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Beported J&Qd Cang2n Cinder Occurrences 
. •....... t t .u.iernorand um rte po-+ .. 

Uni on County 
linclassifi ed district 

J'orewlrd: 

General: 

Other dinder occurrences in addition to that at the site of the County 
~ual:'ry pit in T~ :5S; R 39E; S 17-20, have been reported. to occur in the 

-foothills in the immediate area, one in particular beirig reported as occur
ring in a canyon ap:0roximately due west of the above mentioned q_uarry • 

. J:t'ield examination of the area failed to disclose any obviously extensive 
deposit, al thou,;l. two sllJl;).11 showings v.ere toun<l.«. 

-.', ,:(, .. -; ... ~/<~•;_. __ :,.·'>•' ;_,_;.. ,•·t·,_- ,.,,..,,\, . .:~:.,~',""· '- --~: ... \ ,-~-~ ', ·---:i.:~;,, . .::,~: _)~_, .. -'~~·~-

Since the quarry alone is t::e only feature which serves to distinguish the 
kno,m cinder· occurrence from otiJ.er dome or cone-like hills as far as su:per
ficial a1:pea.rance goes, firsthand ins:9ection was _1ade of all torographic 
fe3.tures which were not clearly composed of L;assi ve bedrock in situ. .Also, 
since one of' tLe reported occurrences sup;. osedly v,as situated in tr.e tLuber, 

.the.reconnaisance traverse ~as carried along the ridz;e well U;_) in the fcot
. hills es well as J11ean,ieru1;; 8C.ross tLe lower sac;;e covered ones. 'l'he area 
so traversed include.3 the northe1·n halves of sections 19 and 20, all of 
section 18, and tlie southwest quarter of sectiun 17. 

Occurrence l. Beg1nnine at a point south of \1here the Ladd Canyon road crosses the creek 
or ditch in t.b.e northeastern portion of section 20, and two-thirds of the 
way across the wheat field along the .~.ri vate road ·.,,hi ch leads v,,est to tlle 

.olq. Dahlstrom house whlch is ap roxiru.ately on the western sectic;n line, · 
.there is an area of about 30 feet in diameter in which typical red c1ncier 
float is abundant. 'l'his suggests that' the soil at t.i..d.s point way be under
lain by an accwrmlation of cinaers as elsewhere the 30il is essentially 

. devoid of nm.ch rock float of any type exceptin6 for similar small al'eas in 
which the float is composed of dense basalt trag .. uents. 

Occurrence 2. Continuing past the Dalhstrom house and on up the creek to the west to the 
tLrst r&sevoir, and thence ~. faw hundred yards up the hill to the south or 
sout11west of said resevoir, t.uere is an old hydraulic dig6ings from v:hi ch 
material was apparently washed to build the resavoir dam. Cinder ;;1a1,erial 
occurs in this dig5ings intermixed ,.i th clay and soil. A crude bedding 
ezists. Whi la some of the cinders are hard and identical in appearance to 
ti.:ose in the quarry, most of them are e;.ui te soft and decomposed. i\.:.rther
more, la:c·ie pieces from one to two or more f'eet thru and frequently show
ing axce!_lent flo" structu1·es on their surfaces, are comm.on. '.l.'hese ob
servat. ons combine to sug5est tbet the material co~risin6 this diggings 
has been washed or slid frow a loca::.. source, but dense basalt flow rock 
seemi~ly cove.::·s tb.e low hlll beginn.i.n6 a few feet above the cinder wash so 
that the source from i,hi ch the cinders might hav0 cowe is obscure • 

. .A.11 other likely lookin6 spots visited by tbis traverse were found to be 
~~ composed of dense basalt rock mostly, or lake bed clays occasiom:\lly. 
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There are still two other areas vih1c1-, r:J.s-t1t warrant r,:Jconnaisance, namely, 
the foothills extandi:ng a mile or so south fro.a uccurrence 2 and the hills 
immediately east of the'.present quarry. .&l.sewhere the Jenersl locality 
.... as been v', sited by the writer in the course or otr.er ma.;ping and dense 
basalt flow roek Tias t1,e only volcanic material encuuntered. 

The cinder-s in Oacmrrence 2 are mani:t'estly not sui t:::J f'o1' exploitation in 
ti1emselves due to their soft decm11pos9d condition. •r1:ie nature of their 
occurrence or of tue surrcund.i.ng terrainfinvi :/!; much nruapec.::ini:; in conneo-
ticn wi tL findin:6 their source. 1.1)(,4 "'"'°" 
']he. occurrence describeJ as No.· 1 mibi t r.ieri t nrospecting as an accu:aula
tion of indefinite areal extent and thickness co~ld :possi blJ exist unJer 
tl:te soil ~1e_re. lf so, ain°n~ wuulci. b0 an open pit proposition subject to 
flood.i11c; durin,; t.i:e s::,,rinc; months. 1.;ne si..:1;:;1.ll test pit, or· c. dozer cut three 
or four feet deep would serve to prove t,;e exist(0.nce of a.:1 occurrence ~t 
th.i. s point and such would serve as a 60ide lor mere coaiprehensi ve subse
q_uent prospecting •. 
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La Grande Concrete .Pipe Company {Di.versified concrete products) Union County 
Unclassified Bistrict 

Olfner-eperator: La Grande Concrete ripe Co., an (re6on Corpo1~tion, Box 255, La 

mstory: 

Dl.aeusaion 
ot product,: 

Grande. Mr. D. ,;. Kline is President. ·rhe pit and plant are sit-

uated at lsland City. 

T 2S; R 38ll; 8 34, and U,e plant is situated by the railroad tracks 

in Island Oi ty about a qmHter o: a mile from the :pit. 

This company was established as a concrete pipe works in 1921, but 

its activities now inclu::te excavation and tilling on a contra.ct 

basis; production of bot:.., s·md ::- n,. gravel and crushed rock; and the 

1uanu.t'·,tcture of a ve;;:y specialized and di versii.'ied li rte of concrete 

products. 

The sands obtainable here come lrom a pit in the river which is 

seasonally replenisb.ed, and natUJ:al .river sortin,:; prov_o.es a rela-

ti vely clean good .5rci.de of sand .c_ere. Bulk shipments of tbis sand 

have been ma-ie to fuke:c and even more c.istant points because ot its 

reportedly excellent quali.; es i::: comparison v.-i th the general run 

of Baker County sands and gravels. 

The company produces 3. full line of culvert, irri 6aticn ano. swwer 

pipes, and concrete buildin6 olo:~k.:3 from standard bl'lCk: size up to a 

6 x 8 x 12 inch unit. In addition they specialize in and are equipped 

\l.~o,t®_ to produce a very attractive line of 1·e-intorced street markers with 
\&~ •~~ '-4 ,rl!".< 3 

\ 1 \(}~~- · sunken names and nur:1b?rs, .neter boxes, manLole uni ·Ls to order and 
~?R _ -of,}i 

~ oeO manhole covers, ate. 
e oeti.!n.a..l. ~\)5• 

,1t.\~ -----

... 


	LaddCanyon001
	LaddCanyon002
	LaddCanyon003
	LaddCanyon004

