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The Fire Program was thrilled that more than 60 career and volunteer fire-
fighters from agencies throughout Oregon were at the Oregon Public Safe-
ty Academy (OPSA) in Salem on April 15th and 16th for the first Spring Fire 
School. 

This two-day event began with welcoming remarks from Fire Program Manag-
er Julie Olsen and Fire Certification Supervisor Kayla Ballrot. Attendees and 
instructors were thanked, as well as an expression of excitement for the ability 
to host this event. 

This was a smaller event than our annual Winter Fire School which often sees 
upwards of 10 classes and 200-300 students. However, a smaller event al-
lowed for smaller classes in which more attention was given to each student 
for maximum comprehension of class topics. This school offered four differ-
ent two-day leadership and hands-on courses that included the National Fire 
Academy (NFA) Health and Safety Program Manager, NFA Wildland Urban In-
terface: Fire-Adapted Communities – Introduction and Leadership, Course I, 
Vehicle Extrication, and Firefighter Survival and Rapid Intervention Team (RIT). 
Thank you to everyone who was able to attend! 

Pictured above: Spring Fire School Firefighter Survival and RIT class
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MEET DPSST DIRECTOR PHILIP CASTLE

DPSST FIRE CERTIFICATION STAFF TO USE ONLY WORK 
CELL PHONES SOON
Currently, Each DPSST staff within the Fire Program’s Fire Certification section has both a desk phone and a work 
cell phone. In order to reduce costs and confusion, May 5th will be the last day that the Fire Certification section 
will have desk phones. After May 5th, please contact all DPSST staff by using their cell phone numbers below:

Fire Program Manager Julie Olsen: 503-779-7065
Fire Certification Supervisor Kayla Ballrot: 503-569-8325
Fire Certification Coordinator Brooke Bell-Uribe: 503-569-8260
Fire Program Specialist Julia Budlong: 503-509-9668
Fire Certification Specialist Michelle Hilt: 503-931-8806

The Fire Trainings staff’s contact information remains the same. To view all DPSST Fire Program staff’s contact 
information, click here. 

https://www.oregon.gov/dpsst/FirePrograms/Pages/Fire-Contacts.aspx
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NFA CLASSES THROUGHOUT THE STATE
Coming to a fire service agency near you, the following courses are free to all attendees. Unfortunately, since they 
are not on DPSST’s campus we cannot provide meals and lodging, but be sure to take advantage of these free 
opportunities. Click on the class names below to register. For questions, please contact Julia Budlong at julia.bud-
long@dpsst.oregon.gov or (503) 378-2408.

• May 18th-19th: NFA Strategy and Tactics for Initial Company Operations at Southwestern Oregon Community 
College in Coos Bay. (This class is full. Email Julia Budlong to be placed on the waitlist at julia.budlong@dpsst.
oregon.gov.)

• May 22nd-23rd: NFA Wildland Urban Interface: Fire Adapted Communities- Course II at DPSST in Salem. (This 
class is full. Email Julia Budlong to be placed on the waitlist at julia.budlong@dpsst.oregon.gov.)

• June 3rd and 4th: NFA Introduction to Unified Command for All-Hazard Incidents at Applegate RFPD #9 in 
Jacksonville. 

• June 10th-11th: NFA Decision-Making for Initial Company Operations at Bend Fire & Rescue

• July 8th-9th: NFA Strategy and Tactics for Initial Company Operations at Bend Fire & Rescue

• August 5th-6th: NFA Preparation for Initial Company Operations at Bend Fire & Rescue

• September 23rd-24th: NFA Decision-Making for Initial Company Operations at Port of Columbia County Build-
ing in Clatskanie

Keep checking the Fire Program’s Eventbrite page and sign up for our mass email delivery for additional NFA class-
es coming to an area near you!

Pictured below left to right: NFA Instructor Bill McLaughlin Teaching NFA Widland Urban Interface: Fire Adapted Communities - 
Course I and and NFA Instructor Steve Black teaching NFA Health and Safety Program Manager.

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/dpsst-fire-program-12337899945
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/nfa-strategy-and-tactics-for-initial-company-operations-tickets-481751861787?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/nfa-wildland-urban-interface-fire-adapted-communities-course-ii-tickets-481766866667?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/nfa-introduction-to-unified-command-for-all-hazard-incidents-tickets-481734921117?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/nfa-decision-making-for-initial-company-operations-tickets-621176003147?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/nfa-strategy-and-tactics-for-initial-company-operations-tickets-621214678827?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/nfa-preparation-for-initial-company-operations-tickets-621220135147?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/nfa-decision-making-for-initial-company-operations-tickets-621223384867?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/ORDPSST/subscriber/new
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This month I would like to highlight the importance of ground ladder operations. Just like hose handling and forc-
ible entry, ground ladders are one of the most crucial aspects of most fires and rescues. We dedicate numerous 
hours to learning every part of ladders during a recruit academy, however when it comes to training on shift many 
departments haven’t thrown a ladder in ages and when it comes time to do so on the fire ground, it shows. 

Ladder Sizes
Most engine companies have an assortment of ladders such as a 24’ extension, a 12’-14’ roof ladder, and an attic 
ladder. These ladders can all be used separately, or extension and roof ladders can be paired for various tasks. 
When it comes to ladders, know your lengths, placement, and what size ladder to choose for the right job. The first 
number of the ladder size is a good tool to help judge which ladder to use as well as how many firefighters it can 
carry. For example a 14’ ladder can be used on the 1st floor with 1 firefighter. A 24’ ladder can be used on the 2nd 
floor and needs 2 firefighters. 

Take a Moment to Practice
It is important that everyone has practived throwing ladders in every configuration possible around your train-
ing grounds or fire department. You should know exactly how high to raise your ladder and where to place it. 
You’re often familiar with that exact spot on the training ground concrete that if you raise from that spot, you 
are sure to nail your throw. However, rarely do we practice outside of that area except for real fire calls. As you 
and your crew are driving around, running a post-call After Action Review (AAR), or see a very tight alleyway 
that might take some out-of-the-box thinking, take a few minutes to talk about how you would throw a ladder 
or secure a ladder for different situations in your response area. 

Lastly safety
Throwing ladders come with many safety concerns such as overhead obstacles, heavy ladders on uneven ground, 
and ability to safely secure a ladder physically or with a crew member. Always remember to check overheads, 
climbing angles, and halyards before throwing and climbing a ladder. Many of the typical safety concerns folks 
have with throwing ladders can easily be mitigated with proper training and repetition.

HAYDEN JONES’S GROUND LADDER REFRESHER
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KEN WALLER ASKS: WHAT KIND OF DRIVER ARE YOU?
The act of daily driving is normal for most people. Some people enjoy driving, while others must drive whether 
they like it or not. But how do you drive? With what frame of mind are you driving? More to the point, are you a 
proactive or reactive driver? Let’s look at the differences and you can decide.

A proactive driver is one who looks ahead a good distance to perceive, recognize or anticipate upcoming issues 
that they may have to deal with as they approach. These items may be intersections, curves, other vehicles, lane 
closures, etc. The sooner you recognize an issue, the smoother you can make steering, braking, or accelerating 
actions to your vehicle. The smoother you make these actions, the less likely you are to break traction, thereby 
maintaining control and avoiding a possible collision. The distance you look ahead and your following distance 
should be dictated by your speed. The distance of 10 seconds ahead at highway speed will greatly differ from that 
of 25 mph in town or neighborhood, but the reasoning is the same.

A reactive driver is only focused on a short distance in front of their vehicle. There are many reasons for this, but 
problems arise when issues are recognized too late to make smooth avoidance measures.  The more abrupt a driv-
er makes steering, braking, and accelerating actions, the more likely they are to break traction and lose control.

The weather is slowly improving and vehicles on the roadway will increase.  Look ahead, be aware of conditions, 
and do your best to be a proactive driver so you can get to your destinations safely.
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FINAL UPDATE ON FIRE GROUND LEADER
As a result of the recommendations from a 2018 and 2019 Fire Ground Leader Task Force, followed by affirmation 
of the Fire Policy Committee (FPC) and Board on Public Safety Standards and Training (Board), the Fire Certifica-
tion section stopped issuing Fire Ground Leader certifications as of December 31, 2019. Additionally, the decision 
was made to lapse all Fire Ground Leader certifications as of the end of the 2022 Maintenance Re-Certification 
cycle. Firefighters who have a Fire Ground Leader certification will soon see this level as lapsed in their records on 
the Fire Service Information Records Inquiry System (IRIS).

The following is a summary of the Task Force’s discussions as well as the reason the Task Force, FPC, and Board 
made the determination to lapse the Fire Ground Leader certification: 

• For several years, Task Force trends for various levels of certification had been moving away from Ore-
gon-specific levels of certification and instead adopting nationally recognized standards such as Nation-
al Fire Protection Association (NFPA) and the National Wildfire Coordinating Group (NWCG). Fire Ground
Leader was an Oregon-specific level of certification that utilized National Fire Academy (NFA) courses and
relied on various Oregon instructor-written courses without a national standard as a guideline.

• The Fire Behavior curriculum, a component of Fire Ground Leader, became outdated. It’s original creators,
the Oregon Fire Instructors Association (OFIA), stopped updating and maintaining the curriculum. Addi-
tionally, since this decision was made to discontinue the Fire Ground Leader certification, OFIA has been
disbanded.

• NFPA Fire Officer I is a similar level of certification to Fire Ground Leader, but rather than being an Ore-
gon-specific standard it is based on a national standard making it easier to follow and maintain.

• NFPA Fire Officer I certification was and still is becoming increasingly easier to obtain with several online
options and nationally recognized academies available throughout Oregon that meet the training require-
ments. Course requirements for Fire Ground Leader were becoming increasingly more difficult to obtain
due to infrequency and/or lack of course offerings.

• Curriculum for Fire Ground Leader was outdated and more difficult to obtain than NFPA Fire Officer I cur-
riculum.

• NFPA Fire Officer I curriculum covered many aspects of the Fire Ground Leader curriculum. In addition, it
also encompassed supervisory skills that Fire Ground Leader did not.

• The number of NFPA Fire Officer I issued certifications grew significantly with each year for several years,
while Fire Ground Leader certifications decreased dramatically leading up to its discontinuation as seen in
the chart below:

The Fire Ground Leader Task Force stressed that while there is great value in many of the components of Fire 
Ground Leader, the number of certified fire service professionals does not warrant keeping this level of certifi-
cation. They also emphasized any agency can still teach and train some or all of the components of Fire Ground 
Leader they feel has value even though there will no longer be a level of certification attached to the training. 

For questions, please contact Fire Certification Supervisor Kayla Ballrot at kayla.ballrot@dpsst.oregon.gov or 
503-569-8325 or Fire Certification Coordinator Brooke Bell-Uribe at brooke.bell-uribe@dpsst.oregon.gov or 503-
569-8260.

Year NFPA Fire Officer I Fire Ground Leader

2013 91 14

2014 85 31

2015 82 22

2016 107 15

2017 149 16



Eastern District Fire Training Coordinator Mike Bozeman’s recent 
and upcoming training includes the following: 

April 4th: NFPA Fire Fighter I Skills at Union Emergency Services
April 6th: FLAG at Juniper Flat RFPD
April 8th: Driver/Operator Practical Skills Day at Maupin Fire 
 Department
April 12th: May Day at South Gilliam County RFPD
April 15th - 16th:  Spring Fire School in Ontario
April 18th: Forcible Entry at Union Emergency Services
May 3rd: FLAG at Ione and Lexington Fire Departments
May 6th: NFPA Pumper/Operator Practical at District 13 in 
 La Grande
May 11th: Vehicle Fire at Enterprise/Joseph/Wallow Fire 
 Departments
May 16th: NFPA Fire Fighter I Skills at Union Emergency Services
May 30th: NFPA Fire Fighter I Skills at Union Emergency Services 

For more information on this or other training in your Eastern 
District, please contact Mike at mike.bozeman@dpsst.oregon.gov
or (541) 303-3303.

Eastern District: Mike Bozeman
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FIRE TRAINING DISTRICT UPDATES 

MIKE’S WILDLAND REFRESHER REMINDER
Tires are the tools that enable our personal and emergency vehicles to roll easily down the road. But how often 
do we inspect our tires? The usual response is when one goes to the tire shop for new tires, but it is important 
to inspect tires more frequently.

Tire inspections during routine equipment checks should include tread depth of 4/32 of an inch on the front 
tires and 2/32 of an inch on rear tires. There are commercial tire depth gauges that can be purchased to mea-
sure the depth of tread. A penny may be used, but keep in mind that it is not as accurate as a depth gauge so 
I highly recommend using a gauge. The penny test can be done by placing a penny upside down in the 
groove in the tread. If Lincoln's head is exposed, then you have approximately 2/32 of an inch of tread on the 
tire. Remember, 4/32 of an inch or more is required on a front tire. Additionally, inspect the tire for overall 
condition. There should be no cracking, cuts, or gouges in the side wall. In addition to ensuring there are no 
deformities in the side wall, you should also make sure there aren’t missing pieces of tread that expose the 
cords in the tire.

NWCG has an excellent video for tire inspections in their Wild-
land Fire Safety Annual Refresher (WFSTAR) training catalog 
found here.

Another helpful guide is the Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) National Fire Equipment Program Tire Inspection post-
er found here. 

Lastly, yet another helpful poster from the Federal Motor Car-
rier Safety Administration Commercial Tire Safety Tips can be 
found here.

DPSST FIRE TRAINER ASSISTS IN 
EASTERN OREGON

The Eastern District’s training this 
month included the annual Snake River 
Valley Training Association’s (SVRTOA) 
Essentials Academy. Several classes 
were offered which included HOT class-
es, hazardous materials, auto extrica-
tion, small aircraft emergencies, and 
the National Fire Academy (NFA) Deci-
sion Making for Initial Company Opera-
tions (DMICO) provided by DPSST. The 
DMICO class was instructed by Chief 
Jim Annas from Skiatook Fire Depart-
ment in Skiatook, Oklahoma. Chief An-
nas brought a vast amount of knowl-
edge and experience to the class. His 
energetic teaching style provided an 
engaging learning environment for the 
class.

Click on the image above for NWCG’s video on Tire In-
formation and Inspection

https://www.nwcg.gov/publications/training-courses/rt-130/hazards/haz525
https://www.nwcg.gov/publications/training-courses/rt-130/hazards/haz525
https://www.nwcg.gov/sites/default/files/committee/docs/etc-tire-information-poster.pdf
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/sites/fmcsa.dot.gov/files/docs/USDOT_1168_1097_TireAdvisory.pdf
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FIRE TRAINING DISTRICT UPDATES CONTINUED

Salem and Surrounding Area District Coordinator Aaron Bielemeier’s recent and upcoming training includes the 
following: 

April 5th & 7th: Skid Truck Training for Gresham Fire Department  
April 10th – 13th: DPSST Campus Fire Tower Training with Salem Fire Department
April 11th – 13th: DPSST Campus Fire Tower Training with Lake Oswego Fire Department 
April 15th – 16th: Spring Fire School at DPSST Campus
April 20th: Vehicle Fire at Yamhill Fire Protection District 
April 21st – 23rd: FLAG and Vehicle Fire at Aumsville RFPD
May 3rd: Vehicle Fire at Woodburn 
May 31st: Vehicle Fire at Mount Angel 

For more information on this or other training in your Salem and Surrounding District, please contact Aaron at 
aaron.bielemeier@dpsst.oregon.gov or (503) 302-5523.

Salem and Surrounding District: Aaron Bielemeier

AARON’S ELECTRIC VEHICLE SAFETY REMINDERS
There will always be newly emerging technologies and innovations to keep firefighters on their toes and one 
such example is the electric vehicle (EV). FireRescue1 has some great information and tools to help you begin 
your research and prepare your department for safe and proper response to EV fires. Additionally, there are 
products on the market designed to plug into the electric charge socket of an EV which disables the vehicle 
from operating. Consider looking into this equipment for responder safety when working with electric or hybrid 
vehicles. Make sure your department is familiarizing themselves with the possibility of an EV fire response call. 
Have a plan in place because it is not a matter of if, but when. Included below are a few articles from FireRes-
cue1.

https://www.firerescue1.com/firefighter-training/articles/what-firefighters-need-to-know-about-electric-
car-batteries-omiDv8vd87oZ9ZKs/

https://www.firerescue1.com/lithium-ion-battery-fires/articles/lithium-ion-battery-fires-the-missing-da-
ta-vuR8fCKUZgq55Vpm/

Pictured below: great fire training opportunities on DPSST campus.

https://www.firerescue1.com/
https://www.firerescue1.com/
https://www.firerescue1.com/
https://www.firerescue1.com/firefighter-training/articles/what-firefighters-need-to-know-about-electric-car-batteries-omiDv8vd87oZ9ZKs/
https://www.firerescue1.com/lithium-ion-battery-fires/articles/lithium-ion-battery-fires-the-missing-data-vuR8fCKUZgq55Vpm/


Our mission is to cultivate excellence in public safety by developing, delivering 
training and upholding established professional standards.  DPSST certifies/li-
censes police officers, corrections officers, parole and probation officers, regula-
tory specialists (OLCC), telecommunicators (9-1-1), emergency medical dispatch-
ers, criminal justice instructors, private security providers, private investigators, 
fire service professionals, and polygraph examiners in the State of Oregon.

DPSST also regulates and licenses polygraph examiners, determines sheriff can-
didates’ eligibility to run for office and provides staffing for the Public Safety 
Memorial Fund. We strive to provide resources and certification programs that 
public safety officers and local public safety organizations need to maintain the 
highest professional skill standards, stewardship and service to Oregon’s com-
munities and citizens. These services are based at our 236-acre academy and 
extend across the state through a network of regional training coordinators.

Agency functions are guided by several Oregon Revised Statutes and our author-
ity is defined specifically in Chapter No. 259 of the Oregon Administrative Rules. 
We are governed by a 26-member Board and six discipline-specific policy com-
mittees; we serve more than 43,000 public safety constituents across the state.

ABOUT DPSST The Department 
of Public Safety 
Standards and 

Training

Julie Olsen, Manager
Phone: 503-378-2297
Email: julie.olsen@dpsst.oregon.gov

Julia Budlong, Fire Program Support Specialist
Phone: 503-378-2408
Email: julia.budlong@dpsst.oregon.gov

Mike Bozeman, Eastern District Coordinator
Phone: 541-303-3303
Email: michael.bozeman@dpsst.oregon.gov

Hayden Jones, Central District Coordinator
Phone: 503-779-5744
Email: hayden.jones@dpsst.oregon.gov

Connor Lane, Southwest District Coordinator
Phone: 503-302-9264
Email: connor.lane@dpsst.oregon.gov

DPSST FIRE PROGRAM CONTACTS

Kayla Ballrot, Certification Supervisor
Phone: 503-378-2596
Email: kayla.ballrot@dpsst.oregon.gov

Brooke Bell-Uribe, Certification Coordinator
Phone: 503-378-2254
Email: brooke.bell-uribe@dpsst.oregon.gov

Michelle Hilt, Certification Support Specialist
Phone: 503-373-0737
Email: michelle.hilt@dpsst.oregon.gov

Aaron Bielemeier, Salem and Surrounding 
District Coordinator
Phone: 503-302-5523
Email: aaron.bielemeier@dpsst.oregon.gov

Ken ‘Wally’ Waller, Fire Trainer
Phone: 503-931-3697
Email: ken.waller@dpsst.oregon.gov

4190 Aumsville Hwy SE
Salem, OR 97317

Phone: 503-378-2100
Fax: 503-378-4600

Find us at:
https://www.oregon.gov/

dpsst/Pages/default.aspx

Follow DPSST on Facebook

g

https://www.oregon.gov/dpsst/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/DPSSTOregon/



