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702 Woodlark l3uilding 
Portland s; Or~on 

Lone Buck Group of Lode Claims Unclassified District 
Malheur County 

ForewGrd: This examination was inade on a request basis for the purpose 

of advising the owners how best to c9ntinue prospecting. The 

chiefest recommendation given was that an abundance of systematic 

channel sampling be done to e~tablish the worth of the minera.i 

showings already exposed. This recommendation was made because 

of the nature of the mineral showing itself {meager, spotty and 

vague in trend and relationship) and because it is apparent that 

the sampling done during the course of prospect-development was 

highly "selective" in nature rather than representative. 

J. L. Lawrence~ Vale, Oregon 
Joseph Buttice - Vale, Oregon 
John Nelson - Milton, Oregon 

Location: T 15 S; R 38 E; Section 32; NE 1/4 of NE 1/4·. This is 10.5 miles 

by an unpaved county road from the Jobn Day highway at a point 

Area: 

History:: 

1/ 4 mile west of Ironside. The nearest rail terminal is at 

Brogan, 25 miles distant from Ironside. 

Seven unpatented lode claims known e..s the Lone Buck Claims 

numbers one to seven respectively. 

There has been no development of consequence on.this property 

previous to that conducted by the present offllers. 

• 
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Develonmen.:t__ The development work.done to date consists of one shaft about 
~ 

Geology 50 feet in depth, three pits from 20 to 30 feet deep, several 

widely separated shallow trenches and a dozer cut made to face 

up a tunnel site. This work was done over a period of years, 

mostly im..mediatGly prior to Vlorld \':'ar II. 

These workings are situated ort the f-lank of a steep hillS'ide 

v-ri th the lowest excavation ( a 20 ! deep pit) at an aneroid 

elevation of 4600 feet and the highest excav2.tion ( the 60 ± 
foot shaft) at an elevation of 4900 feet.· At the time of this 

e:x:amination the shaft was inaccessible. It was a1_so abun-

dantly filled with brush and ~lou-ghed wall rock, a s~,_ort dis

tance below the coll2r so that nothing could be seen of the 

vein on which it was sunk. Otherwise all other.pits were open 

and clean, but inaccessible because of the lack of ladders. 

Urider the circumstances no close ins,)ecti6n of the v-eins or . 

formations revealed by these workines ITas possible. From what 

could be seen, however, it ~"as readily apparent that no two pits 

were sunk in c0Illt11on on any single well-defined -vein. rThile some 

of t'.'.1e •:rorkings· were sunk in vein material, it is questionable as. 

to whether or no"t° any r.-sal vein materic,_l at all was encountered 

in others. 

All of the workings occur in a country rock vfrlich is undoubtedly 

the Rastus series RS map:ped by Lowery. · This-- formation is con

posed of schis-'-s and slates and limey tuf.f's. Alt:16ugh the 

workings are situated a rnile from the southern border of the 

Lowery map (Ironside Mountain Quadrangle, NE quarter-1943) the 

map does show the Rastus series to be exposed over a wide area 

in close proximity to the property, with the property.sit.:.. 
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ua.ted in line 1'Tith t1:e projected trend of the forme,ticm. Sone 

of the pits are in slate or schist exclusively. Otheis 1:Te in 
~ 

\ 

what may be the limey tuff fe.ces, or in close associc_tion rd.th 
~ 

a local dike. The pits ii."'1 the slates s 1-io·:,ed at best only n.s..rro...-:-

discontinuous vein-]jJrn zones of brown colored gouge or sheared 

rock f orr:1ation as far as could be seen. The dumps shorred si-

licified r.all rock impregnated --,ith pyrite (some sarmles rather 

heavily) and to a lesser degree v:ith chalco:0:y-rite. The exact 

nature or extent of tM_s ,;all rock mineralization could i1ot be 

ascertained because of the inaccessibility of the workings, but 

the limited amount of this sulphide-bearing Viall rock found in 

the dumps indicates a r1dher scant, S"Dotty developr.ient of the 

sul~hide:::'. within the rock mass. The :,its on the limey tuff faces 

contained q_ua..rtz stringers. These we:c.~e, for the r:1ost :)art, very 

narrow, (i to ½11 ) but locally numerous. Malachite was cons:9icuous 

in small, local bunches. The deep sh1c,ft was re-,,ortedly sunk its 

full distance on a 4 foot rride vein of a porous, dark bro•.·m 

manganese bearing iron oxide. Large l)ieces of tl:is sort of 

material we~e abundant in the dUBp although the vein could be 

seen on the surface f;r-only a very short distance in SJite of a 

very thin soil covering. 

Our cut sar.:qle was taken from 2 stringer zone at the collar of 

one of the 'its. Othertise sa.;:iples of the nost :minerali~ed, 

highest 2.ppeering gre.de materi.s.l trere tal:en fr::m the dum;:is of 

the other pi ts. These sarr~:Jles are: JB 120, 121, 122, 1?3, and 

124. Except for JB 120 vr:1ich r2,n o.60 oz/ton in silver, all of 

these sam:?les 2.ssa.yed nil in gold and silver and co - er. This 

is at gre2,t v2.riance '\'!i th the o·::ners1 assay results as 2.cq_uirec'_ 

over the period of years during ,::1ich ::,ros,:iect deveJop:cent ,~ork 



was carried on. This is not surprising considering the- :spotti-. . . -,., 

nature of the mineralization as samples that will yield higher 

assay· res~lts 'cari doubtless be obtained from thin'.. -~~~s:and· 

bunches. In view of the discontinuous and ill-defined nature of 

the miner~lization, however, there_ wou~d app!?ar.to be little 

incentive for continued prospecting i:lnless. on.a "pocket hunting" 
'. . . . . ·, " ' - ' , ,. 

basis--:-and J,his only providing materially- signi:f'ic~t leads be 

encountered. 

R~port. by: 
Date Exam: 
Date. Report: 
Informant: 

N.S. Wagner 
June 12, 1949 
July 22, 1949 
J.L. Lawrence 
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