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I plnn to spe!ld at least the next week in the oi':t'i ce While Eugh is 
away, and tal:e care of the analytical v.ork. In ±'act, it i'".OUld be 
undesireable to take the· State car out for any nore trips until the 
. .:'ront tires are recapped, inasnuch as the.r are Yorn to a state 
'::here recappin~ is necessar:,r. 

Sincerely, 

~L.~~ 
??-/ 7 - c.,/ 2.--

I.es :..a.chards 
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~ 
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Visii,ted by: L. C. Richards 
Date of visit: 8-13-42 

1069 State Office Building 
Portland 1, Oregon 

LACKEY CINNABAR PRDSPECT (Mercury) Malheur County, Oregon. 

OPERATOR: 

OWNERS: 

AREA: 

LOCATION: 

HISTORY: 

TOPOGRAPHY: 

----

Inactive 

Mrs. Allie Lackey, Dr. W. J. Weese, and George Sherard, all of 

Ontario, Oregon. 

Hugh-Lackey, son of the original discoverer, Fred G. Lackey, 

deceased, states that the property is held as five unpatented 

full size mining claims which were originally staked in the 

spring of 1941. However, the following was found on one claim 

notice at the property: "Lucky Bay No. 2 claim, March ll, 1942, 

locators - Mrs. Allie Lackey, Dr. W. J. Weese, and George Sherard." 

These five claims, as near as could be judged by the writer, lay 

in the SE! of Sec. 22, and the NE! of Sec. 27, T.15 S., R.45 E., W.M., 

approximately one mile Sofa point on U.S. Highway 30 which is 

3 and 7/10 miles from where the highway crosses the Baker County 

line, and 11 8/10 miles from the junction of U.S. Highway 30 

and the road leading to Weiser. 

The following information~as to the history of this property was 

furnished by HughLackey: The original discovery was made in the 

spring of 1941. During the fall of 1941, a Portland concern 

optioned the property and did most of the present visible pros

pecting work. The name of the optioning parties had been for

gotten by Hugh Lackey, but he informed me that he would look up 

his father's records, and send their names. Young Lackey states 

that these people gave up their option this spring. 

This property lies on the low rolling hills SW~ of the Snake 

River about 12 miles down,stream from Weiser, Idaho. The eleva-
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tion of the ridges in this locality is 2700 feet, and the river 

.elevation is 2100 feet. The hills are covered by cheat and 

bunch grass. There is no water at the property except during 

the spring of the year when the annual run off occurs. The near

est water is at the Snake River, one mile north. 

Development: On the accompanying sketch are marked three locations of surface 

work. No. 1 is a surface trench 20 feet long with a maximum depth 

of 6 feet. No. 2 location was not visited by the writer, due to the 

fact that Hugh Lackey stated no trace of cinnabar had been found 

Geology: 

in this cut. At location No. 3 was found two surface trenches, each 

approximately 15 feet long, and five feet deep, and two inclined 

shafts, one on each side of the top of the ridge and both inclined 

toward the axis of the ridge. The shafts dipped at approximately 

35 degrees. The east one was 30 feet deep, and the west one 25 

feet deep. 

The country rock as exposed in locations No. 1 and No. 3 was a hard 

white colored clay. This is evidently a lake deposit. Also 

noted was the presence of gypsum in seams upward to three inches 

in thickness in the clay. The clay beds appeared to dip gently 
. -

toward the northeast. Hand lense inspection failed to show the 

presence of cinnabar as examined in pit No. 1. In the iocline shaft 

on the east side of the ridge at location No. 3, cinnabar was noted 

unevenly distributed through a three foot layer of clay, and the 

information from Hugh Lackey is that cinnabar was also found in 

lower layers of clay near the bottom of the shaft. Inasmuch as 

the shaft was not timbered, and the clay was sloughing in large 

chunks, the writer did not go to the bottom of the shaft to 

inspect these lower occurrences. The cinnabar appears to be con

centrated along minute fractures and seams in the clay, although 

.. 



Two samples were taken at the property, .One.across.2¼,.reet 
.,( ~' . ,, 

of the best ·looking material at location'N~; 1 gave the toilowing; 

I?esul t: ( CBF 70) Mercury - Trace o The o~her ;c\cro~ss tliree feet in . , 

the east shaft of location lo. 3 (CBF 71) Mercury 0.5 J)ounds per ton. 
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te fhep,a1-bnent of §eofo5H and d/(lne1-af [Jndu1-t1-lei 

702 Woodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

}i.eport by: N. S. W. 
Date: April 17, 1946 

La.eke.; Gl'::J.Vt:ll Plant .uallleur County 
Unclas2i :t:'L~ d .ui st1•ict 

?oreward: 

Owr.er-0:per~: Chester LcockeJ, l,ntar1 o 

Locatiun: 

Jeve lo or;wn t &. 

~9. ui Piile n t : 

Act in;; Supt., 1 • .a:·. Van Noy, Ontario 

un west .:,iu.e o.:: 11:,~_ ... ,,_\l just :wrth , t tl:e city limits and apJ:i:cxi
/\ 

0:9erations .Lave been conducted. i1e1·e .::'or .;.an., :, 2_;_·s and. preoen-c capaci-

ty is estiw.ated to be bet·:.een 500 and 6,:)0 yards bank run per 8 l1our 

ds.y. .i£:,;:c9.ve_tior:. ;: .:.'OC.1 a pit is 1,: .. :- j,ly il::ndled l.Jy a 3a,;ley line, 

stri::r;,:in~. A fairly ceirnnlete ,1acti -:.:: sho:;; is r.1aintsin,0u. to sel'V~.ce 
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702 Woodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

Pa.Ge 4. Lacl:ey Cinnabar :Prospect {1.:ercur;) Malheur County, Oregon. 

From a hurried inspection o~ the property, the follo,dng 

conclusions may be ,Jravm.: 1. Cinnabar is 6.ei'ini tely prese1:"t 

and found at tv10 points at least 2000 f'eet apart. 2. In 

regard to the 1:iode of ocourence o::' the cinnabar, there 

se9!Jls to be a similarity between this prospect and the 

Idaho .6J.w.aden J?roperty. 3 • .IL systematic program ot: ezplom

tion m.ic;llt uncover a fairly erlensi ve cleposi t of low Grade 

1a.ercu:cy 01·e. 4. Despite the di scouragi:ng results of' tl1e 

tm SeLlPles ta·cen, it is wy op~~at this property 

warrants l'urt~1er ex:plor~i¾~ 

1, ;.,, Fred G. Ia~~~ml discoverer who appeared to 

be the dri v~~~•h1n<i the p o.operty, is nou deceased, 

the ~~~; narialy: Mrs • .Allie Iael<ey, Dr. ;., J, 

A~ George Sherard, are inte:cested in d.isposing of 

~ ~operty. l.JXs. Lackey and Dr. ·,:eese led rn to believe 

that they de~ire i;o contact res].X)nsible parties to take 

over and prospect the r,rorert~,. Both stated that the:' would 

be ,li lling to uake 1:1.ny reasonable agreement. I believe the 

property could be purcb.ased 2or a s•,tall cash sum, or taken 

on a straisht 10;., royalty. 

2. Inasmuch as. the prospectins i;ork r:ien-!:;ioned above is 

still open, but is rapidly becominc damerous to enter, the 

ti.toe ele;11ent for <l\Il inter-ested :ce.rty ~o inspect this wo :;:k is 

a factor. 

3. It is ny opinion t:.:at tlns r1roperty could be prospected 

easily, m::i. .. ithout much e:i:'2.,en::.;e ty drive saupling ;-:1th a chul'll 

drill. 
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