






































































































scSr0RePOrttonteaS1Dll1fy"":v 
Of Future Dams in. the Area 

14, 1971. 

The Soil Conservation Service produced 
a preliminary rerort on several area water 
projects to a ful house Tuesday evening in 
the county court room in Lakeview. 

Among the rrojeets discussed was the 
improvement of the 32-mile north canal sys­
tem, and building dams on the old mill 
site and the campground site of upper 
Thomas Creek, dams on Bullard and Dead­
man Canyons. and a dam in the Bauers-Cox 
LreeK area seven miles north of Lakeview. 

Making the presentation was Dick Ver­
boort , an engineer with the Portland branch 
of the SC'S, and Keith Cromwell, an SCS 

economist, also from Portland. 
The preliminary study on the dam sites on 

Thomas Creek at the old mill location and 
the campground indicated that project~ in 
that area were not feasible for irrigation 
and flood control at this time because of 
the costs involved compared to the benefits 
received. 

The SCS representatives also nixed flood 
control dams in the Bullard Canyon and Dead­
man Canyon, located on the eastern out­
skirts of Lakeview because of the same sit­
uation. 

They reported that the Deadman dam 
was out of the question because of storage 
limitations. The annual cost of the Bullard 
dam would run about $9,850. The average 
flood damage cost to Lakeview annually is 
about half of that figure so that this project, 
too, was not recommended. 

Water projects in the area didn't com­
pletely strike out. The report indicated that 
a great deal of use could be derived from a 
dam located in the Bauers-Cox Creek area. 

The representatives said that several sites 
were being considered and that the primary 
one would have a dam 56 feet high and would 
store 11,414 acre feet of water. 

Flood control potential in this area is ex­
cellent and if local irrigators don't back off 
from a $10 per acre foot charge on irrigation, 
up to 7,294 acre feet of water could be 
used by ranchers in the area annually. 

It was also pointed out that the dam, if 
located on Cox Creek, could have a canal 
connecting Bauers Creek and possibly 
enlarging the storage capacity. 

Representatives from three area water 
organizations and the town of Lakeview all 
expressed a desire to futher study the pro­
ject and letters are being drawn up to be 
submitted to the SCS requesting for plan­
ning authorization. 

Several methods of financing the pro­
ject was discussed during the meeting, in­
cluding federal grants and loans. 
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Further Studies 

Made for Dam f 

Site Proposal 
Further local research was done last 

week in regard to the feasibility of 
constructing a dam at Cox Flat or on Cox 
Creek for flood control, irrigation and 
recreation. Darrell Learn, chief, and Sam 
Allison, geologist, with the watershed 
planning party for the State Engineer's 
office were here for that purpose, said 
Duane Crane, conservationist with the 
Lakeview Soil and Water Conservation 
District. 

The two Salem men made further 
studies of the {lood plain areas and also 
potential irrigable lands that could benefit 
from dam construction at either site. 

Dam construction is a proposed project 
of the Lakeview-Thomas Creek Water 
Control District under Public Law 566. 
The district board of directors voted on 
May 2 to contract for core drilling at the 
Cox Flat site. Core drilling records on the 
Cox Creek site already are available. The 
Cox Flat drilling probably will be done in 
late June or in July. 



Behind 
the 
Sagebrush 
Curtain 

By Leslie Shaw 
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AN INDIAN RING on the shore _of Abert Lake has been torn up by artifact 
~u~ters, so~e of the ancient rocks havmg been moved out of the circle. Standing 
ms1de the rmg 1s Norman Peterson, Grants Pass , geologist with the State Department 
of Geology and Mineral Industries. (Examiner Photo) 

CAN NOTHING BE DONE TO 
PRESERVE ANCIENT THI GS? 

Carbon 14 dating of sagebrush san­
dals found in 1938 in the Fort Rock 
Cave (it was then Cow Cave) proves 
that Indians inhabited the Lake County 
country for at least 13,000 years. 
One day, science might prove the habi­
tation goes back for half a million years, 
or maybe even two to five million years. 

BUT EVEN if the mark is only 13,-
000 years, that is a lot of time span. In 
those years the Indians left many signs 
of their having been here. In many 
parts of the county there are Indian 
writings on the rocks. which no one to­
day can read or translate ... but they are 
among the most interesting of all an­
cient artifacts. 

SOMETIMES latter-day inhabitants 
take hammers.and chisels, and even 
machines to break up these rocks and 
take home samples of the Indian writ-
inn Th.PrlL-ULiLLhA..__Q--CL, ,ubo n-o lnd · 

Abert Rim in that fashion; somebody, 
foF om rea on ha wa goo 'a 

time, put the rocks in those fo rmations. 
NEAR A COUPLE of sets of those 

rings, Norm and I found Indian mortars 
that had been hollowed out into huge 
lava boulders. These apparently had 
been used for grinding food for a lot of 
years , plus a lot more . 

BUT MOST of the.rings had been 
dug in; dirt piled up ; rocks moved out 
of the circle . The Indian Rings them­
selves, certainly, would be more valu­
·able to the history of man than any 
arrow points that might have been sal­
vaged from the dirt. 

WHAT CAN the public do about pre­
serving things like this? For true , there 
are both federal and state antiquities 
laws which prevent (supposedly) the re­
moval of artifacts , but this is another of 
those laws that gets little heed . It is 
possible that Indian arrowheads. stone 
axes and like that are far more valuable 
to o..us ri J he ar mlild..an.d...added 



AN INDIAN RING on the shore of Aber! Lake has been torn up by artifact 
hunters, some of the ancient rocks having been moved out of the circle. Standing 
ms1de the nng 1s Norman Peterson, Grants Pass·, geologist with the State Department 
of Geology and Mineral Industries. (Examiner Photo) 

CAN NOTHING BE DONE TO 
PRESERVE ANCIENT THINGS? 

Carbon 14 dating of sagebrush san­
dals found in 1938 in the Fort Rock 
Cave (it was then Cow Cave) proves 
that Indians inhabited the Lake County 
country for at least 13,000 years. 
One day, science might prove the habi­
tation goes back for half a million years, 
or maybe even two to five million years. 

BUT EVEN if the mark is only 13,-
000 years, t_hat is a lot of time span. In 
those years the Indians left many signs 
of their having been here. In many 
parts of the county there are Indian 
writings on the rocks, which no one to­
day can read or translate ... but they are 
among the most interesting of all an­
cient artifacts. 

SOMETIMES latter-day inhabitants 
take hammers.and chisels, and even 
machines to break up these rocks and 
take home samples of the Indian writ­
ing. There will be a day when no Indi­
an writings are left to intrigue the 
people. 

AND THERE are the Indian Rings 
along the shore of Abe rt Lake ... probab­
ly these interesting structures are found 
in many parts of the county: me no 
know. Only last week I saw the first 
Indian Ring I had ever seen ... hadn't. 
even known before that they existed. 

TO TELL YOU the simple, honest 
truth, I was appalled and disgruntled at 
what I saw. People had been digging 
in the rings, even moving the big rocks 
out of place, utt~rly destroying forever 
these ancient signs of man's long ago 
habitation. They were searching , of -
course, for arrowheads and other arti­
facts left by the Indians, and in doing 
so they were destroying the major arti­
facts themselves ... the Indian Rings. 

THE RINGS I was are located be­
tween the highway and the Abert Lake 
shore, some of them not fifty feet from 
the road. They were shown to me 
by Norman Peterson of Gran ts Pass, 
a geologist with the State Department 
of Geology and Mineral Industries. 
Norm did not pretend to know what 
the rings were built for, but he offered 
a logical guess .. the foundation for 
Indian homes, skin tents, perhaps. Very 
likely the Indians did not live there the 
year around, but probably some Indian 
family or another pitched its tent on 
the rings for a part of every year 
through dozens or scores of centuries. 

ONE RING was about 20 feet across, 
formed of heavy rocks that had been 
embedded into the ground in an almost 
perfect circle. Adjacent to this was an­
other ring about eight feet across and 
not far away was another about 15 feet 
in diameter. 

MAYBE THAT TENT business is 
all wet; maybe the rings were built in 
some kind of worship requirement. 
Who can answer? But for sure they did 
not just happen because rocks fell off 

Abert Rim in that fashion; somebody. 
for some reason that was good at the · 
time, put the rocks in those formations. 

NEAR A COUPLE of sets of those 
rings, Norm and I found Indian mortars 
that had been hollowed out into huge 
lava boulders. These apparently had 
been used for grinding food for a lot of 
years, plus a lot more. 

BUT MOST of the.rings had been 
dug in; dirt piled up; rocks moved out 
of the circle. The Indian Rings them­
selves, certainly, would be more valu­
·able to the history of man than any 
arrow points that might have been sal­
vaged from the dirt. 

WHAT CAN the public do about pre­
serving things like this? For true, there 
are both federal and state antiquities 
illws which prevent (supposedly) the re­
moval of artifacts , but this is another of 
those laws that gets little heed. It is 
possible that Indian arrowheads, stone 
axes and like that are far more valuable 
to posterity if they are found and added 
to public and private collections, than 
to remain lost in dry lakebeds. 

BUT WHY destroy an Indian Rings? 
Why tear up a burial mound? Why 
break up a boulder that contains ancient 
writing? I can understand picking up 
and preserving an arrowhead which oth­
erwise would lay unknown in the dust 
of an old hunting ground ... but I don't 
sabe the destruction of an Indain Ring. 

NORM ALSO showed me several 
:,vhite-~olored rocks, each with an open­
mg at :ts base, which once was the out­
let of a hot spring. The whiteness was 
caused by layers of tufa, the encrusted 
salts or alkaline chemicals in the water. 
For many centuries before the ken of 
man, those hot springs had boiled there: 
why not now? The presence of those 
how springs, however, may have been 
the:reason for building the Indian Rings 
where they are. 
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BLM Eyes Abert Rim Withdrawal 
Tlw Burc>au of Land l\lanagrmrnt. 

lkpartnwnl of the lnlrrior. has filc>d an 
applic:1tion. Srrial Number OH 12177. for 
tlw ll'ithdrall'al of public land from all 
forms of appropriation undrr public land 
la11 s . including the mining laws ( :lo U .S.C .. 
Cl1.~ 1. hut not from leasing undc>r thc> 
mi1wral IPasing lall's. 

Tlw applit"ation dc>sirPs lo have the area 
ll'iihdrall'n for lhe purposc> of rslablishing 
a sc<•nic corridor along the length of Abert 
Him . 

.-\II prrsons ll'ho ll'ish lo submit com­
mrnts . suggestions. or objections in con­
m•t·tion 11·ith th/> proposrd withdrawal may 
prPsrnt llwir l'iews in \\'riling no later than 
,ltuw 11. rnn to the Bureau of Land 
:\lanagPmrnt. Department of the Interior. 
t ,~\I :\ .E. Oregon St.l. P.O. Box 291i5. 
Portland. Orrgon 97208. 

The> authorized officer of the Bureau of 
Land :\lanagement ll'ill undertake such 
inrPstigalions as necrssary to drtermine 
thP rxisting potential drmand for the land 
and its rrsources . 

:\ftrr rrcript of comments from inter­
c>stc>d parties. he ll'il! prepare a report for 
<·onsidrration by the Secretary of the 
lntrrior ll'ho ll'ill drtermine ll'hether thr 

land will b<• withdrawn as requested by the 
Burc•au of Land Management. 

The> dPtrrmination of the Secretary on 
the> application will he published in the 
FPdc>ral RPgister. A separate notice will 
hr srnt to rach intc>restcd party of record. 

If circumstances warrant it. a public 
hraring will hr held at a convenient time 
and placP which will be announced. 

A major portion of Abert Rim , North of 
V,dlr:-,· Falls. Orrgon. along Highway 395, 
is l)('ing considNrd for withdrawal from 
all forms of appropriation under public 
land laws . rxcrpl minrral leasing. by the 
Burrau of Land Management. The 
purposr of the BLM's withdrawal applica­
tion is lo P. lablish a 2:l mile scenic corridor 
along the c>aslern edge of Lake Abert in 
Lake> County. 

All public comments will be considered 
in the BLM rrporl to the Secretary of the 
Interior. who ll'ill determine whether or 
nol thr land will be withdrawn for the 
scrnic corridor . 

Addiional information about the with­
drawal procrdures or withdrawal area 
ma~· br obtainrd from the BLM. 357 North 
L Slrrrt. Lakrview. Oregon . phone 
9-l'i-2177. 
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r/l•hl Cox Flat Dam 

Site Drilling 

Slated this Year 
The Lakeview-Thomas Creek Water 

Control District directors met on Wed­
nesday, May 2, to consider contracting for 
core drilling of the proposed Cox Flat dam 
site, under the Thomas-Cottonwood Wa­
tershed Project (Public Law 566). 

Darrell Learn, chief, and Sam Allison, 
geologist, Oregon State Engineers' wa­
tershed planning party, outlined the 
amount of work needed to determine 
geological feasibility of the Cox Flat site, 
and also reviewed the core drilling records 
already available on the.Cox Creek site. 

Two dam sites were inspected by the 
group prior to the meeting. It was felt that 
core drilling was necessary to determine 
feasibility of the site before further 
planning can be done . Cost of this work 
was estimated at $4,000 to $5,000. 

The 1973-74 budget for the district was 
discussed and approved by the directors in 
·the amount of $15,000. 

Target date for the core drilling is late 
June or early July of this year. 



Lake County Ex,,miner 
• November 5, 1970. 

DR. DAVID WEIOE, left, and his wife, Dr. Margaret Weide, make an archeological point with Jim Lynch, right, president of the 
Lake County Chamber of Commerce, after the We ides talked to the Chamber !-.~embers Monday, December 7, at the Indian Village 
about geology, archeology and prehistory of Warner Valley and Hart Mountain. (Examiner Photo) 



Warner and Hart Prehistory Outlined 
Violent geologic activity covering some 18 million years resulted in shaping the 

present Warner Valley and Hart Mountain, two scientists told an interested group 
at the Lake County Chamber of Commerce forum luncheon Monday, December 7, 
1970, at the Indian Village. Their story included the last few thousand years in 
which the area has seen Indian habitation. 

The speakers were Dr. David Weide, curator of the geology museum at the Uni­
versity of California, Los Angeles, who is 
on leave for his present study in the War­
ner country, and his wife, Dr. Margaret 
L. Weide, assistant professor of anthro­
pology at California State College, Long 
Beach, also on leave for lhe Warner study. 

Residing al Plush through the summer 
and fall, the We ides are in their third 
season of the detailed study. Mrs. Weide 
is documenting the prehistory of the valley 
and mountain with special reference to the 
!lativcs who lived there, and Weide, a geo­
morphlogist, is studying the changing en­
vironment that was background to the 
prehistoric occupation. 

The two arc working in cooperation 
with the Museum of Natural History at 
the University of Oregon, under permits 
from both the slate and federal govern­
ments. 

;ong since gone, buried . 
Next came pressures from underneath 

which caused other surface changes such 
.is the strings of lakes that are seen in 
northeast and southwest alignments from 
northern Nevada, to Christmas Valley. 

After the crac,ks and the lava flows, 
there were tremendous earthquakes such 
as never experienced today, resulting in 
the faulting and the rise of huge fault 
blocks such as Abert and Hart. The 
great lava rims, Weide noted, also follow 
the general northeast to southwest align­
ment. 

He added that Hart Mountain is still 
growing ... at about 10 inches to a foot in 
height each 1000 years. 

work to date has been finding and docu­
menting habitation sites, but she has 
done no excavation because this must 
come later when adequate funding may 
become available ... and she does not now 
want to give away the locations she has 
found because amateurs would loot the 
sites and destroy valuable archeological 
evidence. 

She told of an important bill before 
the last Congress which would require 
archeological exploration on federal lands 
before development (such as springs) could 
take place. The bill has not passed, and 
she said it will be re-introduced in the next 
Congress, and it can result in important 
archeological research . A secondary result, 
said the1Jrofessor, would be the building 
up of fund of prehistoric information to 
attract visitors. She added that the 
Bureau of Land Management has a 
"beautiful program" of archeological 
research on paper, but it is not funded. 

Federal agencies, she said, are recogniz• 

Weide explained that his study area is 
much different today than it was 18 mil- ' 
lion years ago . The area had trees, rivers 
and lakes as it does today, but north to 1 

John Day and west to Klamath Falls the 
surface was much lower than now. 

Weide said it is often asked if the Co­
lumbia River ever flowed through here t 
the Los Angeles area, and he testified tha 
it did ... some 14,000,000 years ago. Evi­
dence has been found in patches of river­
bed gravels found hundreds of feet above 
present land levels. 

ing the public interest in Indian history, 
, ai1d all this points to development of 
/ archeologicai resources in the next ten 

A major change occured near the 
end of the Miocene age, about 12 to 6 
million years ago, when tremendous 
cracks·opened in the ground and vast 
flows of lava poured out, covering the 
land in huge sheets. That the flows did 
not stop for long periods of time, said 
Weide, is shown by the fact that whole 
forests have been found buried between 
sheets of lava. And the size of some 
sheets is vast...the lava of Abe rt Rim, Hart 
Mountain and the Steens is the same, a 
distance of 85 airline miles. The cracks. 
themselves, from which the lava flowed, 

Another change occured about 2,000,· 
000 years ago when weather turned colder 
and glaciers formed, plus heavy snowpacks 
and streamflows unimagined today. This 
diange formed a lake in the Warner 
Valley that was completely dry. At that 
time, winds blew out hollows, piled the 
di rt on the north edges in great sand dunes. 
The hollows have now filled with the 
present Crump, Flagstaff and other War­
ner Lakes and the dunes are still present 
on the northern shores of these: 

There is some mineralization in the 
Warner area, as found in the Coyote Hills 
during the early part of this century, but 
he doubted that metals will be found there 
in economic quantity. Weide said the 
main economic feature of the valley is the 
water, if good weHs can be located ... and 17 
he testified to being one geologist who , 
uses a forked stick to locate water. 

Dr. Weide's slides showed some of the 
landscape features on which his studies 
have been based ... the Hart scarp, the 
ancient lines of a huge lake high up the 
side of the mountain, the dunes at the 
north ends of the lakes. 

Mrs. Weide 's research concerns more 
recent times, seeking habitation sites and 
other archeological testimony to human 
occupancy of Warner Valley and Hart 
Mountain. This is comparatively recent, 
the oldest date so far recorded being 
something around 13,800 years (fro11_1 the 
Carbon 14 testing of sagebrush sandals 
found by Dr. Luther Cressman at Fort 
Rock Cave (Cow Cave) in 1938). Her 

• to 15 years, adding that the University 
of Oregon's arch·eological studies may be 
beamed in the future to Eastern Oregon, 
having been bound in the past to the 
river basins . 

Her work began from her interest in 
the Paiute Indians, and she wanted to 
study the habitats of these people in a 
valley with lakes. But before digging 
starts, she wanted first to study the whole 
area in order to understand the total en­
vironment surrounding Indian habitation. 

Realizing that human habitation in 
Warner probably extends back 12,000 
or 14,000 years, Mrs. Weide has noted 
a change in tools, arrow points, and other 
artifacts which indicate the Paiutes may 
have arrived in the valley about 500 A.O. 
She said the evidence shows the Paiutes 
were settled in their valley habitats until 
they got horses, at which time they began 
raiding. 

She spoke of the Indian writings found 
on rocks of the region (explaining that 
archeoiogists use "petroglyph" for the 
markings carved into the rock, "picto­
graphs" for those marked or painted on 
the rock surface). She said these are not 
writing, as such, but are symbols, perhaps 
religious, perhaps tribal; she explained 
the writings are not to be understood in 
the realm of writing, but rather in the 
realm of art...as a person today might 
look at a surrealistic painting and wonder 
what the artist had in mind. 

Mrs . Weide also showed colored sli9es, 
of house ring, a hunting blind, Indian 
writings, and a cave. Speaking of the 
latter, she said these are often excellent 
sites for archeologicai study, because lay­
ers of dirt and artifacts provide the scien­
~ with important chronological data. 
Many, however, have already been found, 
looted and destroyed by amatures interest­
ed only in arrowheads .. . the archeoiogist 
getting no chance to study and record the 
testimony of the succeeding layers. 
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'. /Behind The Sagebrush Curtain 

,· 

' Preserving the Artifacts 
(A recent statement regarding Indian artifacts seemed to the editor of 

sufficient importance to warrant additional statements and clarification 
of local positions. The initial letter is presented first, followed by com­
ments from the editor and the Chamber of Commerce.) 

TO Till.: l::DITOR: 

Leslie Shaw's "Can Nothing Be Done 
, to Preserve Ancient Things" (Behind 

lhc Sagebrush Curtain, September 17) 
was an elcquenl pica . ls he a voice in 
the sagebrush wilderness? For I read 
further in that edition of the Examin­
er. to page 11. and saw "61 Reasons 
to Visit Lake County ." Herc was the 
undoing of what Leslie Shaw was 
trying to say. The Lake County 
Chamber of Commerce encourages 
artifact collectors to come to Lake 
County. "Arrowheads, spearheads, 
mortars, pestles and a wide variety 
of other artifacts arc found at many 
places in Lake County , testifying 
lo thousands of years of Indian habi­
tation and hunting. Examples of 
,Indian weaving and other arts arc 
found, too, in caves that once were 
Indian habitations." This is an open 
invitation to loot the prehistoric re-

' sources of the county, supported by 
,a map on the next page marking prom­
ising artifact bearing places. 

The record of those thousands of 
; years of Indian habitation is a fragile 

one. Old-timers in the area have seen 
it diminish. Tipi rings arc disrupted, 

. caves emptied and habitations riddled 
_with holes as the search for arrow-

: heads goes on. To encourage this dis­
, ruption of the only record of Lake 

County's prehistoric past is short-
. sightedness on the part of the county 
' -and its Chamber of Commerce. Lake 
County is blessed with a plentiful 
record of its Indian history too readily 
revealed in lhc thin vcgclalion and 
shifting soils, but when il is obliter­
ated, it will be gone, once and finally. 
Prehistoric remains are a non-renewable 

, resource. Unlike lhc deer, the water-
fowl, the upland game birds which 

' with proper management can reproduce 
: and return their numbers year in and 
: year out. lhc lifcway that produced 
, those Indian remains has been ex ting­
. uished forcvc r. 

What about a program to preserve, 
, protect. develop and interpret Lake 
, County's prehistoric past? Sites with 
· rock paintings or tipi rings arc of great 

interest to travelers and tourists as well 
, ?s to local residents. Properly protect-
, ed and then developed, they could form 

the core of a system of county parks 
: or picnic sites. 

They could be re lalcd by a sclf­
·guiding auto tour of Lake County's 
prehistoric past and would be a 

~ -credit and an attra ·o o the count 

about preserving the ancient things, 
which Mrs. Weide liked, but I also 
wrote the Chamber of Commerce 
words in those 61 reasons. 

IF .YOU'VE ever been in the bight 
of the line, maybe you can understand 
how it can happen to any well-meaning 
guy in spite of years of practice in 
avoiding such happenstances. 

TIIE HONEST truth is that, in writ­
ing about "weaving and other arts found 
found in caves," I did not feel I was 
inviting people in to tear these ancient 
habitats apart, but was only pointing 
out they were there. I also wrote, in 
those 61 reasons , about the tall trees, 
sparkling streams, bighorn sheep and 
antclopc ... but was that an invitaiton 
for people to flood in and chop down 
the trees, pollute the streams, shoot 
the big game? 

MRS. WEIDE makes excellent 
points all through her letter because 
she is a very sincere person with a 
keen interest in her chosen vocation. 
She is an archaeologist working with 
the Museum of Natural History, Uni­
versity of Oregon, documenting the 
pre-history of the Warner Valley-Hart 
Mountain country. Her husband is 
another kind of ologist...a gcomor­
phologisl, who is studying the chang­
ing environment that backgrounded 
the ancient occupation. They find 
the area rich in resource materials for 
their investigations, but they arc sad­
dened every time they find an ancient 
habitation sundered by amateurs who 
search only for trinkets and, in caring 
nothing for the story which might be 
revealed in a careful scicnt ific study 
of the layers of dirt in a cave dwelling, 

they destroy forever the knowledge 
buried there. 

AN AMATEUR tearing up the floor 
of a cavc,just to find an arrowhead or 
a bone knife, is a lot different from an 
amateur raking a dry lake bed in search 
of similar artifacts. Those arrowheads 
in the lake bed or scaltcrc<l across the 
desert, Josi by Indians trying lo shoot 
waterfowl or an antelope, arc lost for­
ever unless they arc recovered by these 
same amateurs. 

BUT THE CA VE FLOORS or the 
annual camping places arc something 
else again . Thc-sc c,111 tell a story lo 
the lrainc<l professional who will use 
careful and systematic excavation 
plans. Such people arc int r . led not 
only in finding the arrowhead or 
,atlatl, but studying the layer of dirt 
in which i~ was found, comparing and 

ll'--olu.u 9.t-\..n ... ,,:u.~J-· -~~,.._.._;__ 

B y Leslie 

board had asked him to keep his eye 
out for such a thing, at which the 
highway department might construct 
a rest stop, with maybe a water tap, 
a bit of shade and a picnic table or tw 
two. But of course the rings Norm 
found that day would not scrvc .. . they 
had been destroyed by amateur dig­
ging. 

I THOUGHT Mrs. Wcide's letter im 
portant enough that we should get the 
Chamber of Commerce' slant and prin 
it right along herewith . So the follow­
ing statement was prepared by the 
Chamber president, Jim Lynch: 

TO TIIE EDITOR: 

As president of the Lake County 
Chamber of Commerce, I welcome 
this opportunity to set forth the view 
of the hoard fo directors of the Cham­
ber of Commerce as far as the fu lure 
development of Lake County is con­
cerned. The reason for the letter al 
this time is not only the letter from 
Mrs. Weide, published in lhis week's 
edition of the paper, hut also various 
comments that other members of the 
board and I have heard rcccn tly. 

The Chamber of Commerce is com­
mit led to the development of Lake 
County in such a manner that those 
who live here will be able lo continue 
to enjoy the advantages or Lake' 
County, as well as have a sound and 
solid economic basis upon which to 
grow. I would point out to Mrs. 
Weide that her idea of a chain of counlJ 
parks is a highly disirablc project, but 
in order to bring it successfully to com­
pletion , ii would be necessary to have 
adequate financing. This financing 
would have to come, of necessity, from 
the residents or Lake County . The 
residents of Lake County could not 
afford to pay for this sort of financing 
unless the l'COno111y of Lake County is 
such lhat they would he able to pay 
the necessary taxes. In order to make 
the economy sound, we 111ust not only 
rnainlain the industries we presently 
have , but must diversify so that we 
have year-round industry, albeit , in­
dustry which will not make Lake 
County an undesirable place to live. 

As many already know, your Cham­
ber of Commerce recently sent to 
three California fairs a foct sheet set­
ting forth 61 reasons why tourists 
should visit Lake County. This was 
done in the belief that the tourist 
dollar is a highly desirable dollar to 
add to the Lake County econo111y. 
I would rx>int oul tlwt lourism docs 
not require lax support as do other 
industries which brin • with them prob­
lc111s of a pcrniancnt population. The 
perrnancnt rcsi<lcnts or the arca--and 
this includes far more than merely 

DC.Ia l . 



of a systc~1 uf county parks 
sites. 
could be related by a self­
uto tour of Lake County's 

ric past and would be a 
ti an attraction lo the county. 
lcr of the system could well be 
min Lakeview, with exhibits 
the Indian lifcways, showing 
or the many tool forms that 
vidcncc of past lifcways, and 
scientific archaeology and the 
cs for studying the past. 
cvclopment of such a system 
a long-term project, but ii 
a suitable development of 

akc County's major resources. 
r, the beginning must be Le.s­
•'s pica of preservation. 
Margaret L Weide 
Plush. Ore. 

INTERESTED TO SEE 
ER I CAN COME OUT OF 

NE WITH A WHOLE HIDE 

country type editor enjoys a 
low when he reads compli­

words about his efforts, such 
Weide used in her opening and 
remarks. But the warmth I 

reading those words was somc­
ooled by her comments on the 
er of Commerce publication. 
e, I not only wrote that piece 

careful and systematic excavation 
plans. Such p<::ople arc itttc.rcsted not 
only in finding the arrowhead or 
;atlatl, but studying the layer of dirt 
in which iJ was j;µund, comparing an<.I 
analyzing each layer deposited and 
lived upon through scores of cent­
uries. What these profcss.ionals find 
they can interpret, record, analyze 
and put together into an understanding 
account of ancient life. The amateur 
digging in the same cave noor can only 
show an arrowhead lo his friends ... and 
destroy forever the st\lrY of when that 
arrowhead was made, by whom and 
from whence whom came. 

NO, THE CHAMBER of Commerce 
(nor I) was not inviting people to 
visit Lake County to dig up ancient 
Indian homesiles; nor docs the Cham­
ber (nor I) relish the idea llpl local 
people do this thing. Let these people 
search the lake beds, the desert stretch­
es, the hillsides for the arrowheads lost 
centuries ago by hungry Indians; but 
let them leave lo the professionals the 
study of cave floors, lipi rings and vil-
1:ige sites. 

MRS. WEIDE has a good thought 
about preserving certain accessible 
sites at which to create roadside rest 
stops to attract tourists. Such a site 
was exactly what Norm Peterson was 
looking for the day he showed me the 
Indian rings beside Aber:! Lake. A 
member of the slate highway advisory 

i;~dL;;i;"ics which bring with them pro6-
lcms of a permanent population. The 
permanent resiucnts or the area--and 
this includes far more than merely 
motel owners, gas stat ion operators, 
and merchants--are. therefore. better 
ahlc to provide the necessary facilities 
if Lake County is to remain a viable 
county. 

Ir there is any real threat in Lake 
County being gllbbled up by a neigh­
boring county, such as Klamath, it is 
when Lake County has uecreased to 
such a size lhal it no longer can justi­
fy the existence of a separate county 
government and, therefore, separate 
county entity. Recently a new hos­
pitul was built at Lakeview; a new 

waler and sewer system was construct­
ed al Paisley, and a new T-bar facility 
is being installed al Warner Canyon. 
These, and other developments like 
them, cannot go forward unless there 
is a sufficient economic base at the 
local level to support them. 

In the ten years between I 960 and 
1970, preliminary figures indicate 
that Lake County decreased from 
7.1~8 to 6,155 population,a loss of 
over I ,000. It is not, therefore, a 
case of merely trying to promote 
growth in Lake County. but rather 
also an attempt to maintain the county 
at its present population. 

Those who say they do not want 
Lake County spoiled should answer 
some hard questions. Do you want to 
sec Lake County's population drop 
more? Do you want to see Lakeview 
drop to a population of under 2,000? 
Do you want to see the recreation 
facilities and retail establishments cur­
tailed in accordance with such drop in 
population? These are not theoretical 
questions. This is what is actually tak­
ing place at the present time because 
of the population loss sustained in the 
last decade. 

The decision to spend money to 
look for additional tourist dollars was 
not made helter-skelter without due 
consideration. Many long discussions 
were held probing the pros and cons 
of his move but ultimate! the de-

mou.~ agreement that ii was esscnt1 
if Lake County were to continue t 
be able to provide a good way of r 
for its permanent residents. 

Certainly nobody wants to see 
artifacts or historically important 
areas desecrated. Any inference 
from the fact sheet to the contrar 
in error and we will be more than 
glad to change any future editions 
this fact sheet to avoid this impre 
sion. Incidentally, the accompan~ 
map only pointed out promising si 
for finding rocks and arrowheads, 
digging sites. 

In closing, I would point out t 
the permanent improvements ma 
possible by a sound local econom 
whether they be roads, restaurant 
facilities, retail shops, hospitals, scl 
county parks or picnic sites, will 
used primarily by and for the ben 
of the permanent residents of La 
County. 

Jim Lynch, President 
k ounty hamber of 
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SUB-BASINS 

1 Goose Lake 

2 Warner Lakes 

3 Chewoucan 

4 Summer Lake 

THE WATERSHEDS of Lake 'County are 
outlined in this map made by the State 
Water Resoures Board, and loaned by Duane 
Crane of the Soil Conservation Service. The 
Goose Lake Basin at lower center is the 
ubject of the interstate compact now being 

,pared by the W a t e r Resources Board, 
resenting the Oregon side of the state 

STATE WATER R ESOURCES 
BOARD 

GOOSE & SUMMER 
LAKES BASIN 

FILE NO. 13.70114 

line, and the California Goose Lake Compact 
Commission representing the southern por­
tion. Intent of the compact, when approved 
by the Oregon and California legislatures 
and by Congress, would be to prevent water 
being transported from the basin without 
approval of both legislatures. The compact 
was the subject of a meeting here Monday 
night, October 8. 
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