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Melvin Claude Richardson
| Oregon National Guard
Date of Death: September 6, 1935

On September 6, 1935 Melvin Claude Richardson
* was one of 40 initial National Guard fire fighters
recruited to fight the McKenzie Bridge fire in the
Willamette National Forest. The fire was rapidly
growing and exceeded 2,500 acres. While working on
the fire, Melvin stepped from behind a tree and was
struck by a falling snag that was on fire which broke

| | his neck and Rilled him upon impact. He was 18 years |
| ) old at the time of his death.




