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The Camp Carson placer operations, located near the 
headwaters of the Grande Ronde river in Union county, through 
Anna Oliver of Baker, has applied for more water in order 
to increase operations. Harry Howell is in charge of oper
ations. 
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Anne Oliwr, La Grande, has appl;ed for \';ater from Camp 
Carson reservoirs, tributary to Grande ltonde Lakes and Clear 
Creek, Union County, for mining rur;Jr:s-~"-
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New life is promised for Camp 
Carson, a fatnous o l d mining 
camp near the headwaters of the 
Grande Ronde river· in Union 
county, northwest of Baker. 

It became, known the first of 
the week that the Ca:mp Garson 
properties h!lve been bonded to 
a group of Spokane people who 
will carry on operations there 
this year. ,, ._., 

The work will be continued in 
the large pit oJ)~Ded last year 1n 
making a t~t of',tbe- placer grav
els. The work .eill l>¢:.jn charge 
of Harry Howell, -,whf · has op
erated the mines ~'e•· past two 
years. Mr. Ho;w~U •is an exper
ienced hydraulic .miner, who.has 
operated.many yeal'S in Alaska. 

While;;the work this year will 
be with;, the present set-up of 
ditches and equipment the par
ties taking o v e r the property 
have plans for impounding the 

· waters in reservoirs to increase 
the water for piping and wash
ing the gravel. Surveys have been 
made which show possibility of 
storing .sufficient water for mak
ing Q a m p Carson the largest 
hydraulic m:ining operation in 
Eastern Oregon. 

Little Clear Creek, which is 
,included in the Camp Carson 
properties, is also included in 
the contract with the Spokane 
p1arties, and they plan to work 
this with a dragline shovel. Tests 
that have been m a de of the 
ground indicate the ground can 
be successfully handled in this 
manner. 
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Howell Starts Work 
at Camp Carson Mine 

When it' comes to getting into 
some of tli.e,uaining camps in the 
high altiiidd ·where there are 
deep snoi'\,'\Ob'anks a difficult time 
may he expected. This was the 
case ,v it h Harry Howell l:lst 
week in taking in supplies to the 
Camp Carson placer mines near 
the head of the Grande Ronde 
riYel'. 

Hr sta1·ted from L1 Grande 
with a caterpillar tral'!or going 
via Starkey. Al Olll~ time th{' 
1n11chine was ,tuck in mud and 
,now for 19 hours, an <i ·with 
,llU\Y :uHI rain storms during the 
1·ip he• found plenty of trouble. 

lloWl'\'l·r, hr landed at the mine 
with his equipment and is 1urw 
getting ready to take up the op
erat!io;1 '•where it was stopped 
when sno·w came last fall. 

It is planned to enlarge the 
operation al Camp Carson by in
neasing the capacity of the 
ditehes nnd reservoiring water 
in lakes near the property. When 
this is done Camp Carson will 
be one of the largest hydraulic 
operations in the state. 
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Harry Howell plans to enlarge operations al the Camp Carson 
hydraulic properties neGr the heGd of the Grande Ronde River. 
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Harry Howells will have charge of work to 
be done by Spokane inl2rosts on the Camp Car
son gravel properties, located on the Grande 
Ronde River, northwest of Baker. It is planned 
to work: a draqline. --Eo:st2rn Oroqon Ne\VS. 
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:camp Carson Old 
;channel Explored 
I 
1 Harry Howell of La Grande 
was in Baker Monaay .making pre- , 

1 
liminary arrangements for sur- ! 

1 veys in the vicinity of old Camp 
1 Carson placer ground looking to- . 
ward development of water re-' 
sources sufficient to mine by hy-1 

: draulics. 
I Howell, who is interested with· 
'Spokane men in the project has 
had four men on the ground since . 
early in the year. Last year in a 
30-days run with natural water·! 
supplies he tested various places· 
to the extent of 1800 yards and 
savs he recovered ~1000.: This, 
season, the test run is proving the 
same results, he indicated. 

The operator believes gravel 
volume at Camp Carson in the old 
Blue channel js sufficient to run ,✓ • 

many years .i>n gravel about 20 
. cents and ,that it can be darn' 
profitably ·"'·ith a sufficient bead 
of water to run six inch giants. 

Natural water provides about a 
five-month season and it is con
temp1e1i1ted to increase this \Nith 
rcscrYoirs to at least a se\·cn
month season. By starting ope1·
ations in late winter each ye~,r 
even better advantage can be tak
en of the natural water, Mr. How
e 11 predicts. 

He said the concern expects to 
have about 15 men on the ground, 
which is directly west of North 
Powder, by July 15th, and that if 
possible the development would 
proceed so that full operations 
could be expected next season. 

Farthest north of all local pros
pects, Camp Carson is in Union 
county. 



'I'ho l'.inirw; JournHl h.ucust 15 

The Camp Carson mine on the Grand 
Ronde River in Union County northwest 
of Baker, Oregon, is now in steady produc

tion and approxi
mately 3,000 yards 
of gravel are being 
washed daily by a 
four-inch hydraulic 
giant. The mine is 
being worked under 

lease by Harry T. Howell, Baker, Oregon. 
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