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0 -evt of U"'oS· Date: April 27, 1945 
51'.t.1'.: .ur-e~ 

'lb.oma.s Claim (copper, supposedly) 

'l'he owner of this claim believed tre mineralization at band to be copper 

and tbat it re:f'lected presence of a larger body in the immediate Vicinity. 

His specific request was to know if his surrnizes ware correct and if the 

prospect warranted furtler prospecting. 

asburry Thomas and Cecil Fine, ~1gin, Or~on 

Deeded land corresponding in s.rea and shape to one :full quartz claim. 

ueed dated 20th of r,~rch 1919 and recorded in -Union County. 

T. 2 N., H. 39 .E., Sec. 1. on Cabin Creek. 

The only development v.ork done v;as on tbe face of a cliff' where a couple 

of shots bad been put in to determine the continuity and mineralization of a 

fracture zone. 

Basalt appears to be the only country rock in the district :f'or many miles 

around. At the claim si ta an abundant soil mantle obscures the details, 

but eVidently tle:m is considerable loaal fracturing as sevePal springs oc

cur Within a small area. At least one of these is a warm spring. Others 

may be likewise but sufficiently diluted with cold ground water to e~ape 

recognition. 

Llineralization consists of pyrite on fracture faces in the basalt. No 

seams in excess of a 1/16 of an inch were seen al though such seams were to 

be found developed on fractures over a rather wide area. No eVidence o.r any 

other metallic mineralization was seen • 

lvir. 'rhomas was advised tbat the mineralization in evidence offered little 

or no encouragement for further proapect develoPffient. 
:,i!,i£i_,,,.€;:•-· _,._,;'i;,..c~'t--~·=•,.'"".'""'tlb ...... -.--> '~~· ·--~ , ,., , ,;,-• .- C -



I 

11£!a1A;A (Suppl.aa,ntal Report ;il) 

__,-

1069 State Office Building 
Portland 1, Oregon 

Union County 
Ca.bin CNek 
T. 2 N, R 39 z, S 1. 

Re-examination of this property we made !ffq' llth in tho Cc:npar\Y of 
Meseera Jake 1'hcau and.~ Well.a of Bl.gin in reaponse to a req11111n of 
the he1ra. o! t.he .. t.a.te of Aaburt:, ThQIIU, said reques\ in:l\iated 1v' ln. 
Billie Crippi1,- Route 4, Ba lhS,· Reeebvg, ~ lee m fflCIJ" 24, l.969 am 
re-at.tinaed bJ' Jak8 'lhamu of Kl.gin through .im1e Well.a, Api"il 20, 1970 
(SIR'• A&B 40-41.) • 

Aa it, 1s wvlentood. now, the propart,y consiata ot minanl r:l.;dlta 
oovering a 20 acre \ract. of cieeded ranch laml, ot which aineral rights 
the 'lh.-u •ta.ta owns a balt interest, said record duq recorded accord
ing t,o Hl-s. Cripps, April 161 191?, in VolWIII E, Mining Jleeda, page 232, 
La Grande, Oregon. 'lbe owner of the other halt interest was origina.1.q 
Cecil Fine. 

With la'. Jake 'lhaaas as guide on the prruent, GXtmdnation w visited 
what ie repo~ the site ot Asburl7' 1.'homaa •• ol'1ginal. discove17 am the 
only place on the propart.y where i:rospactirag work wo.a ewr done. 1'd.a con
sisted of & cut about tiw feet wide by three feet deep into the ha.so of a 
natural oill.t of bualt located at creek le'vel on the south bank ot Cabin 
Creek. A pit, now tilled with silt and gravel trm put floods, was dug 
also to a depth of four or five feet at a location several tens or yards 
distant on the opp,site aide ot the creek. Access \'A& by hiking a halt to 
throe quarters of a mile down a logging road built. in the mid 1950's but, 
now ashed out in various places. All this work dates f"rom 1919. 

Mr. Jake 'lhoma.a insists that the workings deecribed above were never 
in a.nv respect aco~ssible by "tehicu.1.nr t?"tlft1 ~OT" to the tiffle the 1~ 
road was constructed. in the l9501aJ however, 1JV recollection ot the original. 
(1945) exarnina.Uon is that the exposures ah.own me at that time were along
side a drivable road, adjacent, in part, to a cultivated. field n.dl as those 
which exist on the plateau surra.ce above the Ca.bin Creek c~n. Moreover, 
there were a.t least three aepa.rate but low bedrock exp'.)sures bordering t.hia 
field, each of which exhibited wnte seams in fractures. I met Asbu.rr., 
Thomas somewhere on the plateau and we drove together 1n separate C.":1.N to 
the prospect, he and an associate sta.:,ing on after I drove awq. 

Concerning the possible location ot such an a.l.tema.tive site a.s that 
just described, Mr. Jake 'flloma.s is at a. total loss to explain its where
abouts. At aqy rate, the mineralization present in tho Cabin Creek cut 
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consiste<i of nicely fornied millimeter-sized write crystals in Ught 
seams Which w.ried irregularly f'%'0ffl 1/l.6 t.o local.1¥ 1/'4 1nohe8 thick in 
Colurabi& River type ba.aalt and a.a the cementing. aubata.'1N in a wrtical 
f'ract.ure f')"QD. tour to eight inchu wide otherwise tilled with angular 
fr8{:;men~ot broken rock. And ~epting ror the cemented breccia this 
is th«" tyt,e of rniMNl.izaUn aa that observed on the occasion or 
t.he .. 5 a.a:ninat.ion ~ described in the report, rel.aUng thereto, with 
no Aartz or other sulphide uiineral.s in evidence. 

/ 

Like his ta.t.MP befON him, lalle 1'lc:au •'fWt.bol•s• states t.bat. 
ohaleo§"r.l.te had been encounwred on the. propertq ADt tu\ tile lamiJ.T 
once had (ttow ldift): aaaq· cei-Uticatet:1 contirm1ng tJu.s p:>ini.. l-fol'eCMlr, 
he iu1eta that. the ...., aamp'l,Ma ,OJl'lgJ-.W t'Nm tu now tilled pi\ J.oca.
t.ed on the nol"th eide of' Cabin Creek opposite the l!Ut in the clitt. Under 
the circumst.aneea he was adviued that the raost. logical roove the famil.3 
could make to oentim \he ta.eta ·oaa wq or tile other would be M ft,i,Opon 
the pit tor re IXllllirtation Md ,.. 8m!lp\ing purpoau. 'thia 1a in tact an 
una.wida.b:13' •aenUal mow tlinoe the pl'"eHllt'J.1' obeenabl.e m.denc• of 
minval.11a.tion in the Rt la 1n it.self' dewid of interen fNa a ,.,,._ 
pect.ing standpoint. and an ext;~ unlik.:ly aettJ.ng tor the ~• 
of coppero mineralization from a r:;eologioal point or view. ]isclosure of 
evidence that bedrock ot pre-Terti417 age had been encounte1·Jd in the pit 
would conat.lta.te the onJ¥ ~ to aecOU!ltt ·t• -, eopprar or otbar baa-
met.al mineral.1ntion at this locaUonJ hence .,,. thOU@';h the chancea. or 
find:l.ng &IV appear veiy remote, cleaning the pi\ tor direct eontirmation 
constitute• the l!l0$\. olm.~ loe!,cal .,.,- or NaOlv:lng t.he tand.q•• OUl'TGnt 
u~ &lid d:l\w conoarni:ng mineralegia va.lue. 

:1. s. WAGHER 
~ 19, 1970 
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