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REPORY ON AN OLD CLAY PIT WEAR LA GRANDR

Abont ssventy vears ago building dricks and #ile drains were mnde
from elay dug an the 0ld Grimmett ranch near Mount Olenn. Aecording to
Judgs J. D, 8later, 1t wne exosllent brick and tile. Bome of the
Muildings in ol3 La Orande wers built with 1t, Prom what I could Yearn,
this industry was carried on for ten or fifteen years and was discontinued
only hegaion the making of it was $oo 2Mfflcvlt., Thare wes nractieally
no machinery availladle at that time, The olay was never used for making
nottery.

At pressnt, farming ig carriasd on over the nit, It i1s locrted on
the farm adjoining the present Orover Orimmett ranch, The only living
pareon vho coull shew you its location is Krs, Pred J. Holmes, 1702
Yourth Strest La Orande. Sho is seventy eight years old and the dsughter-
in~lnw of the ¥r. Orimmett who storted making the brick, Her first
hushand, when a young wan, fired the furnaces for hisg father,

I talked to Krs, Grimmett and she sal? she would be very glad to
gmide menders of the State Departwent of Geology and Mineral Industries
to the loeation, N

In f£inding she above information, I learned of $wo denosits in which
you may be interestedl

Our thysies professor here, Mr, R.E. Badeley reports a denosit of
kaolin or tale which was uncovered recently when making a rifle ransge on
tha ranch of Ty D. Plares, This rvanch in located on the foothill road
between La Grande and Hot Lake. The rifle rangs c~n he seen from ths road,
Er., Badgley has not tested gile magerial but wae quite sure it wes Pm}.in or
tale. : o

_ Judae Slater renorts an axtencsive derosit of a ehalky substance which
wag used in the past as a claansr or polisher., This 1s lgcated a'lang the
banks of the Grande Bonds River batwaesn la Grande and Hilgard, =

Thess n'pht roseibly be worth i'nvastimting./

(ire.) Mildred Hawksworth Lowell, Librarian
Ezgtarn Oregon Normal School




