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INSIDE THIS ISSUE VIRTUAL FALLEN FIRE FIGHTERS MEMO-
RIAL POSTPONED; AARSETH ENGRAVED 
ON MEMORIAL WALL
Due to the devastation caused by several wildfires throughout Oregon in 
September, the Oregon Fire Service Honor Guard and DPSST staff deter-
mined it would be best to postpone the virtual Oregon Fallen Fire Fight-
ers Memorial which was scheduled for September 17th, 2020 at 1pm. The 
date will be rescheduled for a time when all of the fallen can be honored 
as they deserve. Please be on the lookout for the announcement via 
DPSST’s Facebook page and/or GovDelivery emails.

During this year’s ceremony, we will be honoring the life of Eric Aarseth, 
who died in service to others on September 3, 2018. Aarseth was working 
the Horns Mountain Fire in Washington where he became ill and was re-
leased from his tour. He later died due to complications related to pneu-
monia and organ failure. Aarseth was a Wildland Firefighter Type 2 (FFT2) 
working his first fire season for Miller Timber Services. In preparation for 
the Memorial, Aarseth’s name was carefully etched into the memorial 
wall this on September 3rd alongside the names of 169 other firefighters 
who are already honored and remembered on the State’s memorial. Er-
ic’s mother and brother were in attendance during the engraving along-
side members of the Oregon Fire Service Honor Guard who stood watch 
while the name was added.

If you have any questions, please contact Julie Olsen at 503-378-2297 or 
julie.olsen@state.or.us.
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DPSST TRAINS ADDITIONAL MEMBERS OF THE 
OREGON NATIONAL GUARD IN SEPTEMBER
The Department of Public Safety Standards and 
Training (DPSST), with instructional assistance 
from the University of Illinois Fire Service Insti-
tute and the Arizona Department of Forestry 
and Fire Management, trained over 300 mem-
bers of the Oregon National Guard at Camp 
Rilea Armed Forces Training Center in NWCG 
Firefighter Type 2 (FFT2) firefighting from Sep-
tember 17th through 21st. These Guard mem-
bers were trained in the event they would be 
called to assist with Oregon’s unprecedented 
wildfires that spread throughout the state in 
September. Additionally, the members will 
now be able to take the yearly required RT-130 
Wildland Fire Safety Training Annual Refresher 
to stay current and assist with wildfires in future 
years should it be necessary. 

The 300 National Guard members trained at 
Camp Rilea are in addition to the over 300 that 
DPSST trained in both FFT2 and RT-130 in July 
at the Oregon Public Safety Academy. This 
training is part of the State’s coordinated and 
comprehensive wildfire suppression efforts. The 
Guard has a long-standing agreement with the 
Oregon Department of Forestry known as Oper-
ation Plan Smokey, which stipulates the details 
of how Guard members will be utilized to as-
sist in annual firefighting efforts if needed. This 
agreement is reviewed on an annual basis by 
both agencies and the Governor’s Office.

Above top: DPSST and ONG staff  organize PPE for distribu  on 
Above middle: ONG prac  ce cu   ng line
Above bo  om: ONG learns hose lays
Le  : ONG learns shelter deployments
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The Information Resource Inquiry System (IRIS) is a wonderful tool that not only provides a firefighter’s 
DPSST Fire Number, it also contains fire agency affiliation information, certification, and training re-
cords. With the implementation of the IRIS and the firefighter record access that this system provides, 
the Wallet Cards sent out to new firefighters have become unnecessary. The DPSST Fire Program will 
therefore phase out the distribution of Wallet Cards with the last mailing going out at the end of this 
year. Therefor, as of January 1, 2021, the Fire Program will no longer create and send out Wallet Cards. 
This will save time, cut down on paper, and reduce the use of unnecessary resources.  IRIS can be found 
here: http://dpsstnet.state.or.us/PublicInquiry_Fire/smsgoperson.aspx. It can also be accessed by visiting 
DPSST’s website if this link is not handy.

Maintenance Re-Certification packets continue to trickle in as we approach fall. Just a reminder: Mainte-
nance Re-Certification packets are due back to DPSST by December 31, 2020. Packets are processed in 
the order of the date received so if you do not see immediate updates in SnapShot or the Information 
Resource Inquiry System (IRIS), please know we are working through several department packets and 
will reach yours as soon as we can. Maintenance Re-Certification questions can be directed to Brooke at 
brooke.bell-uribe@state.or.us or 503-378-2254.

OCTOBER FIRE CERTIFICATION QUICK FACTS
Task Forces Postponed

Phasing out Wallet Cards

Maintenance Re-Certification

Task Forces are groups of content experts gathered to discuss the adoption of an updated NFPA or 
NWCG standard. DPSST staff had organized two upcoming Task Forces that had to be postponed due 
to Oregon’s wildfire season. Both the NFPA Fire Officer and NFPA Marine Fire Fighting for Land-Based 
Fire Fighters Task Forces, scheduled for September 28th and 30th, have been postponed and a new 
date will be determined as soon as possible. The original members who volunteered their time and 
energy will be given first priority to participate. 

Public Comments Close for OAR Updates

The Public Comment period for Oregon Administrative Rule (OAR) proposed changes is the Oregon fire 
service’s opportunity to review these rules before a permanent change takes place. The September issue 
of this newsletter saw the announcement of three OARs open for Public Comment from September 1st 
to 22nd:

1. Clarifying Maintenance Re-Certification time extensions and re-certification after lapse. Replaces
COVID temporary rule.

2. Changes to Fire Service Professional Denial and Revocation Standards and Processes.
3. Establishes extension process for fire service agency accreditation agreements. Replaces COVID tem-

porary rule.

DPSST staff received no public comments on these proposed rule changes. The next step before these 
OARs become permanent will be final review and approval by the Board on Public Safety Standards and 
Training on October 22, 2020 at 9am. You can watch on DPSST’s Facebook page.

http://dpsstnet.state.or.us/PublicInquiry_Fire/smsgoperson.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/DPSSTOregon/
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Salem Area Region: Robert Farino

Salem Area Regional Coordinator Robert Farino’s recent training included the following: 
August 19 Mayday Silverton RFPD #2
August 25 Truck Ops #2  Corvallis and Philomath Fire Departments
September 22 Vehicle Fire Safety Aumsville RFPD
September 29 FLAG hands-on Tangent RFPD
September 30 Vehicle Fire Safety Mt. Angel Fire District

Robert’s upcoming training includes:
October 8 FLAG hands-on Junction City Fire Department
October 13 FLAG hands-on Harrisburg Fire & Rescue
October 15 & 22 Vehicle Fire Safety Stayton Fire District
October 14 & 21 FLAG  Mt. Angel Fire District
October 24 & 25 NFPA Instructor 1 Jefferson RFPD

For more information on this or other training in your Salem Oregon Region, please feel free to contact 
Robert Farino at robert.farino@state.or.us or (503) 871-4944.

FIRE TRAINING REGIONAL UPDATES

Pictured above: August 25th Truck Ops class for Corvallis and Philomath Fire Departments



Central Oregon Region: Hayden Jones
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September has been a busy and tragic month for everyone around the state. Hayden was able to teach 
a couple classes at the beginning of the month before assisting in training the National Guard for 
Operation Plan Smokey at Camp Rilea. After wildland training, Hayden was deployed to the Holiday 
Farm Fire for several days. Unfortunately, due to COVID and Operation Plan Smokey, some of Hayden’s 
training has been postponed. However, as he returns to the office he will continue to reach out to those 
agencies to reschedule their postponed trainings. 

Below you will find upcoming training in the Central Oregon region for October. Please keep 
checking the Monthly Program Newsletter, DPSST’s Eventbrite page, and utilize the GovDelivery 
email system for announcements on future training.

October classes currently scheduled:
October 1 FLAG (HOT) City of Bend Fire Department
October 13  FLAG (Classroom) Thomas Creek/Westside RFPD
October 15  FLAG (HOT) City of Bend Fire Department
October 19  FLAG (HOT) Sisters-Camp Sherman RFPD
October 20  FLAG (HOT) Cloverdale RFPD
October 21 MAYDAY  Fossil Volunteer Fire Department
October 24  Hose Handling Crescent RFPD
October 26  MAYDAY John Day Fire Department

The new Mobile Fire Training Unit (MFTU) will be available for the Central Oregon Region Starting in 
November. Please contact Hayden for scheduling. 

For more information on this or other training in your Central Oregon Region, please feel free to con-
tact Hayden Jones at hayden.jones@state.or.us or (503) 779-5744.

FIRE TRAINING REGIONAL UPDATES CONTINUED

Northeast Region: Mike Bozeman

Northeast Regional Coordinator Mike Bozeman’s recent training included Vehicle Fire Training, NFPA 
Fire Fighter II, as well as the Firefighter Type 2 (FFT2) training done at Camp Rilea for the Oregon Na-
tional Guard’s potential deployment to wildfires throughout Oregon. Additionally, Mid Columbia Fire 
and Rescue got the opportunity to use the Ventilation Prop from August 17 to September 11.

Mike’s upcoming training includes:
Oct. 1  FLAG Umatilla RFPD
Oct. 10, 12, 14  FLAG   Ashland Fire & Rescue and Jackson Co. RFPD #5 
Oct. 15  Ventilation practical  Umatilla RFPD
Oct. 16-18   Haz Mat Awareness and Ops. 
Oct. 19, 20   FLAG   Jacksonville Fire Department and Williams RFPD 
Oct. 22  Car Fire Practical Juniper Flat RFPD
Oct. 28 FLAG Classroom  Wy’ East Fire District
Oct./Nov.  NFPA Fire Fighter II Blended Milton-Freewater Rural Fire Department

For more information on this or other training in your Eastern Oregon Region, please feel free to con-
tact Mike Bozeman at mike.bozeman@state.or.us or (541) 303-3303.

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/dpsst-fire-program-12337899945
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/ORDPSST/subscriber/new
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FIRE TRAINING REGIONAL UPDATES CONTINUED

Northwest Region: John West

Northwest Regional Fire Training Coordinator John West’s recent training included FLAG classes in his 
region along with some training that will have to be rescheduled due to fires and training the Oregon 
National Guard in wildland firefighting in mid-September.

John’s upcoming training includes:
October 7-10  Mobile Fire Training Unit Coos Bay Fire & Rescue
October 13-16 Mobile Fire Training Unit North Bend Fire Department
October 17 & 18 NFPA Instructor I Nehalem Bay Fire & Rescue District
October 26 & 27 Lake Oswego for Live-Fire Training Salem
October 28-30 FLAG Training Canby RFPD #62

For more information on this or other training in your Northwest Oregon Region, please feel free to 
con-tact John West at john.west@state.or.us or (503) 559-5756.

CLICK ON THE IMAGE BELOW FOR MORE 
WINTER FIRE SCHOOL INFORMATION

Northwest Region: John West

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2021-winter-fire-school-tickets-115516479901


Our mission is to promote excellence in public safety by delivering 
quality training and developing and upholding professional stan-
dards for police, fire, corrections, parole and probation, and tele-
communications personnel, in addition to licensing private security 
providers and private investigators in Oregon.

DPSST also regulates and licenses polygraph examiners, determines 
sheriff candidates’ eligibility to run for office and provides staffing 
for the Public Safety Memorial Fund. We strive to provide resourc-
es and certification programs that public safety officers and local 
public safety organizations need to maintain the highest profession-
al skill standards, stewardship and service to Oregon’s communities 
and citizens. These services are based at our 236-acre academy and 
extend across the state through a network of regional training coor-
dinators.

Agency functions are guided by several Oregon Revised Statutes 
and our authority is defined specifically in Chapter No. 259 of the 
Oregon Administrative Rules. We are governed by a 24-member 
Board and six discipline-specific policy committees; we serve more 
than 35,000 public safety constituents across the state.

ABOUT DPSST The Department of 
Public Safety Standards 

and Training

Julie Olsen, Manager
Phone: 503-378-2297
Email: julie.olsen@state.or.us

Vacant, Support Specialist
While we work to fill this vacancy,
please contact other Fire Program staff

John West, Northwest Regional Coordinator
Phone: 503-559-5756
Email: john.west@state.or.us

Robert Farino, Salem Regional Coordinator
Phone: 503-871-4944
Email: robert.farino@state.or.us

DPSST FIRE PROGRAM CONTACTS

Kayla Ballrot, Certification Supervisor
Phone: 503-378-2596
Email: kayla.ballrot@state.or.us

Brooke Bell-Uribe, Certification Specialist
Phone: 503-378-2254
Email: brooke.bell-uribe@state.or.us

Hayden Jones, Central Regional Coordinator
Phone: 503-779-5744
Email: hayden.jones@state.or.us

Mike Bozeman, Eastern Regional Coordinator
Phone: 541-303-3303
Email: michael.bozeman@state.or.us

4190 Aumsville Hwy SE
Salem, OR 97317

Phone: 503-378-2100
Fax: 503-378-4600

Find us at:
https://www.oregon.gov/
dpsst/Pages/default.aspx

Follow DPSST on Facebook

https://www.oregon.gov/dpsst/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/DPSSTOregon/



