 
measurements of radon concentrations, 
especially in poorly ventilated rooms. No 
records exists of such measurements, 
and levels above normal background 
ranges may indicate the presence of 
tailings under or around the structures. 
Such details are important to the future 
actions. 

Also at the mill site, the department 
recommends that any sumps, drains or 
septic systems be identified and if they 
exist, the material in them should be 
identified. 

At the tailings pile and mill site, the 
staff recomi;nended more surveys to 
identify any buried radioactive materials 
and to determine radon emanation rates. 
At the mill, some small hot spots have 
been discovered last fall, and the intent 
of the program is to completely eliminate 
any such problems once and for all so 
that no more action is ever needed. 

At the tailings pile, radon 
measurements have only been taken a 
couple of times, and more complete 
studies are fell to be necessary. 

Another recommendation concerning 
the tailings pile is that the possibility of 

Oregon, no use of it permitted in any 
way, and a perpetual care fund used to 

land ~baace or fflilraUm1 ttn-nnatt---r11'11!!1~1atillf-!nt111tffm'ffll!~ 
ter tables bes Udied. ecause there is I~eciding whether to remove the pile 

wt1&r near the site, and it is in a oy tailings, standards in making the 
~thermal area with several faults, a decision will include: 
study of these factors will be important in -No future degradation of ground or 
determining what course of action to surface waters would be allowed. 
take. -Radon emanation rates would have to 

Finally, land use and land values need be reduced to a very low level. 
to be studied. Lake County has limited -No areas larger than 100 square meters 
areas available for industrial with gamma radiation levels more than 
development, the department's twice background levels would be accept-
recommendation points out, and the able; and no individual measurements 
tailings site is on or near one such area. more than four times background would 

All these studies ar.e for the purpose of be permitted. 
eventually deciding whether to try and The department has plotted a 
take care of the tailings by covering and timetable for actions to occur under the 
stabilizing them, or by moving them. program. 
Presumably, if water leaching or This year, all estimates of what will be 
faulting action could move the the required actions will be established, 
radioactivity about, and if future use of through extensive studies as outlined 
the land is deemed necessary, the above. During fiscal year 1981, the 
recommendation will eventually be to geologic and hydrologic evaluations will 
remove the tailings. be conducted, an environmental 

A cost-benefit ratio study of moving the statement published and preparations 
tailings would be part of an eventual for the eventual remedial action begun, 
environmental impact study done of the including acquisition of property where 
site. such action would be appropriate. 

The department has recommended During fiscal year 1982 and 1983, the 
what it sees as minimum standards to be final remedial action plan will be adopted 
followed in either case, if the tailings stay and completed. The department will 
or are removed. If the tailings are to probably ask the Oregon Legisrative 
remain, all radioactive materials outside Assembly in 1983 to appropriate the 
the present tailings spot should be buried necessary funds . ' 
in the tailings pile and the rest of the Other items were discussed at the 
property declared clean and released to Energy Facility Siting Council meeting, 
any and all possible uses; and the tailings including whether the Trojan nuclear 
site itself should be deeded to the state of powe.r plant is endangered by the 

eruptions of Mt. St. Helens. Depa 
of Energy officials said there 
da er. Also discussed was an a 
ti by a power company to trans 

atomic generator up the Col 
River to the Hanford N 
Reservation, the suitability of ur 
processing for the Lakeview 
economy and ecology, and the pl 
Northwest Geothermal Corp., in 
Lakeview area. 



Uranium mining sentiments hig 
(Continued from P~e ll 
uranium mill and tailings," which has 
not been proven by objective study, he 
said. Such a study will begin soon, with 
the cooperation of the Lake County 
Public Health Department, Oregon 
Health Department and others. · 

"In my opinion, if such a study does 
determine that we have higher cancer 
rates than the rest of the state, it is very 
likely because we're closer to the sun 
than the rest of the state," Shaw said. 

His statements were echoed by James 
Ogle, Lake County rancher who is 

involved in various aspects of public 
service, including a state health advisory 
board. 

"I would just hope that you wouldn't 
jump to any conclusions before we have 
some facts," he cautioned the Energy 
Facility Siting Council concerning the 
possible health effects of uranium mining 
or milling. 

Concerning standards adopted 
recently for the siting and operation of 
uranium mills in Oregon, Gordon Tracy 
of Lakeview, who is administrative 
assistant to the county commissioners 

and who also is involved in mining, said 
the standards are adequate. 

"You should know that part of our 
community does have confidence in these 
standards," Tracy said. 

He was responding to statements by 
Igou and others, notably Tess Thomas 
and Chris Platt of Lakeyiew, Radiation 
Education Council representatives, to 
the effect that mining and milling of 
uranium would be disastrous to Lake 
County. 

Platt said the rules were inadequate at 
several points, including those pr~visions 



for tailings pile safety. 
She also pointed out several things she 

said would happen to the area should 
such activity take place. Among theln 
were decreases in land values; various 
health problems associated with radio­
activity, including higher cancer rates; 
decreases in tourism; contamination of 
farm land and livestock with a 
subsequent inability to market local 
products~ and the long-term pollution of 
the area's land, water and air. 

"I don't believe this is the time for the 
multi-natiimal companies to come here, 
to strip our land of its non-renewable 
resources and leave us with 99 percent of 
the waste material for us to deal with for 
thousands of years," Platt said. 

Sally Bourgeois, another Radiation 
Education Council member, said she was 
concerned about the effect uranium 
mining could have on local water tables. 
Other instances of such mining have 
drastically lowered water tables, she 
said, and that could compound an 
existing problem in Lake County. 

Tracy said he saw no conflicts with real 
estate values, and no hazards posed to 
land, crops and livestock from the siting 
standards. He said he was concerned 
about the possible dangers from uranium 
mining and processing, but urged the 
EFSC to proceed on as swift a course as 
is safe. 

Frank Vaughn of Lakeview v9iced 
similar opinions, and pointed out that if 
Lake County water contains some radon 
levels, it is because the water sources 
have always been in contact with 
naturally-occurring uranium ore bodies. 

"The ore. bodies are here, and through 
percolation methods, this water has 
passed through these ore bodies for 
thousands of years," Vaughn said. 

Michael Pollock, another energy 
department staff member working with 
the EFSC, said the state knows of 
substantial exploration going on at the 
present in Lake County, especially by 
Western Nuclear Corp., which holds the 
White King and Lucky Lass leases, but 
there are no plans for beginning uranium 
mining locally in the near future. 

The state is not aware of any plans for 
development of uranium mines in Oregon 
except those of Placer-Amex in Malheur 
county, Pollock said. 

A company has to submit an applica­
tion to the state before it can process any 
uranium in the state, under current law. 
The siting council has authority to accept 
or deny any application, based on the 
standards- recently adopted. 

Brother Raphael Wilson, chairman of 
the Energy Facility Siting Coiuncil, said 
written comments, statements or 
material are welcomed by the council 
from the public at any time. 
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1ranium ,concerns aired, 
answered; others raised 

The concerns of Lakeview-area 
residents about radiation exposure from 
the old uranium mill site were calmed at 
a hearing Monday night, while at the 
same time their appetite for more 
information along the same lines was 
whetted. 

Representatives of the Radiation 
Control Section of the Oregon Health 
Division addressed concerns 
surrounding the abandoned uranium mill 
north of Lakeview in a public hearing. 
The questions of the persons in 
attendance were answered, but many 
indicated they had other questions about 
similar environmental issues in Lake 
County. 

At the same hearing, Dr. Robert 
Bomengen, Lake County public health 
officer, was informed that chances are 
good for a study of Lake County's cancer 
rate and its causes next summer. 

George Toombs, supervisor of the 
Radiation Control Section's Radiation 

Surveillance Program, and his assistant 
Ray Paris, appeared at the hearing to 
"clear up rumors" about radiation 
exposure from the old uranium mill, and . 
particularly the tailings pond. Toombs 
said there is currently no radiation 

hazard connected with any of the mill 
sites. 

The Health Division entered the issue 
in 1972, Toombs said, when concerns 
arose over a situation in Grand Junction, 

(Continued on Page 5) 

Another uranium hearing scheduled 
Representatives of the Oregon and 

United States Departments of 
Energy, the Health Division and 
others will be in Lakeview to · 
conduct a public hearing concerning 
uranium tailings next Wednesday, 
August 29, 7:30 in the Community 
Center. 

Michael Pollock of the Oregon 
Department of Energy said the 
hearing will deal with a federal­
state program for remedial action 
on the uranium tailings site north of 
Lakeview. 

The hearing will: 
--inform the public of the program 
under which federal funding is avail­
able to remove or further stabilize 
the tailings site; 
--solicit public input on just what 
kind of remedial action is needed; 
-and seek public input concerning 
other possible uranium tailings 
locations in Lake County. 

The state has been given until 
September 14 to name sites for 
remedial action under the federal 
program, Pollock said. 



IS IT HOT? Several interested persons who attended a hearing on 
ranium tailings Monday night accompanied George Toombs of 

the Health Division to take a reading on a Lakeview building in 
lfJhich some ore samples are stored. Though the building read 
about double normal background levels, Toombs said it was not 
~azardou•s. (Examiner photo) 



• ran,um concerns--------------
,(). ,tinued from Page l l 

!Colorado. In that town, uranium mill 
'lings, a gray sandy substance, where 
d as construction fill for homes, 

hools and parks. The state saw the 
tential for a similar situation in 
keview. 
In May 1972, the Health Division 
ought a mobile scanning truck to 
keview, which over the course of four 
ys scanned 1,345 structures and many 
ations in and around Lakeview. No 

ppreciable levels of radiation were 
und, he said. · 
What they were looking for was mainly 
on. Radon is a "daughter" of 

anium and radium, produced by the 
dioactive breakdowns of those 
ements. It is a gas, and emits alpha 
rticles, which when inhaled can 
entually cause lung cancer. 
"I'm happy to say we found no 
oblems in any of the residences in 
keview," Toombs said. "The 
oblems were at the mill site, primarily 
t the tailings pond." Those problems 

were dirt blowing off the old pond, and 
the possibility of groundwater 
contamination. 

The tailings pond was an area west of 
the mill where the gravel left over from 
the uranium reduction process were 
allowed to settle out of water used to 
wash it. The area covered some 30 acres, 
and the sand and gravel, containing some 
levels of radioactivity, were open. High 
winds tended to blow this material away, 
and some radioactivity was detected in a 
field south of the pond. 

In late 1973, after all the local survey 
work had been compl~ted by the Health 
Division, Toombs went to the Environ­
mental Protection Agency lab in Las 
Vegas to ask for assistance. He and an 
EPA team worked together to survey the 
site more extensively, including the 
residences on the perimeter of the site. 

They found the tailings dump not only 
exposed to weather, but also to people; 
the fence was in poor repair, and motor­
cycle tracks on the pond were evident. 

Armed with this information, the 

Health Division contacted the then-owner 
of the property, Atlantic Richfield 
Company (ARCO), notifying the 
company that the site was not in 
compliance with state law. Toombs 
requested a plan of action and timetable 
from ARCO. 

Over the next year, ARCO crews 
stripped the north side of the mill site and 
removed any radioactive material. They 
also removed some "hot spots" 
from the settling ponds west of the 
tailings pond, and placed them in the 
tailings pond. 

The tailings pond was then covered 
with 18-24 inches of earth, and planted 
with wheat. This was completed in 
October 1974. Before the ARCO crews 
were released, the Health Division and 
EPA checked the entire site for any 
radioactivity. 

When ARCO sold the mill and property 
to Precision Pine, the Health Division 
supervised the stripping of the mine and 
removal of equipment, and monitored 
the site afterward. Some hot spots were 

picked up and taken care of. Before a1 
equipment was transported away fro 
the site, it had to meet with Heal 
Division and Department of Transpor, 
tion approval. 

Since that time, the Health Divisil 
has regularly surveyed the site fl 
radiation, and found the levels no big~ 
than allowable by law, Toombs said. 

The current property owner is 
charge of maintaining the sites, and tl 
Health Division will monitor the 
indefinitely. 

Answering concerns abo 
contamination of water from the sit 
Toombs said there was none. Tl 
division monitors water wells and ti 
town water supply. 

"The levels of radiation here are real 
no different than water in any other plat 
in Oregon," he said. 

He also said no radioactive materi 
blows off any of the sites. 

''There is nothing blowing in this vallE 
that is radioactive from the mill site," l 
said. "There is radon emitting from tl 
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ground everywhere. The levels are no 
different at the pile than anywhere else 
that we can determine." 

What is the hazard to people in 
Lakeview? Toombs said if a person 
found a "hot spot" on the tailings pile, or 
at the mill, which he said to his 
knowledge don't exist, and stood on it for 
eight hours a day for a year, the 
allowable levels of radiation would be 
exceeded. 

A hot spot producing 1.5 millirems per 
hour would be 1,000 times higher than the 
normal background level in Lakeview, 
which is high anyway. The Oregon 
allowable background dose is 500 
millirems a year. 

When Toombs asked if anyone at the 
hearing had a building or site in mind 
they would like to have checked for 
emissions, Bomengen indicated concern 
over the building on North 1st Street used · 
by Western Nuclear. Upon checking the 
emission levels, Toombs discovered the 
building put off some 20-30 microrems, 
about double the background level. He 

said the emission would have to be about 
1,000 times greater than that to pose what 
would be considered a public health 
hazard. 

The levels fell to about normal within 
20 feet of the building. 

Toombs presented Bomengen with a 
letter addressed to Bomengen from Dr. 
James Morton of the University of 
Oregon Health , Sciences Center in 
Portland. Bomengen said Morton and 
others have in the past refused to do 
studies of the cancer rate and its causes 
in Lake County. 

Morton said in the letter he hoped to be 
available to do such a study next 
summer, "in hopes of confirming or 
refuting the suspicions raised by 
mortality data of the past 25 years." He 
said the study would cover cancer cases 
in Lake County treated at Lakeview, 
Burns, Bend and Klamath Falls in the 
years 1963-77. 

Bomengen said such a study would be 
welcome. In fact he and the Lake County 
Medical Society have already embarked 
on the first stages of such a study, 
because they feared no outside help 
would ever be available. 

One of the 30 or more participants a·t 

the hearing said she was satisfied that 
there was no health danger posed by the 
mill. But she and others indicated they 
wanted to pursue the topic further, either 
with the Health Division or whatever 
-other agencies have jurisdiction. Areas 
!of concern mentioned were the uranium 
~ning sites and Alkali Lake. 



JNational, international corporations, 
health ·division in·vestigating uranium 

Lakeview's uranium resource is in the 
news with surprising frequency , with at 
least two large companie,s indicating 
interest and the state Health Division 
entering the picture to answer citizen 
questions and fears about uranium 
mining and milling in the area. 

A public hearing has been set for next 

Monday, August 20, B p.m. at the 
Community Center. Dr. George Toombs 
of the Oregon Health Division will be on 
hand to present information and answer 
questions about the effects of possible 
processing of uranium in the vicinity of 
Lakeview. 

Toombs will have a slide presentation 

and other information, reportedly 
dealing with a proposal by Western 
Nuclear to set up a portable uranium mill 
at the site of the White King mine, which 
it has leased. He will also answer 
questions about possible health effects of 
radioactivity , including the · uranium 

( Continued on Page 3) 



Uranium 
(Continued from Page 1) 
tailings storage site north of Lakeview. 

On other fronts, a representative of 
Santa Fe Minerals, Incorporated, has 
applied for a conditional use permit to 
explore for and mine uranium in the 
Goose Lake Valley. 

E.A. Bowen, land consultant for the 
company, has presented an application 
to the Lake County Planning Commission 
for wide-spread exploration on the Goose 
Lake Valley floor for uranium and other 
deposits. 

Internation~lly, the Mining Record, an 
industry publication from Denver, 
Colorado, reported recently that Polaris 
Resources, Incorporated, has entered 
into an agreement with a French 
company to prospect in Lake County. 

Under the agreement, Aquitaine 
Mining Corporation, an affiliate of Elf 
Aquitaine, the French international oil 
and mining company, will explore 
Polaris' uranium prospect. That 
prospect consists of 7,900 acres located 
about two miles west of the White King 
mine. 

The Bendix Corporation has received a 
government contract to "fly" the 
Lakeview area, searching for various 
minerals, including uranium, the 
Examiner has also learned. The federal 
Department of Energy is conducting an 
extensive survey of the area, of which the 
Bendix contract is reportedly a part. 

The Field Engineering department of 
Bendix will conduct a radiometric survey 
of some 10,000 to 12,000 lineal miles of the 
Lake County land, in quarter-mile grids, 
to obtain a profile of the mineral 
resources ~t. 



Lak~view VUranium ailings 
Face Removal From State 

Uranium mill tailings stored near 
Lakeview may have to be removed following 
action Tuesday by the State Energy Facility 
Siting Council. 

Meeting in Salem, the council set a March 
1, 1979, effective date for rules that define 
radioactive waste and require disposal of 
such materials. 

J. Michael Pollack, environmental 
specialist with the Department of Energy, 
said under definitions uranium tailings at 
Lakeview "exceed the levels and, if the 
Legislature doesn't act, they would have to 
be removed from the state." 

About 130,000 tons of tailings, residue 
remaining after extraction of uranium from 
mined ore, are buried under four feet of clean 
soil in about 40 acres of sagebrush fields north 
of Lakeview. The mounds are six to eight feet 
above normal field elevations. The uranium 
mill operated until the early 1960s when it was 
shut down because of "poor economic 
conditions." 

Since then, the property has traded hands 
many times. Precision Pine Co. purchased 
the property in 1977 from Atlantic Richfield 
Co. ARCO had considered reprocessing the 
low-grade tailings, but sold the plant when it 
abandoned nuclear energy operations. 

Precision Pine purchased the property to 
convert the uranium mill, located on a 96-acre 
parcel that is separate from the tailings pile, 
into a sawmill. Managing partner Nat Stock 
has repeatedly said the company does not use 
the tailings pile. 

"We're lumber people and I don't pretend 
to have expertise about nuclear waste," 
according to Stock. "I can't use it and I don't 
intend to use it." 

Still not determined is whether a 
"grandfather" provision would exempt the 
newly adopted rules from such areas as the 
Lakeview site. An attorney general's opinion 
has been requested. 

The rules adopted Tuesday followed staff 
recommendations. It is believed the rules will 
be examined closely by the 1979 Legislature. 
They were required because Oregon Attorney 
General Jim Redden said the council is 
responsible for defining radioactive waste 
materials so that a state law prohibiting 
permanent storage of radioactive materials 
could be enforced. 

The council agreed exemptions for man­
made radioactive materials already allowed 
by the State Health Division and Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission should be main­
tained. The rules say naturally occuring 
radioactive mate rials that exceed limits will 
be examined on a case-by-case basis. 

Department of Energy staff members said 
proposed legislation has been sent to the 
governor's office recommending the council 
locate an Oregon disposal site for naturally 
occuring radioactive materials that will not 
be accepted in other states. 

It has not been determined whether current 
property owners or land owners who created 
the problem will be required to pay for 
removal of the Lakeview tailings. Where the 
tailings will be sent is also uncertain. 
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The Oregon Energy Facility Siting 
Council will hold a regular meeting at 
Lakeview tomorrow, Friday, April 11, 
following a tour today of the uranium 
tailings storage site and old uranium 
mill. 

The purpose of the council's holding the 
meeting in Lakeview is two-fold: · To 
give the public opportunity to ask 
questions about the council's standards 
for uranium mining and milling, and to 
give the council a chance to view first-

hand the facilities here. 

The tour of the tailings site and mill 
will begin at 1 p.m. today, Thursday. The 
meeting which is open to the public, will 
begin at 9 a.m. Friday, April 11 at the 
Community Center. 

The council is touring the site for two 
reasons. The first is that it was asked by 
the 1979 Legislature to develop standards 
for the siting, construction and operation 
of uranium mills, including , disposal of 
tailings. The on-site tour will help give 

the seven council members an idea of 
what they are dealing with. 

The second purpose of the tour deals 
with the state's involvement with a 
federal-state program to clean up the 
tailings site. 

In 1978, Congress passed a law calling 
for the monitoring of and possible 
remedial . action (cleaning up) of 
uranium tailings storage sites. Last 
year, the U.S. Department of Energy 
declared the Lakeview tailings site 
eligible for remedial action. 

But the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) has not yet developed and 
published standards for the cleaning up 
of such sites, so the other federal and 
state agencies which are cooperating in 
the program are waiting on that before 
any action is taken. 

A tour of the site is felt necessary to 
enable the council to work on the 
remedial action program, said Michael 
Pollock, of the Oregon Department of 
Energy. 

"It's important for the council to come 
to Lakeview to look at the tailings pile ... 
so that they will understand what they're 
dealing with," Pollock said. 

The meeting the next day will deal 
largely with routine matters, though the 
tailings remedial action program will be 
dfscussed. About an hour will be allowed 
for public comments and questions on 
aspects of the council's recommenda­
tions on uranium mills and other 
matters. 

to 
Oregon 

will report 
mining inl 
anticipatin 
of a urani 
soon. Ano 
possibly fQ 

The stat 
will also 
report fr. 
Corporatio 
district foi:1 



• 
I meeting 

"It's important for the council to come 
to Lakeview to look at the tailings pile ... 
so that they will understand what they're 
dealing with," Pollock said. 

The meeting the next day will deal 
largely with routine matters, though the 
tailings remedial action program will be 
discussed. About an hour will be allowed 
for public comments and questions on 
aspects of the council's recommenda­
tions on uranium mills and other 
matters. 

tomorrow 
Oregon Department of Energy staff 

will report on past and future uranium 
mining in Oregon. The EFSC is 
anticipating an application for the siting 
of a uranium mill in Malheur County 
soon. Another for the Lakeview area will 
possibly follow. 

The status of the Trojan nuclear plant 
will also be on the agenda, as will a 
report from . Northwest Geother1:1al 
Corporation on a geothermal heatmg 
district for Lakeview. 
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lnt8lligent meetinQ marred o'.nly by nuclear groupies· 
By Gary Whitehouse 

Generally, everybody who attended the 
meeting of the Energy Facility Siting 
Council Friday, April 11 was pleased with 
the way in which it was conducted and 
with the attitudes of the council 
members. I among them. I take to task 
Mr. Scoville's assertion that the timing of 
the meeting was bad, which provided lop­
~if)ed representation of points of view. At 
)east as many persons spoke who were 
not bothered by uranium mining and 
milling as who were ; at least as many 
expressed confidence in the collective 
wisdom of the council and its actions as 
did not. 

Those who did express opposition to 
future uranium mining and processing in 
the Goose Lake Valley seemed to 
outnumber those who did not, perhaps 
because, in the case of one of them .at 
least, their voices were louder and their 
claims more outrageous. I refer · to 
Dennis Igou, who represented the 
Uranium Resistance Coalition. Igou not 
only gave the council the mistaken 
jmpression that he was representing 
local opinions and persons, he made 
some statements that were, if not bald­
race lies, at least gross misrepresenta­
tions of fact. This Bonanza man 
presumed to speak for the 4,000 or so 
residents of the Goose Lake Vallil!y, 
saying "We demand" this, and "We 

demand" that. Loudly. Not only that, 
but he stated flat out that past uranium 
activity was killing vast numbers of 
people in the area through cancer, 
causing a high infant mortality rate and 
on and on ... all statements easy enough to 
make, but very difficult to prove. 

A local man who attended the meeting 
referred to Igou and Lloyd Marbet, 
another out-of-towner who spoke, as 
"nuclear groupies." For those not 
familiar with the term, a "groupie" is 
one, usually a nubile, impressionable 
teenage girl, who follows a particular 
rock & roll performer or group from 
place to place, and often attempts to give 
her body and other favors to her idols. 
Everybody I have spoken to about the 
meeting, those on both sides of the issue, 
resented the presence of these groupies 
at the meeting, especially that of Igou 
when he presumed to speak for us. That 
relieves me. For nothing will escalate 
this discussion into a full-blown 
confrontation among neighbors faster 
than local folks bringing in and following 
inane rabble-rousers. 

My point about all this, and I keep 
coming 1-ack to it, is there are no easy 
answers. ~here are two sides to ev · 
argument, and in this case. both hate 

some merit. Fortunately, the EFSC is, I 
think open-minded. The unfortunate 
thing is, the vast majority of the media 
coverage on the general question of 
nuclear power, radiation and its hazards, 
is not so open-minded. About the only 
place one finds coverage of both sides of 
the issu.e is on the editorial pages. The 
front page news columns seem biased, 
indeed. 

That goes for television news, as well. 
The Atomic Industrial Forum, an inter­
national pro-nuclear group based in 
Washington, D.C., has published 
excerpts from a report by a clinical 
psychiatrist who says that TV news 
coverage of nuclear energy is fostering a 
nuclear phobia. 

Dr. Robert L. DuPont, associate 
clinical professor of psychiatry and 
behavioral sciences at the George 
Washington University School of 
Medicine, a leading authority on phobias, 
studied 13 hours of broadcasts aired by 
three network evening news shows. 

"According to Dupont, a phobic person 
often is intelligent and thinks clearly and 
realistically outside of the situation 
promoting his phobia. There may also be 
some risk in that situation, but for the 
phobic person this fear 'is out of 
proportion to the real, external danger.' 
One characteristic of the phobic person's 
think process, DuPont says, 'is a . 

spiraling chain reaction ... of what ifs and 
each what if leads to another.' He says, 
"Phobic thinking always travels down the 
worst possible branchings of each of the 
what ifs until the person is absolutely 
overwhelmed with the potentials of 
disaster.' 

DuPont said the TV news coverage he 
reviewed was a striking example of just 
such a line of reasoning. The news 
stories were based on "what if" thinking 
rather than "what is" thinking. 

"'That is not common in journalism,' 
DuPont says. 'You just do not see a lot of 
stories of planes that might have 
crashed.' 

"DuPont emphatically rejects the· 
notion that everyone who opposes 
nuclear energy has a phobia, or that 
opposition to nuclear energy is , wrong. 
'Nevertheless, after viewing th(ll3 hours 
of network TV news tapes, I am 
convinced that fear is the dominant 
theme of this particular TV coverage and 
that much of the fear of nuclear power 
has elements of phobic thinking,' he 
says." 

What the media do, and I can verify 
this, is, when a nuclear expert testifies 
that nuclear power plants are safe, they 
push a microphone in his face and ask 
"But can you be SURE?" Of course he 
can't. Death and taxes ... But then the 
headline reads that the head of this 

agency or that committee admits a 
nuclear accident could happen. 

What I can't understand is how the 
Walter Cronkites and John Chancellors 
of the media, trained in their trades, 
could allow such tactics to be used on 
their programs by reporters. And how so 
much of the public could fail to see 
through it. Let's assess the risks 
intelligently! 

The same publication quotes Rep. 
Morris Udall of Arizona, (the once­
darling of liberals during the preliminary 
1976 presidential campaign) as saying 
nuclear power is needed for the interim, 
and that construction and licensing of 



plants should go ahead if the lessons of 
Three Mile Island have been learned. 

"'I'm prepared to say, if North Anna 
(one of the plants scheduled to begin 
operation this year) is ready to go and 
NRC says the lessons of TMI have been 
learned, loaa fuel and turn it on,' he said. 
'Nuclear's got to be there to provide a 
transitional source ( of electricity,)' 
Udall said. 'We've got · 14 plants 
scheduled for this year. Let's apply the 
lessons of TMI and put them on line.' 
Udall also criticized legilsators~ho are 
anti-nuclear without substitutin~ a real 
energy alternative. 'We ought to be 
required to put up or shut up.' · 



Uranium 
Property 
Sale Due 
LAKEVIEW - Main 

buildings and grounds at a 
uranium plant north of 
Lakeview are being worked on 
to ready the property for sale, 
according to the local 
representative for Atlantic­
Richfield Co. (ARCO). 

Al Smith of Lakeview said 
salvage and repair work is be­
ing done by Sessler Inc. , a 
Klamath Falls salvage firm. 

Built in 1958, the uranium 
reduction plant was used by 
Lakeview Mining Co. to 
process ore from the White 
King and Lucky Lass mines, 
as well as ore shipped in from 
Alaska and Nevada. It ceased 
operation in 1960 and has since 
changed ownership a number 
of times. 
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