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NFPA Surf Rescue Signature Page 
 

A copy of the applicant’s training must be included with the DPSST NFPA Technical Rescuer application 

when applying for NFPA Surf Rescue certification.  Only a certified NFPA Technical Rescuer in that 

specialty area may sign off the Task Book. 
 

Attest:  The information contained in this Task Book is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.  I 

understand that falsification of information on this document is subject to penalty under ORS 162.055, et 

al, and ORS 162.305 and is cause to deny or revoke DPSST fire service professional certification(s).   
 

NFPA Surf Rescue Task Book Assigned To: 

       
 Signature  Printed Name  DPSST Fire Service #  

     
 Agency Name  Date Initiated  

       
 Signature of Certified Technician  Printed Name of Certified Technician  Date Completed  

 

Technical Rescuer Evaluators:  Each Evaluator must document the following information: 
 

 Evaluator: Level of Technical Rescuer certification:   Technical Rescuer 

  Rope  Confined Space  Trench  Structural Collapse  Vehicle  

  Surface Water  Swiftwater  Dive  Surf   Machinery  
          

 Sections of chapter signed off by Evaluator: _____4 _____5 (Chapters 4 and 5 need to be met only one time) 
           

 _____6 _____7 _____8 _____9 _____10 _____11 _____12 _____13 _____15 _____19 
          

         
 Signature of Evaluator  Printed Name of Evaluator  DPSST Fire Number  Date  

 

 Evaluator: Level of Technical Rescuer certification:   Technical Rescuer 

  Rope  Confined Space  Trench  Structural Collapse  Vehicle  

  Surface Water  Swiftwater  Dive  Surf   Machinery  
          

 Sections of chapter signed off by Evaluator: _____4 _____5 (Chapters 4 and 5 need to be met only one time) 
           

 _____6 _____7 _____8 _____9 _____10 _____11 _____12 _____13 _____15 _____19 
          

         
 Signature of Evaluator  Printed Name of Evaluator  DPSST Fire Number  Date  

 

 Evaluator: Level of Technical Rescuer certification:   Technical Rescuer 

  Rope  Confined Space  Trench  Structural Collapse  Vehicle  

  Surface Water  Swiftwater  Dive  Surf   Machinery  
          

 Sections of chapter signed off by Evaluator: _____4 _____5 (Chapters 4 and 5 need to be met only one time) 
           

 _____6 _____7 _____8 _____9 _____10 _____11 _____12 _____13 _____15 _____19 
          

         
 Signature of Evaluator  Printed Name of Evaluator  DPSST Fire Number  Date  

 

 Evaluator: Level of Technical Rescuer certification:   Technical Rescuer 

  Rope  Confined Space  Trench  Structural Collapse  Vehicle  

  Surface Water  Swiftwater  Dive  Surf   Machinery  
          

 Sections of chapter signed off by Evaluator: _____4 _____5 (Chapters 4 and 5 need to be met only one time) 
           

 _____6 _____7 _____8 _____9 _____10 _____11 _____12 _____13 _____15 _____19 
          

         
 Signature of Evaluator  Printed Name of Evaluator  DPSST Fire Number  Date  
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Task Book Qualification Record Books (Task Book) have been developed for various 

certification levels within the Oregon Department of Public Safety Standards and 

Training (DPSST) system.   Each Task Book lists the job performance requirements 

(JPRs) for the specific certification level in a format that allows a candidate to be trained 

and evaluated during three (3) sequential sessions.  Successful performance of all tasks, 

as observed and recorded by a qualified and approved evaluator will result in the 

candidate’s eligibility for DPSST certification. 

 

To become certified at a specific level, the applicant must successfully complete the job 

performance requirements in sequence.  Before a job performance evaluation can be 

taken, all requisite knowledge and skills must be satisfied.  In addition, all relative task 

book evaluations must be checked off by the evaluator.  When all prescribed 

requirements have been met, an application for Certification will be forwarded to DPSST.  

All certificates are mailed to the Training Officer at his/her Fire Service Agency. 

 

TASK BOOK SPECIFICATIONS: 
To successfully complete this task book, only an evaluator certified as an NFPA Surf 

Rescue may sign off on the JPR’s. ‘Requisite Knowledge’ sections may be completed 

during class and signed by the instructor. ‘Requisite Skills’ sections may be conducted 

and signed at the candidate’s fire agency. 

 

NFPA TASK BOOK INFORMATION: 
The JPRs covered in this Task Book meet or exceed all NFPA published standards for 

this certification level at the time of this publication.  Mention of NFPA and its standards 

do not, and are not intended as adoption of—or reference to—NFPA standards.  For more 

information on the complete job performance requirements and data, see the individual 

DPSST Task Book for that certification level. 

 

NOTE TO FIRE SERVICE AGENCIES:  
These JPRs serve as general guidelines.  As such they are not intended to replace specific 

sequences of apparatus or equipment operation that may be outlined by manufacturer 

specifications.  At all times, standard operating procedures of the Fire Service Agency in 

which the evaluation is being conducted will govern.  Fire Service Agencies should have 

available for evaluators a copy of manufacturer specifications and the Fire Service 

Agencies standard operational guidelines. 

 

*A vertical line () to the left of the document indicates a change from the previous 

standard. 

 

HOW TO EVALUATE PERFORMANCE: 
 

Each JPR has one to three corresponding boxes to the right in which to confirm a 

candidate’s success.  The evaluator must indicate successful passing by the candidate of 

each JPR by initialing and dating (see example on the following page).   
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15.1.1 Develop a site survey for an existing 

surf site, given historical data, personal 

protective equipment for conducting site 

inspections, rescue equipment for effecting 

surf rescues, tide tables, currents, and wave 

heights and meteorological projections, so that 

life safety hazards are anticipated, risk– 

benefit analyses are included, site inspections 

are completed, ocean conditions are projected, 

site-specific hazards are identified, routes of 

access and egress are identified, boat ramps 

are identified, entry and exit points to surf 

sites are identified, methods of entrapment are 

considered, and areas with high probability 

for victim location are determined. 
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TASK BOOK QUALIFICATION RECORD 

FOR THE CERTIFICATION LEVEL OF 

NFPA Surf Rescue 

Prior to becoming certified in this position, the sample candidate must successfully 

complete the following Job Performance Requirements (JPR). For each JPR there are 

requisite knowledge and skill requirements.  The evaluator must initial and date in the 

box provided to indicate the meeting of those requirements before the firefighter may 

proceed.   

 

15.1 Level I General Requirements. Rescuers using this 

standard shall also meet the requirements of Chapter 4 and 

Sections 5.2 through 5.4. Level I surf rescue skills include 

Chapter 11, Surface Water Rescue, skills and basic rescue 

skills in surf from 1 ft to 6 ft (0.3 m to 2 m) in height. Level 

I surf rescue skills also include the ability to support surf 

rescue Level II and other rescue personnel in motorized 

watercraft, boat, and helicopter surf rescues. The job 

performance requirements defined in Chapters 4 and 5, 

Section 11.1, and 15.1.1 through 15.1.4 shall be met prior to 

Level I qualification in surf rescue. 

 

 

15.1.1 Develop a site survey for an existing surf site, 

given historical data, personal protective equipment for 

conducting site inspections, rescue equipment for 

effecting surf rescues, tide tables, currents, and wave 

heights and meteorological projections, so that life safety 

hazards are anticipated, risk–benefit analyses are 

included, site inspections are completed, ocean 

conditions are projected, site-specific hazards are 

identified, routes of access and egress are identified, boat 

ramps are identified, entry and exit points to surf sites 

are identified, methods of entrapment are considered, 

and areas with high probability for victim location are 

determined. 

  

� � � 
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(A) Requisite Knowledge. Contents of a site survey; types, 

sources, and information provided by reference materials; 

hydrology and influence of hydrology on rescues; types of 

hazards associated with ocean rescue practice scenarios, 

inspection practices, and consideration techniques; risk–

benefit analyses; identification of personal protective 

equipment; identification of rescue equipment for effecting 

surf rescues; factors influencing access and egress routes; 

behavioral patterns of victims; and environmental 

conditions that influence victim location. 

 

�  

(B) Requisite Skills. The ability to interpret reference 

materials, perform a scene assessment, evaluate site 

conditions, complete risk–benefit analyses, select and use 

necessary personal protective equipment, and select and use 

appropriate rescue equipment for effecting surf rescues. 

 

�  

15.1.2* Demonstrate survival swimming skills in low-

surf environment, given safety equipment and a water 

body with low surf, so that basic survival skills are 

demonstrated in a representative environment as found 

in the jurisdiction, performance parameters are 

achieved, and problems can be identified prior to 

working in a low-surf environment. 

 

� � � 

(A) Requisite Knowledge. Types of fundamental 

swimming skills to enter a surf zone, maneuver within the 

surf zone, and exit the surf zone, and fundamental surf 

knowledge that includes knowing how waves form, why 

waves are seasonal, how to judge wave heights, recognizing 

the difference between plunging and spilling waves, 

knowing the dynamics of surf-related currents such as long-

shore and riparian (or rip) currents, and familiarity with the 

user groups in the surf zone and the types of equipment they 

use. 

 

�  

(B) Requisite Skills. The ability to perform fundamental 

swimming skills in a surf zone, including the ability to 

enter, maneuver in, and exit the surf zone; swim in different 

surf conditions with and without flotation aids or swim aids; 

apply water survival skills; complete a distance swim in any 

open body of water using any stroke and without the aid of 

any surf rescue equipment; identify different types of waves, 

different types of currents, and the user groups in the surf 

zone and the types of equipment they use. 

 

�  
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15.1.3* Deploy a nonmotorized watercraft and rescue a 

waterbound surf victim, given watercraft used by the 

AHJ, so that watercraft predeployment checks are 

completed, watercraft launch or recovery is achieved as 

stipulated by AHJ operational protocols, both onboard 

and surf rescue operations conform with watercraft 

operational protocols and capabilities, communications 

are clear and concise, and the candidate is familiar with 

watercraft nomenclature, operational protocols, design 

limitations, and launch/recovery site issues. 

 

� � � 

(A) Requisite Knowledge. Types of fundamental skills to 

enter a surf zone, maneuver within the surf zone, and exit 

the surf zone on a nonmotorized watercraft; fundamental 

surf knowledge that includes knowing how waves form, 

why waves are seasonal, how to judge wave heights, 

recognizing the difference between plunging and spilling 

waves, knowing the dynamics of surf-related currents such 

as longshore and rip currents, and familiarity with the user 

groups in the surf zone and the types of equipment they use; 

and victim retrieval and removal techniques. 

 

�  

(B) Requisite Skills. The ability to perform fundamental 

deployment and maneuvering skills in a surf zone on a 

nonmotorized watercraft, including the ability to enter, 

maneuver in, and exit the surf zone; perform in different 

surf conditions; negotiate a measured distance in any open 

body of water using the watercraft used by the AHJ; identify 

different types of waves, different types of currents, and the 

user groups in the surf zone and the types of equipment they 

use; and maneuver in the surf zone after retrieving a victim 

and demonstrate appropriate victim removal techniques. 

 

�  

15.1.4* Define procedures to provide support for surf 

rescue operations within the area of responsibility for 

the AHJ, given motorized watercraft used by the AHJ, 

protocols and procedures, boat-to-shore communication, 

extraction issues, and safety procedures, so that 

communications are clear and concise, and the candidate 

is familiar with boat nomenclature, operational 

protocols, and design limitations. 

 

� � � 
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(A) Requisite Knowledge. Limitations and uses of 

available boats, dynamics of moving water and its effects on 

boat handling, launch and docking procedures, conditional 

requirements for personal protective equipment, 

applications for motorized and appropriate boats, operating 

hazards as related to conditions, and crew assignments and 

duties. 

 

�  

(B) Requisite Skills. The ability to ride the boat, evaluate 

conditions for launch, don water rescue personal protective 

equipment, utilize communications systems, and apply 

procedures for rescuing a victim in the surf zone, including 

assisting the victim into the boat. 

 

�  

15.2 Level II General Requirements. Surf rescue Level II 

skills include surface water rescue skills, surf rescue Level I 

skills in high surf, the ability to deploy and operate a 

motorized surf rescue watercraft, and the ability to support 

other rescue personnel in motorized watercraft, boat, and 

helicopter surf rescues. The job performance requirements 

defined in Section 5.5 through 5.5.12, Section 15.1, and 

15.2.1 through 15.2.3 shall be met prior to surf rescue Level 

II qualification. 

 

 

15.2.1 Demonstrate advanced swimming skills in the surf 

environment, given safety equipment and a water body 

with high surf, so that advanced skills are demonstrated 

in an environment representative of conditions 

experienced in the jurisdiction, performance parameters 

and objectives are achieved, and problems can be 

identified prior to working in a high surf environment. 

 

 

� � � 

(A) Requisite Knowledge. Types of fundamental 

swimming skills to enter, maneuver, and exit a surf zone; 

wave formation theory; wave types; dynamics of surf-

related currents such as longshore and rip currents; and 

familiarity with victim behavior and recreational equipment 

used. 

 

�  

(B) Requisite Skills. The ability to perform advanced 

swimming skills in the surf zone, including the ability to 

enter, maneuver in, and exit the surf zone; swim in different 

surf conditions with and without flotation aids or swim aids; 

apply water survival skills; complete a distance swim in any 

open body of water using any stroke without the aid of any 

surf rescue equipment; and identify wave types, current 

types, and potential victim behavior. 

 

�  
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15.2.2 Perform a swimming rescue for a waterbound 

surf victim, given personal protective equipment, 

including a pair of swimming fins and a surf rescue tube 

with a shoulder strap, safety equipment, and a water 

body with high surf representative of the jurisdiction’s 

conditions, so that the victim is secured within the surf 

rescue tube and towed out of the surf impact zone to 

shore or to a surf-free zone for pickup by a watercraft, 

boat, or helicopter. 

 

� � � 

(A) Requisite Knowledge. Types of fundamental 

swimming skills to enter, maneuver, and exit a surf zone; 

wave formation theory; wave types; dynamics of surf-

related currents such as longshore and rip currents; and 

familiarity with victim behavior and recreational equipment 

used. 

 

�  

(B) Requisite Skills. The ability to perform advanced 

swimming skills in the surf zone, including the ability to 

enter, maneuver in, and exit the surf zone; swim in different 

surf conditions with and without flotation aids or swim aids; 

apply water survival skills; complete a distance swim in any 

open body of water using any stroke without the aid of any 

surf rescue equipment; identify wave types, current types, 

and potential victim behavior; and maneuver in the surf 

zone with a surf rescue tube, tow a victim with the tube, and 

demonstrate victim removal techniques. 

 

�  

15.2.3 Perform a subsurface retrieval of a submerged 

victim in a surf environment, given personal protective 

equipment; swimming fins, mask, and snorkel; and a 

water body with high surf representative of the 

jurisdiction’s conditions, so that the victim is located and 

brought to the surface, removed out of the surf impact 

zone to shore or to a surf-free zone for pickup by a 

watercraft, boat, or helicopter. 

 

� � � 

(A) Requisite Knowledge. Types of fundamental 

swimming skills to enter, maneuver, and exit a surf zone; 

wave formation theory; wave types; dynamics of surf-

related currents such as longshore and rip currents; and 

familiarity with victim behavior and recreational equipment 

used. 

 

�  
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(B) Requisite Skills. The ability to perform free diving 

skills in the surf zone, including the ability to enter, 

maneuver in, and exit the surf zone while towing a victim; 

swim in different surf conditions with and without flotation 

aids or swim aids; apply water survival skills; complete a 

distance swim in any open body of water using any stroke 

without the aid of any surf rescue equipment; identify wave 

types, current types, and potential victim behavior; and 

maneuver in the surf zone with a surf rescue tube, tow a 

victim with the tube, and demonstrate victim removal 

techniques. 

�  

 


