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Validity of Minicg Claims 

Three lode claims within the Willamette Hational 
Forest in Secs. 28 and 33, T. 15 s., R. 4 E., 
W .M., ~ DP. and Linn Counties, Oregon 

Blue River (unorganized) 

Dates of Examination: September 20, 1956 
August 17, 1957 

Mineral Examiners: 

Accompanied by: 

Location and Topography 

Raymond F. Shirl.ey 
Lloyd E. Holmgren 

Mr. William G. Cox 
Mr. Levi !teet 

Sept. 20, 1956, Aug. 17, 1957 
1t n If 11 tt 11 

The claims are accessible from Vida, Oregon via 13 miles of logging road 
belocging to Guistina Bros., thence 4 miles of loggicg road within the 
national forest, and finally by Jeep road 3 ailes to the cla:l.as. 

These claims are located on the divide between the Blue River draill88e &Dd 
the Callapooya River drainage at an elevation ranging from 4ooo feet to 
4700 feet. The topography is cbara.cterized bY' steep, timbered slopes. 

SUrt'ace Values 

The claims support a CODlllercial stand of Douglas fir and related species. 
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Areal Geology and Ore ~posits 

This area is ma.de up of andesite flows and volcanic fragmental rocks in 
about equal proportions. There are two groups of dioritic plugs and dikes 
in the district; one about one mile northeast, and one about one mile 
southeast of the subject property. 

The trend of veins in the district range between X 70° Wand North and 
average N. 4o0 w. The dip is 65° to vertical, mainly southwest. Elongate 
dioritic intrusive bodies treDd toward the northwest. 

Within the district the accessible workings reveal, for the most part, 
only the weathered parts of the veins; however, some veins have primary 
minerals exposed. The usual mineral assemblage consists of chalcopyrite, 
with minor amounts of galena, sphalerite, and pyrite. Quartz is the 
dominant gangue mineral, occurring as coarse crystals or as cryptocrys­
talline aggregates with colloform structure. 

The veins in the Blue River District are small.er and less persistent than 
those in the Bohemia District and the sulfides contain a lower content of 
the precious metals. 

History of Production 

The history and production of the Blue River district is largely that of 
the Lucky Boy mine which was discovered in 1887. Development was well 
under way in 1890, and the most productive period vas in the w.rly 19()0's. 
Practically all activity ceased with the closing of the Lucky Boy in 1912 
or 1913. The recorded production up to 1924 was as follows: 

Tons crude ore 
Gold (ounces) 
Silver (ounces) 
Copper (pounds) 

77,415 
7,7z,.89 

17,162 
257 

~is production bas an approximate total 'Y&lue of $168,389.66. 

Discovery and $500 Expenditure 

The claims will be discussed 1D the order ILn which they were f'XM1ued. 

Indepe:odence Lode Claill 

A pit, shown on the. ~lat as being on the lode line, was found. This 
pit measures 4 1x6 1x~• to 5' deep, and is cribbed (See Photograph Bo. 
A structure is expoaed above the cribbing and in the bottom of the 
pit. This structure is 34"-35" wide, has a strike of• 35° Wand is 
vertical. The right (northeast) wall is well defined, but the left 
vall is vague. Starting at the right wall the structure has 24" ot 
fractured andesite and quartz stringers, with no gouge. •ext there is 
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7 inches of vuggy quartz followed by stringers of quartz and fractured 
andesite which exhibits some bleaching. Jfo sulf'ides were observed 
in the structure, but some pyrolusite (manganese dioxide} was visible. 

Two samples were cut in this pit: Sample llo. 940-l. was cut across · . 
34 inches in the base of pit and Sample No. 940-8 was cut across 35 
inches at top of pit. Both samples were sent, as were all the others, 
to Black and Deason of' Salt Lake City for assaying. 

The assay results follow: 

Sample 

940-1 
940-8 

Gold 

Kone 
0.01 oz. 

Silver 

Bone 
o.4 oz. 

Lead Copper 

None 
Kone 

Sample 940-8 has a total indicated value of $0.71 per ton. 

The discovery cut located near the north end.line was examined. This 
cut is 29 feet long, 4 feet wide, and an average of 5 feet deep. A 
structure is exposed in this cut that is 54 inches wide, has a strike 
of B 12° W, and a vertical dip. Both walls are fairly well defined. 
The structure is composed of brecciated andesite, quartz stringers, 
and gouge. The greatest amount of gouge is along the northeast wall. 

Two samples were cut across the face of this improvement. Sample 
940-2 was cut across 1t8 inches on the occasion of' the first examina­
tion. At the time of the second eYAm1nation Sample 940-9 was taken 
at the same pl.ace to verit, the mineral values present in the first 
sample. Sample 940-9 represents 54 inches of the vein structure. , 
The assay results reported are: 

Sample 

940-2 
940-9 

Gold Silver 

0.215 oz. l..4 oz. 
0.01 oz. 0.7 oz. 

Lead Copper 

o.~ 
Bone 

Sample 940-2 has a total indicated value of $9.83 per ton. 
Sample 940-9 has a total indicated value of $0.98 per ton. 

The cost of the pit is estimated to be $100 and the cost of' the 
discovery cut is esti.Jlated to be $200. '11he combined cost does not 
meet the required expenditure; however, it is believed that the 
claimant's statement that a part of the long tunnel on the Ruby and 
Rowena claims can be credited to the Independence has validity. This 
Yill be discussed later. (Photograph lo. 2 shows the discovery cut.} 

Rowena Claim 

The improvement known as the "upper tunnel" va.s examined and mapped 
(See photograph :No. 3 and accompanying 11&.p}. The main drift displays 
a narrow structure (averages 2" to 3" wide} containing some scattered 
quartz and IIOderate to heavy gouge, but no sulf'ides. Fault slicken­
siding is apparent in places. 
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Four sets of fractures a.re exposed in the crosscut. The two widest 
:fractures a.re :fairly strong and contain quartz, but no sulfides. 
Two samples were cut in the crosscut {see map for locations). 
Sample 94o-3 was cut across 25 inches and Sample 94o-4 was cut across 
20 inches. The assay results a.re as follows: 

Se.mple Gold 

:None 
None 

Silver 

lllone 
None 

Lead 

None 
None 

Copper 

None 
None 

In addition to the above improvement, the la.st ll8 feet of the long 
tunnel that begins on the Ruby Claim (see Photograph Bo. 4), falls 
vi thin the boundaries of the Rowena Claim { See map). Therefore, 
this portion of the tunnel must be credited to the Rowena Claim. 

Samples 94o-6, taken September 20, 1956, and 94o-12, taken August 17, 
1957, were cut in the same place across the structure exposed in the 
back (See attached map). Sample 94o-12 was taken as a check on the 
previous sample. At this place, the structure is 40 inches wide, wall 
to wall. Beginning at the left rib (west wall), the structure displays 
brecciated andesite and stringers of quartz vith copper and 11.monite 
staining. Against the right rib is 5 inches to 6 inches of gouge. 
Pyrite and chalcopyrite can be observed. Sample 940-6 was cut across 
12 inches of the best mineralization and Sample 940-12 was cut across 
the full 40 inches. Assay results of these samples a.re as follows: 

Sample 

94o-6 
940-12 

Gold 

0.02 oz. 
None 

Silver 

3.4 oz. 
0.9 Oz. 

Lead Copper 

Based upon August metal price quotations, Sample 94o-6 would 
have a total indicated value of $10.92 per ton and Sample 
94o-12 would have a total indicated 'Y&lue of $3.67 per ton. If 
Sample 940-6 vas expanded to 40 inches, it would have a T&lue 
of $3.28 per ton, vhich checks Sample 94o-12 quite closel.7. 

At a point 20 feet from the breast the structure is exposed in the 
back. The structure is 19 inches vide and displays 5 inches to 
6 inches of gouge on the left rib (vest vall) and 3 inches of gouge 
on the right rib vith 11 inches of' iron-stained rock and sulfides in 
the middle. Sample 94o-13 was cut across the f'ull 19 inches at this 
point. The assay re~ntl-ts follow: 

Sample 

94o-13 

Gold 

0.01 oz. 

Silver 

2.3 oz. 

Lead Copper 

Rone 

Based upon August metal prices, the above sample has a total indicated 
value of $7.62. If this sample was expanded to a miniJRum •toping 
vidth of 30 inches the sample vould be reduced in value to $4.82. 
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At the breast, the structure is exposed near the left rib. Beginning 
at the left rib (west wall) there is 9 inches of gouge with pyrite 
(main structure). This is followed by a horse of andesi te breccia 
17 inches wide; then there are 7 inches of fractured and iron-stained 
andesite breccia (secondary structure) followed by 39 inches of 
andesite breccia. 

Sample 94o-5 was cut across a 14-inch width and includes the 9 inches 
of the main structure plus 5 inches of the andesite breccia. 

Sample 940-14 was cut across 9 inches of the ma.in structure and sample 
94o-15 was cut across 7 inches of the fractured andesite breccia. 
The results of the samples are as follows: 

8ample Gold Silver Lead Copper Value per T. 

940-5 0.01 oz. 1.4 oz. Bone o.3<>1i $ 3.17 
940-14 Kone None Bone o.201, l.04 
940-15 1'0:oe Bone None Kone Bone 

The required $500 expenditure has been made for the benefit of this 
clailll. 

The Ruby Lode Claim 

The lower tunnel on this clailll was examined and mapped (see attached 
map). As the attached map indicates, :most of this tunnel and crosscut 
was timbered and lagged and so was not susceptible to exam1nation or 
sampling. However, at the :face a structure was exposed that is 6 inches 
wide with quartz stringers and some gouge. Sample 94o-7 was cut 
across the 6 inches. The results of this sample :follow: 

Bample 

940-7 

Gold Silver 

0.01 oz. Bone 

Lead Copper 

Bone Bone 

Value per T. 

$ 0.35 

The upper tunnel on this claill., part of vhich lies within the Rowena 
Claia, was examined and 11apped. As will be noted on the accompanyi.ng 
map, the structure follows the left rib up to a point Just beyond the 
crosscut where there is a tight fracture having a different strike and 
dip cutting across the back. From this point on, the structure 
generally follows the JDOddle of the drift although it svings back and 
forth to a minor degree. The structure changes in width and character 
within a few feet as shown on the sketch. 

Sample 940-10 was taken at a point 10 feet f'rom the Junction of the 
main tunnel and the crosscut. At this place the structure is 10 inches 
vide and displays quartz, copper staining, pyrite, and chalcopyrite. 
The sample was cut across the full 10 inches. The results of the sample 
follow: 

Sample 

940-10 

Gold Silver 

0.01 oz. 1.0 oz. 
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Lead 

:lone 

Copper 

0.3<>;, 

V&lue· per T. 

$ 2.81 
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Sample 94o-ll was taken at a point 100 feet from the junction of the 
tunnel and the crosscut. At this point the structure is 17 inches 
wide and displays the following sequence: beginning at left rib 
(west wall),3 inches of andesite followed by 3 inches of quartz. 
This is followed by 9 inches of altered rock and gouge and 2 inches 
of gouge next to the right rib. The sample was cut across the full 
17 inches. The results of the sample follow: 

Sample Gold Silver Lead Copper 

94o-11 None Hone None None 

The crosscut did not reveal any structure or mineralization. 

The required $500 expenditure bas been made for the benefit of this 
claim. 

Summary 

Although each of the claims will be evaluated separately, it is necessary 
to first consider the group as a geologic entity. This is because the 
evidence, while certainly not conclusive, indicates that the same structure 
has been exposed on all of the claims. Thus the structure or a parallel 
structure is available to examination and sampling for a horizontal distance 
of 3600 feet and a vertical distance of approximately 600 feet. The mapping 
and sampling indicate that the structure (or structures) vary in width froa 
3 inches to 54 inches and that these variations can occur within a relatively 
short distance. It is also indicated that the mineralization is erratic in 
quantity and quality within a short distance. Thus the possibility of 
developing any ore shoots appears questionable. 

On the Independence Lode, of the two samples 94o-l and 94o~ cut in the pit 
the best had a value of $0.71 in gold and silver. In the 41scovery cut one 
of the samples had a value of $0.98, the other a value of $9.83, the values 
being 1n gold and ail ver. All four samples were cut near the surface in the 
upper, weathered part of the structure. The higher gold values and 11 ttle 
or no values in copper and lead sulfides is about what 'lll&Y be expected 1n 
the zone of oxidation. The oxidation, in the presence of pyrite, causes 
solution and removal of the sulfides. Gold resists solution and is left 
behi:ad and may be concentrated. 

Thus Sample 94o-2 indicates a local enricbllent of gold which is erratic 
because Sample 94o-9, cut 1n the same place, did not duplicate the value. 

In the upper tunnel of the Rowena, two samples, 940-3 and 94o-4, vere obtained. 
Beither had any value. 

In the portion of the main tunnel that lies within the Rowena clai.ll, ■ix 
samples vere obtained. The best sample, 94o-6, vas cut across 12 inches 
which, when expanded to 4o inches, is reduced in value from $10.92 to $3.28. 
Tb.is value is duplicated by Semple 94o-12 which has a value of $3 .67. The 
other samples vary 1D value from $Lo4 to $4.82 (expa.nded to 30 inches). 
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In the portion of the main tunnel that lies within the Ruby claim, two 
samples, 94o-10 and 14o-11, were cut. One had a value of $2.81, the other 
none. In the lower tunnel on the Ruby claim, Sample 94o-7 had a value of 
$0.35. 

In view of the belief that the same structure, or a parallel structure, 
is found in all three claims, it is considered that the main tunnel can be 
considered a common improvement since it would tend to explore the higher 
claims at depth and a proportionate part of the cost credited to the 
Independence Lode. 

Conclusions and RecollDllendations 

It is concluded that a valid discovery has not been demonstrated on the 
Independence, Rowena, and Ruby claims. 

It is recommended that adverse proceedings be directed against these three 
claims on the charges: 

l. That a valid discovery bas not been demonstrated within the 
limits of the claia. 

2. That the land is nonmineral in character. 

September 20, 1957 

APPROVED: 

77-/UZJ~~od 
Assistant Regional Forester 

Date: 7- ~ d,- <f 7 
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