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MULTIPLE UPCOMING COURSE OPPORTUNITIES; REGISTER NOW!
The Fire Program is thrilled to announce several upcoming course opportunities
located at the Department of Public Safety Standards and Training (DPSST) in
the form of Winter Fire School and our first ever Spring Fire School! We will also
be providing some additional National Fire Academy (NFA) classes offered in
locations throughout Oregon! The Fire Program will provide lodging for those
traveling over 75 miles, as well as breakfast, lunch and snacks for all attendees at
Winter and Spring Fire School. While we cannot offer that for classes in locations
other than at DPSST, the remainder of the classes are provided free of charge to
all registered. Register today for these courses on DPSST’s Eventbrite webpage
here.
Winter Fire School will be held at DPSST in Salem, Oregon from February 25th to
26th with a few NFA classes, an National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) Fire
Instructor II class, as well as some classes from out-of-state guest instructors
to include leadership, tactics, and wildland courses. Take a look at the Winter
Fire School brochure for a course list and their descriptions.
Like Winter Fire School, Spring Fire School will also be held at DPSST. This school
will be from April 15th to 16th and will focus more on NFA classes with a few additions. This year, there will be several NFA offerings that haven’t been provided in
several years so be sure to take a look at the brochure and sign up now!
For a full list of Winter Fire School, Spring Fire School, and additional NFA classes
throughout Oregon, see our Eventbrite page and a comprehensive list on page
two of the newsletter.
For questions, contact Julia Budlong at julia.budlong@dpsst.oregon.gov or 503378-2408.

COMPREHENSIVE LIST OF UPCOMING DPSST
COURSE OFFERINGS
Winter Fire School at DPSST on February 25th and 26th
Breakfast and lunch provided both days for all attendees and free lodging provided for those traveling over 75
miles. See our brochure for course descriptions and register on DPSST’s Eventbrite webpage.
• NFPA Fire & Emergency Services Instructor II- Hybrid. Prerequisites: Must be certified as NFPA Fire & Emergency Services Instructor I.
• NFA Incident Safety Officer. Prerequisites: Incident Command Systems (ICS) 100 and 200 level.
• NFA Leadership in Supervision: Creating Environments for Professional Growth
• Basic Company Officer - 8 hour class (Saturday 2/25 only)
• Basic Engine Company Operations - 8 hour class (Sunday 2/26 only)
• NWCG S-200 Initial Attack Incident Commander. Prerequisites: Qualified as Single Resource Boss and completion of pre-course work.
• NWCG S-215 Fire Operations in the Wildland Urban Interface. Prerequisites: Qualified as a Firefighter Type 1.
• Mastering Command and Control of Emergency Incidents
• Vehicle Extrication. Full PPE required (no SCBA needed). This training is for new participants only. Please contact your Regional Coordinator to register.

Spring Fire School at DPSST on April 15th and 16th
Breakfast and lunch provided both days for all attendees and free lodging provided for those traveling over 75
miles. See our brochure for course descriptions and register on DPSST’s Eventbrite webpage.
• NFA Executive Skills Series: Exercising Leadership Within Communities.
• NFA Emergency Response to Terrorism: Strategic Considerations. Prerequisites: ICS-100-level and ICS-200level training. Preferred courses are Q0462 and Q0463, available through NFA Online.
• NFA Shaping the Future.
• NFA Introduction to Unified Command for All-Hazard Incidents.
• NFA Wildland Urban Interface: Fire-Adapted Communities - Introduction and Leadership, Course I.
• NFA Health and Safety Program Manager.
• Firefighter Survival and Responder Intervention Team (RIT). Must bring airpacks, two spare air bottles, and
full PPE.
• Vehicle Extrication. Full PPE required (no SCBA needed). This training is for new participants only. Please contact your Regional Coordinator to register.

Additional NFA Classes Throughout the State
Coming to a fire service agency near you, the following courses are free to all attendees. Unfortunately, since
they are not on DPSST’s campus, we cannot provide meals and lodging, but be sure to take advantage of these
free opportunities. Click on the class names below to register.
• January 19th-20th: NFA Leadership in Supervision: Creating Environments for Professional Growth at the
Roseburg Public Safety Building in Roseburg.
• February 2nd-3rd: NFA Leadership in Supervision: Perspectives in Thinking at the Roseburg Public Safety
Building in Roseburg.
• March 9th-10th: NFA Leadership in Supervision: Frameworks to Success at the Roseburg Public Safety Building in Roseburg.
• April 15th-16th: NFA Decision Making for Initial Company Operations at Treasure Valley Community College
• May 18th-19th: NFA Strategy and Tactics for Initial Company Operations at Southwestern Oregon Community
College in Coos Bay.
• May 22nd-23rd: NFA Wildland Urban Interface: Fire Adapted Communities- Course II at DPSST in Salem.
• June 3rd and 4th: NFA Introduction to Unified Command for All-Hazard Incidents at Applegate RFPD #9 in
Jacksonville.
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THE FIRE PROGRAM’S YEAR IN REVIEW
Fire Certification Statistics Highlight
Below is a snapshot of the DPSST Fire Certification Section’s year end statistics for the last five years. In the
chart, you will notice a slight dip in forms received and processed during the heights of the COVID-19 pandemic
when there was a slight reduction of in-person training for many fire service agencies. However, in this last year
the numbers are back up to pre-pandemic statistics. In some cases, the amount of forms processed is even higher than before COVID. Not only is this a testament to Fire Certification staff’s hard work, but also the Oregon fire
service. Kudos to all of you who trained, studied, tested, and applied for certifications. Through these statistics,
you’ve shown that professionalizing your training is an important part of being a safe, thorough, and comprehensive fire service.

Fire Training Statistics Highlight
The Fire Training section had a busy 2022, shown below in the number of firefighters trained and training hours
they completed. Thank you to the Oregon fire service who came to classes put on but DPSST staff. You showed
dedication to learning your craft. Keep it up in 2023!

3,186

Total number of Students Trained by DPSST Fire Training Coordinators

1,682

Total Number of Training Hours Completed by DPSST Fire Training
Coordinators

226

Total Number of Classes Taught by Fire Training Coordinators
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WINTER SAFETY TIPS FROM FIRE TRAINING STAFF
Ken’s Winter Driving Must-Do’s
Winter Driving is a must for many people. Whether it’s driving to work, for work, and shopping for the essentials
or for the holidays, your decision to make the trip should be based on four things: your ability, your vehicle, road
conditions, and weather.
Not everyone has the ability or desire to drive in adverse weather and it is okay stay home in these instances if
possible. If you’re not sure, find another way or just don’t go.
Your vehicle needs to be in good running order. Items that need to be checked regularly include tires (pressure
and tread), motor, battery(ies), lights, wipers, fuel and heater/defroster. Be aware of the traction safety systems
that your vehicle is equipped with and understand how they work. It’s always a good idea to have a few supplies
with you that may be needed if delayed or stuck for some reason. Be ready!
The road conditions can very on a given trip to include dry, water covered, snow packed and/or black ice. These
days there are several resources you can use to determine your route and road conditions by using various weather outlets and/or websites such as Tripcheck Oregon, Idaho 511 Travel Information, Washington Department of
Transportation, Caltrans: California Department of Transportation, and Nevada Department of Transportation.
These sites will give a snapshot of existing conditions at camera locations, delays, closures, and weather alerts
along your route. Plan ahead!
The weather may not affect the road surface as much as it may impair your visibility and/or control of your vehicle. Wind can adversely affect your visibility because of dust or debris, heavy rain or snow, and your ability to stay
in your lane, especially in larger vehicles. Also, fog can sometimes be widespread and predictable or intermittent
and localized. It can depend on your elevation, proximity to a waterway or just where mother nature puts it. Turn
your lights on (low beam), control your speed according to your visibility and maintain your cushion distance from
the vehicle in front of you. If visibility is too poor, do your best to park in a safe refuge and wait. Be aware and safe!
Keep in mind to Be Ready, Plan Ahead, Be Aware and Be Safe!
Hayden’s Skid Truck Winter Driving Tips Translate to Any Vehicle
A large number of firefighters throughout Oregon have attended a Skid Truck training course put on by DPSST.
Two of the main points that the instructors of this course, DPSST District Training Coordinators and Trainers,
feel important to drive him are how “two seconds” and “just stop” can save your life as well as others.
“Two seconds” relates to backing off your driving and going two seconds slower. As firefighters, when the
tones drop, we go into work mode. We need to get out the door and to the call as fast and safe as we can. When
adverse road conditions are present, it is important to remember that if we are driving at our max ability we
do not have wiggle room for emergency driving techniques to fix our problems. If we “back off two seconds”
we have now reduced from our maximum abilities and have an easier time being relaxed, controlled, and able
maneuver in a safe and effective manner.
The other main Skid Truck training topic is “just stop”. Statistics show that the fastest and safest way to correct a vehicle that is out of control is look where you want to go, slowly release the gas, slowly and lightly apply
the brakes and slow down enough to take control back of the vehicle or “just stop”.
To learn about these topics and to get an opportunity to drive the Skid Truck with expert trainers, be sure to
take a Skid Truck class offered throughout Oregon at various time of year. Check the DPSST Eventbrite webpage frequently for listings.
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MOURNING THE LOSS OF CHIEF
BOBBY HALTON
The Fire Program was saddened by the loss of Fire Engineering Editor-in-Chief Bobby Halton who passed away
on December 19th, 2022. A few people from the Fire Program had the privilege of seeing Chief Halton at the North
American Fire Training Directors (NAFDT) Conference in
Utah in September. There, he was asked to say a few words
with just a couple of minute’s warning and he managed to
give an inspiring, passionate spur-of-the-moment speech
on value of the fire service. Over the years, Chief Halton
has made several contributions to the fire service, including the development of the Fire Department Instructors
Conference (FDIC), and his legacy will continue for years
to come. Thoughts are with his family during this difficult
time. To learn more about his life and contribution to the
fire service, see Fire Engineering’s article on his passing
here.

STAY IN THE KNOW
Did you know that all of the DPSST policy committee
meetings and the Board on Public Safety Standards and
Training (Board) meeting are all streamed on DPSST’s
Facebook page? This includes the quarterly Fire Policy
Committee meeting. You can keep up with revocation and
denial of firefighter certification cases, Oregon Administrative Rule (OAR) updates and changes, as well as potential certification changes by watching these meetings.
The schedule for the year’s meetings has been added to
DPSST’s webpage here. If you would like to know more
about who makes up the policy committees and Board as
well as what they do, please click here.

MAINTENANCE RE-CERTIFICATION PAST DUE
ALL MAINTENANCE RE-CERTIFICATION PAPERWORK WAS DUE BACK TO DPSST BY DECEMBER 31,
2022.
Maintenance Re-Certification packets were mailed to
each agency on June 1, 2022, giving the Oregon fire service over six months to complete the paperwork in order
to activate and maintain firefighter certifications for the
next two year cycle.
If you are a Chief or Training Officer who did not submit
your Maintenance Re-Certification paperwork, for next
steps please contact Michelle Hilt at michelle.hilt@dpsst.
oregon.gov or 503-373-0737.
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16 FIREFIGHTER LIFE
SAFETY INITIATIVES
HIGHLIGHT MONTH
FIFTEEN: CODE ENFORCEMENT &
SPRINKLERS*
The Fire Program will be highlighting one of the “16 Firefighter Life
Safety Initiatives” in the Fire Program Newsletter each month for 16
months. The 16 Firefighter Life Safety Initiatives are a part of the Everyone Goes Home Program which was
founded by the National Fallen Firefighters Foundation. The Everyone
Goes Home Program is a wonderful
tool that provides free training and
resources with the goal of reducing
the number of preventable firefighter line-of-duty deaths and injuries.

Advocacy must be strengthened for
the enforcement of codes and the installation of home fire sprinklers.
The term “fire prevention,” as used here,
means preventing accidental fires from
starting and, when they do start, minimizing their growth or extinguish them prior
to human intervention. A successful effort in fire prevention will mean fewer fire
responses by firefighters because of a reduction in fires, and less dangerous working conditions on the fire ground as a result of smaller, contained fires. With fewer
fire responses and smaller, contained
fires, and a better protected public, it is
clear that there will be fewer firefighter injuries and fatalities – which is the goal of
our overall efforts. The 15th Initiative asks
us to advocate for stronger codes and
laws which will decrease the number and
severity of structural and residential fires
to keep our firefighters out of harm’s way.
* “16 Firefighter Life Safety Initiatives: 15. Code
Enforcement & Sprinklers”. Everyone Goes
Home, National Fallen Fire Fighters Foundation,
https://www.everyonegoeshome.com/16-initiatives/15-code-enforcement-safety/
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FIRE TRAINING DISTRICT UPDATES
Salem and Surrounding District: Aaron Bielemeier
Salem and Surrounding Area District Coordinator Aaron Bielemeier’s recent and upcoming training includes the
following:
December 7th-9th: Live Fire Training at DPSST Campus for Canby RFPD #62
December 10th-11th: NFPA Fire Instructor I at Tillamook Fire District
December 19th-22nd: Skid Truck Training at Portland Airport Fire & Rescue
January 4th: Live Fire Instructor at Hillsboro Fire Department
January 9th-13th: Skid Truck Training at Portland Fire & Rescue
January 14th: Live Fire Training on DPSST Campus for Tangent RFPD
January 17th-20th: Firefighter Safety & Survival at DPSST Campus for Salem Fire Department
January 23rd-27th: Skid Truck Training at Portland Fire & Rescue
For more information on this or other training in your Salem and Surrounding District, please contact Aaron at
aaron.bielemeier@dpsst.oregon.gov or (503) 302-5523.
Important Information Related to Suicide Prevention
This time of year is busy and overwhelming with the rush to prepare for holidays coupled with work and family, so
it can be a challenge to balance everything which can lead to high levels of stress. Knowing the necessary skills
and tools to help manage it all can be a challenge. I recently had the opportunity to take the “Responder Strong
Train-the-Trainer” at DPSST put on by the All Clear Foundation. The class highlighted critical components that
we all tend to forget in our daily hustle and bustle, which includes asking ourselves “how we’re doing or how our
fellow co-workers are doing?” We have the tendency to take our stress and set it aside, telling ourselves that
we’ll “deal with it later.” Remember that you matter, that you have support if stresses are too much, and that you
need to take the time to find what will help you mitigate these stresses. For example, taking time for yourself for
activies such as physical fitness, working in the garden, hiking, skiing, reading, and/or talking to a trusted friend,
Chief or Chaplain can help you to find some peace and quiet to reset your mind. As first responders, it critical
you find a place of self-care as well as care for others by supporting those in need. It is so easy to forget that
stress is something we all endure, especially as first responders. It is also easy to forget that others may be going through a difficult time and show no signs of distress or feelings of depression. That’s why we need to check
in not only with ourselves but those around us. Please review and and share a list of helpful resources by clicking
here. If you are in distress or need resources for you or someone you know use the Suicide & Crisis Lifeline by
dialing 988. Just remember we always have options and there are people willing to help you.
Pictured below left to right: Live Fire Training with Canby RFPD #62 using DPSST’s Training Tower and Skid Truck training at Portland Airport Fire & Rescue.
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FIRE TRAINING DISTRICT UPDATES CONTINUED
Eastern District: Mike Bozeman
Eastern District Fire Training Coordinator Mike Bozeman’s recent and upcoming training includes the following:
December 1st: Fire Ground Hydraulics at Enterprise Fire Department
December 12th: Live Fire Instructor and IIC Evaluation at Rogue Inter-Agency Training Assocation (RITA) (Connor
Lane Lead)
January 1st: NFPA Fire Fighter I Blended (Online Component) at Union Rural/City Fire Departments
January 10th-13th: Skid Avoidance Training at Portland Fire & Rescue (Aaron Bielemeier Lead)
January 16th: Pump Operations with Pump Simulator at Juniper Flat RFPD
January 23rd-27th: Skid Avoidance at Portland Fire & Rescue (Aaron Bielemeier Lead)
For more information on this or other training in your Eastern District, please contact Mike at mike.bozeman@
dpsst.oregon.gov or (541) 303-3303.
Mike’s Topic for Discussion:
Arctic temperatures are here and cold weather, like hot weather, brings challenges to responders. I found this
article from FireRescue1 that addresses cold weather safety that you can share with your personnel and volunteers at the beginning of shift or drill night: https://www.firerescue1.com/health-wellness/articles/firefighter-safety-prepping-for-the-cold-nLZIiQe1x3AlKGoe/
Pictured below left to right: Live Fire Instructor and Live Fire Instructor In Charge for RITA.
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FIRE TRAINING DISTRICT UPDATES CONTINUED
Southwest District: Connor Lane
Southwest District Fire Training Coordinator Connor Lane’s recent and upcoming training includes the following:
October 3rd: Flammable Liquids and Gas (FLAG) at Applegate RFPD #9
October 7th: Live Fire Instructor in Linn/Benton Counties
October 8th-9th: NFPA Fire Instructor I at Sutherlin Fire Department
October 10th: Vertical Ventilation at Evans Valley Fire District #6
October 10th: Forcible Entry at Ashland Fire & Rescue
October 12th: FLAG at Scappoose RFPD
October 22nd-23rd: NFPA Fire Officer I at Applegate RFPD #9
November 5th: Forcible Entry at Illinois Valley Fire RFPD
November 6th: FLAG for Rogue Inter-agency Training Association’s FFII Academy
November 17th-20th: NFPA Fire Instructor II at Applegate RFPD #9
November 29th-30th: 11/29-11/30 Fire Instructor 2, Lebanon Fire District
November 30th: FLAG at Adair RFPD
For more information on this or other training in your Southwest District, please contact Connor at connor.lane@
dpsst.oregon.gov or (503) 302-9264.
Connor’s Book Club: January Read
This month I want to recommend one of the most insightful books I have ever had the pleasure of reading. “Lessons
from a Third Grade Dropout” by Dr. Rick Rigsby is a wildly
essential book about making an impact. I feel that making
an impact is one of the most import things we can do in the
fire service. We are given opportunities to make an impact
every day, whether that is with our colleagues or with the
customers that we have the privilege to serve. If you have
been in one of my instructor classes you have likely seen
the 30 minute speech from Dr. Rigsby at the commencement of the California Maritime Academy graduation. He is
one of the most dynamic public speakers that I have ever
seen and that translates beautifully into this book.
Throughout the book, Dr. Rigsby reflects on the important lessons that he learned from his father. Dr. Rigsby grew
up with a hard-working, blue-collar father who happened
to drop out of school in the third grade. Even though his
father did not receive formal education, he was extremely
wise and it’s his wisdom that enriches the book. The simple
wisdom from a third-grade dropout will demonstrate the
ability to make a lasting impact on those around you. I cannot recommend this book enough, as it is full of amazing
knowledge.
If you would like a small sample of this author, please see
the commencement speech referenced above: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=lw-5f4QN1zs&t=1188s
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ABOUT DPSST
Our mission is to cultivate excellence in public safety by developing, delivering
training and upholding established professional standards. DPSST certifies/licenses police officers, corrections officers, parole and probation officers, regulatory specialists (OLCC), telecommunicators (9-1-1), emergency medical dispatchers, criminal justice instructors, private security providers, private investigators,
fire service professionals, and polygraph examiners in the State of Oregon.
DPSST also regulates and licenses polygraph examiners, determines sheriff candidates’ eligibility to run for office and provides staffing for the Public Safety
Memorial Fund. We strive to provide resources and certification programs that
public safety officers and local public safety organizations need to maintain the
highest professional skill standards, stewardship and service to Oregon’s communities and citizens. These services are based at our 236-acre academy and
extend across the state through a network of regional training coordinators.
Agency functions are guided by several Oregon Revised Statutes and our authority is defined specifically in Chapter No. 259 of the Oregon Administrative Rules.
We are governed by a 26-member Board and six discipline-specific policy committees; we serve more than 43,000 public safety constituents across the state.

The Department
of Public Safety
Standards and
Training
g

4190 Aumsville Hwy SE
Salem, OR 97317
Phone: 503-378-2100
Fax: 503-378-4600
Find us at:
https://www.oregon.gov/
dpsst/Pages/default.aspx
Follow DPSST on Facebook

DPSST FIRE PROGRAM CONTACTS
Julie Olsen, Manager
Phone: 503-378-2297
Email: julie.olsen@dpsst.oregon.gov

Kayla Ballrot, Certification Supervisor
Phone: 503-378-2596
Email: kayla.ballrot@dpsst.oregon.gov

Julia Budlong, Fire Program Support Specialist
Phone: 503-378-2408
Email: julia.budlong@dpsst.oregon.gov

Brooke Bell-Uribe, Certification Coordinator
Phone: 503-378-2254
Email: brooke.bell-uribe@dpsst.oregon.gov

Mike Bozeman, Eastern District Coordinator
Phone: 541-303-3303
Email: michael.bozeman@dpsst.oregon.gov

Michelle Hilt, Certification Support Specialist
Phone: 503-373-0737
Email: michelle.hilt@dpsst.oregon.gov

Hayden Jones, Central District Coordinator
Phone: 503-779-5744
Email: hayden.jones@dpsst.oregon.gov

Aaron Bielemeier, Salem and Surrounding
District Coordinator
Phone: 503-302-5523
Email: aaron.bielemeier@dpsst.oregon.gov

Connor Lane, Southwest District Coordinator
Phone: 503-302-9264
Email: connor.lane@dpsst.oregon.gov

Ken ‘Wally’ Waller, Fire Trainer
Phone: 503-931-3697
Email: ken.waller@dpsst.oregon.gov

