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Lake County 

PINTO GROUP 
... -...-.-..... -- -

The f' ollowing wao adapted from a report compiled by N. V. Peterson 

of the Department of Geology and Mineral Industries who visited the 

property in A, st 1959. 

Location: Six claims along t,he south edge or Section 6, T 41 s., 

R. 18 E. 

Owners: Dan Morrison, Gordon Huntley, George Batman and neorge Johnston. 

History & Development: Claims were located and developnent of the pros-

pect was begun by the owners in 1959. Developnent consists or several 

bulldozer cuts, one hand-dug shaft and 1 short t,umel a.bout 25 feet 

long. 

The prospect occurs along the crest of a north tNnning 

triangular sha~d ridge consisting of pumice laralli tuffs, fine grained 

clayey turfs and tuff breccias. The rocks are extremely sheared and 

~ontain scattered rones of intense alteration, iron- taining and local 

Boulders of chalcedo?\Y are widely scattered·locally 
eilicification. hli•NKmtsnal«ewwqxznrwidwl,yA■nakkecawpchr 

in abundance . Cirmaba.r is occasionally found as flne disseminations 

in the chalcedony boulders. Locally cinnabar occurs as thin coatings 

along fractures and as spa.roe disseminations in the altered tufrs . 

The maey widespread dikes and irregular masses of rhyolite scattered 
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r 
throughout the area are believed to have been responsible for the 

widespread shearing and alteration of the tuffs. Hydrothermal ~olu-

tions carryin~ small amounts of cinna.ha.r apparently permeated the whole 

ridge top. Chalcedony tills irregular fractures ia the tuffs and 

locally completely rerlaees the tufrs . Cinnabar had"not yet been found 

in the bedroaks at the time of visit. 
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STATE DEPARTMENT OF GEOLOGY AND MINERAL INDUSTRIES 
PROJECT SAMPLE RECORD 

QG - 202, 203, 204, 205, 206 
' Hg 

SAMPLES SUBMITTED BY: ... Sebate (Dm4MI) ADDRESS: P.O. ,_ 417 Oranu PaN-. c.a. DATE: 7-le-5' 

Sample No. Mine or Prospect ~ 

l-202-P.. Manil&Dita channe1 
1-203 ... p.. • grab 

• gl'l&b 
• cbanMtl 
• grab 

Descrip_tions: 

QG.. 202 - Clqey rhyollte vith cinnabar eta.in. 
203 - Bf\yolite 'Iii. t.h einnabar on fracture.. 

District s. T. 

take County' 261 27134.35-37 S. 
• ti 26,ZI,'31+.3~3'7 s •. 
" II 26,27 .34.,JS-37 s. 
" • 26,27.34.35-37 s. 
u " 26.Z7.34JS--37 s. 

201. - JD;,olit. tuft with leeching and quarts & c1nnabar min. 
20s _ " n " • • • • n te 

2C6 - Fine-grained r!\rolite tuft with no visible mineralization. 

Results: 

lbITon 

P-19961 Q.G-202 ••••• Trace 
P-19962 ~G-203 ••••• 18.60 
P-19963 Q,G-204 • • • • • 0.70 t 
P-19964 Q.G-205 • • • • • 0.70 
P-19965 Q.G-206 ••••• Trace 

R. 

16 
16 
16 
16 
16 a• 

Assay For 

IJg 
ilg 
lfg 

--



DIGMORE CLAIMS (Hg) 

702 Woodlark Building 
Portland 5, Oregon 

Lake County 

Owner: Land is owned by deed (?) to William Rehart, Lakeview. A 

lease-partnership deal on the mercury occurrence was given to John and 

Weyland Roush, Lakeview. 

Location: The occurrence is located in the NE4 sec. 12i T. 38 s., 

R. 20 E., Lake County. The prospect is reached by taveling north on 

Highway 395 approximately 7 miles, to the Salt Creek road, then east on 

the Salt Creek road about 2½ mile • The prospect is just north of the 

Salt Creek road. 

Development: Exploration in progress June 9, date of visit. 

Methods were removal of the 1-foot or lees of soil cover, and trenching 

with bulldozer, and digging of prospect pits. Object of exploration is 

to deal with private company for ruining. 

Geology: M rcury l'!lineralization is present in a. bedded series of 

altered volcanic tuffs. Clayey tuffs, tuffs, and opalized rocks are 

present. Some of the opalized rocks are brecciated. Banding parallel 

to bedding is common in the opa.lized rocks. 

The brittle opalized rock are badly fractured and bedding planes 

are -well developed. Some vertical fractures or shears can be found. 

The mercury is present as cinnabar (Hgs). The mineral is partly 

associated with the opa.lization, partly coating fractures in opalized 

material, and partly disseminated in clayey altered tuffs. 

The cinnabar is in streaks and bands throughout the opaJ.ized rock, 

giving the material a reddish banded appearance. Braccia fragments often 

contain cinnabar. The greater part of the material is of this type - a 
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typical banded or reddish opaline material. 

Mercury is f equently" more heavily concentrated in narrow seams or 

fractures which are usually vertical.. Th hard.1 brittle1 broken rock :i.s 

heavily coated with cinnabar for 6 inches to 1 foot on each side of the 

fractut"8. These fractures contain very sparse manganese staining and some 

hematite and l:bnonite.. No other minerals were noted at any spot on the 

property. 

Some cinnabar is found disseminated throughout small areas of clay­

ey turr. At th time of the examination this type of ore seemed to be 

:mihor in amount. 

It is eVident that the banded cinnabar is very closely associated 

with the silici!ication (opa.lization) of tut!aceous or other porou rocks. 

The mineralization must h ve b en contemporaneou with at least part of 

the silicification. Since cinnab/3.r is also coating fractures there mu t 

have been later mineralization after some movement of the ground. Whether 

this mineralization is supergene or not1 is not known, but ther were no 

sign of leacflJ.ng or mercury in the area examined. 

Economios: Th deposit offers a possibility for a large low-grade 

operation. There are reported occurrences to th east of th deposit 

which were not examined, but it is felt that there must be continuous 

mineralization for possibly 500 feet. A mineralized zone 300 f et by 

100 f et was examined, and the po sibilitie are very good for ext.ending 

this distance. 

The deposit i very similar to those described by Yates in U.S.G.s. 

Bull. 931-N, Q,.dcksilver Deposits of the Opallte District, Malheur County, 

Oregon; and Humboldt Co., Nevada. 
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E.xJaloration: The primary purpose of exploration work should be to 

extend the surface deposits to their f'ull extent. The only hope of the 

property probably is to develop a. surface o ration of large tonnage. 

Diamond drilling was attempted at the prospect with little success. 

Little core was reco~ red, and this was principally from barren rock. At 

a very shallow depth, water was lost, and no cuttings were recove~d. 

Thus no ae.mpla at all was recovered. 

Samples: QG- 145 
146 
147 
148 

Pit #1 
Pit #2 - 1 1 

Pit #I+ - N • 
Pit #6 - W. 

- 0.6 lb./T 
seam. - 4.0 " 
.face - 0.3 n 
face - 1.6 n 

Report. bz: Max Schaf er 

Visited: June 9, 1956. 

July 1956 
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