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Introduction
This manual is intended as a guide for assessors and staff to correctly identify “Fixed Load 
Vehicles” for the purpose of taxation based upon Oregon Revised Statute (ORS) 801.285. 
Photographs, short descriptions, and court cases are included to give additional direction and 
clarification.

Personal property assessment depends upon taxpayers providing personal property data to 
county assessors. One type of personal property often overlooked by taxpayers is “Fixed Load 
Vehicles.” Many taxpayers wrongly assume, because this equipment is licensed, that it’s exempt 
from personal property taxation. Even though licensed under ORS 801.285, “Fixed Load Vehicles” 
are taxable.

If you have questions about this manual or the assessment of such property, call the Oregon 
Department of Revenue at (503) 945-8278. Ask for the Personal Property Analyst, or write to:

Oregon Department of Revenue
Property Tax Division
955 Center Street NE
Salem OR 97301-2555
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Fixed load vehicles  
that are taxable
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Air compressor
This machine reduces air volume by compression and holds it in a container for future use. 
The air, when released, expands and forces machinery and tools to operate.
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Air drill
This machine uses compressed air to operate a drill that is mounted on wheels or track and 
is used in drilling rock or other hard surfaces.
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Asphalt plant
This is a machine with a series of containers in which different sizes of rock are stored. The 
rock is mixed with heated asphalt to form a substance that can be spread over a surface and 
compacted to make a road, parking lot, or other hard surface.  It’s also known as a bituminous 
mixer or bituminous plant.
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Asphalt spreader
This machinery stores, then evenly spreads, a mixture of hot asphalt and rock over a prepared 
surface. The mixture is compressed to form a solid surface. It’s also known as a bituminous spreader.
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Athey wheel
This brand or company name includes mobile sweepers, forced feed loaders, and the 
maintenance master, as well as Kolman conveyors and certain refuse collecting vehicles. Isaac 
H. Athey invented a track-laying type of wheel called a “Truss Wheel,” thus, the Athey Wheel.
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Athey wheel (continued)
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Backhoe/Loader
This power driven excavating machine has a loader bucket at the front and a hinged bucket at 
the end of a long jointed arm at the back. It digs by drawing the bucket towards the power unit.
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Bituminous mixer
This is a machine with a series of containers in which different sizes of rock are stored. The rock is 
mixed with heated asphalt to form a substance that can be spread over a surface and compacted to 
make a road, parking lot, or other hard surface. It’s also known as an asphalt plant or bituminous 
plant.
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Bituminous pavement finisher
This machine, like the concrete pavement finisher, smooths and flattens asphalt used on 
highways, roads, or parking lots.
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Bituminous plant
This is a machine with a series of containers in which different sizes of rock are stored. The rock is 
mixed with heated asphalt to form a substance that can be spread over a surface and compacted to 
make a road, parking lot, or other hard surface. It’s also known as an asphalt plant or bituminous 
mixer.
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Bituminous spreader
This machinery stores, then evenly spreads, a mixture of hot asphalt and rock over a prepared 
surface. The mixture is compressed to form a solid surface. It’s also known as an asphalt spreader.
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Carryall
There are two types of carryall devices. One type is a large hopper on wheels, commonly called 
an earthmoving scraper, that carries or transfers material such as dirt or rocks. The other type 
is a cab mounted on wheels with four long arms that are placed under and moves a long load, 
such as lumber.
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Concrete spreader
This machine holds and distributes the concrete evenly over a prepared area. The concrete then 
must be finished.
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Concrete batch plant
This is a device in which cement, gravel, sand, and water are mixed to form concrete. It works 
like a concrete mixer but on a larger scale and isn’t moved on a daily basis.
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Concrete mixer
This is a device in which cement, gravel, sand, and water are mixed in order to form concrete. 
This machine can be mounted on a trailer or have wheels.
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Concrete pavement finisher
This machine’s purpose is to assist in consolidating the concrete and to leave the surface with 
a uniform texture and correct elevation. It’s used to spread and smooth or level concrete for 
roadways, gutters, and curbs.
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Crawler crane
This machine lifts or moves heavy objects using cables on a movable projecting arm. It’s mounted 
on tracks for operation on muddy or rough ground.
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Crawler tractor
This device is commonly known as “cat.” It’s made up of a center section or chassis that contains 
the engine, transmission, and steering unit with two track frames that supply traction and 
support. With attachments, it’s used for grading, pushing, or ripping.
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Crusher
This device is a container in which material to be crushed is placed.
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Crushing plant
This machine has conveyors, belts and a crusher in which rock and other material is placed and 
in turn crushed. This material is then separated, sized, and graded.
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Digger and ditcher
This machine digs, excavates, or makes a ditch.
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Dragline
This machine is the same as a crawler crane. It has a bucket attached to the cable that extends 
from the end of the arm.
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Earthmoving scraper
This machine has a highly mobile excavator with a centrally located bowl that digs, carries, and 
spreads loads. The elevating scraper is a self-loading machine. The elevator consists of roller 
chains carrying a number of crossbars called flights. In digging, the elevator is rotated.
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Electric generating equipment
This is a portable machine used for changing mechanical energy into electrical energy.
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Electric load bank/ 
Power unit and plant

These portable units are used to supply or generate large quantities of power delivered by 
generators or carried by circuits. These units serve as the source of power for a particular operation.
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Elevator equipment
This equipment includes an attached platform used to raise and lower people, material, or other 
equipment.
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Excavator
This machine is used to dig, hollow out, or expose earth by means of a bucket or scoop on the 
end of an extendable, hydraulic arm.
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Forklift
This self-propelled vehicle hoists, lifts, or stacks heavy objects by using steel fingers or projecting 
prongs that slide under the load, then are raised or lowered.
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Front-end loader/Bucket loader
Both of these terms refer to a vehicle with a front-end shovel. It digs and loads and may be used 
for rough grading or limited hauling. Sometimes a rear digger (backhoe) is attached and used 
to dig or level.
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Log loader
This machine is used to load logs onto trucks and is mounted on tracks or wheels, which make 
it more mobile on rough, muddy terrain. It has a boom with a grapple at the end and can reach 
40 feet. Loaders may have rubber tires.
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Mobile kitchens/carts
This truck or trailer is a kitchen on wheels designed for food service and/or cooking in mobile 
areas. Includes kitchen carts not counted as real property. 



37150-430-400  (Rev. 02-07-20)  

Motor grader/Leveling grader
Both of these terms refer to a machine used principally in shaping and finishing a surface. It’s a 
rubber-tired vehicle with a wide, controllable blade mounted at the center of a long wheelbase.



38150-430-400  (Rev. 02-07-20)  

Portable bin
These devices appear in various forms as storage containers on wheels that may house spare 
parts, rocks, gravel, or any other items used in the construction industry.
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Portable part and storage bin
These devices appear as trailer-type storage containers on wheels that house spare parts or other 
items used in the construction industry.
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Portable shop
This is a trailer that contains tools and machinery used to repair construction equipment on site.
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Portable storage tank
This vehicle is a movable container used for storage of liquids, gases, grains, foods, or beverages. 
These tanks can be constructed of various materials.
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Power hoist
This apparatus or machine lifts or raises heavy objects generally by use of a hydraulic extendable arm.
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Power shovel
This machine is usually mounted on tracks with a long, hinged arm that has a digging bucket attached.
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Road roller/Sheepsfoot roller
The purpose of these machines is to compress material by dead weight. The road roller is a smooth 
drum; the sheepsfoot roller has knobs attached to the drum. Both rollers may have vibrators that 
shake soil particles as they compress.
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Sand classifier and drag
This machinery consists of a series of conveyor belts that transport sand across screens, and 
separate the sand into various sizes.
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Sawmill portable
This device, mounted on a trailer, contains a portable table that feeds small logs through a blade 
to produce lumber.
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Scarifier and roller
This device is an attachment pulled by a motor grader or crawler tractor that rips the ground by 
means of long “teeth.” A roller (or road roller) is a smooth drum that compresses material.
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Scoopmobile
This vehicle is a three-wheeled front-end loader.
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Scrap metal baler
This large machine contains hydraulic arms and a compartment into which metal is compressed 
and baled.
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Scrubber screen and plant feeder
This mobile machine takes raw materials such as sand and gravel onto a conveyor belt and 
transfers them to vibrating scrubber screens that separate the materials into various sizes.



51150-430-400  (Rev. 02-07-20)  

Special construction equipment
These devices include various types of mobile machinery used in the construction industry, such 
as generators, air drills, and power plants with attached lights, etc.
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Vactor trucks
This truck is equipped with a vacuum and water jetting system used to clean out sewer lines 
and catch basins.
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Welder
This is a machine that bonds pieces of metal by means of a heating process and a bonding 
material such as a rod or wire.
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Wheeled tractor
This vehicle has rubber tires so it can be driven on the road. It has multiple uses depending upon 
the attachments and has two- or four-wheel drive.
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Wiring equipment
These devices include portable equipment used in the electrical industry, such as wire spools, 
augers, transformers, etc., which are transported by means of trucks or trailers.
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Fixed load vehicles 
that are not taxable
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Bucket Trucks
This is a truck equipped with an extendable, hydraulic boom carrying a large bucket for raising 
workers to elevated, inaccessible areas.
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Concrete pumper truck
This vehicle contains a boom that pumps concrete from a centrally-located concrete mixer and 
transports it to various locations at a construction site within reach of the boom.
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Self-propelled mobile crane
The Department of Motor Vehicles defines a “self-propelled mobile crane” as a motor truck 
on which is mounted a rotating crane operated by an independent motor and used for general 
lifting purposes. The industry defines them as one-motor mobile cranes, such as, cranes using a 
single source of power for operation of the crane and for locomotion. These are exempt from ad 
valorem taxation.
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Tow vehicle 
including a tow vehicle with cranes, hoists, or dollies

“Tow vehicle” means a motor vehicle that is:

1. Altered or designed for, equipped for, and used in the business of towing vehicles; and
2. Used to tow vehicles by means of a crane, hoist, tow bar, tow line, or dolly or otherwise used 

to render assistance to other vehicles.
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Travel trailer and Tiny Home
This vehicle is defined by the statutes as a trailer, 8 1/2 feet wide or less, and not used for 
commercial or business purposes.
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Truck-mounted transit mixer
This is a vehicle with a concrete mixer mounted as part of the truck bed. A concrete mixer is a 
device in which cement, gravel, sand, and water are mixed in order to form concrete.



63150-430-400  (Rev. 02-07-20)  

Volumetric mixer
This mobile vehicle consists of a hopper that contains sand, gravel, cement, and water. A mixing 
machine is attached that blends these ingredients and pours the mixture to form concrete.
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Oregon Revised Statues
The following statutes are arranged by the statute number. This list isn’t inclusive.

www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws

801.285 Fixed Load Vehicle

308.105 Personal Property

308.210 Assessing property

308.232 Property to be valued at 100 percent real market value 

308.250 Valuation and assessment of personal property

2019 Senate Bill 527
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Abstracts
This section provides additional direction and guidance to assessors and their staff on the 
classification and taxability of licensed vehicles known as “Fixed Load Vehicles.” The following 
abstracts (Property Tax Law Abstracts 1993 Cumulative Edition) are summaries of court findings 
on why a vehicle is taxable or exempt. By reading the titles, the reader may pick and choose which 
abstract applies to their given situation.
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92 6200 (1993) Roderick D. Stevens v. Department of Revenue
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7 OTR 385 (1978) Moravrk’s Concrete v. Department of Revenue 
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No 1228 (1978) Kenneth J. Bylund v. Department of Revenue 
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285 Or 495 (1979) Moravrk’s Concrete v. Department of Revenue 
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TC MD 0890938B (2009) Sure Flow, Inc. v. Linn County Assessor and 
Department of Revenue
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