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Mr. John D. Beaulieu 
State Geologist 

ctlnitrd ~tatrs ~rnatr 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-3703 

September 12, 2000 

The Oregon Department of Geology and Mineral Industries 
800 N.E. Oregon St., Suite 965 
Portland, OR 97232 

Dear Mr. Beaulieu: 

Enclosed please find correspondence I recently received from my constituent, Earl 
Mannen, II, interested in geology in The Dalles area. Mr. Mannen is especially 
interested in coal deposits. 

I would greatly appreciate your response to his concerns through a direct reply to 
Mr. Mannen. Please also send a copy to my Washington office, as I am interested in 
your response. Thank you in advance for your assistance. 

RW\rrr 
Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

RONWYDEN 
United States Senator 
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regon 
John A. Kitzhaber, J\1.0., Go\'emor 

October 24, 2000 

Mr. Earl U. Mannen II 
PO Box 52 
The Dalles, OR 97058 

Dear Mr. Mannen: 

Department of Geology & Mineral Industries 
Administrative Office 

800 NE Oregon Street #28, Suite 965 
Portland OR 97232 

(503) 731-4100 
FAX (503) 731-4066 

This is in response to your letter to Senator Ron Wyden about the burning coal deposit in The 
Dalles. Your letter was referred to this department. 

There indeed has been evidence of an underground coal fire in The Dalles. I am not familiar 
with any published information about the occurrence, but anecdotal information indicates 
that for decades there has been occasional smoldering of coals in The Dalles area. 
Barometric pressure changes and possibly wind patterns and speeds can change the intensity 
of the smoke. 

The stratigraphic location of the coal has not been examined, but it could exist between basalt 
flows. Many thousands to millions of years elapsed between flows, and a marshy 
environment could have given rise to sediment,s and vegetation capable of being transformed 
into coal upon burial by additional basalt flows. Thick soil horizons developed between 
basalt flows, and with the right conditions, coal could also have been formed. 

I have found no literature on the man made tunnel you referred to in your letter. 

Sincerely, 

)~204~ 
Dennis L. Olmstead 
Deputy State Geologist 

C: Senator Ron Wyden 
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